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world

2010: attacks, a meltdown,
leaks and a rescue drama
Marcus Eliason
New York
AP

------------------------------------------

The disruptions of earthly ex-
istence came from some un-
likely places in 2010: ash from
an Icelandic volcano; the con-
tents of an airline passenger’s
underwear; a website spilling
secret diplomatic cables onto
front pages. More than ever,
history became an experience
shared worldwide.

The year opened with imag-
es of the inauguration of the
world’s tallest skyscraper in
Dubai, only to be eclipsed
within days by shots of the
presidential palace of Haiti,
which collapsed in an earth-
quake that killed 230,000.

Near year’s end came an-
other defining image: Prince
Charles and his wife, Camilla,
looking shocked and fright-
ened as a mob inflamed by Eu-
rope’s deepening financial
meltdown besieged the cou-
ple’s Rolls-Royce as they
headed to a London theater.

Here is a look at the things
that the world saw in 2010:

Terrorism
Authorities on three conti-
nents aborted a multipronged
terrorist attack aimed at the
U.S. from Yemen, seizing two
explosive packages addressed
to Chicago-area synagogues
and packed aboard cargo jets.
A car bomb was planted at
Times Square in New York
City but didn’t go off, and in
November the FBI said it
thwarted a plot by a Somali
teen to bomb a crowd of thou-
sands in Portland, Ore.

The year 2009 had closed in
the shadow of the so-called
Christmas Day bomber, a Ni-
gerian student who tried to
blow himself up on a Detroit-
bound airliner with explosives
hidden in his underwear. That
made 2010 the year of the pat-
down and full body scan as air-
port security was pushed yet
another notch higher.

In Europe, attitudes toward
Muslims appeared to harden.
Parties advocating a crack-
down on Islamic activity came
off the fringes and scored wins
in elections. To some degree
the discourse mirrored events
in the U.S., where confronta-
tions arose over an imam’s
plans to build an Islamic com-
munity center near the site of
the Sept. 11 attacks.

Conflict
In Afghanistan, the U.S. esca-
lated its war on the Taliban
and suffered rising casualties
to more than 480 troops con-
firmed dead before Christ-
mas, the worst year since the
2001 invasion, compared with
just over 300 in 2009. In August,

the last combat brigade with-
drew from Iraq, with all re-
maining U.S military person-
nel to be gone by next Decem-
ber. But a similar broad
pullback from Afghanistan
looked unlikely before 2014.

Iraq’s March election ended
inconclusively, and it took
nine months of haggling to
swear in a government and
give Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki a second term. The
fragile calm was repeatedly
broken by bombings and
shootings, one of the worst of
them an attack on a Christian
church that left 68 dead.

U.S. President Barack Oba-
ma signed a nuclear arms re-
duction deal with Russia, but
his effort to broker a deal be-
tween Israel and the Palestin-
ians sank into limbo after the
U.S. gave up on pushing Israel
to stop building settlements.

Israel’s alliance with the
U.S. was shaken by the feud
between Obama and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu over the settlements,

and Netanyahu’s government
drew more international re-
buke in May because of a
botched raid on a Turkish fer-
ry trying to breach Israel’s
blockade of the Gaza Strip.
Nine civilians died in the at-
tack, and days later Israel
eased the blockade.

The Middle East neared
year’s end with no major flare-
up of violence, but on the Kore-
an Peninsula, hostilities wors-
ened. In March, a South Kore-
an warship was sunk with 46
lives lost; South Korea ac-
cused North Korea of torpedo-
ing it. In November, North Ko-
rean artillery shells hit an is-
land, killing two South Korean
Marines and two construction
workers, and destroying
many homes and stores.

In Thailand, political strife
led to a two-month standoff
with soldiers and police in the
heart of Bangkok. Parts of the
stock exchange were torched,
along with a huge shopping
mall and other landmarks.

Disasters
Heavy floods claimed 2,000
Pakistani lives and at one
point put a fifth of the country
under water. Earthquakes
struck not just Haiti but Tur-
key, China, Chile and New
Zealand. Indonesia suffered
deadly volcanic eruptions.
The BP oil spill in April was
the worst in U.S. history.

Icelandic volcano erupted
in April, spewing so much ash

that flights in northern Europe
were grounded for five days
and millions of passengers
were stranded.

Politics
In Myanmar, democracy
campaigner and Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi was released after more
than seven years under house
arrest. It came after the mili-
tary junta held an election in
which neither Suu Kyi nor her
party were allowed to partici-
pate.

Perhaps the worst political
tragedy of the year was a
plane crash that killed Polish
President Lech Kaczynski and
a host of other dignitaries as
they traveled to a commemo-
ration of a massacre that had
divided Russia and Poland for
nearly 70 years. But the unex-
pected result was a warming
of relations between the
stricken Polish nation and a
sympathetic Kremlin.

In November, it was the
turn of the U.S. government to

feel the heat as WikiLeaks
poured out the first of some
250,000 U.S. diplomatic cables,
exposing the inner thinking of
leaders worldwide to the mer-
cies of the media, the Internet,
Twitter and Facebook.

Money crisis
Europe’s headlines were dom-
inated by joblessness and the
harsh remedies prescribed by
its governments. Striking
workers shut down much of
Portugal. Ireland faced its
deepest budget cuts in de-
cades. David Cameron, elect-
ed in May as the kingdom’s
first Conservative prime min-
ister in 13 years, sharply hiked
college fees, provoking the ri-
ots that reached Prince
Charles and his wife.

The gloomy economic pic-
ture in Europe and the U.S.
was in striking contrast to
countries such as Brazil, Chi-
na and India, which were once
among the have-nots of the
Third World and are now in-
dustrial powerhouses that reg-
istered hefty exports and
growth rates in 2010.

In midyear, China officially
surpassed Japan to become
the world’s second-biggest
economy, eager to flex its
newfound diplomatic muscle
and showing little inclination
to ease its authoritarian ways.
When the 2010 Nobel Peace
Prize went to Chinese human
rights campaigner Liu Xiao-
bo, Beijing kept him in prison

and pressured 16 governments
into boycotting the December
awards ceremony.

Brazil, on the other hand,
seemed to have little trouble
managing both national
wealth and a flourishing de-
mocracy as its years of dicta-
torship fade into history. Pres-
ident Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
is stepping down after two
terms as a leftist-turned-free
marketeer who introduced
ambitious programs for the
poor and became the country’s
most popular leader. Elected
to succeed him is another for-
mer leftist, Dilma Rousseff.

Ups and downs
South Africa successfully
hosted the soccer World Cup,
bringing pride to the continent
while introducing its global
audience to the ‘‘vuvuzela,’’
the plastic horn whose exuber-
ant braying became the hall-
mark of the cheerleading.

Africa’s struggle to shake
off poverty and bad govern-
ment had its ups and downs —
a coup in Niger, a disputed
election in Cote d’Ivoire that
led to violence and a historic
step forward in Guinea, where
a long era of military rule end-
ed with the West African coun-
try’s first election.

Mexico endured another
year of the drug war that
claimed thousands of lives,
yet managed to bounce back
from deep recession and
peacefully celebrated its bi-
centennial nationwide.

Argentina became the first
Latin American country to le-
galize same-sex marriage,
while Colombia and Chile
elected new presidents —
Juan Manuel Santos and Jose
Pinera.

Triumphs
2010 was the year in which
American scientists created
the first functional synthetic
genome, and the International
Space Station set a record for
a full decade of continuous hu-
man presence. A giant Swiss
drill finished Earth’s longest
tunnel, and the Large Hadron
Collider under the Swiss-
French border finally started
smashing atomic particles to
investigate fundamental mys-
teries of the universe.

But the year’s most memo-
rable drama of human ingenu-
ity and compassion unfolded
far to the south, in the Ataca-
ma Desert of Chile. There, on
Oct. 13, a thin metal tube came
up from the depths carrying
Florencio Avalos, the first of
the 33 miners to be rescued.
They had been trapped 700 me-
ters underground for 69 days,
during the first 17 of which no
one knew if they were alive or
dead.

‘Rosie the Riveter’ model dies
Chicago
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Geraldine Doyle, a factory
worker who unwittingly was
used as the model for the
wartime ‘‘Rosie the Riveter’’
poster, whose inspirational
‘‘We Can Do It!’’ message be-
came an icon of the feminist
movement, has died at the
age of 86.

Doyle didn’t realize she had
a famous face until she was
flipping through a magazine in
1982 and spotted a reproduc-
tion of the poster and said,
‘‘Look! That’s me!’’

But while Doyle recognized
her smile under the red-and-
white bandanna, the strong
arm wasn’t hers.

‘‘That was the artist’s
pumping up the muscles,’’
daughter Stephanie Gregg
said. ‘‘She was . .  . very slen-
der. She always liked to be
glamorous.’’

Doyle was just 17 when she
took a job at a metal-pressing
plant near Ann Arbor, Mich.,
in 1942 at the height of World
War II.

She quit about two weeks

later after learning that anoth-
er woman had badly injured
her hand doing the same job.
Doyle worried she would lose
the ability to play the cello, her
daughter said.

She was there, however,
when a United Press Interna-
tional photographer came to
the factory while documenting
the contribution of women to
the war effort.

A picture of Doyle was later
used by J. Howard Miller, a
graphic artist at Westing-
house, for the poster, which

was aimed at deterring strikes
and absenteeism.

The poster was not widely
seen until decades later in the
1980s, when it was embraced
by the feminist movement as a
potent symbol of women’s em-
powerment.

The iconic image now grac-
es a U.S. postage stamp and
has been used to sell lunch
boxes, aprons, mugs, T-shirts
and figurines.

The term ‘‘Rosie the Riveter’’
stems from a 1942 song honor-
ing the women who took over
critical factory jobs when
American men went off to war.

Another Michigan woman,
Rose Will Monroe, was the
best-known ‘‘Rosie’’ after be-
ing featured in a wartime pro-
motional film about female
factory workers.

Doyle was quick to correct
people who thought she was
the original Rosie the Riveter,
Gregg said. ‘‘She would say
that she was the ‘We Can Do
It!’ girl,’’ Gregg said. ‘‘She
never wanted to take anything
away from all the Rosie the
Riveters who were doing the
riveting.’’

Russian
tycoon to
appeal
sentence
Moscow
AP

------------------------------------------

A lawyer for jailed Russian
oil tycoon Mikhail Khodor-
kovsky on Friday appealed
his sentence of six more
years in prison, a punishment
seen as payback for challeng-
ing Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin’s power and which was
widely condemned in the
West.

Khodorkovsky’s lawyer,
Karinna Moskalenko, said
she launched the appeal on
the final work day before a
10-day New Year’s vacation.
She said Khodorkovsky’s con-
viction on charges of stealing
almost $30 billion worth
of oil from his company
and laundering the proceeds
was marred by procedural
violations.

‘‘The verdict has nothing to
do with justice,’’ she said.

Khodorkovsky’s business
partner, Platon Lebedev, re-
ceived the same sentence
Thursday and his lawyer also
appealed the verdict.

The ruling drew strong
condemnation from the U.S.
and European governments,
who called it evidence of the
use of Russia’s judicial sys-
tem for political ends.

Moskalenko said she had
expected the guilty verdict
and has little hope for success
of her appeal, but added that
it’s necessary to use every op-
portunity in Russia before
turning to the European
Court of Human Rights.

Putin has been seen as the
driving force behind the un-
relenting legal attack on Kho-
dorkovsky, who challenged
him early in his presidency.
As Putin considers a return to
the presidency in 2012, he ap-
pears unwilling to risk the
possibility that a freed Kho-
dorkovsky could help lead his
political foes.

The judge sentenced Kho-
dorkovsky to 14 years, as
prosecutors had demanded,
and said the new term will be
counted from his 2003 arrest
and end in 2017.

The defense has said the
charges reflected a lack of
understanding of the oil busi-
ness, including the payment
of transit fees and export du-
ties. Numerous witnesses, in-
cluding current and former
government officials, testi-
fied that Khodorkovsky could
not have stolen what amount-
ed to almost all of the oil Yu-
kos had produced.

The charges also contra-
dicted the first trial, in which
Khodorkovsky was convicted
of evading taxes on Yukos
profits.

Aftermath: People search for survivors amid the rubble of the
Caribbean Supermarket in the Delmas neighborhood on Jan.
12, 2010, in Port-au-Prince. FREDERIC DUPOUX / GETTY IMAGES

Haiti independence day

China surpassed Japan to become the world’s
second-biggest economy, eager to flex its
newfound diplomatic muscle and showing little
inclination to ease its authoritarian ways.

Symbol: The Haiti National Palace stands severely damaged
on Jan. 12, 2010, in Port-au-Prince after a devastating
earthquake struck. LISANDRO SUERO / GETTY IMAGES

She did it: The ‘‘We Can Do It!’’ poster is also commonly known as ‘‘Rosie the Riveter.’’ The
wartime illustration later became an icon of the feminist movement. AFP-JIJI

Geraldine Doyle

Looking at a new future a year after horrific earthquake
Wiener Jean-Baptiste
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF HAITI

------------------------------------------

On Jan. 1, the Republic of Hai-
ti celebrates the 207th anniver-
sary of its independence from
French coloniz-
ers. It is impor-
tant to recall
this historical
rebellion, in
which the world
witnessed for
the first time
with great as-
tonishment an army of former

slaves, black men brutally im-
ported from Africa, breaking
the chains of bondage by de-
feating one of the world’s most
powerful armies.

After gaining their freedom
by ‘‘iron and fire,’’ the former
slaves of St. Domingue (the
French part of Hispaniola Is-
land) have established for
more than two centuries in a
very hostile environment the
first free black-led state in the
world. It is also important to
recall and honor our heroes,
such as Toussaint Louverture,

Jean-Jacques Dessalines and
Alexandre Petion. Their lega-
cy of courage and triumph
over oppression was an exam-
ple for every black man be-
cause of the freedom we came
to enjoy.

On behalf of His Excellency
President Rene Preval and
the people of the Republic of
Haiti, I would like to convey
my deepest respect to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
Prime Minister Naoto Kan
and his distinguished Cabinet.
I would also like to express my
utmost gratitude to the people
of Japan for their friendship
and generosity, and to thank
them for all the assistance
provided to our country fol-
lowing the terrible earthquake
of Jan. 12, 2010, the most pow-
erful ever to hit Haiti in a cen-
tury, which devastated the
Haitian capital and several
neighboring cities.

According to estimates, this
terrible 7.0 magnitude earth-
quake caused the deaths of
230,000 people, injured 450,000

more and has created more
than 1.2 million homeless, in a
country where 72 percent of
the population are already liv-
ing in a precarious condition.
Hence, Jan. 12, 2010, will re-
main in our collective memo-
ry as the most painful day of
our history.

A study by the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank esti-
mated the total cost of the di-
saster to be between $7.2 bil-
lion and $13.2 billion. Jobs
and trade are needed to break
the cycle of poverty in Haiti.

Assessing the scope of the
devastation, Prime Minister
Jean Max Bellerive stated:
‘‘Parliament has collapsed,
the tax office has collapsed,
schools and universities have
collapsed, and hospitals have
collapsed.’’ He further la-
beled the death toll ‘‘unimag-
inable.’’

As we celebrate and honor
the first black republic in the
history of mankind, let us not
forget the victims of Jan. 12,
2010, the homeless, the gener-
al pain it has caused us and

the destruction to our sub-
stantial history.

This year, Haitian Nation-
al Day is celebrated against
the backdrop of the shocking
quake. While the people of
Haiti are mindful of their
past, however, the moment is
suitable for rejoicing. Cer-
tainly, 207 years of freedom

would have led us to a New
Haiti, to the Haiti that all Hai-
tians dream of, the beautiful
Island that used to be called
the ‘‘Pearl of the Antilles’’
(1804-1904).

It is unfortunate that after
two centuries of indepen-
dence, Haiti remains isolat-
ed. Its overall situation is

compounded by yearly natu-
ral disasters and now by chol-
era.

Despite that gloomy pic-
ture, Haiti is well known for
its incredibly rich culture
and artistic heritage. Though
its art production was highly
impacted by the quake, many
talented and renowned art-
ists have responded, and are
responding to the disaster
through music, arts and poet-
ry. That means the Haitian
people have great spirit and

resilience even in times of
distress and adversity.

We remain confident that,
with the help of the interna-
tional community and the
people of the world, we can
rebuild the country and lay
the foundations for a brighter
future. With a well-oriented
economic system managed
with sound economic poli-
cies, better infrastructure
and a more cohesive social
system, we can restore the
Pearl of the Antilles.
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