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Iran’s islamic revolution day

Peace, justice must be rights of all nations
Dr. Seyed Abbas Araghchi
AMBASSADOR OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC

OF IRAN

------------------------------------------

In the name of God.
On the occasion of the aus-

picious 32nd anniversary of
the victory of
the Islamic
Revolution of
Iran, I am hon-
ored to extend,
on behalf of the
Iranian gov-
ernment and
people, sincer-
est greetings and best wishes
to Their Imperial Majesties
the Emperor Akihito and the
Empress Michiko, as well as
to the government and people
of Japan. I also extend my
heartfelt felicitations to my
compatriots living in Japan.

Iran is home to one of the
world’s oldest major civiliza-
tions. The first Iranian dy-
nasty formed in 2800 B.C. and
Iran was unified into an em-
pire in 625 B.C. Iran is a high-
ly diverse country in topogra-
phy and climate, with an area
of more than 1,648,000 sq. km
in southwest Asia and a popu-
lation of around 76 million,
mostly young and well-edu-
cated.

Feb. 11, 1979, is a glorious
day in the history of Iran. The
date marks the victory of de-
mocratization and political
reform over dictatorship and
despotism. On this day, the
people of Iran, under the
leadership of the eminent
late Imam Ruholla Khomei-
ni, defeated tyrannical rule
and sent the shah, the Ameri-
can-supported dictator of
Iran, into exile. With Islamic
and democratic inspirations,
the Islamic Republic of Iran
was established as a new
model of democracy in har-
mony with Islamic values
and principles. This has en-
abled the nation to achieve
enlightenment and progress
in political, economic, scien-

tific and cultural areas. In
fact, Iran’s Constitutional
Movement (1905) and Islam-
ic Revolution (1979) clearly
show the pioneering role of
the Iranian people in the in-
tellectual movements in the
Middle East and the Islamic
world, the impacts of which
are obvious today.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran, from its very inception,
has diligently sought to ex-
tend and promote its rela-
tions with other nations
based on a firm belief in the
noble tenets of Islam for
peace and justice on Earth,
and by emphasizing the mu-
tuality of interests and nonin-
terference in internal affairs
of other countries. Today,
Iran is a major power and an
influential player in the Mid-
dle East that endeavors for
the peace, stability and pros-
perity of this important and
sensitive region. Iran has al-
so promoted regional and in-
ternational cooperation as
the basis of its foreign policy
and within the context of val-
ues generated by Islam.

The foreign policy doctrine
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran is based upon justice,
morality, human dignity and
mutual respect. We believe
that injustice is the root
cause of tension and conflict
in political and economic in-
teractions, gives rise to so-
cial oppression and weakens
the incentives for coopera-
tion. Sustainable peace with-
out administering justice in
international relations can-
not be achieved. All nations
should be treated justly and
equally in the eyes of interna-
tional law, and no nation has
the right to dominate or vio-
late another nation’s rights.
At the same time spirituality
and morality are equally es-
sential. Human dignity is
used to signify that all human
beings are blessed with in-
trinsic worthiness and de-

serve unconditional respect,
regardless of age, sex, health
status and social or ethnic or-
igin.

And finally, all states have

the right to be free from for-
eign intervention. Mutual re-
spect is the touchstone of in-
ternational relations theory
and is the only way to pro-
mote international peace and
security. As long as the inter-
national system is character-

ized by an absence of justice,
compassion and human dig-
nity, such a system cannot
remedy all the malaise it im-
poses on interstate relations.

The current composition of
the U.N. Security Council can
be cited as a case in point.

Dear readers, in 1952 Irani-
an people nationalized their
oil industry and brought it
back under their own control
from the hands of the British

company BP. This resulted in
a harsh reaction by the Brit-
ish government, which took
the issue to the Security
Council and imposed eco-
nomic sanctions and a naval
blockade on Iran to prevent
the export of oil.

Today, once again Iran and
the issue of energy are
brought up, this time not oil
but nuclear energy. Iran
needs petroleum revenues in
order to continue its econom-
ic development and progress.
Therefore, for its domestic
use Iran should utilize new
sources of energy that are en-
vironmentally friendly and
do not cause global warming.
Hence, the peaceful nuclear
program of Iran is very seri-
ous and well-planned, since
more than half a century ago.
According to this program,
the Iranian government
should generate 20,000 mega-
watts of nuclear energy in the
coming decade by building 10
to 15 new nuclear power
plants.

Regrettably, Iran’s desire
to access peaceful nuclear
technology has faced hostile
and monopolistic opposition
by certain powers that by im-
posing sanctions try to de-
prive Iran from its legitimate
rights under the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty
(NPT). They failed to under-
stand, however, that sanction
policy is an unsuccessful ex-
perience and by itself is a
part of this problem, not a so-
lution for it. It is also a grave
injustice to punish a nation
for its scientific and techno-
logical achievements in a
perfectly peaceful context
and in accordance with its
NPT rights and obligations.

Iran in its nuclear program
follows the example of Japan
and, like Japan, is interested
in becoming an advanced
country in nuclear technolo-
gy only for peaceful purposes
and within the framework of
international rules and obli-
gations. It is unfortunate that
the good will of Iran in open-
ing new avenues of coopera-
tion has not met a suitable an-
swer. As was reemphasized,
once again, by Dr. Saeed Jali-
li, Iran’s chief nuclear negoti-
ator, in recent Geneva and Is-
tanbul talks with the EU3+3
(Britain, France and Germa-
ny, and China, Russia and the
U.S.), the Islamic Republic
of Iran is fully prepared to en-
gage in meaningful coopera-
tion on matters of mutual in-
terest and concern, including
nonproliferation and disar-
mament.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran has never sought and
will in no way try to have ac-

cess to nuclear weapons. The
defense doctrine of Iran is not
founded on nuclear calcula-
tions since Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei, the supreme leader of
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
as the highest religious au-
thority in the country, has de-
clared that all kinds of weap-
ons of mass destruction, in-
cluding nuclear weapons, are
illegitimate and contrary to
Islamic beliefs. Iran, there-
fore, is promoting the notion
of ‘‘nuclear energy for all, nu-
clear weapons for nobody’’
and is for the elimination of
such weapons from the face
of the Earth. To begin with,
we believe that the Middle
East should be made a region
free of nuclear weapons, and
the Islamic Republic of Iran
is ready to fully cooperate in
this direction.

Relations with Japan
As the ambassador of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to Ja-
pan I am pleased to remind
readers that Iran and Japan
have both contributed to hu-
man civilization and benefit
from a rich Asian culture and
identity. The two nations
have had commercial and
cultural exchanges over the
centuries, and in addition to
vast political interactions,
the ample economic and com-
mercial capacities have been
used for economic develop-
ment and the well-being of
the two sides.

A salient example in this
regard is the the Nissho Maru
incident in 1953. In May 1952
the representatives of Japa-
nese companies and the Ira-
nian government had impor-
tant discussions. As I men-
tioned earlier, at that time
Iran had nationalized its pe-
troleum industry and the eco-

nomic sanctions and naval
blockade imposed by the
British government had pre-
vented Iranian oil exports.
On the other hand the eco-
nomic miracle of Japan was
on the way and this industrial
giant increasingly needed oil
in quantity and a safe supply.
The conclusion of the discus-
sions was that the Idemitsu
Kosan oil company (which
was a small firm at that
time) was charged to buy Ira-
nian oil in spite of British
sanctions. On May 9, 1953, de-
fying the British, the Nissho
Maru oil tanker belonging to
Idemitsu reached Yokohama
port carrying Iranian crude
oil. On the same day the To-
kyo Civil Court rejected the
British government’s de-
mand of the seizure of the oil
shipment.

The year 1953 and the Nis-
sho Maru incident is regis-
tered as an important point in
the history of Japan and since
then Iranian oil has become a
significant factor in Japan’s

economic development. Ja-
pan’s audacity in that period
guaranteed an important
source of oil supply for its in-
dustries. During the nearly
six decades after the Nissho
Maru incident, the relation-
ship between Iran and Japan
has been growing, based on
mutual respect and interests.

From the early days of the
victory of the Islamic Revo-
lution, the Iranian govern-
ment gave special attention
to the promotion of the friend-
ly bilateral relationship with
Japan. In the past decade the
cooperation of the two coun-
tries has been extended into
many fields, such as trade,
infrastructure, energy, tour-
ism, culture, science and
technology, sports and movie
production.

In 2010 we witnessed siz-
able cooperation and interac-
tions between Iran and Japan
in different areas. During
many exchanges of visits, the
high-ranking officials of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Amicable bilateral relationship
leads to further fruitful results

Masahiko Koumura
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-IRAN

PARLIAMENTARIANS’ FRIENDSHIP

LEAGUE

---------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Iran
Parliamentarians’ Friendship
League, I would like to convey
my heartfelt
congratulations
on the
anniversary of
the victory of
the revolution
of the Islamic
Republic of
Iran.

Historically, Japan and the
Islamic Republic of Iran have
enjoyed amicable relations.
This relationship dates back
over a thousand years to the
days when excellent culture
and art of Sassanid Persia
were brought into Japan by
way of the Silk Road.

We can see the best
example in the Persian glass
bowl treasured at the ancient
Shosoin Treasure House in

Nara.
The two countries have

been further expanding
various dialogues between
them. Of particular note was a
successful visit to Japan by
H.E. Ali Larijani, speaker of
the parliament of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, in February
2010.

During his visit, the
Parliamentarians’ Friendship
League had a fruitful meeting
with the Iranian parliamentary
delegation.

I will exert myself to
encourage further
understanding between
Japan and Iran.

I also earnestly hope that
the cooperation between
Japan and Iran will
significantly contribute to
peace and stability in the
world.

I would like to extend my
sincere wishes for the further
prosperity and happiness of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the Iranian people.

Dialogue spurs mutual prosperity

Seiji Maehara
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

---------------------------------------

I would like to extend my
sincerest congratulations on
the occasion of the 32nd
anniversary
of the victory
of the Islamic
Revolution of
Iran.

Japan and
the Islamic
Republic of
Iran, that are
located in East and West of
Asia, enjoy a long-lasting

history and common cultural
basis that goes back to their
interactions through the Silk
Road.

The relationship between
the two countries has
traditionally been amicable.

The two countries have
currently extended
multilayered dialogue and
cooperative relations in
various areas.

I hope that these
dialogues contribute to
further bilateral ties and
secure peace and stability in
the world.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
president of the Islamic
Republic of Iran

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
supreme leader of the Islamic
Republic of Iran
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At CIA, grave mistakes rewarded with promotions
FOCUS
------------------------------------------

Adam Goldman and Matt Apuzzo
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

In December 2003, security forc-
es boarded a bus in Macedonia
and snatched a German citizen
named Khaled el-Masri. For the
next five months, el-Masri was a
ghost. Only a select group of CIA
officers knew he had been taken
t  o a secret prison for interroga-
tion in Afghanistan.

But he was the wrong guy.
A hard-charging CIA ana-

lyst had pushed the agency in-
to one of the biggest diplomat-
ic embarrassments of the U.S.
struggle against terrorists.
Yet despite recommenda-
tions, the analyst was never
punished. In fact, she has ris-
en in the agency.

That botched case is but one
example of a CIA accountabil-
ity process that even some
within the agency say is un-
predictable and inconsistent.
In the years after the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks, offi-
cers who committed mistakes
that left people wrongly im-
prisoned or even dead re-
ceived only minor admonish-
ments or no punishment at all,
an Associated Press investi-
gation has found.

And though President Ba-
rack Obama has sought to put
the CIA’s interrogation pro-
gram behind him, the result of
a decade of haphazard ac-
countability is that many offi-
cers who made significant

missteps are now the senior
managers fighting Obama’s
spy wars.

The analyst at the heart of
the el-Masri mishap, for in-
stance, has one of the premier
jobs in the CIA’s Counterterror-
ism Center and helps lead Oba-
ma’s efforts to disrupt al-Qaida.

The AP investigation of the
CIA’s actions revealed a disci-
plinary system that takes
years to make decisions,
hands down reprimands in-
consistently and is viewed in-
side the agency as prone to fa-
voritism. When people are dis-
ciplined, the punishment
seems to roll downhill, sparing
senior managers involved in
mishandled operations.

‘‘Someone who made a huge
error ought not to be working
at the agency,’’ former Sen.
Kit Bond said in November as
he completed his tenure as the
top Republican on the Senate

Intelligence Committee.
‘‘We’ve seen instance after in-
stance where there hasn’t
been accountability.’’

For example, when a sus-
pected terrorist froze to death
in a CIA prison in Afghanistan
in 2002, the CIA inspector gen-
eral faulted Matt, the spy run-
ning the prison, and expressed
concerns about Paul, the top
officer in the country, accord-
ing to former officials. Like
most of the dozens of people in-
terviewed, the officials spoke
only on condition of anonymity
because they were not autho-
rized to speak publicly.

In the end, however, the CIA
decided not to discipline either
Matt or Paul.

Matt, Paul and other cur-
rent and former undercover
CIA officers are identified —
though only by partial names
— because they are central to
the question of who is being
held accountable and because
it enhances the credibility of
AP’s reporting in this case. It
was determined that even the
most sophisticated commer-
cial information services could
not be used to derive the offi-
cers’ full names or, for exam-
ple, find their home addresses
knowing only their first names
and the fact of their CIA em-
ployment. Further details that
could help identify them have
been withheld.

The CIA asked that they not
be identified at all, saying do-
ing so would benefit terrorists
and hostile nations. Spokes-
man George Little called the

AP’s decision ‘‘nothing short of
reckless’’ but did not provide
any specific information
about threats. The CIA has
previously provided detailed
arguments in efforts to per-
suade senior executives at the
AP and other U.S. news orga-
nizations to withhold or delay
publishing information it said
would endanger lives or na-
tional security, but that did not
happen in this case.

The CIA regularly reviews
books by retired officers and
allows them to identify their
undercover colleagues by first
name and last initial, even
when they are still on the job.
The CIA said only the agency
is equipped to make those de-
cisions through a formal re-
view process.

Paul has risen to become
chief of the Near East Divi-
sion, overseeing operations in
the Middle East. Matt has

completed assignments in
Bahrain, Afghanistan and Pa-
kistan, where he was deputy
chief of tribal operations.

In another case involving
detainee mistreatment, an in-
terrogator named Albert put
an unloaded gun and a drill
without a bit to the head of a
suspected terrorist at a secret
prison in Poland. The inspec-
tor general labeled this a
‘‘mock execution’’ — some-
thing the U.S. is forbidden to
do. Albert was reprimanded.
His boss, Mike, who ran the
prison, retired during the in-
vestigation.

Albert stayed on until re-
tirement, then returned as a
contractor. Ron, the Poland
station chief who witnessed
the incident but didn’t stop it,
now runs the Central Europe-
an Division.

Little, the CIA spokesman,
said the agency’s accountabil-

ity process is vigorous and
thorough. CIA Director Leon
Panetta has fired employees
for misconduct in other cases,
he said.

‘‘Any suggestion that the
agency does not take seriously
its obligation to review em-
ployee misconduct — includ-
ing those of senior officers — is
flat wrong,’’ he said.

The CIA wants officers to
take chances. As former CIA
Director Michael Hayden told
Congress, officers should op-
erate so close to the boundar-
ies that they get ‘‘chalk on
their cleats.’’

When officers cross those
lines, discipline is usually car-
ried out secretly. In compli-
cated cases, the director can
convene a panel of senior offi-
cers to review the matter. But
the director has the final word
on discipline.

These reviews, along with

Justice Department and con-
gressional investigations, can
keep careers in limbo for years
and leave veteran officers won-
dering why some were disci-
plined and others weren’t.

‘‘It’s unpredictable and
scattershot,’’ said John Ma-
guire, a former senior opera-
tions officer who spent 23
years at the CIA.

After the Sept. 11 Commis-
sion faulted the CIA for being
‘‘averse to risk,’’ managers
have been reluctant to do any-
thing that might discourage
risk-taking, officials said.

The el-Masri case reveals
how that plays into disciplin-
ary decisions.

Some at the Counterterror-
ism Center doubted el-Masri
was a terrorist, current and
former officials said. But
Frances, a counterterrorism
analyst with no field experi-
ence, pushed ahead. She sup-
ported el-Masri’s rendition —
in which the CIA snatches
someone and takes him to an-
other country. Frances is re-
ferred to by her middle name
because her first is unusual.

Senior managers were
briefed, and a lawyer in the
Counterterrorism Center,
Elizabeth, signed off, former
officials said.

The CIA’s inspector general
determined there had been no
legal justification for el-Mas-
ri’s rendition. Though the in-
spector general does not make
legal conclusions, the CIA’s
watchdog had essentially said
the agency acted illegally.

The report came down hard
on Frances and faulted Eliza-
beth’s legal analysis. Nobody in
management was singled out.

Hayden decided that Eliza-
beth should be reprimanded,
current and former officials
said. Frances would be
spared, he told colleagues, be-
cause he didn’t want to deter
initiative within the ranks.

Hayden wouldn’t discuss
the case but said fairness was
only one factor.

‘‘Beyond the requirements
of fairness and justice, you al-
ways made these decisions
with an eye toward the future
health and operational suc-
cess of the institution,’’ Hay-
den said.

Frances now runs the CIA’s
Global Jihad unit dedicated to
hunting down al-Qaida. Eliza-
beth is now legal adviser to the
Near East division.

In his book ‘‘Beyond Repair,’’
longtime CIA officer Charles
Faddis contrasted the CIA with
the military, where he said offi-
cers are held responsible for
their mistakes and the mis-
takes of their subordinates.
‘‘There is no such system in
place within the CIA, and the
long-term effect is catastrophi-
cally corrosive,’’ Faddis wrote.

After a prisoner died at Abu
Ghraib prison in Iraq, one CIA
officer, Steve, was reprimand-
ed for not seeking medical at-
tention when the prisoner ar-
rived. But nobody was explic-
itly punished for the death.
Steve retired and is now back
with the CIA as a contractor.

Mystery surrounds long absence of Kiev mayor

Kiev
AP

------------------------------------------

The quirky mayor of Kiev has
raised plenty of eyebrows with
colorful behavior in public —
and just as many by vanishing
from view for weeks.

Ukrainian officials have a
hard time remembering the
last time they saw Mayor Leo-
nid Chernovetsky, whose an-
tics have earned him the nick-
name of ‘‘Cosmos.’’

But the mayor also has been
the target of crackdowns by
the central government, and
that could have motivated
Cosmos to stay out of sight.

City administration head
Oleksandr Popov says he last
met with the mayor toward the
end of 2010. The disappearance
stretched so long that Prime
Minister Mykola Azarov in-
structed Popov two weeks ago
to track down the mayor and
get him back to work.

Chernovetsky’s spokeswom-
an, Marta Hrymska, said Tues-
day the mayor is back on the
job after a vacation in Georgia.
But she did not elaborate, stat-
ing only that Chernovetsky
planned no public appearances.

His sudden shyness is deep-
ly out of character for a man
who liked the limelight so

much that his detractors sug-
gested he was mentally unbal-
anced. Some observers sug-
gest the disappearance is con-
nected to a struggle with
President Viktor Yanukovych
over control of Kiev’s assets.

Chernovetsky was elected
mayor in 2006 in what his oppo-
nents say was a dirty campaign
marred by bribing impover-
ished elderly voters with food.
Chernovetsky denied those alle-
gations, but has acknowledged
giving millions in bribes during
his days as a businessman.

This fall, Yanukovych fired
him as the head of the city ad-
ministration and installed

trusted ally Popov in his place.
Chernovetsky remained the
city mayor, but it was Yanuko-
vych’s team that was seen a s
calling all the shots in the city.
The two positions are separate,
but the duties often overlap.

CIA’s new website offers games, links to social media
Washington AFP-JIJI

The CIA has launched a revamped website with
links to YouTube and Flickr to help the public
better understand the spy agency’s often
clandestine work, officials said.

‘‘The idea behind these improvements is to
make more information about the agency
available to more people, more easily,’’ CIA
Director Leon Panetta said Monday. ‘‘The CIA
wants the American people and the world to
understand its mission and its vital role in keeping
our country safe.’’

Although the Central Intelligence Agency’s
mission has always hinged on secrecy, the spy

service is conscious of its public image — partly
for recruiting reasons — and in recent years has
added games and links for children on its website.

The CIA’s new YouTube channel will offer
‘‘current and historical videos about the agency’’ and
its Flickr site provides links to ‘‘copyright-free pictures
from CIA.gov for easy access,’’ the agency said.

The site already has a ‘‘kids’ page’’ that
includes games in which players can break a
secret code. But it tries to play down the role of
secret operations: ‘‘CIA employees gather
intelligence (or information) in a variety of ways,
not just by ‘spying’ like you see in the movies or on
TV (though we do some of that, too).’’

Daylight savings time eliminated

Moscow
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Russia will from next autumn
stop putting its clocks back in
winter, President Dmitry Med-
vedev said Tuesday, in a move
aimed at sparing Russians the
stress of the annual time
change.

The move means that Mos-
cow will be four hours ahead of
Greenwich Mean Time all year
round, but one prominent ana-
lyst said it was a worrying sign
Medvedev appeared more in-
terested in window-dressing
than real change.

‘‘I have taken a decision to
cancel the move to ‘winter’ time
starting from autumn of the
current year,’’ Russian news
agencies quoted Medvedev as
telling a meeting in the Krem-
lin. He explained the move by
saying that the need to adapt to
the time change each year was
causing Russians ‘‘stress and
illness.’’

‘‘This really disturbs the hu-
man biorhythm,’’ said Medved-
ev. ‘‘It’s just irritating. People
either oversleep or wake up
early and don’t know what to do
with the hour.’’

His decision means that Rus-
sians will be able to enjoy extra
daylight in the afternoons in the

long winter months when the
days are uncomfortably short
in most of the main cities across
the country.

Russia has nine time zones,
stretching from Kaliningrad on
the borders of the EU to Kam-
chatka in the Pacific.

Medvedev last year changed
Kamchatka’s time zone to eight
hours rather than nine hours
ahead of Moscow, a move that
sparked street protests in the
Far East region.

Time is a sensitive political
issue in a country of e x t r e m e
climate, where some zones
barely see sunlight in the win-
ter and then enjoy ‘‘white
nights’’ when it never gets dark
in the summer.

The Soviet Union introduced
a switch to summer time in 1981
and the issue has been the sub-
ject of lively debate ever since.

‘‘This great interest over the
time change is a worrying sig-
nal,’’ said political analyst Dmi-
try Oreshkin. ‘‘It seems they
are not managing to do serious
things and do small things to
create an illusion of activity.’’

Medvedev has embarked on
an ambitious plan to modern-
ize Russia but analysts have
said that well over halfway in-
to his term he has made scant
progress.

Reporter allegedly violated accreditation rules

Russia, U.K. spar
over expulsion
Moscow
AP, AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Russia’s Foreign Ministry
says it refused entry to a re-
porter from one of Britain’s
major newspapers because he
didn’t follow accreditation
procedures properly.

The Guardian newspaper,
however, said it was ‘‘baffled’’
by the statement and hadn’t re-
ceived an adequate explanation
of why Moscow-based Luke
Harding was refused entry to
the country when he tried to fly
in from Britain on Saturday.

The newspaper said the in-
cident was believed to be the
first removal of a British staff
journalist from the country
since the end of the Cold War.

The incident raised the pros-
pects of a new flareup of ten-
sions between Moscow and
London. Relations in recent
years had been troubled by
Britain’s expulsion of alleged
spies, by the murder in London
of dissident former Russian se-
curity officer Alexander Litvi-
nenko and by Britain’s granting
asylum to a Chechen rebel en-
voy and to billionaire Kremlin
critic Boris Berezovsky.

Europe Minister David Lid-
dington said Tuesday that al-
though Britain and Russia have
many common interests, ‘‘it is
also important that we are un-
afraid to raise very clearly in
our discussions with Russian
ministers and Russian officials
those areas about which we dis-
agree, and disagree strongly.’’

Harding had been in Britain
since November working o  n a
book about WikiLeaks. The
Guardian said he was held in a
Moscow airport detention cell

for 45 minutes Saturday, then
put on a London-bound plane
and given back his passport
with his Russian visa canceled.

The Russian Foreign Minis-
try said Harding was refused
entry because he had commit-
ted violations of accreditation
rules ‘‘which are well known to
all journalists.’’ However it
specified only one — the failure
to obtain a new accreditation
card before leaving the country.

The ministry statement said
if Harding resolves the accredi-
tation issue, he can return to
work in Russia for the period of
his current visa. However, if his
visa — which is separate from
government accreditation a  s a
journalist — was revoked as the
newspaper has reported, he
could face additional bureau-
cratic obstacles.

Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov was quoted by RIA No-
vosti as saying ‘‘nobody an-
nulled his visa.’’

Harding previously had
been detained in April 2010 in
Ingushetia, one of the Russian
Caucasus republics where se-
curity forces are fighting an
Islamic insurgency.

‘‘We warned him that he had
several times broken regula-
tions,’’ Lavrov said Tuesday.
‘‘He more than once visited a
zone that was under a counter-
terrorism regime and was in-
formed by security services
that he was obliged to make
this known.’’

The Guardian took issue with
Russia’s account. ‘‘We have still
not received an adequate expla-
nation of why Luke Harding was
deported on arrival . . .  despite
having a valid visa,’’ the paper
said.

Ties with Japan still have room for expansion in many sectors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

two countries held construc-
tive dialogue on bilateral and
international issues and new
grounds for expanding mutual
cooperation were investigat-
ed. In this regard, the visit of
the speaker of the Islamic

Consultative Assembly of Iran
to Japan after a 25-year lapse
from the previous visit, the
visit of the minister of Foreign
Affairs of Iran to Tokyo, the
continuation of political dia-
logue between the deputy for-
eign ministers of the two coun-

tries, the visit of the president
of the Iranian Chamber of
Commerce and the accompa-
nying business delegation to
Tokyo are worth mentioning.

Trade between Iran and Ja-
pan has increased substantial-
ly in recent years. In 2010 the
volume of trade between the
two countries increased up to
b30 percent and reached
around $14 billion.

As President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad underlined in a
meeting with Tokyo’s new am-
bassador to Tehran, the Irani-
an side has the willingness to
further boost its trade with Ja-
pan much beyond the current
level. There are many unused
capacities for the expansion of
bilateral ties and the emer-
gence of new opportunities on
the international scene has ne-
cessitated further consolida-
tion of our two countries’ rela-
tions.

I would also like to mention
that in 2010 numerous cultural
events were held, including
the exhibition of antique Per-
sian silk carpets at the Yoko-
hama Silk Museum, an exhibit
of Iran-Japan relations histor-
ical documents, an exhibition
in Nara of carpets from Iran, a
seminar on the 130th anniver-

sary of the visit of the first em-
issary of Japan’s government
to Iran, performances of Ira-
nian traditional music,
screenings of Iranian movie
screenings, and especially the
running of ‘‘Zoorkhaneh’’ or
the ‘‘Sport of the Heroes’’
event in Tokyo and Osaka last
December. These programs
had important effects for the
further mutual understanding
and knowledge of the people of
Iran and Japan.

Despite considerable and
varied levels of bilateral ex-
changes and cooperation,
there are still many unused
capacities that can provide
more benefits for the two sides
but also will have deserved
roles in the consolidation and
expansion of regional and in-
ternational peace and securi-
ty.

It goes without saying that
the existing capacities in Iran
cannot be ignored and the cur-
rent circumstances require
that Japan, in line with its na-
tional interests, considers a
longer-term perspective for
its bilateral relations with
Iran and guarantee its long-
term interests in the Middle
East.

Thank you.

Deeply rooted bonds endure

Emiko Okada
CHAIRWOMAN, JAPAN-IRAN CULTURAL

EXCHANGE ASSOCIATION

---------------------------------------

It is a great pleasure for me to
extend my sincerest
felicitations to the government
and people of the Islamic
Republic of Iran on the
auspicious occasion of the
32nd anniversary of the victory
of the Islamic Revolution of
Iran.

Every autumn a large
number of Persian antiques,
such as bowls, tissues and
other structures, that were
transferred to Japan during the
Nara Period (710 to 784) are
exhibited in the Shosoin

Treasure House in Nara.
The people of Japan see a

bond with Iran’s culture and
civilization through these
treasures, brought to Japan by
way of the Silk Road.

The exchange of such art
objects and the interactions of
the people and cultures are
deeply rooted in the hearts and
minds of the people of the two
nations and are immune
against ups and downs in
economic or political
conditions.

I sincerely wish further
prosperity to the Iranian nation
and hope that it continues its
spiritual and cultural affluence
that are as luminous and solid
as silk.

Leonid Chernovetsky

Khaled el-Masri

About face: Russian President Dmitry Medvedev and Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin talk while skiing near the Black Sea
resort of Sochi in January. AFP-JIJI
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