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Kim offers nuke test
moratorium for talks

HELPING HANDS

Massive Australia
house fire kills 11
Brisbane Australia AP

A house fire killed 11 people,
including six children, in the
Australian east coast city of
Logan, police and a relative of
victims said Wednesday.
Thirteen people were in the
two-story house in suburban
Kingston when the fire broke
out around midnight Tuesday,
but only two men managed to
escape, police Superintendent
Noel Powers told reporters.
Police said the victims were
from two families of Pacific
Island heritage. Neighbors said
they were from Tonga

Russia, North
set up panel to
discuss pipeline
to South Korea
Moscow
AP

Singh offers fasting
activist concessions
New Delhi

AFP-JIJI

Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh offered the
first concessions Tuesday in
his high-stakes standoff with
activist Anna Hazare, urging
him to end an antigraft fast that
has triggered huge protests.
In a letter to the 74-year-old
campaigner, whose hunger
strike has boxed Singh’s
government into a tight
political corner, the prime
minister proposed a series of
compromises in their dispute
over a new anticorruption law.
Hazare insists the bill is
toothless, and says he will
continue his fast unless
Parliament passes his own, more
aggressive, version by Aug. 30.

China train crash
orphan ‘disabled’
Beijing

AFP-JIJI

A 2-year-old Chinese girl who
captured the hearts of the
nation after she was orphaned
and wounded in a train crash
will be permanently disabled, a
report said Wednesday.
Xiang Weiyi was found alive
in mangled wreckage 21 hours
after the train she was in was
rammed by an oncoming highspeed service in an accident in
eastern China last month that
killed her mother and father.

Youths form a human pyramid to reach and then break open the “Dahi Handi,” an earthen pot filled with yogurt, to celebrate
the birth of the Hindu god Krishna in Mumbai on Monday. AP

Austrian woman completes Himalayan feat
Vienna
AFP-JIJI

Austrian climber Gerlinde
Kaltenbrunner on Tuesday became the first woman to conquer all 14 summits of at least
8,000 meters in the Himalayas
without artificial oxygen, her
team said.
“Summit reached!! At 6:18 pm
local time, Gerlinde reached the
summit of K2,” Kaltenbrunner’s
husband and frequent climbing
partner, Ralf Dujmovits, said on
his wife’s website, referring to
the last mountain she needed to
climb to achieve her goal.
Kaltenbrunner, a 40-year-old
trained nurse, is only the third

woman to climb all 14 highest
summits, but the first to do so
without artificial oxygen. “She
is over the moon,” her husband
quoted her as saying.
She had already attempted the
8,611-meter K2, on the border
of China and Pakistan, six times
before but had to turn back each
time before the summit.
On Tuesday, she was accompanied on her way to the top by
the Kazakh climbers Maxut Zumayev and Vassiliy Pivtsov, and
Darek Zaluski of Poland.
The team had set off on this
expedition over two months ago,
with the plan to attack K2 — the
world’s second-tallest mountain
after Mount Everest, but consid-

ered much more dangerous —
from the Chinese north side for
the first time.
Kaltenbrunner had so far only
attempted the summit from the
Pakistani side.
On Tuesday morning, the
team had to abandon a first attempt to reach the summit due
to the intense cold and set off
again at 7:30 a.m. local time,
with cloudless weather helping
their ascent, said Dujmovits,
who posted regular updates on
his wife’s website.
Dujmovits had been following
the climbers’ progress from their
base camp by radio and with
binoculars.
Kaltenbrunner said on her

website it was “a gift that they
had all been able to reach the
summit in spite of the difficult
climbing conditions and in excellent weather.”
She and three other climbers
with her were on their way back
late Tuesday.
In 2009, Kaltenbrunner gained
fame when she came close to being the first woman to scale all
“eight-thousanders.”
She eventually lost the threepart race to South Korea’s Oh
Eun Sun, who was followed
shortly thereafter by Spain’s
Edurne Pasaban.
Doubts have been raised, however, over whether Oh really conquered Mount Kanchenjunga.

North Korea is ready to impose
a moratorium on nuclear missile tests if international talks
on its nuclear program resume,
a spokesman for Russia’s president said Wednesday after talks
between the two countries’ leaders at a Siberian military base.
Russian news agencies, meanwhile, reported that North Korean leader Kim Jong Il said his
country is ready to resume talks
“without preconditions.”
Kim and Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev met Wednesday at the hotel of a military garrison near Ulan-Ude city in Buryatia, a mainly Buddhist province
near Lake Baikal. It was Kim’s first
trip to Russia since 2002.
The six-sided nuclear talks involve North Korea and the U.S.,
China, Japan, Russia and South
Korea. They have been stalled for
years, but Kim’s Russia trip comes
as his country is pushing to restart
them. The United States, Japan
and South Korea have repeatedly
called on North Korea to show
sincerity in its willingness to dismantle its nuclear arms programs
by fulfilling past nuclear commitments and allowing international
nuclear inspectors to return.
Medvedev
spokeswoman
Natalya Timakova was quoted
by the ITAR-Tass news agency
as saying that Kim expressed
readiness to return to the talks
without preconditions and “in
the course of the talks, North
Korea will be ready to resolve the
question of imposing a morato-

Kim cometh: Russian President Dmitry Medvedev shakes hands
with North Korean leader Kim Jong Il in the Russian Republic of
Buryatia on Wednesday. AP

rium on tests and production of
nuclear missile weapons.”
Experts on North Korea were
of mixed minds on the North Korean concession.
One at the University of Sydney said North Korea’s willingness to impose a moratorium on
weapons of mass destruction represents “a very important step forward” that shows Kim’s sincerity
about reopening the nuclear talks.
“The United States and its allies want demonstration of sincerity from North Korea,” Leonid
Petrov said, arguing the “ball” is
in their court now.
Another expert hailed the reclusive nation’s willingness to
freeze its missile and nuclear
tests, but noted there was no clear
mention of the North’s uranium
enrichment program, which can
also make nuclear weapons.
“The North already has weaponized plutonium, and enriched
uranium is something that can
be proliferated in an easier manner,” said Yang Moo Jin, a professor at the University of North
Korean Studies in Seoul. “I think
North Korea leaves the matter to
talks with the United States.”
Medvedev said Russia and

North Korea also moved forward
on a plan to ship natural gas to
South Korea through a pipeline
across the North.
North Korea had long been
reluctant about the prospect
of helping its industrial powerhouse archenemy increase
its gas supply, but recently has
shown interest in the project.
The South wants Russian energy
but is wary of North Korean influence over its energy supply.
Medvedev, in televised comments, said the two countries
will create a special commission
to focus on “bilateral cooperation on gas transit.”
He said two-thirds of the 1,100km pipeline would traverse North
Korea to stream up to 10 billion
cu. meters of gas a year to the
South. Russia’s state-controlled
gas monopoly, Gazprom, said the
pipeline is likely to carry gas from
the giant offshore fields near the
Pacific island of Sakhalin.
The two leaders also discussed restructuring North Korea’s Soviet-era debt to Russia,
said a Kremlin official, speaking
on condition of anonymity. That
debt totals about $11 billion, according to a top Russian official.

on respect for human rights, human security, promotion of
peace, abolition of all nuclear
weapons, and firm support of international laws and preservation of the environment.
Uruguay is interested in being able to continue expanding
its trade with Japan. Last year,
Uruguay imported approximately $103 million worth of
Japanese manufactured goods (
tires, cars, auto parts, optical
products) while Japan imported
from Uruguay $128 million in
goods, mainly chemicals, wool
and frozen fish. New Japanese
companies are investing in Uruguay in the auto parts industry
and plastic film production attracted by the business environment of Uruguay and its extended market to the other Mercosur
countries.
Japan and Uruguay are working together on a project that

will enhance energy efficiency
in the latter and will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. The
project promotes the use of the
photovoltaic solar energy system
as a new source of clean energy.
Uruguay received from Japan a
donation worth ¥730 million.
I would like to mention the
support of Japan for the issue of
so-called samurai bonds for Uruguay this year, as well as the invitation granted to our minister
of industry, energy and mining
to come to Japan in September.
In closing, I would like to
thank Takeo Kawamura, president of the Japan- Uruguay Parliamentary Friendship League,
for his support and commitment
to promoting mutual cooperation, and to former Ambassador
Katsuhiko Tsunoda, president of
the Japan-Uruguay Society, for
playing an active role in the
friendship of our two countries.

Uruguay independence day
Celebrating 200 years since start of independent path
Ana Maria Estevez
AMBASSADOR OF URUGUAY

Today, the Oriental Republic of
Uruguay celebrates the 186th
anniversary of
its
independence. On this
important occasion, I am honored to extend,
on behalf of
President Jose
Mujica and the
people of Uruguay, warm and
respectful greetings to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
and to the government and the
people of Japan. I am also
pleased to extend my congratulations to my fellow Uruguayans
working or studying in Japan.
Although the independence
from “any other power on

Earth” for Uruguay occurred in
the year 1825, the path to reach
emancipation began in the year
1811, with the rebellion against
the Spanish colonial authorities.
The Cry of Asencio (February
1811) was the starting point.
That is the reason why Uruguay
decided to join this year the bicentennial of other Latin American countries’ independence
movements, with the celebration of the beginning of its own
emancipation process.
The “bicentennial” commemorates the historic events
that involve our national hero,
patriot Jose G. Artigas, who led
the nation’s quest to become a
democratic state.
Cherishing the past is a very
strong tie that unites all the
people of a nation. The Bicentennial Honor Commission is
comprised of those who have

served before as presidents of
Uruguay, no matter they belong
to different political parties.
As a highlight of the commemoration, the country will
hold a reenactment of the Exodus of the Oriental People, one
of the historic moments that
shaped the sense of nationality
for Uruguayans.
This year also marks another
important anniversary: the 90
years of diplomatic relations between Uruguay and Japan. To
celebrate, our embassy has
planned a concert featuring
“candombe” (together with tango, candombe is a popular music of Uruguay declared by
UNESCO as an Intangible Cultural Heritage). Other celebrations include paintings and
photo exhibitions to be held at
the Cervantes Institute of Tokyo.
From the very beginning as a

state, Uruguay developed strong
democratic institutions and has
been singled out as one of the
most solid democracies in South
America. Its government is a
presidential system, where elections take place every five years.
The protection of human
rights and the aim of providing
equal opportunities for every
member of the society has been
the flagship of the current government under President Mujica. Several measures have been
adopted in order to bridge the
social gap within society; among
them, the policy toward gender
equality has been a priority on
the agenda. Although women
have free access to education at
all levels, there has been a small
number of women participating
in the decision making process
of the central and local governments. To remedy this inequity,

a law introduced the gender
quota for the parliament, the local governments and the boards
of political parties. This gender
quota establishes that, for every
three candidates, one of them
has to be of the opposite sex.
While the law will be fully implemented by the elections of
2014, already in the past election
in 2009 the number of women
increased in the parliament,
and, for the first time, there are
three female governors in the local governments.
Uruguay is one of the smallest republics in South America,
with a population of 3.4 million
inhabitants. Its name, the Oriental Republic of Uruguay,
comes from the fact that the
country stands on the eastern

History: Official logo of the
“bicentennial“ of Uruguay’s
path to independence

bank of the Uruguay River.
Uruguay is a developing
country of medium income and
high human development. In
2010, the gross domestic product (GDP) per capita was $12,043
and the unemployment rate was
5.5 percent.
Regarding the bilateral relations with Japan, it is possible to
further strengthen our already
excellent political relations based

Deeply grateful for Uruguay’s help, sympathy after disasters
Katsuhiko Tsunoda
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-URUGUAY
SOCIETY

On the occasion of the 186th anniversary of the independence
of the Oriental
Republic
of
Uruguay,
I
would like to
extend
my
wholehearted
congratulations
as president of
the Japan-Uruguay Society. Also, this is the
90th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Japan and Uruguay. I
would also like to express my
sincere respect and affection for
the government of President
Jose Mujica and the people of
Uruguay, including the about
130 who live in Japan. Moreover,
I would like to express my
heartfelt respect for the work of
H.E. Ambassador of Uruguay to
Japan Ana Maria Estevez.
This year has become an unforgettable one for Japan. The

Great East Japan Earthquake on
March 11 left more than 20,000
victims, including the dead and
the missing, with material damages estimated at more than ¥20
trillion. Not only the magnitude
9.0 earthquake but also the ensuing tsunamis that transformed the Pacific coast areas
created this disaster. The accident at the Fukushima No. 1
nuclear power plant brought
about radioactive contamination and continues to have a big
influence on the daily life of the
general public, including electricity shortages.
We are deeply grateful for the
help and sympathy from countries around the world, international organizations and innumerable friends worldwide. The
government and people of Uruguay have provided much spiritual and material support to Japan. On March 11, just after the
earthquake, President Mujica
personally visited our embassy
in Montevideo and signed the
book of condolences. On April 6,
relief supplies in the form of ap-

proximately 2 tons of canned
corned beef arrived at Narita
airport from Uruguay and immediately after, Ambassador
Estevez brought these materials
to the devastated city of Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, in spite
of many difficulties. Moreover,
the Uruguayan government decided to donate half a million
dollars to Japan. Meanwhile, the
Uruguayan Ministry of Foreign
Affairs organized a charity concert for victims, the first of its
kind after the earthquake. In
gratitude, members of the Japan-Uruguay Society invited
Ambassador Estevez to a luncheon called Gracias a Uruguay
(Thanks to Uruguay) that we organized on May 9 in Tokyo.
Japan and Uruguay have enjoyed a good bilateral relationship since the establishment of
diplomatic relations in 1921.
Ties include multilateral economic and cultural exchange,
as well as economic and technical cooperation, including the
dispatch of senior volunteers.
Consultations are advancing af-

ter the decision of the Uruguayan government to adopt the
Japanese digital TV system. Financing for a project for new,
renewable energies and some
investment projects are also
progressing. Also, small-scale
economic cooperation from the
Japanese government in the areas of agriculture, education,
medical care and social affairs
are being realized. In cultural
areas, the Kabuki Gate was
opened on May 14 at the Japanese Garden in Montevideo,
while several performances and
exhibitions were held in both
countries. In soccer, we may
jointly celebrate “Nadeshiko”
Japan’s championship in the
Women’s World Cup and Uruguay’s men’s team’s victory in
the Copa America in July.
In conclusion, we sincerely
hope that the bonds of friendship and cooperation between
our countries will become
stronger with each year and that
the Japan-Uruguay Society may
contribute to this strengthening
in its own way, however small.
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