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Serbia president’s visit

Ties forged in 1882 continue to strengthen
Ivan Mrkic
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

------------------------------------------

It is my profound privilege and
great pleasure to express m y
deepest respect, heartiest
greetings and warmest wishes
to Their Imperi-
al Majesties
Emperor Akihi-
to and Empress
Michiko and the
members of the
Imperial Fami-
ly, as well as to
H.E. Prime
Minister Naoto Kan, the gov-
ernment and friendly people of
Japan.

This is also a special opportu-
nity to greet the distinguished
readers of The Japan Times on
this unique and joyous occa-
sion.

The visit of H.E. Boris Tadic,
the president of the Republic of
Serbia, is, literally and symbol-
ically speaking, a historic one:
This is the very first time that a
head of the Serbian state offi-
cially visits Japan.

President Tadic visits Japan
at the beginning of the famous
Japanese cherry blossom sea-
son, bringing messages of

friendship and gratitude from
our nation for numerous dona-
tions and aid received from the
people and the government of
Japan.

President Tadic will meet
with Prime Minister Kan and
many other officials. He will be
honored to meet and exchange
thoughts with Emperor Akihito
and feel the beat of Japanese
culture and tradition in its
heart, Kyoto, the ancient capi-
tal of Japan.

Diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries com-
menced 129 years ago as shown
in warmhearted correspon-
dence between the two s o v e r -
eigns, the King of Serbia Milan
Obrenovic the First and Em-
peror Meiji.

More precisely, in 1882 King
Milan I had informed Emperor
Meiji about the outcomes of the
Berlin Congress and accession
of Serbia to the family of Euro-
pean states. The answer, which
arrived shortly after, was ex-
pressing best wishes, empha-
sizing readiness to develop
friendly relations and coopera-
tion between the two states.
Since that time, every succeed-
ing King of Serbia was ex-

changing notes with successors
of Emperor Meiji. This corre-
spondence between the two
monarchs was enriched by nu-
merous visits of Japanese high
representatives of the Imperial
family to Belgrade and Serbia
in general.

Our two states and two peo-
ples had their destinies inter-
twined through various histori-
cally important events while in-
dividuals and institutions
continued, with great devotion,
to further develop cooperation,
strengthening ties between our
nations.

Nowadays, Serbia and Ja-
pan have signed 26 bilateral
agreements and cooperation-
related documents. It had all
started in 1923, with a trade and
maritime treaty, leading, along
with many other agreements,

to the signing of a memoran-
dum of understanding in the ar-
ea of police cooperation, which
took place by the end of 2010.

Ties connecting our two
countries are present in many
fields including science, culture
and sports, which witness in-
tensifying cooperation between
renowned Serbian and Japa-
nese representatives. How
close our nations are, no matter
the geographic distance, re-
flects in the fact that Serbia
nurtures not only haiku but also
Japanese martial arts, while in
Japan, the number of Serbian
folklore clubs is rising.

In the sphere of cultural ex-
change, special attention
should be given to the showing
of Serbian national folk dance
ensemble Kolo, which had
more than 20 performances
across Japan in 2010. Also, nu-
merous manifestations were
organized in Serbia, in order to
present the uniqueness and
richness of Japanese culture.

Knowing that the Serbian
language is being studied at
quite a few universities and in-
stitutes in Japan gives a feeling
of great pleasure. Surely ex-
traordinary is the interest in
Serbian language studies that
has been expressed at Okaya-
ma University, where Serbian
lectures are attended by no less
than 160 Japanese students.

As for the field of economic
cooperation, representative of-
fices in Belgrade of the most

prominent Japanese compa-
nies are gaining strength. In the
meantime, a high-level delega-
tion of the Japan External
Trade Organization (JETRO)
visited Serbia, followed by the
Japan Bank for International
Cooperation and the visit this
month of the Japan Machinery
Federation.

Japanese tourists also show
a growing interest in d e s t i n a -
tions of historical and cultural
importance located in Serbia.
At the same time, efforts will be
made to increase the number of
Serbian tourists visiting Japan.

It is well known that aid from
the people of Japan permanent-
ly marked the relations be-
tween the two nations. This had
inspired the city of Belgrade to
build a monument — ‘‘a water
fountain of gratitude’’ — to the
Japanese people, which was un-
veiled last year in the very
heart of Belgrade’s origin, with-
in the ancient fortress called
Kalemegdan.

Nowadays, Serbia has much
to offer to Japan. Its strategic
and geographic position, natu-
ral resources, fine infrastruc-
ture, its own and extended mar-
ket reach make it very attrac-
tive in many respects.

Foreign companies increase
their investments across Ser-
bia, realizing the benefits o  f a
well-educated, qualified work-
force and outstanding talents.
At the same time Serbia is mak-
ing great steps toward its mem-

bership in the European Union,
which represents an extraordi-
nary endeavor and accomplish-
ment in world history.

President Tadic has brought
in a new energy and enthusi-
asm in the further development
of friendly relations among
neighboring southeast Europe-
an nations. Exerting great pa-
tience and tolerance, Serbia re-
solves issues from the past with
its neighbors, providing an ever
stronger base to deepen and im-
prove existing relations, extend
commonly accepted democrat-
ic values and define projects
that build our future.

Implementing with dyna-

mism and great consistency the
instruments of diplomacy and
peace with regard to Kosovo,
President Tadic was the lead-
ing figure in creating the oppor-
tunity for the commencement
of dialogue between Belgrade
and Pristina, attempting to
reach a solution and historical
compromise.

In conclusion, I am glad to
have been in a position to pre-
sent some of the facts that testi-
fy how ties of our two nations
are becoming closer and our
state relations more firm. It is
my deep conviction that the fu-
ture will bring even more op-
portunities to enrich our rela-

tions at all levels.
I would like to express once

again my gratitude to The Ja-
pan Times for giving me the op-
portunity to address its es-
teemed readers on this auspi-
cious occasion.

I would also like to thank all
those Japanese friends and as-
sociations actively engaged in
strengthening our mutual un-
derstanding and developing our
bilateral relations, with my
best wishes for the welfare and
prosperity of the Japanese peo-
ple, as well as for the further
deepening of our friendly rela-
tions and overall cooperation in
the years to come.

East-West crossroads becomes a place for investment, expatriate life
Serbia and Japan have a long
tradition of economic relations
reflected in machinery and in-
dustrial equipment present in
Serbia since the 1950s. Top-
notch Japanese technology
played an important role in the
development of the postwar
Serbian economy and rightfully
deserved the high appreciation
of engineers, industrialists and
everyday users.

This tradition was preserved
even in times of hardship.
Through the friendly relations
of our two nations, equipment
from Japan again found its way
to Serbia through various
forms of aid, donations and Of-

ficial Development Assistance
projects.

During the last decade, Ser-
bia made its way toward a mod-
ern democratic society and
never lost its strong ties with
Japan and its people.

Nowadays, the most promi-
nent Japanese companies, such
as Itochu, Mitsubishi and Mi-
tsui, have their representative
offices located in Belgrade, the
capital of Serbia.

The watchful eye of the Ja-
pan International Cooperation
Agency’s (JICA) office in the
Balkans, located in Belgrade,
can witness the transformation
of Serbia, with the rise of its

gross domestic product (GDP)
and progress in European
Union integration, from being a
recipient of donations and yen
loan applicant to incrementally
growing into a future partner.

Some Serbian products have
found their way to the demand-
ing Japanese market already
and one may be surprised by
the excellent raspberries, blue-
berries, strawberries, sweat-
ers, select dairy products and
wines at our booth at the Food-
ex fair, where the Japanese had
the opportunity to see, try and
taste all these marvelous prod-
ucts.

Foreign investors from the

United States, Canada, the EU,
Russia, China and many other
countries have realized that
Serbia has much to offer in the
fields of agriculture, commodi-
ties, logistics, electronics, in-
formation technologies, auto-
motive, metal processing and
many other production-orient-
ed areas.

The opportunities for in-
vestment are ever growing
with an increasing number of
free trade agreements, with
the EU (Stabilization and As-
sociation Agreement), Rus-
sian Federation, Ukraine, Be-
larus, Turkey, the Central Eu-
ropean Free Trade

Agreement (CEFTA) and
many others. With its beauti-
ful nature, hospitable people,
well-educated workforce, tra-
ditional ties to Europe and the
European corporate sector,
Serbia is a destination worth
considering for both business
and leisure.

Serbia has been, for centu-
ries, a crossroads between
West and East. A gateway to
the Middle East and a main
corridor to Western Europe.

It has been the homeland to
top intellectuals and scientists
of our time like Nobel Prize
laureate Ivo Andric, Stevan
Mokranjac, Milutin Milankov-

ic, Nikola Tesla and sport
players known around the
world like Dragan Stojkovic
Piksi, Novak Djokovic, Jelena
Jankovic, Ana Ivanovic and
many others.

Serbia and especially Bel-
grade, are often described and
very frequently visited by citi-
zens of neighboring countries,
as the best place for living, en-
tertainment, and nightlife.
Many expatriates of foreign
companies enjoy living in Bel-
grade and some of them even
decide to take another direc-
tion in their careers, staying
faithful to their new home —
Belgrade.

Friendship is visibly growing

Takehiro Togo
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-SERBIA ASSOCIATION

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Serbia Association, I
would like to express my heartfelt greetings on
the occasion of the visit to Japan of H.E. Boris
Tadic, the president of the Republic of Serbia.

In addition to the unbroken tradition of
friendship between King Milan I of Serbia and
Emperor Meiji of Japan of past centuries,
President Tadic has visited Japan at the most
critical juncture in the history of the Balkans, in
an important stage for European Union
membership, and when Serbian-Japanese friendship is visibly
growing in all directions.

As chairman of the Japan-Serbia Association, I sincerely hope
that friendship and cooperation will further strengthen in all
directions, as we have been witnessing in recent days.

EU integration would expand bilateral relations

Ichiro Aisawa
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-SERBIA PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP

LEAGUE

--------------------------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Serbia
Parliamentary Friendship
League, I have the honor to
extend a warm welcome to H.E.
Boris Tadic on his visit to Japan,
the first ever by a president of
the Republic of Serbia.

The relationship between
Japan and Serbia has been
developing in various fields. H.E.
Ivica Dacic, the first deputy prime minister and
minister of internal affairs, visited Japan last year
following the visits in 2009 of H.E. Bozidar Djelic, the
deputy prime minister for European Union
integration and minister of science and
technological development, and H.E. Vuk Jeremic,
the minister of foreign affairs. These visits have
strengthened the relations between the two

countries in respective fields, and the presidential
visit this week is expected to further consolidate ties.

From the Japanese side, Japan Tobacco
International has been active in Serbia for years and
Panasonic Electric Works Co. established a new
company in Serbia in 2010. I expect that the Serbian
Business Forum on March 8 will provide a good
venue for business circles to pursue further
opportunities.

Serbia formally submitted its application to join
the EU in December 2009. I believe that the
integration of Serbia into the EU will surely
contribute to Serbia’s further development, the
stability of the entire southeast Europe and,
consequently, the expansion of potential in the
relations between Japan and Serbia.

I sincerely hope that this historic visit of President
Tadic will further strengthen and develop the
relations between Japan and Serbia in various
fields. The Japan-Serbia Parliamentary Friendship
League will continue to render its support for the
promotion of such relations.

President Boris Tadic of the
Republic of Serbia

History: Republic Square is in a central part of Belgrade, the capital of Serbia. SERBIA EMBASSY

Honor: A bronze bust of Nikola Tesla is displayed in the
TEPCO Electric Power Historical Museum in Yokohama.

Heritage: Studenica Monastery, built in the 12th century, is a UNESCO World Heritage site.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


