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Nuke worries may halt carbon cuts

Crisis puts
EU emissions
targets at risk
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

New York
BLOOMBERG

------------------------------------------

The political reaction to the cri-
sis at the Fukushima No. 1 nu-
clear plant risks cutting output
from European reactors o v e r
the next decade, making it
harder for the region to meet
targets to reduce emissions.

Germany began halting 25
percent of its nuclear capacity
for additional safety checks
Tuesday after Chancellor An-
gela Merkel put plans to extend
the lives of its plants on hold for
three months while the impli-
cations of events at Fukushima
are examined. In Britain, the
government ordered a review
of nuclear safety. That’s likely
to delay Electricite de
France’s plans to build a new
reactor in England by 2018 by
as long as a year, Citigroup
said. Switzerland also halted
plans for new reactors.

Atomic generation account-
ed for 28 percent of Europe’s
power generation in 2008, mak-
ing building new reactors and
extending the life of existing
plants key to meeting a 2020 tar-
get to reduce fossil fuel emis-
sions 20 percent from 1990 lev-
els. Nuclear is still expected to
provide more than a quarter of
power at the end of the decade,
according to Eurelectric.

‘‘European governments
will need to know what hap-
pened in Japan — look at it in
terms of new building and the
existing fleet,’’ said Peter Ath-
erton, a utility analyst at Citi-
group in London. ‘‘That’s a
process that will take time.
The big question is what this
means for EU energy targets.
Will politicians have the ca-
pacity to push them through.’’

European Union carbon di-
oxide allowances rose to the
highest in more than two
years. Switching to fossil fuel
generation from nuclear
would force utilities to buy
more permits.

Germany’s 17 nuclear reac-
tors accounted for 23 percent
of the power generated in the
country last year, according
to the Berlin-based BDEW
utility industry lobby group.

‘‘There are no taboos,’’ Mer-
kel said Monday. ‘‘Everything
will be put under review.’’

Last year, the government
repealed a 2002 law, passed by
a coalition of Greens and So-
cial Democrats under then
SPD Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder, that would shut
down all German nuclear
plants by about 2022.

The SPD and Greens are run-
ning neck and neck with Mer-
kel’s bloc in the state of Baden-
Wuerttemberg before elections
on March 27. Baden-Wuerttem-
berg agreed to buy EDF’s 45
percent stake in EnBW Energie

Baden-Wuerttemberg, Germa-
ny’s third-largest utility, for
$6.5 billion last year. EnBW is
the operator of four nuclear
power plants.

The country will keep its
seven oldest nuclear reactors
offline as part of the nation-
wide safety review to run
through June, Merkel said
Tuesday. Two of the seven are
currently offline, while the re-
mainder total 5.2 gigawatts
out of the 20.7 gigawatts in-
stalled over Germany’s 17 nu-
clear plants, according to
Bloomberg calculations.

In Britain, Energy Secre-
tary Chris Huhne, whose Lib-
eral Democrat Party opposed
nuclear power before entering
a coalition government last
year, asked regulators to pre-
pare a report on events at Fu-
kushima. EDF aims to build
the first of four reactors in
Britain at Hinkley Point in
southwest England by 2018.

The Swiss government put

projects to renew three of the
country’s five nuclear power
stations on hold Monday. Legal
procedures to prepare for con-
struction of the new plants at
Beznau, Goesgen and Muehle-
berg were suspended, the Envi-
ronment Ministry said Monday.

Elsewhere, governments
affirmed their commitment to
nuclear power. France will
continue to rely on nuclear
power, French Environment
Minister Nathalie Kosciusko-
Morizet told Europe 1 radio
Monday. Spain, which is ex-
tending the life of existing
plants, said Fukushima won’t
hold back its nuclear policy. It-
aly’s environment minister
said the earthquake won’t
make the country reconsider
to build new plants.

‘‘We can’t switch to renew-
ables overnight,’’ Kosciusko-
Morizet said. ‘‘For the foresee-
able future, we will need nu-
clear.’’ EDF is building its 59th
reactor and plans a 60th in
coming years.

France has 58 reactors, more
than any country outside of the
United States. There are 442 re-
actors supplying about 15 per-
cent of the world’s electricity,
according to the World Nuclear
Association. There are plans to
build more than 155 reactors,
mainly in Asia. Sixty five reac-
tors are under construction, the
association said.

EU to apply stress
tests to nuke plants
Brussels
AP

------------------------------------------

Shocked into action by Japan’s
atomic crisis, European energy
officials agreed to apply stress
tests on nuclear power plants
and Germany moved to switch
off seven aging reactors — one
of them permanently.

The European Union’s ener-
gy chief called for a reassess-
ment of the 27-nation bloc’s en-
ergy policy, and questioned
what role nuclear power
should have in the future.

‘‘We have to ask ourselves:
Can we in Europe, within
time, secure our energy needs
without nuclear power
plants?’’ EU Energy Commis-
sioner Guenther Oettinger
told German ARD television.

Energy ministers, nuclear
regulators and industry offi-
cials meeting in Brussels on
Tuesday found ‘‘general agree-
ment’’ on the need for tough
tests to check whether the EU’s
143 nuclear reactors could with-
stand earthquakes and other
emergencies, Oettinger said.

The stress tests will be de-
vised using the ‘‘strictest’’ nu-
clear standards in the bloc and
be applied in the second half of
the year, he said, adding that
plants that fail the tests would
have to shut down.

‘‘The authority of the test
must be so high, that those re-
sponsible will have to live by the
consequences,’’ Oettinger said.

He invited non-EU nations,
including Russia and Switzer-
land, to join the initiative.

Earlier Tuesday, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
said that seven reactors that
went into operation before
1980 would be offline for three

months while Europe’s big-
gest economy reconsiders its
plans to extend the life of its
atomic power plants.

One of them, the Neckar-
westheim I reactor, would re-
main shut down for good. Resi-
dents said living in the shadow
of the 35-year-old nuclear
plant is making them increas-
ingly nervous in the wake of
the events in Japan.

A previous government de-
cided a decade ago to shut all
17 German nuclear reactors
by 2021, but Merkel’s adminis-
tration last year moved to ex-
tend their lives by an average
12 years. That decision was
suspended for three months.

Oettinger said no other EU
country had followed Germa-
ny’s move to shut down old re-
actors. Switzerland, which is
not in the EU, on Monday sus-
pended plans to replace and
build new nuclear plants pend-
ing a review of the tsunami-
stricken reactors in Japan.

Energy policies in the EU
are still driven independently
by member nations and vary
hugely. For example, France
gets about 84 percent of its en-
ergy from nuclear power,
while Poland relies mostly on
coal and solid fuels.

Though earthquakes are
rare in Germany and tend to be
weak, Merkel said effects of the
Japan temblor made clear that
the measures taken there to
protect nuclear plants were in-
sufficient — justifying a review
of precautions elsewhere.

‘‘This has shown that the de-
sign of the nuclear plants were
not sufficient against the forc-
es of nature,’’ she said.

Merkel said she has already
spoken with French President

Nicolas Sarkozy, agreeing to
bring up nuclear safety as a top-
ic at the G-20 summit in France
at the end of the month.

Separately from the EU
stress test initiative, France or-
dered safety checks of its 58 nu-
clear reactors to determine
their capacity to resist earth-
quakes or floods. Prime Minis-
ter Francois Fillon called it
‘‘absurd’’ to say that explosions
a  t a Japanese nuclear plant will
‘‘condemn’’ nuclear energy.

But there was no avoiding a
psychological impact from the

events in Japan, even as the
problems at the crippled Fu-
kushima No. 1 nuclear plant
got worse Tuesday. ‘‘This
might have dark and difficult
consequences. But we still re-
ally don’t know what the re-
sults will be. Thereafter we’ll
be able to judge what is of rele-
vance for our security work,’’
Swedish Environment minis-
ter Andreas Carlgren said.

The more than 100 Cabinet
ministers, regulators and nu-
clear industry officials looked
at how to confront emergen-

cies and what can be done bet-
ter, with special emphasis on
what kind of emergency pow-
er supply and backup systems
are in place.

Only half the EU nations
produce nuclear energy but
any serious accident would
soon involve all.

In Ankara, Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, whose country is not an
EU member, said he had no
plans to suspend a deal with
Russia’s Rosatom agency for
the construction of Tur-

key’s first nuclear power plant.
Dismissing questions on

possible dangers, Erdogan
said all investments have high
risks. ‘‘In that case, let’s not
bring gas canisters to our
homes, let’s not install natural
gas, let’s not stream crude oil
through our country,’’ he said.

Russia signed another deal
with Belarus on Tuesday to build
a nuclear power station there.
Russian Prime Minister Vladi-
mir Putin said the facility would
be safer than the one threatened
by meltdown in Japan.

Asian nations monitor shipments for radiation
Beijing/Singapore
AP, KYODO

------------------------------------------

Japan’s neighbors have or-
dered strengthened radiation
monitoring of shipments from
Japan, but said they don’t
foresee their countries having
any immediate effects of con-
tamination from the Japanese
nuclear crisis.

China’s General Administra-
tion of Quality Supervision, In-
spection and Quarantine issued
an order Wednesday calling for
radiation monitoring to track
any goods contaminated by
leaks from the nuclear plants
damaged by Friday’s magni-
tude 9 earthquake and tsunami
in northeastern Japan.

China is Japan’s largest
trading partner, and two-way
trade rose 30 percent in 2010
over the previous year to
reach $300 billion. Japan’s ex-
ports to China rose 36 percent
during the year to almost $150
billion.

Besides China, far eastern
Russia and the two countries

that comprise the Korean Pen-
insula are Japan’s closest
neighbors.

The Russian Emergencies
Ministry said Tuesday it had
detected no increase in radia-
tion levels.

South Korean officials said
Wednesday they had strength-
ened radiation monitoring. Of-
ficials began to inspect all live-
stock and fisheries products
imported from Japan for con-
tamination Monday, according
to the Ministry for Food, Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies. In the past, only random
samples were inspected.

About 50 tons of animal
products, mostly cheese, have
been tested so far but no con-
tamination has been found,
said ministry official Jang Jae
Hong.

The state-run Korea Food &
Drug Administration has also
started radiation checks,
agency official Oh Geum Sun
said.

Two-way trade between
South Korea and Japan

reached about $92.5 billion last
year, with Japan ranked as
South Korea’s second-largest
trading partner after China.

The Department of Health
in Taiwan, which is southwest
of Japan, has begun checking
food imports from the Fuku-
shima area of Japan for radia-
tion contamination, and air-
port officials are offering to
scan any inbound passengers
from Japan who are worried
about radiation.

Fukushima, 220 km north of
Tokyo, is where Japanese offi-
cials are frantically strug-
gling to contain radiation from
a nuclear plant crippled by the
earthquake and tsunami.

China’s official Xinhua news
agency quoted Chinese meteo-
rologists Wednesday as saying
rain and snow forecast in north-
ern Japan should help prevent
any spread of radiation.

Further away, Singapore
said it has increased inspections
of food imports from Japan.

However, the impact of the
earthquake on Singapore’s

food supply is expected to be
minimal, the country’s food
authority said. Last year, sea-
food imported from Japan ac-
counted for less than 2 percent
of Singapore’s total seafood
imports in terms of volume,
while imports of other food
products from Japan are less
than 0.5 percent.

An Indian government state-
ment said customs authorities
at ports and airports had been
asked to test samples of food
imported from Japan. India
mainly imports Japanese pro-
cessed foods, sea food, oil seeds
and seeds of vegetables such as
cauliflower and cabbage. It al-
so gets citrus fruits, diary prod-
ucts and tobacco products from
Japan.

Malaysian airport authori-
ties are screening passengers
and cargo from Japan for ra-
diation contamination, said
Mohamad Yasin Sudin, an of-
ficial with the Atomic Energy
Licensing Board. Authorities
are also checking food imports
from Japan.

U.S. West overdue, underprepared for huge quake
Readiness in event of
potent Pacific temblor
criticized by scientists

Washington
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The western United States is
overdue for a huge earthquake
and tsunami much like the one
that devastated Japan last
week, and is nowhere near
ready to cope with the disas-
ter, experts say.

A volatile, horseshoe-
shaped area known as the Pa-
cific ‘‘Ring of Fire’’ has recent-
ly erupted with quakes in
Chile, Japan, Mexico and New
Zealand, and seismologists
say it is just a matter of time
before the next big one hits.

Twin fault lines place the
U.S. West at risk: the San An-
dreas fault that scars the
length of California and the
lesser-known but more potent
Cascadia Subduction Zone off
the Pacific Coast.

A magnitude 9 quake in this
underwater fault that stretch-
es from the northern tip of Cal-
ifornia all the way to Canada’s
British Columbia could simul-
taneously rattle major port
cities of Vancouver, Portland
and Seattle, unleash a mas-

sive tsunami and kill thou-
sands of people.

‘‘From the geological stand-
point, this earthquake occurs
very regularly,’’ said engineer
Yumei Wang, who is the geo-
hazards team leader at the Or-
egon Department of Geology.

‘‘With the Cascadia fault,
we have records of 41 earth-
quakes in the last 10,000 years
with an average of 240 years
apart. Our last one was 311
years ago, so we are overdue,’’
she said.

Records from the last Cas-
cadia quake in 1700 show that
the tsunami it generated was
so powerful that it killed peo-
ple in Japan.

‘‘Geologists can’t predict
exactly when the next earth-
quake will be, but engineers
can predict the damage pat-
tern,’’ Wang said.

Major efforts to retrofit
buildings have been under way
for decades in western states,
but many coastal schools, hos-
pitals and fire and police sta-
tions are still housed in older
buildings and remain at risk.

More than half of the
schools in Oregon — 804 out of
1,355 — have a high likelihood
of collapse in a major earth-
quake, she said.

In the case of a tsunami, ex-
perts are also concerned about

old structures and elderly or
ill people who may live near
the water and may be unable
to escape a swelling wave.

‘‘Quite frankly some of our
coastal communities are ex-
tensive enough and flat
enough that moving inland
and uphill is not possible. It is
just too far to go,’’ said Wang.

Engineers have devised a
concept for a tsunami shelter
where residents could seek
higher ground without travel-
ing far inland, but none have
yet been built for public use.

‘‘All preparedness is local
and it varies dramatically
over the length of the coast,’’
said Tom Tobin, president of

the Earthquake Engineering
Research Institute.

For instance, California has
a state law that says all hospi-
tals should be constructed so
that they can withstand a ma-
jor earthquake and still func-
tion, Tobin said.

But ‘‘since 1971 only one new
hospital has been constructed

in San Francisco to that higher
standard. All the other cam-
puses are in older buildings,
some of them dating back to
the early 1900s,’’ he said.

Other big risks include dam-
age to the electricity grid and
the potential of a quake to upset
Washington state’s shuttered
but volatile Hanford nuclear
plant, which holds 200 million li-
ters of radioactive waste and is
considered the most contami-
nated nuclear site in America.

‘‘We are just not ready,’’
said Ivan Wong, principal
seismologist and vice presi-
dent at URS, a large interna-
tional engineering firm.

‘‘We are not at all even close
to being as prepared the way
the Japanese were, and yet
you can see the devastation
that occurred,’’ he said. ‘‘I
think in the United States we
have a hard time convincing
people there is a real danger
that lies out there on the Pacif-
ic Northwest coast.’’

Wong said the next big U.S.
quake could be preceded by a
another temblor, like the 7.2
one in Japan that came days
ahead of the 9.0 event on Fri-
day, or it might come with no
warning at all.

‘‘Every earthquake seems
to behave in a very different
fashion,’’ he said.

Nuclear plants outside California face seismic risks
San Francisco BLOOMBERG

The Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant about 300
km northwest of Los Angeles is one of a handful
across the country that may pose seismic safety
risks. Plants in the Northeast and South are also
within known fault zones.

In Arkansas, two pressurized-water reactors at
the Russellville Nuclear One plant supply 30
percent of the state’s power, U.S. Energy
Information Administration data show. The plant is
about 290 km from the New Madrid fault line.

The damage resulting from the Japanese
temblor and tsunami isn’t likely to be repeated in
the area, said Haydar Al-Shukri, the director of the
state earthquake center at the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock. The most severe quake
generated by the New Madrid fault would be no
more than a magnitude of 8 on the Richter scale,
about 10 times less powerful than the one that
caused the disaster in Japan, he said.

In New York, Entergy Corp.’s two Indian Point
reactors, about 40 km north of New York City, are
near the intersection of two seismic zones,
identified in 2008 by scientists at Columbia

University’s Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory.
A magnitude 7 earthquake in the region is
possible, based on features of the faults,
according to the scientists.

The reactors, which supply 25 percent of the
power used by New York City and Westchester
County, are designed to withstand at least a
magnitude 6 temblor, said Jerry Nappi, a plant
spokesman. Entergy and the NRC determined the
power station ‘‘is still safe under the worst-postulated
earthquake’’ after the seismic study, he said.

Design similarities with the Daiichi reactors and
the nature of the disaster that caused the
problems there may ratchet up risks for U.S.
reactor operators, according to Hugh Wynne of
Bernstein Research in New York.

The San Onofre plant is designed to withstand
a 7.0-magnitude earthquake, greater than the
maximum ‘‘credible threat’’ for the region as
determined by federal regulators and scientists,
said Gil Alexander, a spokesman for Southern
California Edison. The power station north of San
Diego is protected by a seawall to deal with
tsunami as high as 9 meters, he said.

Ireland stands ready to help Japan
John Neary
AMBASSADOR OF IRELAND

------------------------------------------

A National Holiday should be
a cause for celebration, but
this year, St. Patrick’s Day is
overshadowed by the tragic
events that oc-
curred as a re-
sult of the
e  a r t h q u a k e
and tsunami
that struck Ja-
pan last Fri-
day.

On the be-
half of the government and
people of Ireland, I offer our
deepest sympathies to those
who have been bereaved or
injured, and to those who
have lost their homes or their
livelihoods following this ter-

rible disaster.
The president of Ireland,

Mary McAleese, the prime
minister of Ireland, Enda
Kenny, T.D., and the deputy
prime minister and minister
for foreign affairs of Ireland,
Eamon Gilmore, T.D., have
all sent messages of sympa-
thy to their Japanese coun-
terparts. They have assured
them that Ireland stands
ready to help the people of Ja-
pan at this most difficult
time.

We send our best wishes to
the rescue teams and emer-
gency services that are help-
ing to find and assist the sur-
vivors of the disaster. We
hope that, with the efforts of
all the people of Japan, those
in the affected areas will soon

recover from the losses they
have suffered.

In Ireland, the last two
years have brought many
challenges to our country.
However, we are on a path to
recovery. Following the gen-
eral election on Feb. 25, a new
government was appointed
last week and they are al-
ready working to get the
economy moving, fix the
banking system and support
the protection and creation of
jobs.

We face a very difficult few
years ahead but we are confi-
dent that with efforts along
the lines we have planned,
Ireland will continue to make
progress.

Ireland still has many
strengths that make it an at-

tractive location for busi-
ness. Ireland is ranked first
in the eurozone for ease of do-
ing business, we have a
young, highly educated, flex-
ible workforce and an open
economy with a focus on en-
terprise. Indeed, many Japa-
nese companies such as Alps,
Daiwa and Orix, and in the
pharmaceutical sector, Ta-
keda and Astellas, have cho-
sen Ireland as a location for
their investments.

Normally a series of events
are held to mark our national
day. However, as a mark of
respect for the victims of the
enormous tragedy currently
unfolding in Japan, the em-
bassy and various organizers
have decided to postpone our
planned events.

Emotions unmasked: Antinuclear activists wearing masks hold a ‘‘die-in’’ Tuesday near the presidential palace in Manila. The
psychological impact from events at the stricken Fukushima nuclear plant is reverberating around the globe. AFP-JIJI

‘European governments
will need to know what
happened in Japan —
look at it in terms of
new building and the
existing fleet. That’s
a process that will
take time.’
CITIGROUP ANALYST PETER ATHERTON

St. Patrick’s Day
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