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Brunei Darussalam national day

Tourism will help further bilateral relationship
Kozo Watanabe
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-BRUNEI

PARLIAMENTARIANS’ LEAGUE FOR THE

PROMOTION OF FRIENDSHIP

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 27th an-
niversary of the independence
of Brunei Da-
russalam, I
would like to
convey on be-
half of the Ja-
p a n - B r u  n  e  i
Parliamen t a r i -
ans’ League for
the Promotion
of Friendship my heartfelt fe-
licitations to His Majesty Sul-
tan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah and
the people of his state.

Brunei is a country blessed
with natural resources that
has continued its path toward
development. The country has
succeeded in building a stable,

wealthy society, and as a key
member of ASEAN, its pres-
ence continues to grow.

I was one of the fortunate
participants who took part in
the ceremony seven years ago
celebrating the 20th anniver-
sary of Japan-Brunei rela-
tions. That marked my first
visit to the country and I was
deeply moved by the warm re-
ception I received. Rich natu-
ral resources and warm,
friendly people — these things
played no small part in mak-
ing Brunei my favorite coun-
try. In addition, I was able to
exchange opinions and have
fruitful discussions with Sul-
tan Haji Hassanal and the peo-
ple of Brunei.

It is my sincere wish that
more Japanese visit Brunei
and see how wonderful the
country is with their own eyes.

By this I mean not just govern-
ment officials and those who
already have relationships
with the country, but more visi-
tors, tourists and companies as
well. I believe that bilateral re-
lations at every level, includ-
ing the civil level, will help to
promote the relationship be-
tween the two countries. In ad-
dition, it is my wish for the peo-
ple of Brunei to visit Japan so
that they may see what Japan
has to offer as well.

In order to further relation-
ships between any two coun-
tries, inter-personal relation-
ships are crucial and neces-
sary. If mutual respect is born

out of such interaction, then
the relationship between the
two countries will be second to
none. As the chairman of the
parliamentarians’ league, I
will work diligently toward
having members of the Diet
visit Brunei. I hope that by or-
ganizing such exchanges, it
will act as a catalyst to enliven
the interpersonal relation-
ships between the two coun-
tries.

Lastly, I sincerely would
like to extend my best wishes
to Sultan Haji Hassanal and
the people of Brunei Darussa-
lam for their further prosperi-
ty and development.

Scope of cooperation expands
Mohamad Alias Serbini
AMBASSADOR OF BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

------------------------------------------

On this auspicious occasion
of celebrating our 27th Na-
tional Day, and on behalf of
the govern-
ment of His
Majesty Padu-
ka Seri Bagin-
da Sultan and
Yang Di-Per-
tuan of Brunei
D a r u s s  a  l  a  m
and the people
of Brunei Darussalam, it is a
great honor to convey our re-
spectful greetings and best
wishes to Their Imperial
Majesties, the Emperor Aki-
hito and Empress Michiko,
members of the Imperial
Family, and to the govern-
ment and people of Japan.

Brunei Darussalam and
Japan have continuously en-
joyed warm, cordial and
friendly relations for the last
40 years. Such bonds are fur-
ther cemented by the visit of
His Majesty Paduka Seri

Baginda Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussa-
lam to attend the APEC lead-
ers’ summit and the meeting
with His Imperial Majesty
Emperor Akihito, which sig-
nify the importance of the
long-standing alliance.

Looking back over the past
years, notable achievements
have been reached in various
fields. Most significant are
the signing of the Brunei Da-
russalam-Japan Economic
Partnership Agreement
(BJEPA) and the Double
Taxation Avoidance Agree-
ment (DTAA). Hence, for the
coming years, high emphasis
is placed on building up this
good relationship that both
countries have enjoyed so far
in all areas and levels.

To this very day, Japan re-
mains an important dialogue
partner, a major investor for
Brunei Darussalam and a
significant trading partner in
liquefied natural gas (LNG)
since 1972. Until now, Brunei
Darussalam continuously be-

comes a reliable and stable
supplier of LNG to Japan.
Based on this, the govern-
ment of Brunei Darussalam
and the Japanese buyers
have agreed to discuss the ex-
tension of the current LNG
contract, which is set to end
in the near future, in a mutu-
ally beneficial manner.

Last May, His Majesty the
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
of Brunei Darussalam offi-
cially launched the opening
of the methanol plant of Bru-
nei Methanol Co. (BMC). It is
a joint venture between Na-
tional Petroleum Brunei and
Japanese firms, namely Mi-
tsubishi Gas Chemical Co.
and Itochu Corp., which has
the capacity to produce about
850,000 tons of methanol an-
nually, solely for export to
other parts of the world in-
cluding Japan. In fact, the
first shipment of 10,000 tons
of methanol was made soon
after the officiating of the
plant, marking the first ma-
jor downstream activity of

Brunei Darussalam. The pet-
rochemicals facility and oth-
er downstream industries in
the pipeline are part of the
aggressive efforts of the gov-
ernment of Brunei Darussa-
lam to achieve Brunei’s Vi-
sion 2035, which calls for eco-
nomic diversification.

In the non-oil and gas sec-
tor, the government of Bru-
nei Darussalam has already
undertaken other major pro-
jects to diversify the econo-
my such as the Brunei Halal
Industry, self-sufficiency in
rice production, tourism and
a deep-water port container
terminal at Pulau Muara Be-
sar.

In this connection, the gov-
ernment of Brunei Darussa-
lam has also embarked on at-
tracting potential investors
in its diversification efforts.
Also, as part of this concerted
effort, throughout this year
we together with the relevant
agencies in Brunei have iden-
tified a number of projects
and programs to further in-
crease the presence and
awareness of Brunei Darus-
salam, including partaking
in various promotional exhi-
bitions, seminars and busi-
ness meetings with potential
partners all over Japan.
These endeavors will also
provide good opportunities
for our small and medium-
size enterprises (SMEs) to
introduce and promote their
products and increase their
knowledge of the Japanese
market to enhance their com-
petitiveness, which is in line
with Brunei’s Vision 2035 to
enable the SMEs to achieve
leadership in business and in-
dustry.

Currently, a Brunei Week
Exhibition is being held in To-
kyo where a number of exhib-
itors from Brunei Darussa-
lam and Japan in food and
beverages, handicrafts and
interior lifestyle, tourism
and hospitality services sec-

tor are participating under a
single theme of ‘‘Peaceful
Brunei.’’ Such an event is the
first of its kind to be orga-
nized solely to showcase Bru-
nei Darussalam’s products
and uniqueness.

Besides the energy sector,
Brunei and Japan have also
extended their scope of coop-
eration. One of the areas of co-
operation is in the renewable
and alternative energy, where
the government of Brunei Da-
russalam through its agencies
and university are working
closely with Mitsubishi Corp.

and Japanese universities and
research institutes to develop
the potentials of this new
source of energy in Brunei Da-
russalam. In addition, other
collaborations in research and
capacity building in halal
products and the health sector
including cancer treatment
are also undertaken. These al-
so include the annual exchang-
es of students at all levels from
both countries.

The signing of the Memo-
randum of Understanding be-
tween Jerudong Medical Park
Centre, Brunei Darussalam,

and Southern Tohoku General
Hospital recently signifies the
desire to cooperate in the med-
ical sector. Such collaboration
will be a fundamental and ma-
jor venture toward enriching
the development of Brunei’s
human resources and techno-
logical knowledge in line with
Brunei’s Vision 2035. The ex-
change program, besides rais-
ing the knowledge in their re-
spective fields, is also an im-
portant aspect to promote
understanding on the different
cultures, values and way of
life between the students of

our two countries.
In conclusion, we would like

to acknowledge the commend-
able contributions by the Ja-
pan-Brunei Parliamentari-
ans’ League, Japan-Brunei
Friendship Association and
Kyushu-Brunei Darussalam
Club in strengthening the bi-
lateral relationship between
Brunei Darussalam and Ja-
pan. We are looking forward to
continuing the relationship be-
tween our two countries at all
levels in a mutually beneficial
manner in the next 40 years or
more.

Landmark: The Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddin Mosque, built in 1958, dominates the skyline of
Brunei’s capital Bandar Seri Begawan. BRUNEI TOURIST DEPARTMENT

Nature: Pilong Rock, offshore of Muara in eastern Brunei, is a
scenic tourist attraction. BRUNEI TOURISM DEPARTMENT

Cementing bonds: Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah and Emperor Akihito meet in Tokyo on Nov. 13 while the leader of Brunei is in
Japan to attend the APEC summit. BRUNEI INFORMATION DEPARTMENT
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Brunei Darussalam national day/world

Achieving food security
His Majesty Paduka Seri Bag-
inda Sultan and Yang Di-Per-
tuan of Brunei Darussalam,
accompanied by His Royal
Highness the Crown Prince of
Brunei Darussalam, planted
Laila rice during a launching
ceremony of the project Culti-
vation of Padi Toward
Achieving Self-Sufficiency in
Rice Production on April 27,
2009.

It is one of the projects initi-
ated by the government to
boost Brunei’s local rice pro-
duction from the current 1,300
hectares to nearly 10,000 hect-
ares by 2015 to achieve 60 per-
cent self-sufficiency. The Lai-
la rice, which is a new hybrid
high-yield variety of rice in-
troduced during the launch-
ing ceremony, has been prov-
en to be more healthy besides
its scientifically enhanced ad-
vantages.

This project will also in-
volve several approaches in-
cluding the upgrading of farm

infrastructure such as drain-
age and irrigation systems
and roads.

Wisconsin unions see GOP cracks
Brown stands
by plan to limit
labor rights in
public sector

Madison Wis.
AP

------------------------------------------

A handful of Republican law-
makers in Wisconsin seem to
hold one of the few paths to a
compromise that could end a
high-stakes stalemate over
union rights that has captured
the country’s attention.

Gov. Scott Walker made
clear Monday he won’t back
off his proposal to effectively
eliminate collective bargain-
ing rights for most public em-
ployees. Senate Democrats
who fled the state last week to
delay the plan vowed not to
come back to allow it to pass —
even if they have to miss votes
on other bills Tuesday. And
union leaders said they would
not let up on protests that have
consumed Wisconsin’s capital
for a week and made the state
the center of a national debate
over the role of public employ-
ee unions.

That dynamic means it
might take Republicans in the
Legislature who believe Walk-
er is going too far to try to
break the impasse. One idea
that has been floated by Re-
publican Sen. Dale Schultz
would temporarily take away
bargaining rights to get
through the state’s next two-
year budget, then immediate-
ly restore them.

Walker rejected that idea
during an interview Monday
on MSNBC.

‘‘It will never get to me be-
cause other than that one state
senator, all the rest of the Re-
publicans are firmly behind
our proposal,’’ Walker said in
the interview, calling it an un-
acceptable short-term fix.

Walker was meeting Mon-
day morning with Republican
lawmakers.

The dispute in the Midwest-
ern state is being watched
across America because if
Walker prevails in Wisconsin,
other conservative Republi-
can governors may try to go
after powerful public employ-
ee unions as part of their bud-
get-cutting policies.

Defeating the Wisconsin bill
and others like it is crucial for
public-sector unions, an im-
portant part of the Democrat-
ic Party base. President Ba-
rack Obama and other Demo-

crats will need the strong sup-
port of unions in the 2012 elec-
tion — especially in key swing
states like Wisconsin — to
counter a huge influx of corpo-
rate funds allowed under a Su-
preme Court decision last
year.

While it’s unclear whether
Schultz’s proposal would be
acceptable to his colleagues,
Democratic Sen. Jon Erpen-
bach said in a phone interview
from the hotel room in Chica-

go where he’s hiding out that
Schultz was brave for making
the proposal. He said Schultz
and five or six other Republi-
can senators who have ties to
organized labor are in the best
position to get both sides to ne-
gotiate a deal.

Protesters who crowded in-
side the Capitol for a sixth day
Sunday had a similar mes-
sage. They hung a banner in
the Capitol reading ‘‘Wiscon-
sin needs 3 cou(R)ageous Sen-

ators,’’ referring to the num-
ber of Republicans needed to
join with Democrats to block
the bill.

The protesters have includ-
ed teachers, who have some-
times arrived in such high
numbers that their districts
were forced to close due to un-
derstaffing. The Madison
School District was closed
Wednesday through Monday
but was expected to reopen
Tuesday.

A few dozen protesters
spent the night inside the Capi-
tol again Sunday, with many
of them still huddled inside
sleeping bags before 8 a.m.
Monday. By midmorning the
number of protesters, many of
them banging on drums, grew
to several hundred inside the
building. The walls of the nor-
mally immaculate Capitol
were adorned with signs urg-
ing Walker to back down, but
he’s shown no willingness to
compromise.

Walker’s spokesman, Cul-
len Werwie, on Monday ac-
cused Senate Democrats of
vacationing and renewed the
call for them to return and
vote on the bill.

So far, there’s little evi-
dence that lawmakers will
move to compromise. ‘‘Won’t
happen, won’t happen, won’t
happen,’’ said Senate Majority
Leader Scott Fitzgerald. The
Republican said he spoke with
every member of his caucus
over the weekend and they re-
mained ‘‘rock solid’’ in their
support for Walker’s plan,
even if they had some internal
disagreements earlier.

Fitzgerald said Republicans
could not back down now be-
cause the governor’s two-year
budget blueprint, to be released
in the coming days, slashes
spending for public schools and
municipal services by $1 billion
or more. Local government
leaders will need to make cuts
without bargaining with em-
ployees, he said.

Walker’s plan would allow
unions representing most pub-
lic employees to negotiate only
for wage increases, not benefits
or working conditions. Any
wage increase above the Con-
sumer Price Index would have
to be approved in a referen-
dum. Unions would face a vote
of membership every year to
stay formed, and workers could
opt out of paying dues.

The plan would also require
many public employees to cut
their take-home pay by about 8
percent by contributing more of
their salaries toward their
health insurance and retire-
ment benefits. Union leaders
said their members are willing
to accept those concessions, but
they will not give up their right
to collectively bargain.

Wisconsin was the first
state to enact a comprehen-
sive collective bargaining law
in 1959. It’s also the birthplace
of the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal
Employees, the national union
representing all nonfederal
public employees, which was
founded in 1936 in Madison.

Petraeus remark
over burned kids
shocks Afghans
Kabul
THE WASHINGTON POST, AP

------------------------------------------

To the shock of President Ha-
mid Karzai’s aides, U.S. Gen.
David Petraeus suggested
Sunday that Afghans caught
up in a coalition attack in
northeastern Afghanistan
might have burned their own
children to exaggerate claims
of civilian casualties, accord-
ing to two participants at the
meeting.

Petraeus’s exact language
in the closed-door session at
the presidential palace is not
known, nor the precise mes-
sage he meant to convey. But
his remarks about the deadly
U.S. military operation in
Konar Province were inter-
preted as deeply offensive by
some in the room. They spoke
on condition of anonymity to
describe private discussions.

They said he dismissed alle-
gations by Karzai’s office and
the provincial governor that ci-
vilians were killed, and said res-
idents invented stories, or even
injured their children, to blame
U.S. forces for targeting civil-
ians and to stop the operation.

‘‘I was dizzy. My head was
spinning,’’ one participant
said about listening to Petrae-
us. ‘‘This was shocking. Would
any father do this to his chil-
dren? This is really absurd.’’

Petraeus, through a spokes-
man, declined comment.

U.S. and Afghan officials
have started to investigate
what happened during a three-
to four-day operation in the
mountains of Ghaziabad dis-
trict, one of the most dangerous
and inhospitable parts of Af-
ghanistan. U.S. military offi-
cials said there is no evidence
innocent civilians died. The
governor of Konar, Fazlullah
Wahidi, disagreed, citing re-
ports from villagers that d o z -
ens of women and children per-
ished. Karzai’s office placed the
civilian death toll at 50.

The key period involves five
hours from Thursday night in-
to Friday morning, when
Apache helicopters fired on
suspected insurgents who had
gathered to attack U.S. and
Afghan troops, said Rear
Adm. Gregory Smith, the top
U.S. military spokesman in
Kabul.

Surveillance aircraft spot-
ted them, he said, followed by
Apache helicopters. The in-
surgents fled down a hillside in
several small groups away
from any houses. U.S. and Af-
ghan ground troops remained
far to the south.

During the next five hours,
Smith said, surveillance
drones tracked the fighters
while Apaches fired 30 mm

Gatling guns, rockets and
Hellfire missiles. ‘‘I have re-
viewed the footage and found
no evidence women and chil-
dren were among the fight-
ers,’’ Smith said. ‘‘Again, no ci-
vilian structures were any-
where near where these
engagements took place. It
was at night and in very rug-
ged terrain.’’

According to intercepted
conversations, Smith said, in-
surgents discussed contacting
government officials to tell
them civilians were being
killed in order to stop coalition
helicopters from firing. They
also discussed their casual-
ties, ‘‘stating they lost 50 and
needed help in getting out the
wounded and quickly burying
the dead,’’ he said.

On Saturday, Wahidi, the pro-
vincial governor, sent a three-

person fact-finding team up the
valley to the village of Helgal.
They came back with seven in-
jured people, including a wom-
an and a man, both 22, and five
boys and girls 16 or younger.
They had burns and shrapnel
wounds, none life-threatening,
Smith said.

The U.S. military ‘‘did have
initial reports that the feet and
hands of the children appeared
to have been burned,’’ Smith
said. ‘‘We have observed in-
creased reporting of children
being disciplined by having
their hands and feet dipped into
boiling water. No one is claim-
ing this is the case in this in-
stance, but it may well be.’’

Petraeus apparently sug-
gested something along these
lines at Sunday’s national se-
curity council meeting, re-
marks that ‘‘really bothered

everyone,’’ including Karzai,
said one participant.

‘‘Killing 60 people, and then
blaming the killing on those
same people, rather than apolo-
gizing for any deaths? This is
inhuman,’’ another said. ‘‘This
is a really terrible situation.’’

Meanwhile, a suicide bomb-
er blew himself up at the en-
trance to an Afghan govern-
ment office Monday, killing at
least 30 people, many of whom
were waiting in line to obtain
government identification
cards, police said.

The attack occurred around
noon in Imam Sahib district of
Kunduz Province in northern
Afghanistan where there has
been a sharp slide in security in
recent months, said district po-
lice chief Abdul Qayum Ebra-
himi. At least 40 people were
wounded in the blast, he said.

Various activities deepen bonds
Kunio Anzai
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-BRUNEI FRIENDSHIP

ASSOCIATION

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Brunei
Friendship Association
(JBFA) I would like to extend
my sincere con-
gratulations to
His Majesty
Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bol-
kiah of Brunei
D  a r u s s a l a m ,
the govern-
ment and peo-
ple of the sultanate on the oc-
casion of their 27th National
Day.

Brunei is a key supplier of
energy resources to Japan
and I would like to take this
opportunity to express my
gratitude to everyone in-
volved in this important en-
deavor for their steady and
continual support.

The annual APEC leaders’
summit held in Yokohama
last November was attended
by His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal. Brunei has been
working actively toward an
economic cooperative initia-
tive in the Asia-Pacific region
and in this regard it has been a
proud member of the TPP
(Trans-Pacific Partnership)
since its inception. We expect
to see greater economic and
interpersonal exchanges in
the region and JBFA looks
forward to playing an active
role in advancing the region’s
activities.

In an effort to promote mu-
tual understanding, the Ja-

pan-Brunei Friendship Asso-
ciation has been inviting a
number of Bruneian students
to Japan every year since
2007. Last December, seven
participants — five students
from the University of Brunei
Darussalam (supported by
JBFA) and two from Sultan
Saiful Rijal Technical College
(supported by the Brunei Ja-
pan Friendship Association)
— were invited to Japan. Dur-
ing their weeklong visit, they
visited notable place such as
the TEPCO Electric Energy
Museum, the Tokyo Gas Negi-
shi LNG Terminal, the Fuji-
tsu Technology Hall and the
Toshiba Science Museum.
Touring these sites gave them
a firsthand view of how the
natural gases of Brunei are
being used in Japan, as well
as giving them a glimpse of
Japan’s high-tech industries.
In addition, they interacted
with students from Kanto Ga-
kuin University, paid a cour-
tesy call on the mayor of
Kamakura and participated
in a brief home stay with Jap-
anese families in Kamakura.
I am confident that activities
such as these, even if they are
modest, will encourage our
young people to act as a
bridge between the two cul-
tures through continuing in-
teraction, thus deepening the
bonds of friendship between
our two nations further in the
future.

Negara Brunei Darussa-
lam (‘‘The Country of Brunei
Darussalam, Abode of
Peace’’) is a sovereign state

situated on the northern
shores of Borneo blessed with
abundant natural resources,
including oil and natural gas.
As the name suggests, it is a
peaceful and tranquil nation
with a genuinely friendly and
hospitable population ground-
ed in noble Islamic traditions.
In addition, the country
boasts beautiful mosques and
various other tourist destina-
tions such as Kampong Ayer
(literally, Water Village), one
of the biggest above-water
villages in the world, and the
Ulu Temburong National
Park, an untouched jungle
that spans 50,000 hectares.
Recently, the Brunei Tourism
Board has been working to-
ward increasing visitors to
Brunei by offering eco-tour-
ism packages and by accept-
ing more low-cost flights into
the country. JBFA sincerely
hopes to see an increase in the
number of Japanese people
who visit and explore this
wonderful country.

Our two nations have en-
joyed a strong and enduring
friendship for many years.
JBFA remains committed to
the deepening of that friend-
ship and will continue to pro-
mote amicable relations be-
tween the two nations through
various activities.

In conclusion, I would like
to extend my sincere and cor-
dial wishes to His Majesty the
Sultan and the people of Bru-
nei Darussalam for their con-
tinued and further prosperity
on the occasion of Brunei’s
27th National Day.

Global food initiative begins

Another project undertaken by
the Brunei government is the
development of the halal
industry through a number of
initiatives, including the
establishment of the Halal
Food Standards, Halal
Pharmaceutical Guidelines
(the first in the world) and the
launching of the Brunei Halal
Brand.

The Brunei Halal Brand
provides an avenue for
businesses to penetrate into
the Muslim market. The brand
can guarantee consumers that
its products have gone through

the utmost safety and have
been tested to meet and
exceed halal consumers’
expectations, with the main aim
to provide premium quality
products to the global halal
market.

Hard work: Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah (center) plants rice during a ceremony launching a project
for food self-sufficiency in Brunei Darussalam on April 27, 2009. BRUNEI INFORMATION DEPARTMENT

Little monster: An Afghan boy wearing a mask stands outside his house in Kabul on Monday. AP

No capitulation: Angela Burgette shouts as her son, Thor Apollo, 1, sits bundled up in her
jacket as sleet falls Monday outside the state Capitol in Madison, Wis. Opponents of Gov. Scott
Walker’s bill to eliminate collective bargaining rights for many state workers are taking part in
their seventh day of protest. AP

Brunei Halal Brand logo
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