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IN BRIEF
Suspected Politkovskaya killer held
Moscow

AP

Russian officials say the suspected triggerman in the 2006 killing
of journalist Anna Politkovskaya has been arrested.
The arrest of Rustam Makhmudov in Chechnya was reported
Tuesday by Vladimir Markin, a spokesman for Russia’s Investigative
Committee. Politkovskaya was renowned for her reports on police
oppression and human rights violations in Chechnya and other
regions of the Russian Caucasus gripped by an Islamic insurgency.
She was gunned down in her Moscow apartment building.

Haiti earthquake death toll disputed
Port-au-Prince

AP

A report commissioned by the U.S. claims far fewer people were
killed during last year’s quake than the Haitian government said.
The report, prepared for the U.S. Agency for International
Development, estimates that no more than 85,000 people died in
the January 2010 earthquake. The Haitian government has put the
death toll at more than 300,000. The report also says far fewer
people were left homeless than previously stated and that the
amount of rubble is less. Report author Timothy Schwartz defended
his findings, claiming there have long been questions about the
Haitian government figures.

Harper denies plot with Israel at G-8
Ottawa

Berlusconi takes a beating in local polls
Prime minister defiant despite
losing control of Milan, Naples
Milan Italy
AFP-JIJI

Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s coalition suffered a humiliating defeat in mayoral elections
in Milan and Naples on Monday, casting doubt over the legally embattled Italian leader’s
future.
Leftwing lawyer Giuliano
Pisapia triumphed in Milan
against Letizia Moratti from Berlusconi’s People of Freedom
party, ending the right’s 18-year
hold on the city and dealing a
heavy blow to the Italian leader
in his hometown.
Pisapia garnered 55.10 percent of the vote, while Moratti

won 44.89 percent in the second
round of a mayoral vote held
Sunday and Monday.
In Naples, which was already
controlled by the left, Luigi De
Magistris, a former prosecutor,
also won out against his rival
with 65.37 percent.
The center-right lost other
votes in Cagliari, Novara and
Trieste, but the defeat in Milan
— Italy’s economic capital —
was seen as the most symbolically significant and a bellwether for anti-Berlusconi sentiment.
“I am delighted! This is an
awakening of consciences that
have been asleep during years
of incivility, of an absence of
culture,”
said
Giovanna

Cardarelli, 55, in a crowd of
thousands rallying in front of
Milan cathedral.
Emanuele Crespi, a 28-yearold student, said: “Citizens understood that we needed real
change. Pisapia is the right man
to relaunch Milan, which needs
radical reforms to become a
city that can be a European
player.”
“Free Milan!” Pisapia supporters chanted as he gave his
victory speech.
Berlusconi had actively campaigned on Moratti’s behalf and
declared the vote should be
seen as a test of his popularity,
which has been falling after a
series of legal and sex scandals
and continued weakness in the
economy.
Berlusconi’s trial on charges
of having sex with an underage
prostitute and abuse of power is

to resume in Milan on Tuesday,
although he will not attend.
“I think the will for change is a
signal for the entire country. . . .
Berlusconi has become obsessed
in recent years with his own affairs,” Pisapia said in an interview
with news channel SkyTG24 after
his election victory.
Speaking in Romania, where
he was attending a bilateral summit, Berlusconi recognized his
defeat but sounded combative,
Italian news media reported.
“We lost, it’s clear. But now
we have to remain calm and
move forward. The majority is
determined and united,” he
said.
“Every time I suffer a setback,
I triple my forces,” he added.
Analysts say the defeat will
put pressure on the coalition
between Berlusconi and the
Northern League party, which

AFP-JIJI

Prime Minister Stephen Harper did not discuss the recent Group of
Eight summit in Deauville, France, with his Israeli counterpart as
had been reported, his spokesman said Monday.
Canadian and Israeli media reports said Harper had successfully
objected to any mention of Israel’s 1967 borders in the final
declaration of the G-8 summit, which ended last Friday.
The Israeli daily Haaretz added that Harper had done so at the
behest of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who called
Harper last Tuesday before the summit.
But Harper’s spokesman, Dimitri Soudas, said in an email “there
was no G-8 discussion with Prime Minister Netanyahu.”
Haaretz said Netanyahu had pleaded with Harper that any
mention of the border issue at the G-8 would be viewed as a nod to
the Palestinians and a setback for Israel.

AP

Two new deaths linked to a mysterious bacterial outbreak in
Europe blamed on tainted vegetables were reported Tuesday,
including the first outside Germany.
The deaths brought to 16 the total number of fatalities linked to
the E. coli outbreak, with northwestern Germany the hardest-hit
region. Hospital officials in Boras, Sweden, announced the death of
woman in her 50s who was admitted on May 29 after a trip to
Germany. In Paderborn, Germany, the local council said an 87-yearold woman who also suffered from other ailments had died.
In Germany, the national disease control center said 373 people
were sick with the most serious form of the outbreak — hemolytic
uremic syndrome, a rare complication arising from an infection
most commonly associated with E. coli. That figure was up from the
329 reported Monday.

Zelaya’s wife may run for president
Tegucigalpa

AFP-JIJI

The wife of former Honduran President Manuel Zelaya has hinted in
an interview that she is preparing her own presidential bid, just days
after returning to the country with her husband after months in exile.
Tens of thousands of people cheered and waved banners at a
rally near Tegucigalpa airport to welcome Zelaya and former first
lady Xiomara Castro home at the weekend. Zelaya has himself
suggested Castro is already a candidate — “The one who is engaged
in politics is the first lady, I’m just a simple citizen,” he said Sunday.
Castro was, however, coy about the possibility in an interview at
her home in Tegucigalpa. “Before the coup, I always thought that
once the term finished, I would return to the house and dedicate
myself to my family . . . but I have talked about it with my children
and said things have changed,” Castro said.

Female Saudi activist driver released
Dubai United Arab Emirates AP

A Saudi woman detained for defying the ultraconservative
kingdom’s ban on female drivers was released Monday after growing
international pressure for her freedom, a rights activist said.
Manal al-Sherif, 32, became the center of an Internet campaign
that also served to draw attention to plans for a June 17 rally calling
for a mass driving protest to challenge the restriction. Al-Sherif had
been detained since May 21 after posting an Internet video of her
driving as part of a campaign for the planned protest this month.
She was ordered to remain in custody until at least early June.

risks of defections in the majority,” he added.
Some experts have said the
problem now will be infighting
and the absence of a clear succession in the center-right after
Berlusconi, who is a defendant
in three trials and is ruling with
a slim parliamentary majority.
The result in Milan is also
likely to lead to a major rethink
within the main opposition center-left Democratic Party since
several of the winning candidates on Monday are not party
members and have more leftist
stances.
Pisapia’s surprise win in the
poll’s first round prompted a
heated fightback by the centerright, with Berlusconi leading the
charge by warning that Milan
would become “an Islamic city”
and “a Gypsyville” under a leftist
leadership.

Milan Italy

As his business flourished he
also took over the Milanese publishing house Mondadori and
became the richest man in Italy
for a decade. In the latest 2011
Forbes ranking, Berlusconi is still
listed as Italy’s third-richest.
Ever since entering politics in
the early 1990s, Milan has been
Berlusconi’s electoral fiefdom. In
the local elections Sunday and
Monday, his name was on top of
the electoral lists and he had

Milan ‘fiefdom’
defeat may spell
doom for leader

AFP-JIJI

E. coli death toll spreads in Europe
Berlin

has shown signs of growing disenchantment with the prime
minister’s leadership in recent
weeks.
“The first equilibrium to go
would be the precarious one
that holds Berlusconi and the
Northern League party on the
same side,” commented La
Stampa daily, which also predicted a “very tough reckoning”
in Berlusconi’s party.
“It’s a personal defeat for Berlusconi. . . . We can say that Berlusconi’s time is up,” said Marc
Lazar, a French professor specialising in Italian politics.
Lazar, however, warned that
the partnership with the Northern League would be “more uncertain” but said the vote would
not bring down the government.
“It’s a major shock for the
governing coalition, we will see
a settling of accounts. There are

Out of town: Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi (left) is welcomed by Romanian Prime Minister Emil Boc during an official
ceremony at Victoria Palace, the Romanian government headquarters in Bucharest, on Monday. AFP-JIJI

Italian leader no stranger to legal woes — and convictions never a given
Rome AFP-JIJI
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s underage
prostitution and abuse of power trial
resumingTuesday is one of four legal
procedures — three trials and a pretrial
investigation — against him.
Multiple previous cases against him
have either been thrown out, expired
under a statute of limitations or had initial
convictions overturned on appeal.
Berlusconi denies all the allegations
against him and says he has been the
victim of leftwing prosecutors ever since
entering politics in the 1990s.
The prime minister sometimes attends
the hearings but has said he will not be
able to travel to Milan to attend this
week’s hearings in the Ruby trial and the
Mediatrade case because he is at a

summit in Romania. Following are the
details of the four current cases against
Berlusconi:
Ruby trial: The prime minister allegedly
had sex for money on several occasions
last year with a then-17-year-old girl
known as “Ruby the Heart Stealer” during
raunchy parties at his luxury residence
outside Milan.
He is also accused of personally putting
pressure on police to get the Moroccanborn girl, whose real name is Karima ElMahroug, released from custody when she
was arrested for theft so that she would not
reveal their liaison.
Mills trial: Berlusconi is accused of
paying $600,000 to his tax lawyer, David
Mills, who is married to a former British
Cabinet minister, to provide false testimony

Samoa national day

in the tycoon’s favor during two trials in the
1990s. A corruption case against Mills, who
was initially convicted, was thrown out last
year because the trial had gone beyond a
10-year limit for prosecution.
The case against Berlusconi is also
expected to expire some time next year.
Mediaset trial: Berlusconi and other
executives from his Mediaset business
empire allegedly committed tax fraud and
false accounting in complex deals
involving the sale of distribution rights by
his television channels.
Mediatrade case: A judge still has to
decide whether or not there should be a
trial against Berlusconi for suspected
fraud in a case also involving the purchase
of distribution rights by one of his
companies, Mediatrade-RTI.

It is hard to exaggerate the importance of Milan — Italy’s economic capital — to Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, whose
center-right coalition lost control
of the city Monday after local
elections.
Berlusconi was born into a
middle-class family in the city in
1936 and made his first millions
there during Italy’s postwar economic boom.
He has also been the owner of
Italian champions AC Milan soccer club since 1986 and frequently stays in his luxurious
villa near the city — the alleged
location for raunchy parties that
have landed the 74-year-old in
legal trouble.
Milan — a stronghold of the
right for the past 18 years — has
been won by leftist lawyer Giuliano Pisapia, preliminary results
showed.
An orderly city of around 1.3
million people, Milan is estimated to account for up to 10 percent of Italy’s gross domestic
product.
The future Italian leader began working on the property
market in Milan in the early
1960s after completing law
studies.
It was the start of a meteoric
rise that included the construction of an entire suburb — Milano 2.
Berlusconi then launched
himself into television by buying
a local Milanese television channel in 1978 and then turning it
into a national station. By the
early 1980s, the tycoon owned
Italy’s three main private television channels.

Lifting spirits through sports and entertainment

AP

Kilifoti Eteuati

Libya

Today, on the occasion of the
49th anniversary of Samoa regaining its full
independence, I
have the singular honor, on
behalf of Samoa’s head of
state, His Highness TuiAtua
Tupua Tamasese Efi, the government and the
people of Samoa, to extend to
Their Imperial Majesties Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko, and to the government and the people of Japan
my sincere respect and best
wishes at this very difficult time
following the catastrophic devastation caused by the massive
earthquake and tsunami that
struck northeastern Japan on
March 11.
I offer also my deepest condolences to those who have lost
loved ones, and my heartfelt
sympathies for those who suffered serious injuries and those

who have lost their homes and
their livelihoods. The thoughts
and prayers of the leaders and
the people of Samoa are with
you all as you undertake the
monumental and heartbreaking
task of rebuilding your lives,
your communities, and your
country. The people of Japan are
no strangers to dealing effectively with natural and manmade disasters on an epic scale.
This time too, people throughout the world have watched in
great admiration the calm, disciplined and efficient way that
the people of Japan have been
dealing with the brutal impact
of this disaster. There is no
doubt that the indomitable spirit and the renowned resilience
of the Japanese people, together
with strong support from the international community, will see
Japan emerge stronger from this
catastrophe.
From recent experiences, the
people of Samoa are intimately
familiar with the devastating
impact of a major earthquake
and tsunami. In September
2009, Samoa was struck by a

magnitude 8.3 earthquake,
which generated a powerful tsunami that reached heights of
over 14 meters on land. Whole
villages were completely wiped
out and 143 people perished, a
significant loss of life in a population of a little under 200,000
people. With over 20 percent of
Samoa’s gross domestic product
(GDP) needed to pay for the rehabilitation and recovery costs,
Samoa’s economy contracted
into negative growth territory.
However, with the assistance
from the international community, especially Australia, New
Zealand, Japan and China, excellent recovery has been made
and the country is back on solid
ground.
Apart from monetary donations and messages of condolence and best wishes to the
leaders and the people of Japan,
Samoa has been looking at ways
to help lift the spirits and the
morale of the people of Japan at
this very difficult time. Accordingly, Samoa’s national rugby
team (Manu Samoa) has decided to play its game against Ja-

pan (Brave Blossoms) in Tokyo
on July 2 in the Pacific Nations
rugby tournament, also involving Fiji and Tonga, even though
this tournament, which was
scheduled to be held in Japan in
July, had been shifted to Fiji following the March 11 disaster.
In the same spirit, Samoa’s
Embassy in Tokyo has decided
not to host the usual diplomatic
reception to mark Samoa’s Independence Day. Instead, in conjunction with the Samoans who
have made Japan their home, as
well as some Samoan students
studying in Japan and some Samoans playing professional
rugby in Japan, a Samoan entertainment group will travel to the
evacuation center at Kisai High
School in Saitama, housing
evacuees from Futaba town, located near the Fukushima nuclear power plant, and present
exciting Samoa dances and
songs on June 5.
I would like to conclude by
thanking The Japan Times for
giving me this opportunity to
share my thoughts with its distinguished readers.

campaigned personally in the
city.
He also likes to put forward an
image of being a Milanese entrepreneur outside Rome’s political
circles and frequently peppers
his speeches with anecdotes and
expressions from his beloved
hometown.
But Milan is not just a city of
good memories for the prime
minister.
In 2009, a mentally unstable
man threw a metal miniature of
Milan’s famous cathedral at his
face, which landed him in a hospital for several days.
AC Milan under Berlusconi
has won five Champion’s
Leagues and regained the Italian
championship this year, partly
thanks to his investments to buy
Sweden’s Zlatan Ibrahimovic
and Brazil’s Robinho.

Gadhafi ‘ready for truce’; Yemen city bombed
New York

AMBASSADOR OF SAMOA

Berlusconi likes to put
forward an image of
being outside Rome’s
political circles, and
peppers his speeches
with anecdotes and
expressions from his
beloved hometown.

ity that the popular uprising that
had so far taken the form of
peaceful protests by unarmed
demonstrators may escalate into
a Libya-style armed conflict.
Authorities claimed dozens of
soldiers and security officers
have been killed during the 10week protest.

A roundup of developments in the
Middle East and North Africa:
Moammar Gadhafi is ready for a
truce to stop the fighting in his
country, the visiting South African
president said after meeting the
Libyan ruler, but he lists familiar
Gadhafi conditions that have
scuttled previous ceasefire efforts.
South African President Jacob
Zuma said Gadhafi is ready to accept an African Union initiative
for a ceasefire that would stop all
hostilities, including NATO airstrikes in support of rebel forces.
“He is ready to implement the
road map,” Zuma said, and Gadhafi insisted that “all Libyans be
given a chance to talk among
themselves” to determine the
country’s future.
Zuma did not say Gadhafi was
ready to step down, which is the
central demand of the rebels.
Meanwhile, five Libyan Army
generals who defected from Gadhafi’s regime appeared in Italy
and called on fellow officers to
join them in backing the rebels.

Yemen

Yemeni warplanes carried out
airstrikes on a southern town

Egypt

Show of hands: A Yemeni protester attends a demonstration
calling for the ouster of President Ali Abdullah Saleh in San’a on
Monday. AFP-JIJI

seized by hundreds of Islamic
militants over the weekend as
the political crisis surrounding
the embattled president descends into more bloodshed.
Military units loyal to President Ali Abdullah Saleh mounted a fierce assault on the southern city of Taiz, which has been a
hotbed of antigovernment protests since the start of the uprising in early February.
A doctor at a field hospital set
up in the city’s main protest
camp said at least 20 demonstrators were killed.
Saleh has repeatedly warned
that Islamic militants and al-Qa-
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ida would seize control of the
country if he steps down. At the
same time, he has intensified a
crackdown on protesters.

Syria

Residents used automatic rifles
and rocket-propelled grenades
to repel advancing government
troops in central Syria on Monday, putting up a fierce fight for
the first time in their twomonth old revolt against President Bashar Assad’s autocratic
regime.
The armed resistance added a
new element to an already blurry
situation and raised the possibil-

A prominent Egyptian activist
said he has been summoned for
questioning by the country’s
military rulers over comments
criticizing their human rights
record.
Hossam el-Hamalawy, 33,
said he was asked to appear before military prosecutors a day
later over his remarks on a popular television program.
On the program Thursday, elHamalawy said the head of the
military police was responsible
for reported human rights abuses. He said the TV presenter,
Reem Maged, was also summoned for questioning.
El-Hamalawy is among the
best-known activists and bloggers in Egypt in recent years. He
has kept a record of alleged human rights abuses by authorities
and was among the public faces
of the popular revolution that
forced former President Hosni
Mubarak to step down.

