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Libya troops accused
of myriad war crimes

Rebels
‘killing
black
workers’

Gadhafi loyalists
used civilians as
human shields:
rights group

Addis Ababa
AP

Libyan rebels may be indiscriminately killing black people
because they have confused innocent migrant workers with
mercenaries, the chairman of
the African Union said, citing the
fears as one reason the continental body has not recognized opposition forces as Libya’s interim
government.
“NTC seems to confuse black
people with mercenaries,” AU
Chairman Jean Ping said Monday, referring to the rebels’ National Transitional Council. “All
blacks are mercenaries. If you
do that, it means (that the) onethird of the population of Libya,
which is black, is also mercenaries. They are killing people, normal workers, mistreating them.”
He added: “Maybe it’s looters, uncontrolled forces. But
then the government should say
something, condemn this. We
want to see a signal that the African workers that are there, they
should be evacuated.”
Ping’s comments follow concerns from international rights
groups about beatings and detentions of immigrants from subSaharan Africa. “I really fear vigilante justice and retribution and
attacks by civilians against other
civilians,” said Richard Sollom,
deputy director of Physicians for
Human Rights, who is back from
a June fact-finding mission in
Misrata, Libya.
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Gotcha: Libyan rebels arrest one of Moammar Gadhafi’s fighters during a search for government troops in Tripoli on Friday.

Sollom said Monday that his
Boston-based group knew of
about 500 Darfuris “who are
desperately trying to get out of
Libya. They have no money, they
are basically homeless because
they are from Darfur, and they
very much fear for their lives because of the color of their skin.”
Guest workers from Sudan,
Chad, Darfur and other sub-Saharan African locales have been
targeted in part because Moammar Gadhafi did hire foreign African mercenaries, Sollom said.
New York-based Human

Rights Watch said Sunday that
the evidence it has collected so
far “strongly suggests that (Gadhafi’s) government forces went
on a spate of arbitrary killing as
Tripoli was falling.”
So far, there have been no specific allegations of atrocities carried out by rebel fighters, though
human rights groups are continuing to investigate some unsolved
cases. Associated Press reporters
have witnessed several episodes
of rebels mistreating detainees or
sub-Saharan Africans suspected
of being hired Gadhafi guns, in-

cluding an incident where about
a dozen black men were detained
and some were punched.
Council spokesman AbdelHafiz Ghoga denied Ping’s
claims that rebels were responsible for such killings. “These allegations have been made during
the early days of the revolution,”
he said. “This never took place.”
He added: “If happened, it will
be the Gadhafi forces. Until now,
we (keep) finding mass graves of
the newly liberated cities.”
“It is over. The NTC took power . . . they won,” Ping said. “And
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now it is time for both sides to
stop all the killing.” The AU has
so far refused to recognize the
council, although some of its
member states, including Nigeria
and Ethiopia, have done so. The
United Nations has urged the AU
to “encourage Libya’s new leadership” and help unlock billions of
dollars in frozen assets that the
Libyan rebels say they urgently
need to provide social services.
But many African nations have
long-held ties with Gadhafi and
the AU has had difficulties taking
a unanimous position on Libya.

Libyan troops loyal to Moammar
Gadhafi forced civilians to act as
human shields, perching children
on tanks to deter NATO attacks,
human rights investigators said. It
was part of a pattern of rapes, slayings, “disappearances” and other
war crimes they said they found.
Physicians for Human Rights
was able to get a team of interviewers into the embattled city
of Misrata from June 5-12, just
after Libyan rebel forces expelled
Gadhafi’s loyalists.
Interviewing dozens of survivors of the two-month siege,
the Boston-based PHR found
widespread evidence of crimes
against humanity and war crimes,
including summary slayings,
hostage-taking, rapes, beatings,
and use of mosques, schools and
marketplaces as weapons depots.
“Four eyewitnesses reported that
(Gadhafi) troops forcibly detained
107 civilians and used them as
human shields to guard military
munitions from NATO attacks
south of Misrata,” said the report,
which was released Tuesday.
“One father told PHR how
(Gadhafi) soldiers forced his
two young children to sit on a
military tank and threatened the
family: ‘You’ll stay here, and if
NATO attacks us, you’ll die, too.’ ”

PHR obtained copies of military orders as evidence that Gadhafi ordered his troops to starve
civilians in Misrata, while pillaging food caches and barring locals
from receiving humanitarian aid.
Rape was also “a weapon of
war,” Richard Sollom, the lead
author of PHR’s report, said
Monday. While he said no one
has evidence to prove that rape
was widespread, the fear of it
certainly was, he said.
And it had deadly consequences in the form of “honor
killings” of rape victims by their
shamed family members.
“One witness reported that
(Gadhafi) forces transformed an
elementary school into a detention site where they reportedly
raped women and girls as young
as 14 years old,” the PHR report
said. It added it had found no evidence to confirm or deny reports
that Gadhafi troops and loyalists
were issued Viagra-type drugs to
sustain their systematic rapes.
The school where the rapes
were said to have taken place was
in Tomina, near Misrata, PHR said.
In at least one instance, PHR reported, three sisters — ages 15, 17
and 18 — were raped at Tomina,
and their father subsequently slit
their throats as an “honor killing”
to lift the shame from his family.
PHR also noted that “some in
Tomina have stood up against
this practice, including a wellknown sheik who has publicly
advocated for raped women
and girls to be seen as brave and
bringing honor to their families.”
Physicians for Human Rights
only investigated the abuses
committed by Gadhafi forces.
The timing of their visit, and its
focus on Misrata, meant that

PHR was not in a position to
comment on allegations of rights
violations by the Libyan rebels or
by NATO, the group said.
However, PHR urged the rebel
National Transitional Council to
enforce law and order, suppress
vigilantism, and hold all rights
violators responsible and prevent
them from occupying positions of
power. It said NATO should investigate any credible claims made
against the allied force that supported the rebels, largely through
thousands of bombing sorties.
PHR particularly raised the issue of medical neutrality in wartime, accusing the Gadhafi forces
of attacking hospitals, clinics and
ambulances, and preventing
doctors from reaching or treating injured civilians.
Last week, New York-based
Human Rights Watch said it had
collected evidence that “strongly
suggests that Gadhafi government
forces went on a spate of arbitrary
killing as Tripoli was falling.”
Meanwhile, Amnesty International, which is based in London, also accused pro-Gadhafi
guards of raping child detainees,
but added that Libyan rebels are
abusing children and holding
migrant workers as prisoners.
All three major human rights
groups have called on both sides
to respect prisoners — and beyond that, to build a post-Gadhafi Libya.
“Individual perpetrators need
to be brought to justice and held
to account for their crimes,” Sollom said. “And as we’ve seen
historically in places like South
Africa and Bosnia and Rwanda,
it’s a cathartic experience for the
country, and a necessary one, to
move forward.”
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the rearming of the so-called
Northern Alliance, that represents Afghanistan’s ethnic minorities and who were partnered
with the coalition at the outset of
Operation Enduring Freedom to
topple the Taliban regime.
For the warlords that make
up the Northern Alliance, Martine van Bijlert, codirector and
cofounder of the Afghan Analyst

Network in Kabul, talk of peace
threatens their survival.
Warlords-cum-government
ministers and vice presidents are
watching attempts at finding a
peaceful end to the war with trepidation, each wondering “what if
it unravels, who is going to come
after me? Will I be the weakest in
the room? They are feeling very
vulnerable,” van Bijlert said.

people have demonstrated to
the whole world their strong
spirit, self-sacrificing attitude
and a high level of culture. People of the Kyrgyz Republic feel
deeply sorrowful about the difficulties and losses of Japanese
victims. They have made voluntary donations and sent their
collections to share a common
tragedy with our Japanese
friends. The government of the
Kyrgyz Republic also immediately sent humanitarian aid to
disaster-hit prefectures, clearly
signaling that Kyrgyzstanis never leave their friends in the
midst of trouble.
The Embassy of the Kyrgyz
Republic is highly interested in
having more Japanese friends

for Kyrgyzstan. We are ready to
fully cooperate for the benefit of
the development and deepening
of political, economic and cultural bonds between our countries. We will continue to conduct events for introducing the
Kyrgyz Republic to the people of
Japan and promoting contacts
between the business communities of both countries.
My dear friends and compatriots living in Japan, let me
convey to you my congratulations and warmest wishes on
the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the independence of
the Kyrgyz Republic. I hope that
our successes made by this moment will be multiplied and fortified by our future endeavors.

Afghan officials subverted U.S.-Taliban negotiations
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his contacts with the U.S. were revealed. The talks were deliberately
revealed by someone in the presidential palace, where Karzai’s office is located, said a Western and
an Afghan official. The reason was
Karzai’s animosity toward the U.S.
and fear that any agreement
Washington brokered would undermine his authority, they said.
Pakistan had also been kept in
the dark about the talks, people
knowledgeable about them said.
An Afghan official with contacts
with the Taliban said the insurgents decided not to tell Pakistan
about the meetings with the U.S.
At the time of the leak, Washington had already offered small concessions as “confidence-building
measures,” a former senior U.S.
official said. They were aimed at
developing a rapport and moving
talks forward, said a current U.S.
official on condition he not be
identified because of the sensitiv-

ity of the topic. The concessions
included treating the Taliban and
al-Qaida differently under international sanctions. The Taliban
had argued that while al-Qaida
is focused on worldwide jihad
against the West, Taliban militants
have focused on Afghanistan and
have shown little interest in attacking targets abroad.
Other good will gestures that
were not made public included
Aga’s safe passage to Germany,
U.S. officials said. The U.S. also
offered assurances that it would
not block the Taliban from opening an office in a third country,
the official said.
Aga slowly established his
bona fides with the U.S. officials,
who had initial doubts both
about his identity and his level of
contact and influence with Omar,
former and current U.S. official
with knowledge of the discussion
said. For example, a coded reference to the talks appeared on a

Taliban-affiliated website following one meeting, just as Aga said
it would, one official said.
Aga sought the freedom of
Taliban fighters in U.S. custody
in Guantanamo Bay and Bagram Air Field, north of the Afghan capital where an estimated
600 Afghans are being held. Still
at Guantanamo Bay is former
Taliban Defense Ministry Chief
of Staff Mullah Mohammed
Fazil, Taliban intelligence official
Abdul Haq Wasiq and former
Herat Gov. Mullah Khairullah
Khairkhwa.
A former U.S. official familiar
with the talks said the loss of the
Aga contact dismayed and angered the U.S. side, and further
eroded thin trust in Karzai. There
is a difference of opinion among
U.S. diplomats, military officials
and others about how directly
Karzai should be blamed, but
several officials agreed that the
leak was an attempt to torpedo

a diplomatic channel that Karzai and his inner circle worried
would sideline and undercut the
Afghan leader.
As the Afghan war slides into
its 10th year and Washington
plans to withdraw its combat
forces by the end of 2014, a negotiated settlement between the
Karzai government and the Taliban has become a stated goal
for the United States. It is the
centerpiece of efforts by Marc
Grossman, the U.S. special envoy
to Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Karzai has launched a separate peace outreach, with the
High Peace Council representing
numerous political factions.
A member of that High Peace
Council, who asked not to be
identified by name so he could
talk candidly, said the leaking
of the talks reveals the level of
mistrust and the lack of coordination among the key players in
any eventual peace deal.

He said all the key players —
the United States, Afghan government, Afghan National Security Council and the High Peace
Council — are holding separate
and secret talks with their own
contacts within the insurgency.
The U.S., for example, has
also held secret talks with Ibrahim Haqqani, the brother of
Jalaluddin Haqqani, who heads
the notorious Haqqani network
considered by U.S. and NATO
troops in Afghanistan to be their
biggest threat. That contact was
confirmed by officials from Pakistan, Afghanistan and the U.S.
Karzai met with representatives of wanted rebel leader
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, who is
seeking greater involvement at
the peace table and direct talks
with the U.S., diplomats said.
The flurry of meetings the U.S.
is holding with the various factions in the Afghan conflict has
also extended to Pakistan, where

the most powerful insurgents
have found safe havens.
A month ago, U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Sen. John Kerry and Pakistan’s army chief of staff Gen.
Ashfaq Pervez Kayani met for a
marathon eight hours in a gulf
country. Peace negotiations with
Afghanistan’s insurgents featured
prominently, said both Pakistani
and U.S. officials who would not
be identified by name because of
the secret nature of the meeting.
A U.S. official familiar with the
talks said Kayani made a pitch
during his marathon meeting
with Kerry that Pakistan take on
a far larger role in Afghanistan
peacemaking. The U.S. considers Pakistan an essential part of
an eventual deal, but neither the
U.S. nor Pakistan trusts the other’s
motives in Afghanistan.
Meanwhile, an unexpected
consequence of attempts to find
peace with the Taliban has been

Kyrgyzstan national day
Central Asia’s first parliamentary democracy’s 20th anniversary
Rysbek Moldogaziev
AMBASSADOR OF THE KYRGYZ
REPUBLIC

I am greatly honored to inform
readers of The Japan Times that,
today, the Kyrgyz Republic
celebrates the
20th anniversary of its independence. During these years
my country has
advanced significantly in the promotion of
democratic development and
fundamental economic reforms
aimed at the transition to a free
market.
Twice, in 2005 and 2010, the
people of Kyrgyzstan have demonstrated that they would not
tolerate an authoritarian regime, which violates the rights
of its citizens under the pretext
of maintaining stability in the
country. Today, despite various
difficulties in the development
process, Kyrgyzstan has an inflexible determination to build
up a society where great importance is attached to universal

democratic values, parliamentarianism, the rule of law, and
social and economic stability.
Such direction for development was backed by the people
of Kyrgyzstan at the recent referendum on the adoption of the
new constitution in 2010. The
constitution secures the transition to a parliamentarian form
of governance where presidential powers will be delineated
and well-balanced with others.
Taking up such a difficult mission, we fully realize our particular role in Central Asia and
feel strong support from the
government of Japan, which
brings a spirit of freedom and
prosperity to our region.
This autumn, the election of
the president of the Kyrgyz Republic will be held. For the first
time in the history of our country, the acting president will not
participate in the election campaign. I hope that a successful
election will add one more solid
stone to the foundation of the
new Kyrgyzstan.
I am particularly pleased to
note that next January marks
the 20th anniversary of the es-

Friendly ties: First Deputy Prime Minister Omurbek Babanov of
the Kyrgyz Republic meets with Foreign Minister Takeaki
Matsumoto on Aug. 1 in Tokyo. KYRGYZSTAN EMBASSY

tablishment of diplomatic relations between Kyrgyzstan and
Japan. For the years past, the relations between our countries
have been making good headway in the spirit of friendship
and cooperation, at both bilateral and multilateral levels.
At present, the Embassy of
the Kyrgyz Republic has been
set a challenge to push relations
between our countries to a new

level of mutually beneficial
partnership. We have already
achieved some progress here.
First Deputy Prime Minister of
the Kyrgyz Republic Omurbek
Babanov paid a working visit to
Japan from July 29 to Aug. 3 to
have constructive talks with the
representatives of the government of Japan.
The development of rare metals mines and further expansion

of Japanese power-intensive production in Kyrgyzstan are believed to be among the most
promising fields of cooperation
between our countries. In this
regard, the embassy currently
promotes the conduction of an
investment seminar in Japan
and a business forum in Kyrgyzstan. These events should provide an opportunity for business
communities of both countries
to deepen the mutually beneficial cooperation.
I would like to note that the
Kyrgyzstani side is interested in
the extension of contacts between members of the parliaments of Kyrgyzstan and Japan,
and the study of the Japanese
parliamentary system. Last autumn, members of the Diet Nobuhiko Suto and Naoto Sakaguchi participated actively as observers at the parliamentary
elections in the Kyrgyz Republic. We believe that the development of links between our parliaments will promote the
strengthening of fruitful cooperation between Kyrgyzstan and
Japan.
The embassy pays a great

deal of attention to encouraging
tourist connections between the
two countries. Special conditions exist for Japanese people
visiting Kyrgyzstan, such as a
visa-free regime for an unlimited term for citizens of Japan. In
September, several Kyrgyzstani
tourism agencies are scheduled
to take an active part in the Japan Association of Travel Agents
(JATA) Tourism Forum and
Travel Showcase in order to introduce tourist resources of the
republic to a Japanese audience.
Kyrgyzstan is a mountainous
country with beautiful nature
and numerous lakes and rivers;
it is a potentially vast area for
recreational activities. We sincerely hope that many Japanese
people and foreigners will visit
our country and make a true
discovery for themselves.
Japan has been supporting
the Kyrgyz Republic since its independence. The people of Kyrgyzstan have always remembered it.
The natural disaster of March
11 in the eastern part of Japan
has become a hard test for people of the country. Japanese
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