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Libya’s future

Sudan’s Bashir accused
of new crimes in Darfur
United Nations
AFP-JIJI

Sudan President Omar al-Bashir
is committing new crimes in
Darfur and challenging the authority of the U.N. Security
Council, the chief international
war crimes prosecutor said
Wednesday.
“Crimes against humanity and
genocide continue unabated in
Darfur,” International Criminal
Court chief prosecutor Luis
Moreno-Ocampo told the Security Council.
He said new air attacks on civilians and killings of ethnic minorities have been carried out in
the conflict-stricken western region, where the United Nations
says at least 300,000 people have
died since an uprising started in
2003.
“These millions of victims displaced are still subjected today to
rapes, terror and conditions of
life aimed at the destruction of
their communities, constituting
genocide,”
Moreno-Ocampo
said.
Al-Bashir has already been
charged with genocide, crimes
against humanity and war

Deadly clashes
across Sudan
oil state: U.N.

crimes by the ICC but refuses to
recognize its authority.
“President al-Bashir has
learned how to continue to commit crimes challenging the authority of the U.N. Security
Council,” the prosecutor said.
“He did not stop the commission of the genocide against the
displaced, but he is blocking the
dissemination of information
about their fate.”
Al-Bashir had denied the
crimes, blamed others and proposed a special court “to conduct
investigations that will never
start,” Moreno-Ocampo said.
“At the same time President alBashir is threatening the international community with retaliation
and yet more crimes,” added the
prosecutor, who accused the Sudanese leader of using his status
as a wanted criminal as a “negotiating tool.”
The African Union has pressed
for the Security Council to suspend the charges against alBashir for one year, which is allowed under the ICC’s founding
statute. But so far no African
member of the council has asked
for the suspension, diplomats
said. African nations frequently
complain that the ICC investigations are concentrated on Africa.
But there is renewed international concern over Darfur.
Human Rights Watch said this
week that the government has intensified attacks in the region.
“Since December 2010, a
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Displaced: Syrian refugees who fled to Turkey to escape political violence leave the Turkish Red Crescent refugee camp in
Yayladagi, near the city of Hatay, by bus on Wednesday. AFP-JIJI

British woman claims photos posted on Internet by Damascus-based Amina Arraf are of her

Syrian lesbian blogger may be fake
Beirut

knowledged fudging some details of escaping from Syrian
security officials to protect herself and her family, and painted
a harrowing picture of fleeing
her home.
“We were going from one
place to another so my dad and I

Syrian tanks roll as Tunisia sets vote

AP

The existence of a blogger who
claimed to be a Syrian-American lesbian came into question
Wednesday after a woman in
Britain said photographs circu-

New York AP
Recent developments in the Middle East and North Africa:
Syria: Thousands of elite troops led by President Bashar
Assad’s brother converged on a restive northern area, and

Loud explosions rocked Tripoli
late Wednesday near the residence of Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi as global powers
gathered for talks on mapping
out a democratic future for the
nation.
The first blast shook central
Tripoli around 10 p.m., followed
15 minutes later by a stronger
explosion near a hotel housing
foreign journalists.
Regime spokesman Moussa
Ibrahim said NATO pounded
the Libyan capital with more
than 60 bombs Wednesday, killing 31 people and causing dozens of injuries.
The explosions came after up
to 3,000 Gadhafi troops attacked

Gadhafi to step down, the group
will discuss “what a post-Gadhafi Libya ought to look like,” a
senior U.S. official told reporters
on condition of anonymity.
Another U.S. administration
official said the ICG would discuss the dire need for funding
for the rebel National Transitional Council.
The opposition has complained that little has happened
since the group last met May 5
in Rome, when Clinton and her
partners agreed on a new fund
to aid the rebels and promised
to tap frozen assets of Gadhafi’s
regime.
NATO allies Wednesday
pledged to stay in Libya “for as
long as necessary” and commit
the “necessary means” to the
military campaign as they extended the operation for another 90 days until late September.
But Adm. Michael Mullen,
chairman of the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff, conceded the
Libya campaign was making
“very slow progress,” while
French Defense Minister Gerard
Longuet played down expectations of a quick end to the war.

Portugal national day
Old friends look forward to deepening relationship
José de Freitas Ferraz
AMBASSADOR OF PORTUGAL

Let me reiterate Portugal’s deepest condolences and express once
again our firm
solidarity to the
victims of the
Great East Japan
Earthquake and
their families.
Having arrived in Japan
at the end of
February, I will celebrate today
for the first time in your country
Portugal’s National Day.
It is known that the links between Japan and Portugal go
way back to 1543. Last year we
commemorated the 150th anniversary of the Treaty of Peace,
Friendship and Trade signed
between King D. Pedro V and
the Emperor Komei, which
marked the re-establishment of
the old diplomatic ties between
our two nations.
Having in mind the ongoing
negotiating process to achieve
an Economic Partnership
Agreement between Japan and
the European Union, I consider
the deepening of the commercial and economic ties between
Portugal and Japan as a priority

of our long relationship.
It is important to augment
the flux of trade, investment
and tourism between the two
countries. It is also relevant to
increase the cooperation on the
field of alternative energies and
energy efficiency. In 2010, renewable energy was the source
for 43 percent of Portugal’s electricity generation. Since more
than 10 years ago, we have been
promoting energy efficiency and
the use of renewable energy,
seeking to upgrade the competitiveness of the Portuguese
economy while preserving the
environment and reducing
emissions.
This summer Portugal will inaugurate its nationwide electric
vehicle charging network, which
includes 1,500 normal and 50
fast charging stations in 25
towns and cities across the country. Our capital, Lisbon, will have
more than 600 of those stations.
In this field we count on the collaboration of the Nissan-Renault
Alliance, which already started
building a factory in northern
Portugal to produce advanced
lithium-ion batteries to be used
in electric vehicles. This factory
will start to manufacture 50,000
batteries per year, starting in

2012, and we anticipate that in
2025, 10 percent of the cars circulating on Portuguese roads
will be electric.
The ties between our two
countries were forged in history,
but today they must focus the
future. That is why both countries promote the mobility of
students between its universities and we also witnessed a
growing interest in the number
of exchanges and collaborations
among research centers in
many different areas.
With an €800 million endowment from a Portuguese industrialist, the Champalimaud
Foundation was inaugurated

last year in Lisbon. It is a Portuguese private institution that is
already working at the cutting
edge of neuroscience research,
cancer research and clinical
practice. The Japanese Nobel
laureate Susumu Tonegawa is a
member of the Foundation Scientific Committee, which includes other outstanding scientists from different countries,
and the foundation is now recruiting researchers and physicians from all over the world.
The bilateral history of the
relationship between Japan and
Portugal is now more than 450
years old. We take pride in being Japan’s oldest friend in the

Western world, and that is the
reason why one must strive to
look ahead and further deepen
this unique relationship.
On the occasion of the Portuguese National Day, I want to
express my firm commitment to
the strengthening of the friendship with Japan in the upcoming years. I want also once again
to remember and honor the
many thousands of Japanese
who lost their lives in the earthquake and tsunami, and convey
my certainty that, as in the past,
this great country and its resilient people will overcome the
adversity sooner than anyone
can predict.

Historic: Present-day Praca do Comercio (Commerce Square) in Lisbon was known as the palace
grounds since it was the site of the king’s residence until the royal Ribeira Palace there was
destroyed by an earthquake in 1755. EMBASSY OF PORTUGAL

Landmark: The Pena National Palace, which stands above the
town of Sintra near Lisbon, is a national monument and a
UNESCO World Heritage site. EMBASSY OF PORTUGAL
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