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Activists slam U.S. nuclear lab parks
Albuquerque New Mexico AP

Antinuclear activists are lining up against legislation to create
national parks at Los Alamos National Laboratory and two other
sites where the world’s first nuclear bombs were developed,
calling the plan an expensive glorification of an ugly chapter in
history.
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar released a study to Congress last
week that recommends establishing a national historical park to
commemorate the top-secret Manhattan Project that developed
the atomic bomb. The United States dropped atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, hastening Japan’s surrender and
ending World War II.
Sen. Jeff Bingaman, a Democrat from New Mexico, said he
is drafting legislation to create sites at Los Alamos; Hanford,
Washington; and Oak Ridge, Tennessee.
Antinuclear activists were appalled.
“Are we really poised to make a national park out of a few shabby
ruins where we built instruments of mass murder, delivered to
statesmen the instruments of universal destruction, and destroyed
the marriage between science and human values?” Greg Mello, a
cofounder of the antinuclear watchdog Los Alamos Study Group,
wrote in an email to board members and others.

‘Russian Hubble’ telescope launched
Moscow

AFP-JIJI

Russia on Monday launched into space its Spektr-R radio telescope
planned to be the most powerful ever, the first deep space
observatory sent up by Moscow in a quarter of a century.
Spektr-R will scour the fringes of the universe for black holes,
mysterious quasar radio sources and also the fast rotating stellar
remnants known as pulsars, Russian space agency Roskosmos said
in a statement.
The instrument, dubbed the “Russian Hubble” after the iconic
U.S. space telescope but many thousands of times more powerful,
will give astronomers new opportunities for looking billions of
light-years back in time to the young universe and unlocking the
mysteries of black holes.

Court rejects Berlusconi challenge
Milan Italy AFP-JIJI

A Milan court rejected
jurisdiction challenges by Prime
Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s
defense team Monday in the
Italian leader’s trial for abuse of
power and paying for sex with a
17-year-old girl.
Lawyers for the 74-yearold billionaire playboy had
challenged the court’s right to
hear the case, saying the abuse
of power charge, which carries
a sentence of up to 12 years in
Silvio Berlusconi
prison, should be heard by a
special court for ministers.
Berlusconi is accused of paying for sex with Moroccan-born
nightclub dancer Karima el-Mahroug, better known as “Ruby,” at a
series of wild dinner parties held at his private villa in the north of
Italy.
The prime minister is also suspected of abusing his powers by
having the girl sprung from police custody when she was arrested
in May 2010 for alleged theft — a move prosecutors say was an
attempt to hide his sex crime.

Colombia, a key partner for today’s world
Patricia Cardenas
AMBASSADOR OF COLOMBIA

On the occasion of the commemoration of 201 years of Colombia’s independence, on behalf of President
Juan Manuel
Santos and the
people of Colombia, I extend
our greetings to
Their Imperial
Majesties Emperor Akihito
and Empress Michiko, the Imperial Family, Prime Minister
Naoto Kan, the members of the
government and the people of
Japan.
I would like to express my
deepest sympathy and my condolences to the Japanese people for
the unfortunate disaster caused
by the Great East Japan Earthquake and by the subsequent tsunami and nuclear crisis.
Immediately after the disaster, reaffirming the continuous
friendship and partnership between Japan and Colombia, the
government of Colombia extended its assistance to the affected people by offering emergency relief supplies, which
were distributed in the Tohoku
area, including Fukushima
Prefecture.
This very difficult time has
also been an occasion in which
the endurance, stoicism and
discipline of the Japanese people could not only be observed
but became a lesson to all nations. Japan is indeed a resilient
country with the intrinsic capacity to rise again, as it has
done before in different episodes of world history.
Our prayers and hearts go out
to the victims and the bereaved.
We are confident that Japan’s
determination and perseverance will allow the Japanese
people to recover and rebuild
very soon.
Commemorating the National Day is an opportunity to
share with the readers of The
Japan Times the vision Colombia has and its current situation.
The government of President
Santos, who was elected in August 2010, is based on the idea of
“prosperity for all” and has been

devoted to the consolidation of
the already positive stage that
Colombia enjoys today.
The country has been able
to accomplish extraordinary
achievements in recent years,
based on stable growth, a solid
investment outlook and an aggressive strategy to consolidate the nation as an excellent
trading partner.
Colombia’s gross domestic
product (GDP) grew 4.3 percent
in 2010 and the GDP per capita
has doubled since 2004. In addition to this, the World Bank
recognized last year that Colombia was one of the nations
with the highest level of improvements in its business environment. Additionally, the
most renowned international
rating agencies have raised the
country’s investment grade.
The most recent case was by
Fitch, which on June 22 upgraded Colombia’s status, citing
prudent economic policies and
resilience to external and domestic shocks. On May 31, the
same movement was made by
Moody’s Investors Service, a
status previously granted by
Standard & Poor’s earlier this
year.
All these credentials have
made the country an excellent
destination for foreign direct investment. In December 2010,
Japan and Colombia concluded
the negotiation of a bilateral investment agreement and a
number of options in this regard
are on the way to consolidation.
Therefore, Japan is approaching
the country with a renewed interest on a variety of promising
sectors and projects.
In terms of trade, Colombia is
reinforcing the many advantages it has, given its privileged
location, and the policies that
look forward to matching today’s globalized world. By the
end of this year, Colombia expects to have completed the negotiations of 11 free trade agreements (FTA) with 48 countries,
gaining preferential access to
over 1.5 billion consumers. In
the case of the bilateral relation
with Japan, Colombia maintains
its interests and readiness to
have an economic partnership
agreement (EPA) with Japan.

Transformation: Medellin, the second largest city in Colombia, has become a city of new architectural projects. It is also the base of
Colombia’s fashion and textile industry. PROEXPORT

A new scenario where Colombia’s leadership can clearly
be seen is also evolving. After
the dynamic growth of the socalled BRIC countries (Brazil,
Russia, India and China), a
new group of six countries,
called CIVETS, is emerging:
Colombia, Indonesia, Vietnam, Egypt, Turkey and South
Africa. According to experts,
this group will become the future drivers of the world’s
economy.
Colombia, open and modern,
is a flourishing nation ready to
assume any challenge and prepared to engage even more with
the Asia-Pacific region. The
country’s vision for 2011 is to
play an active part in Asia’s re-

gional architecture.
This engagement with Asia is
a clear objective the government has established. Indeed,
the National Development Plan
2010-2014 of President Santos
recognizes the need to deepen
international relations with this
specific region of the world.
Consequently, the government has stated as a clear objective to enter the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC)
forum and the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP), as well as
establishing mechanisms of
dialogue with the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN).
Furthermore, Colombia will
keep placing great importance

Guinean president survives attack
Conakry

AP

Guinea’s democratically elected president survived an assassination
attempt early Tuesday when gunmen descended on his home, an
attack that throws into doubt the political stability of this country
with a history of coups and military rule.
President Alpha Conde later addressed the nation on state radio,
saying his presidential guard “had fought heroically at 3:10 a.m.”
when his home came under attack by unidentified commandos.
At least one member of his security detail was killed, several
more were wounded and portions of his house were destroyed, said
Francois Fall, a minister at the presidency.
Fall said the president was safe and was being protected in an
undisclosed location. He said an investigation had been launched
but that it was too early to name who was behind the attack.

Senate confirms gay federal judge
Washington

AFP-JIJI

The Senate late Monday overwhelmingly confirmed the first openly
gay male federal judge in U.S. history.
Senators voted 80-13 to confirm Paul Oetken to the Federal
District Court for the Southern District of New York.
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy praised
Oetken as “a superbly qualified nominee,” and hailed President
Barack Obama for the ground-breaking nomination.
The vote came a month after New York became the latest — and
largest — U.S. state to legalize same-sex marriage, after Iowa, New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Vermont.

Living history: Plaza de Bolivar in Bogota, the capital of
Colombia, is surrounded by colonial architecture, including the
National Congress building (right). PROEXPORT

Kids ‘safest in grandparents’ cars’
Chicago

AP

American kids may be safest in cars when grandma or grandpa are
driving instead of mom or dad, according to study results that even
made the researchers do a double take.
“We were surprised to discover that the injury rate was
considerably lower in crashes where grandparents were the
drivers,” said Dr. Fred Henretig, an emergency medicine specialist
at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and the study’s lead author.
Previous evidence indicates that car crashes are more common
in older drivers, mostly those beyond age 65. The study looked
at injuries rather than who had more crashes, and found that
children’s risk for injury was 50 percent lower when riding with
grandparents than with parents.

U.S. forces to hone culinary skills
Washington

AFP-JIJI

U.S. special forces in Afghanistan are known for taking out
militants in stealthy night raids but commanders now want them
to learn how to butcher meat and cook “authentic” meals for
village elders.
The military is planning a three-day “abattoir training” course
for the highly trained troops, who will be taught how to slaughter,
cure and cook meat in line with Afghan customs, according to U.S.
Special Operations Command.
The command issued a request last week for private contractors
to organize classes for 132 students on “how to use local Afghan
cooking materials and prepare an authentic Afghan meal cooked in
the style and presentation that would be expected by local village
elders.”
The request suggests the butchering and cooking skills will help
special operations troops forge ties with local Afghans, although
the official purpose of the classes was to “provide students with
necessary meat butchering training for the Islamic culture.”
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on the use of forums in which
it already takes part, such as
the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council, the Latin-Arch
Forum, the Pacific Alliance
(Colombia, Chile, Mexico,
Peru), and the Forum for East
Asia-Latin America Cooperation (FEALAC).
The 2011 National Day marks
then a renewed opportunity to
make a clear statement regarding the nation’s firm intention to
further engage with Asia and to

reiterate the excellent bilateral
relations that have been established with Japan.
The government of President Santos will keep looking
forward, consolidating “prosperity for all,” not only with
the intention of accomplishing
successful policies but with
the aim of becoming a stronger partner for a globalized
and dynamic world, in which
Japan keeps being a remarkable leader.

