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Lithuania independence day

Italy slams European body over lack of help with illegal migrant issue

Tunisia refugee troubles
highlight failed EU policy
Brussels/Djerba Tunisia
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The EU, angrily accused by It-
aly of leaving it ‘‘on its own’’ to
deal with an influx of Tunisian
refugees, remains relatively
powerless to act on illegal im-
migration due to a lack of
means and will.

Italian Interior Minister Ro-
berto Maroni sent shock waves
across Europe this weekend by
suggesting Italian troops inter-
vene in Tunisia to block a flux of
5,000 arrivals in five days from
the North African country.

The reason for his proposed
military intervention? ‘‘Europe
is not doing anything. . .  . As usu-
al, we’re on our own,’’ he said.

His attack irritated the Euro-
pean commissioner in c h a r g e
of the issue, Cecilia Malms-
troem, whose proposals to Eu-
ropean Union member states to
improve action against illicit
migration are repeatedly re-
jected, one of her aides said.

Malmstroem said Italian au-
thorities had been asked over
the weekend if they needed
help. ‘‘Their reply was clear:
‘We don’t need the European
commission’s assistance at this
stage,’ ’’ she said.

‘‘It’s not true that Italy re-
fused help,’’ countered Maroni’s
spokeswoman, Isabella Votino.

The squabble highlights the
failure by the European
Union’s 27 member states to
agree on a battle plan against
illegal migration as well as a
common policy on asylum.

Brussels wants the EU’s
border management agency
Frontex to have a budget big
enough to buy boats, helicop-
ters and planes. But EU mem-
ber states, notably Germany
and the Nordic countries, have
refused the funding.

With a yearly budget of
around ¤90 million ($122 mil-
lion) — ¤32 million for admin-
istration and wages alone —
Frontex barely manages to do
more than complete pilot op-
erations and studies, an EU
diplomat who asked to remain
anonymous said.

Malmstroem also had de-
manded that member states
be forced to take part in Fron-
tex operations. But that idea,
too, was turned down.

Its mission is to monitor the
EU’s external borders through
joint patrols, to accompany
forced repatriations and to de-
ploy when necessary a rapid
‘‘Rabit’’ reaction force made
up of border guards from
across the EU. However, con-
tributions to the Rabit force
are voluntary — though subsi-
dized by EU funding.

Many EU member states,
notably Britain and the Scan-
dinavians, refuse all burden-
sharing with countries over-
whelmed by migrants or asy-
lum seekers — examining, for
example, requests by asylum
seekers in Greece to be reunit-
ed with family in Britain.

‘‘Instead of criticizing the
EU, Italy should denounce
those among its partner na-
tions who block proposals,’’
said a diplomat who asked not
to be identified.

Meanwhile, eight Tunisian
migrants who attempted to
cross by sea to Italy accused
Tunisia’s coast guard Monday
of having rammed their boat,
killing five people and leaving
30 missing.

Survivors said the coast
guard vessel split their boat in
half Friday as it carried 120
migrants making their way
from Tunisia to Italy.

Eleven families who lost
relatives in the incident have
said they will file a legal com-
plaint Tuesday against the
crew of the Liberte 302 boat in-
volved in the incident.

‘‘The boat . . .  was carrying
120 passengers, 85 people
were saved, five died and 30
are still missing,’’ said one of
the survivors, 23-year-old
Ziad Ben Abdaalah.

Berlusconi indicted
in prostitution probe
Premier faces
first trial over
personal affairs

Milan
AP

------------------------------------------

An Italian judge on Tuesday
ordered Premier Silvio Ber-
lusconi to stand trial on
charges he paid for sex with a
17-year-old Moroccan girl,
then tried to cover it up.

Berlusconi has stood trial
on a number of business-relat-
ed charges, but this is the first
time the 74-year-old billion-
aire businessman is being
tried for personal conduct.
Berlusconi has denied wrong-
doing, accusing the prosecu-
tors of seeking to oust him
from power.

Judge Cristina Di Censo
handed down the indictment
with a terse statement. The tri-
al is to begin April 6, and will be
heard by a panel of three judg-
es, all of them women.

The decision means Di Cen-
so believes there is sufficient
evidence to subject Berlusconi
to an immediate trial, as has
been requested by prosecu-
tors. The sped-up procedure
skips the preliminary hearing
stage and is ordered in cases
of overwhelming evidence.

Paying for sex with a prosti-
tute is not a crime in Italy, but
it is if the prostitute is under
18.

Berlusconi has called the
accusations ‘‘groundless’’ and
dismissed the case as a
‘‘farce.’’

But the indictment adds to
Berlusconi’s troubles at a time
when the three-time premier
is politically vulnerable fol-
lowing a split with an ex-ally,
and will increase pressure on
him to resign — a possibility
he has repeatedly rejected.

‘‘We didn’t expect anything
different,’’ one of Berlusconi’s
attorneys, Piero Longo, was
quoted as saying by the Affari-
taliani website.

Prosecutors allege Berlus-
coni paid for sex with the Mo-
roccan girl, nicknamed Ruby,
then used his influence to get
her out of police custody when
she was detained for the unre-
lated suspected theft of ¤3,000
($4,103). They allege that Ber-
lusconi feared her relation-
ship to him would be revealed.

Both Berlusconi and Ruby
have denied having sexual re-
lations, although she has said
Berlusconi gave her ¤7,000
($9,550) on their first meeting.

The child prostitution
charge carries a possible pris-
on sentence of six months to
three years. The abuse of in-
fluence charge, which experts
say is more dangerous for Ber-
lusconi, carries a possible sen-
tence of four to 12 years.

The trial brings to four the
number of judicial cases Ber-
lusconi is currently battling.
They will all be starting or re-
suming in coming weeks, after
Italy’s highest-court recently
watered down an immunity
bill his government had
passed to suspend the trials.

Berlusconi is charged in a
tax fraud case relating to his
Mediaset media empire, and
charged with bribery in anoth-
er case. Another tax fraud
case, but pertaining to more
recent events than the ongoing
Mediaset trial, will continue
with a preliminary hearing
next month.

Yukos tycoon ruling
‘imposed on judge’
Moscow
AP

------------------------------------------

The judge who convicted oil ty-
coon Mikhail Khodorkovsky did
not write the verdict and read it
against his will in the Moscow
courtroom, the judge’s assis-
tant said Monday.

The claim, laid out in detail
in an interview, provides a rare
look inside Russia’s judicial
system, where judges are sus-
ceptible to political pressure.

Judge Viktor Danilkin found
Khodorkovsky guilty in De-
cember of stealing oil from his
own oil company and extended
his prison term through 2017.

The assistant, Natalya Vasi-
lyeva, who is also the represen-
tative for the court, said the
verdict was imposed upon Dan-
ilkin when it became clear his
own ruling would not please top
Russian officials behind the po-
litically driven case.

‘‘Danilkin began to write the
verdict. I suspect that what
was in that verdict did not suit
his higher-ups, and therefore
he received another verdict,
which he had to read,’’ Vasi-

lyeva said in an interview
broadcast on the cable televi-
sion channel Dozhd and
printed in the online news por-
tal Gazeta.ru.

Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin has been seen as the
driving force behind the unre-
lenting legal attack on Kho-
dorkovsky, who has been im-
prisoned since 2003. Shortly
before the verdict was an-
nounced, Putin said Khodor-
kovsky should stay in prison.

Vasilyeva’s claim appeared
to be a public acknowledgment
of what many observers of the
trial had already assumed.

During the 20-month trial,
Danilkin had given the impres-
sion that he was seriously con-
sidering the merits of the case
and often joined the defense
lawyers and audience in laugh-
ing at the prosecutors’ gaffes.
He treated Khodorkovsky with
respect and allowed current
and former government offi-
cials to testify in his defense.

But when he began reading
the verdict — a summary of the
trial that took him four days to
get through — it was immedi-

ately clear that whatever hopes
there had been for leniency
were gone. He rarely raised his
eyes while speed-reading
through the hundreds of pages.

Khodorkovsky’s mother put
it bluntly, saying, ‘‘They must
have tortured him to get him
to say what he did.’’

The defense lawyers said that
much of the verdict was copied
from the indictment and the
prosecutors’ final arguments.
‘‘The judge is only the nominal
author of that verdict,’’ lead de-
fense lawyer Vadim Klyuvgant
said at the time.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Man linked to London blasts freed
New York AP

An al-Qaida operative who helped set up the camp where the
2005 London suicide bombers were trained has been sentenced to
10 years of probation after serving less than five years in prison.

Mohammed Junaid Babar, 35, confessed in 2004 to setting up
the camp in South Waziristan, Pakistan, and equipping it with
explosives, night vision goggles and camping gear.

A year after his confession, four men who were trained at the
camp detonated backpack bombs in the London underground,
killing themselves and 52 victims. After the bombings, Babar
testified for the government in four trials targeting al-Qaida
militants, three of which were held in Britain and one in Canada.

Babar pleaded guilty to five terrorism charges and faced a
possible 70 years in prison, but court documents show that on
Dec. 10 he was sentenced to time served and 10 years of
probation as a reward for his cooperation.

His sentence, which was originally reported Monday by The
Guardian newspaper, prompted a fierce reaction in Britain. A
lawyer representing victims’ families and survivors of the
London bombings called the move ‘‘crazy.’’

Alleged Turkish coup leader jailed
Istanbul AFP-JIJI

The alleged mastermind of a 2003 plot to topple Turkey’s
government was jailed Monday pending trial as police targeted
opposition journalists in a separate coup probe, Anatolia news
agency reported. Retired Gen. Cetin Dogan turned himself in after a
court ruled Friday that 163 of 196 acting and retired soldiers, on trial
since December over an alleged plan to overthrow the government,
should be kept in jail while the trial proceeds, Anatolia said.

In a related development, police detained a well-known
opposition journalist as part of a separate probe into a purported
secularist network, Ergenekon, which allegedly plotted to foment
political unrest and pave the way for a coup, Anatolia said.

Soner Yalcin was detained after police searched his home and
the office of his popular website, odatv.com, in Istanbul, it said.

A prosecutor has issued a detention order for three other
journalists working for the website, it said.

Man on trial in German incest case
KoblenzGermany AP

A 48-year-old German admitted fathering at least seven
children with his stepdaughter Tuesday as his trial opened on
charges he abused her, his natural daughter and his stepson for
more than 20 years and forced the two girls into prostitution.

The man, identified only as Detlef S. in line with German
privacy rules, is charged with 350 counts of sexually abusing
minors in his care between 1987 and 2010, and with 35 counts of
facilitating sexual acts with minors. He faces up to 15 years in
prison if found guilty. The defendant began abusing his twin
stepchildren, who are now 28, in 1987 when they were around
four years old, according to the indictment. He first assaulted
his own daughter, who is today 18, on her 12th birthday once all
the children from her birthday party had gone home,
prosecutors told the court, the DAPD news agency reported.

Free girls’ killer: Jordan minister
Amman AP, AFP-JIJI

In an unprecedented move, Jordan’s new justice minister on
Monday joined dozens of protesters demanding the early
release of a Jordanian soldier who killed seven Israeli
schoolgirls in 1997.

Minister Hussein Mjali previously served as the defense
lawyer of army Cpl. Ahmed Daqamseh, who shot dead the girls
during an outing near Jordan’s border with Israel.

‘‘I support the demonstrators’ demand to free Ahmad
Daqamseh. He’s a hero,’’ Mjali said after taking part in a sit-in
held by trade unions.

Mexico snubs French fete over ruling
Mexico City AP

The Mexican government said Monday it will not participate in
France’s yearlong festival celebrating Mexican culture because
of a feud over a French woman convicted of kidnapping.

The Foreign Relations Department said it is shocked that
French President Nicolas Sarkozy said the festival should be
used to draw attention to the case of Florence Cassez.

‘‘It is really surprising that a head of state would make a foreign
policy decision that affects ties between two nations and
governments in consultation with a person condemned by Mexican
justice for a particularly serious crime,’’ the statement said.

Tensions over the five-year case reignited last week when an
appeals court upheld Cassez’s conviction and 60-year prison
sentence. Her lawyer and the French government say the case
has been plagued with abuses.

A day to remember great Lithuanian countrymen
Dainius Kamaitis
AMBASSADOR OF LITHUANIA

------------------------------------------

I am grateful to The Japan
Times for this opportunity to
address its readers on the oc-
casion of the 93rd anniver-
sary of the dec-
laration of the
restoration of
the state of
L i t h u a n  i  a  .
This day is a
symbol of our
unity and pro-
tection of state-
hood, inseparable in respect
to our history and every free-
dom fighter who brought us
the opportunity to celebrate
this solemn event today.

The year began with a se-
ries of events to commemo-
rate the 20th anniversary of
the Day of Defenders of Free-
dom. Let us remember: On
Jan. 13, 1991, the Lithuanian
people withstood Soviet ag-
gression and secured their
homeland’s freedom only by
the power of mind, and the

spirit of truth and love. Un-
armed Lithuanians fought
not only for their right to live
in an independent and demo-
cratic state but also for the
triumph of the fundamental
values of  democracy
throughout Europe. The at-
tempt to return Lithuania to
the Soviet Union by force left
14 people dead and around 700
injured. But on that fateful
night, Lithuania’s victory
sped up the transformation of
the Soviet Union, and the
backing provided by demo-
cratic governments and the
international community
prevented another closing of
the Iron Curtain.

Since then, having re-
stored its international role
by joining the European
Union and NATO in 2004,
Lithuania actively partici-
pates in world politics.

This year my country is
chairing the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE), and will
hand over the Community of

Democracies chairman’s ba-
ton to Mongolia in July.

And in 2013, Lithuania will
face perhaps the most impor-
tant challenge since its ac-
cession to the EU, assuming
the presidency of the Council
of the European Union for the
second half of the year.

On the cultural front, there
are two notable anniversa-
ries related to Lithuania with
which UNESCO is associat-
ed: the 100th anniversary of
the death of Mikalojus Kon-
stantinas Ciurlionis and the
100th anniversary of the birth
of Czeslaw Milosz.

The symbolist painter and
c o m p o s e r  C i u r l i o n i s
(1875-1911) is perhaps the
most famous Lithuanian art-
ist of all time. His work is a
complex and versatile phe-
nomenon not only in Lithua-
nian art but also in that of the
whole of Eastern Europe at
the turn of the 20th century.
Having absorbed many of the
qualities of the ‘‘fin de siecle’’
epoch, Ciurlionis’ works con-

centrated certain ideals be-
longing to the future modern-
ism that at the time was not
yet fully developed.

He was not only a painter
and romantic, but a material-
istic thinker, too. This is
probably the reason why

now, 100 years after his
death, the interest in his
works is steadily increasing.
They have been analyzed by
various American, French,
German, Russian, etc., crit-
ics, but even today, it is diffi-
cult to define Ciurlionis’ art
and attribute it to any partic-
ular European art move-
ment. Some draw parallels
between him and the futur-
ists, surrealists or abstrac-
tionists; others call him the
initiator of modernism and
compare him to Wassily Kan-
dinsky, Odilon Redon, Fran-
tisek Kupka and Edvard
Munch. His paintings have
been displayed at interna-
tional exhibitions in Europe,
Japan and the United States.

Though he is better known
as a painter, his musical heri-
tage has had a profound influ-
ence on modern Lithuanian
music. His discoveries in
polyphonic composition tech-
nique place his name next to
those of Fryderyk Franci-
szek (Frederic) Chopin, Jo-

hann Strauss and Alexander
Nikolayevich Scriabin.

You would also probably
find it interesting that Ciur-
lionis’ name has been given to
cliffs in Franz Josef Land, a
peak in the Pamirs and to as-
teroid No. 2420.

Milosz (in Lithuanian Ces-
lovas Milosas, 1911-2004),
winner of the 1980 Nobel
Prize in literature as well as
of many other prestigious lit-
erary awards, was one of the
greatest and most famous po-
ets in the world. According to
critics from many countries,
his diversified works are one
of the major phenomena of
20th-century literature. Be-
ing a Polish poet strongly
dedicated to Polish society
and language, he was born in
Lithuania, and throughout all
his life maintained strong
emotional and cultural con-
nections with his native coun-
try. However, Milosz empha-
sized his identity with the
multiethnic Grand Duchy of
Lithuania, and therefore re-

fused to identify himself as
either a Pole or a Lithuanian,
sparking certain controver-
sies.

Coming from Eastern Eu-
rope, which was under Soviet
dominance, he was the most
important writer from that
part of Europe who used his
poetry to fight the totalitari-
an ideology and express his
objection to the enslavement
of man. As a novelist, Milosz
won renown with his books
about the violations of human
rights committed by the to-
talitarian system in the Sovi-
et-dominated states.

As a translator from many
languages, he coped with all

literary tradition — from Wil-
liam Shakespeare through
Japanese haiku poets to the
Bible.

Finally, looking at the rela-
tions with Japan, I wish to
bring to your attention two
important dates on the diplo-
matic front. In October, the
20th anniversary of the resto-
ration of diplomatic relations
will be celebrated, and 2012
will be a call to remembrance
of 90 years since Lithuania
and Japan entered into for-
mal relations, after Japan
had officially recognized
Lithuania four years after
my country had restored its
statehood.

Illegal influx: Tunisian immigrants wait to board a bus for a temporary facility after arriving on
the Italian island of Lampedusa on Sunday. AFP-JIJI

Mikalojus Konstantinas
Ciurlionis, the most famous
Lithuanian artist

Show of support: A protester
holds a portrait of jailed oil
tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky
during a rally in St.
Petersburg on Saturday. AP

Silvio Berlusconi
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