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world
Record oil profits fail to reach ordinary people

Rebel plan for
post-Gadhafi
Libya revealed

Divide between rich,
poor widens in Iran

London
AFP-JIJI

A rebel blueprint for Libya after
the fall of leader Moammar Gadhafi would retain much of the
current regime’s infrastructure in
the hope of averting an Iraq-style
descent into chaos, the London
Times reported Monday.
A 70-page plan prepared
by the National Transitional
Council (NTC) with help from
Western powers and seen by
the paper concedes they have
little chance of toppling the longserving ruler but that internal divisions will force him out.
In that event, the rebels plan
to establish a “Tripoli task force”
10,000 to 15,000 strong to secure
the capital and capture prominent Gadhafi supporters.
Around 5,000 policemen will
be recruited to serve as the interim government’s security forces,
according to the plan.
The rebels claim that 800 current Gadhafi government officials have already been recruited
to their cause, and could form a
key plank of a security apparatus,
the paper reported.
The document also maps out
how telecommunications, power
and transport infrastructure will
be secured in the immediate
hours after the regime’s collapse.
The plan relies heavily on
defections from the old regime,
which threatens to cause friction
with those within the rebel faction who want a complete purge
of the existing order.
The rebels estimate that
around 70 percent of high-ranking Gadhafi officials will commit
to the new regime.
The NTC confirmed the report’s authenticity, but requested
that the newspaper withhold key
details that could compromise
the ongoing operation. “What
you have obtained was an early
draft,” said Aref Ali Nayed, the
head of the planning cell for the
task force. “We are now working
on a much bigger picture.”
Rebels in the western Libyan
town of Zliten were said to be
low on ammunition and on the
defensive but their peers were in
control early Monday of the key
southwest town of Bir Ghanam,
which the regime had claimed to
have retaken.
Abdul Wahab Melitan, a rebel
spokesman in the port city of
Misrata near Zliten, said forces
loyal to Gadhafi had launched
an assault on rebel positions in
Zliten’s Souk Telat area, killing
three and wounding 15.
A rebel source at Al-Qusbat,
90 km east of Tripoli, said the
town was living through its
fourth day under siege. A group
of rebels on Thursday overran
Gadhafi forces based in one of
the town’s schools, but since
then the rebels have been battling to hold on to their gains.

Tehran
THE WASHINGTON POST

Gold-flecked ice cream was not
part of the picture that Shiite
Muslim clerics painted during
the Iranian Revolution, when
they promised to lift the poor by
distributing the country’s vast oil
income equally across society.
But more than three decades
later, record oil profits have
brought in billions of dollars, and
some people are enjoying that
decadent dessert. The trouble is,
they are just a small group of the
wealthy. Despite the promises of
the revolution, many in Iran say
the gap between rich and poor
has never seemed bigger.
Iran’s new wealthy class has
succeeded in tapping the opportunities provided by a vast
domestic market, sometimes
aided by corruption and erratic
government policies. It includes
children of people with close
connections to some of Iran’s
rulers, as well as families of factory owners and those who managed to get huge loans from state
banks at low interest rates. The
trickling down of the oil windfall
— nearly $500 billion over the
past five years — has also played
a central role in establishing this
small group that is visibly enjoying its profits.
Both supporters and critics of
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad say some of his economic
policies designed to counter
inequality are actually making things worse for many. And
although some statistics show
the gap between the Islamic republic’s rich and poor has been
stable over time, scenes of the
rich flaunting their wealth have
left many Iranians complaining.
The new wealthy are buying
Porsches, getting caviar delivered
to late-night parties and eating
$250 ice creams covered in edible gold at what is billed as the
highest rotating restaurant in the
world. From the top of Tehran’s
435-meter-high Milad Tower, the
poor are reduced to tiny dots in
the streets below.
“We provide a calm and luxurious atmosphere, away from
Tehran’s daily problems,” said
Ahmad Talaee, one of the owners of the Crown restaurant. “We
are re-creating the fairy tales of
the legendary stories of ‘1,001
Nights’ right here in Tehran.”
But that ritzy lifestyle, set
against a backdrop of increasing
economic hardship for millions
of ordinary Iranians, is leading
to open criticism.
People are writing open letters
complaining about the rise in

Tail gunner: A U.S. soldier mans a machinegun on a Chinook helicopter as it heads to Kandahar military base while transporting
troops around southern Afghanistan late last month. AFP-JIJI

SEALs took rare hit in copter crash
Bagram Airfield Afghanistan
THE WASHINGTON POST, AFP-JIJI

The mission that left 30 American troops, including 22 U.S.
Navy SEALs, dead Saturday
morning in eastern Afghanistan
was just one of dozens of operations carried out by U.S. Special
Operations forces every week in
Afghanistan. The only difference
was the disastrous ending.
While SEAL Team 6 gained
worldwide fame with the May
raid that killed Osama bin Laden,
Saturday’s ill-fated operation reflected the reality of a unit that
regularly targets insurgents whose
names and faces are almost completely unknown outside military
and intelligence circles.
In this case, the mission was
aimed at suspects in a series of
attacks on foreign convoys along
a highway south of Kabul, according to a U.S. official who spoke on
the condition of anonymity.
On Monday, an Afghan government official said a Taliban
commander had lured U.S. forces to the scene by telling them
there was an insurgent meeting
taking place there.
“Now it’s confirmed that the
helicopter was shot down and it
was a trap that was set by a Taliban commander,” said the official, speaking on condition of
anonymity.
Some reports Sunday suggested that SEAL Team 6, which
suffered substantial losses when
a Chinook helicopter was shot
down by an apparent insurgent’s
rocket-propelled grenade, joined

Chinook down: Navy SEAL Lt. Cmdr. Jonas Kelsall (left), Chief Petty Officer Robert James Reeves
(center) and Sgt. Patrick Hamburger were among the dead in Saturday’s helicopter downing. AP

the mission after another unit
asked for backup.
U.S. Special Operations forces
have been a critical component
of the war strategy in Afghanistan, executing operations in remote and volatile locations that
are often inaccessible to ground
troops. In Wardak Province’s
Tangi Valley, where the crash occurred, U.S. troops had recently
withdrawn from the area’s sole
combat outpost.
Such missions are expected
to become increasingly important as the United States begins
withdrawing troops in the coming months and years, leaving
NATO without the manpower
to conduct the traditional counterinsurgency operations at the
heart of the troop surge over the
past 18 months.
Saturday’s mission was a night
raid, which is usually a joint operation between NATO and Af-

ghan forces, often informed by
lengthy intelligence-gathering
efforts. Afghanistan is in the process of developing its own commandos, and the raids are seen
as key to building that nascent
force’s capacity.
“Saturday’s operation was
a normal mission that we do
jointly,” Afghan Defense Ministry
spokesman Zaher Azimi said. He
said Afghan and U.S. troops have
cooperated on 10 very similar
missions in the past month alone.
Seven Afghans and an interpreter
also died in the crash, according
to U.S. and Afghan officials.
The Special Operations missions are seen as critical not
only by the Americans and other foreign contingents here, but
also by Afghans, who lack an air
force of their own and often find
themselves dependent on NATO
air support.
While a number of Afghan
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National Army units have begun
conducting patrols without NATO
accompaniment, they often find
themselves in need of assistance
from Western planes and helicopters when firefights with the
Taliban become too intense.
“We’re getting stronger, but
without an air force, there’s a
limit to our strength,” said Col.
Ataullah Zahir, an Afghan commander in Lashkar Gah, the
capital of southern Afghanistan’s
Helmand Province.
It appears unlikely that Saturday’s crash will threaten U.S. or
Afghan confidence in Western
air superiority. A senior Defense
Department official told the New
Yorker magazine recently that in
the past couple of years, Special
Operations forces conducted almost 2,000 targeted raids. The
vast majority of those did not result in casualties among U.S. or
Afghan forces.

Tan Chin Tiong
AMBASSADOR OF SINGAPORE

Japan was one of the first countries to establish diplomatic ties
with Singapore
following our
independence
on Aug. 9, 1965.
Singapore
would not be
the country that
it is today without the aid and
investments of our close friends
like Japan during the early years
of our nationhood.
When the Great East Japan
Earthquake and tsunami struck
on March 11, Singaporeans were
shocked by the widespread destruction and loss of lives. At the
same time, the stoic resilience
and courage of the Japanese
people left a deep impression on
us. We also felt that we had a responsibility to help where we
could, to reciprocate Japan’s
long-standing friendship.
At Japan’s request, a team of
search specialists and tracker
dogs were deployed a day after
the tragedies in Soma, Fukushima Prefecture, some 40 km
away from the Fukushima nuclear power facility. Singapore
also promptly dispatched emergency humanitarian supplies.

At home, Singaporeans have
donated more than $28 million
toward Japan’s reconstruction
efforts. We are currently working with various ministries, and
Iwate prefectural and municipal
governments on the construction of a temporary care center
in Miyako and a multipurpose
hall in Rikuzentakata. We are
also discussing projects with
Miyagi Prefecture.
Here in Japan, the Singapore
community is actively doing its
part. Last month, a group of 32
Singaporeans and Japanese
went to Miyako on an embassyorganized volunteer relief mission. The community and major
Singapore corporations, such as
Ascendas, CapitaLand, DBS
Bank, GIC (Government of Singapore Investment Corp.), Singapore Airlines, the Singapore Exchange and United Overseas
Bank, have raised more than
$38,000 in support of Project
Merlion, a Singapore Association
in Japan initiative to purchase
relief vehicles for Rikuzentakata.
This past year, our ties have
grown closer. Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong visited Yokohama
in November 2010 for the APEC
Economic Leaders’ Meeting. In
June 2011, in testament to our
excellent bilateral ties, Emeritus
Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong

received the prestigious Grand
Cordon of the Order of the Rising
Sun from His Imperial Majesty
Emperor Akihito.
Our two countries continue
to share strong mutual interests
and a common strategic outlook
in various regional and multilateral forums. During Japan’s successful chairmanship of APEC
last year, we worked closely to
promote greater trade liberalization in line with our vision
for a Free Trade Area of the
Asia-Pacific (FTAAP) and the
adoption of an APEC Leaders’
Growth Strategy. Singapore is
also working with Japan on important initiatives such as the
ASEAN Connectivity Plan and a
new ASEAN-Japan Declaration
and Plan of Action.
Bilaterally, we have collaborated to assist other countries. In July,
for instance, Singapore and Japan
collaborated to provide joint technical assistance to Afghanistan in
public governance under the Japan-Singapore Partnership Program for the 21st Century (JSPP21).
I am especially gratified that
our economic ties have deepened. The Japan-Singapore NewAge Economic Partnership
Agreement (JSEPA), which entered into force in November 2002
and was revised in 2007, has created new opportunities for busi-

nesses and enhanced the attractiveness of both markets. Japanese companies in Singapore
have also benefited from the concessions provided by Singapore’s
free trade agreements with other
major economies, including the
United States, China and India.
In 2010, total trade between
Singapore and Japan increased
23.7 percent from $37.2 billion
in 2009 to $46 billion. In the
same period, Singapore’s investment in Japan doubled to about
$1.5 billion. At the same time,
Japan is one of the top Asian investors in Singapore, with a cumulative direct investment of
$42 billion. Singapore is Japan’s
third largest investment destination, after China and India.
The opening of Haneda airport’s new international terminal
in October 2010, with new daily
flights between Tokyo and Singapore, has further enhanced our
people-to-people linkages. Last
year, 528,800 Japanese visited
Singapore, a 7 percent increase
year-on-year. For outbound travel, 180,900 Singaporeans visited
Japan in 2010, an increase of 24.6
percent from 2009.
I am confident that Singapore’s long-standing friendship
and multifaceted cooperation
with Japan will grow from
strength to strength.

‘Anger over inequality
had been the main
motivation for people
to join the 1979
revolution. But after the
dust settled down, we
quickly witnessed a
marriage of power and
wealth in Iran.’
ECONOMIST HOSSEIN RAGHFAR

Ahmadinejad attacked a group
of influential clerics connected
to former President Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani, accusing
them of using their positions
to accumulate vast wealth. But
some of his closest aides are
also accused of corruption. The
public attacks have left the impression that many who lead
the country have been unable to
avoid temptations to tap the vast
oil wealth for personal use.
Iranians’ sense that they had
been left out of the oil boom was
a key factor in the downfall of
Western-backed Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, experts say.
“Anger over inequality had
been the main motivation for
people to join the 1979 revolution,” said Hossein Raghfar, an
economist who recently quit his
post as an adviser to Ahmadinejad’s government because, he
said, he disagreed with its policies. “But after the dust settled
down, we quickly witnessed a
marriage of power and wealth
in Iran. Now we are no different
from the United States.”
Although Ahmadinejad declared recently that inequality is
on the decline, Raghfar disputed

government statistics. He also
stressed that, particularly in a
society so strongly based on ideology, perception matters a lot.
Reports that some 2.5 million
children are working rather than
attending school, and, he said,
even an increase in legal kidney
sales — along with a recent price
drop, from $10,000 to $2,000, because so many people are selling
their organs for cash — all give
people the clear idea that they
are sliding into poverty.
The financial pressures on
Iranian society can be seen everywhere, he said. “There is a
rise in crime, prostitution and
an underground economy thriving on corruption,” Raghfar said.
“Believe me, this is not what we
expected when we joined the
revolution.”
The way wealth is distributed
in the Islamic republic is a growing concern for Iranian leaders. In a keynote speech during
Iran’s New Year’s ceremonies in
March, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei urged officials
to act, saying the disparities were
intolerable and not accepted by
Islam.
Ahmadinejad’s 2005 campaign promise to establish “social justice” was one of the main
reasons that Khamenei said he
supported his candidacy. But
now some of the president’s supporters say that many of his policies meant to redistribute wealth
have had adverse effects.
In December, Ahmadinejad
implemented a radical overhaul
of the way state subsidies are
handed out. By directly giving
the money to the poor, he said,
justice would be established. At
the same time, however, prices
of food and utilities have been
allowed to rise to market levels,
at times tripling or more.
More than 60 million of
Iran’s 70 million citizens receive
monthly handouts of $40, while
inflation has risen 26 percent
compared with the same period
last year.
Although the scheme did not
lead to the popular unrest that
many predicted, its long-term
consequences are not yet clear.
At the Milad Tower, ordinary
Iranians can buy $20 tickets to
ride an elevator to the main observatory, with dramatic views of
the capital, and, through tinted
double glass, the restaurant’s
VIP section. Inside, the expensive menu was a source of pride.
“We work hard here,” Talaee
said. “People have the right to
do what they want with their
money. That has nothing to do
with politics.”

Democrats eye wins in Wisconsin recall, beyond
Washington

Actively reciprocating Japan’s friendship

inequality. Influential conservative blogger Amir Hossein Sabeti
wrote last month that the shift in
the way Iranians conduct themselves in public, increasingly
ignoring the soberness that the
revolution prescribed, is a bigger
threat to Iran’s ideology than the
United States or Israel.
“How can we discuss decency,
simplicity and support for the
oppressed when we have this
culture of ostentatiously showing off wealth?” he asked. “Woe
unto us the day that our policies
stop supporting the needy, but
support the wealthy,” he wrote,
quoting famous words of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the late
founder of the Islamic republic.
The popular resentment over
inequality has a strong political dimension in Iran. During
his two election campaigns,

THE WASHINGTON POST

After months of partisan turmoil solved not all that much in
Washington, the political world
will turn its attention to Wisconsin this week in search of
some clarity.
The Badger State will hold six
recall elections for state senators
on Tuesday, the final battle of a
war between Gov. Scott Walker,
a Republican, and organized labor that began months ago.
Walker’s decision to strip public-sector unions of their collective-bargaining right set off a
national firestorm — with the
labor movement promising retribution for legislators who voted in favor of the proposal.
Democrats hope Tuesday will
provide that retribution as they
seek to retake control of the
state Senate and give the party a
bit of a boost nationally.
“I think it’s a chance to disrupt the overall news arc, which
is horrific particularly for (President Barack) Obama,” said
Democratic
pollster
Paul
Maslin, who is based in Madison, Wisconsin.
Democrats have targeted six
Republican state senators for recall, while two of their own incumbents face recall fights. Republicans have a 19-14 majority
in the chamber, so, to seize control, Democrats must win three
GOP-held seats while losing
none of their own.
Most analysts consider GOP

Sen. Dan Kapanke the most endangered incumbent, because
his district gave Obama more
than 60 percent of the vote in
2008; many Democrats are already counting that seat as a
pickup. GOP Sen. Randy Hopper also faces a tough race in a
Democratic-leaning
district.
Sens. Luther Olsen and Alberta
Darling, both Republicans, are
vulnerable, too, and their races
are likely to decide whether
Democrats get to the majority
Tuesday.

state — some experts estimate
that more than $30 million has
been spent — as every interest
group on either side of the partisan aisle is trying to make its
voice heard before the vote.
Democrats — and especially
organized labor groups — have
cast the Wisconsin recall elections as a sign that they retain
significant political power and
are more than willing to fight
when they think Republicans
have overreached.
“Wisconsin is something of a

‘Wisconsin is something of a referendum on the
uncompromising extremism of the Republicans
and the tea party. This is the first time the GOP
will find out whether there is an electoral price to
pay for their adamant refusal to compromise on
their extreme agenda.’
DEMOCRATIC POLLSTER MARK MELLMAN

Observers on both sides acknowledge the possibility that
Democrats could win the majority by a seat only to lose it
again on Aug. 16, when Sen. Jim
Holperin — one of two Democratic incumbents targeted by
Republicans — faces his recall
election.
The practical importance of
controlling the state Senate is
far outweighed by the symbolic
message-sending that both parties are hoping to do in the balloting.
Tens of millions of dollars
have already poured into the
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referendum on the uncompromising extremism of the Republicans and the tea party,” said
pollster Mark Mellman, who is
involved in Democratic efforts
in the state. “This is the first
time the GOP will find out
whether there is an electoral
price to pay for their adamant
refusal to compromise on their
extreme agenda.”
Democrats are hoping to
use a state Senate takeover to
build momentum for an effort
to recall the governor.
Walker, who was elected in
2010, must serve for one year be-

fore he is eligible to be recalled.
Republicans, who acknowledge they are playing defense in
Wisconsin, consider anything
short of losing the state Senate
majority a victory — and a sign
that
national
Democratic
groups are out of touch with average voters.
Even if they do come up
short, Republican State Leadership Committee President Chris
Jankowski, who is monitoring
the Wisconsin races, insists that
the impact would be isolated.
“On a state level across the
country, there will be little effect
at this point,” he said. “Most
states are done or almost done
with their budgets. The 2011
state legislative elections look a
lot like the 2010 elections so far:
net gains (for Republicans) in
chambers picked up and net
gains in seats.”
Although the spin game
about “what it all means” is well
under way, strategists for both
parties acknowledge that they
are in uncharted water when it
comes to who will vote — given
the unprecedented nature of the
elections and the fact that they
come in the middle of many
people’s summer vacations.
“Anyone who makes any prediction on Tuesday’s result with
extreme confidence needs to be
sat down and have the concept
of knowns and unknowns explained to them,” said Kelly
Steele, spokesman for We are
Wisconsin, a Democraticaligned group.

