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Brazil independence day

Marcos Bezerra Abbott Galvão
Ambassador of Brazil

Compared to many countries, 
Japan among them, B razil is a 
relatively young nation. T oday 
we celebrate the 
189th anniver-
sary of our in-
dependence.

N a t i o n a l 
days are a good 
occasion to look 
back at our 
achievements 
as a country and consider what 
lies ahead, including the role of 
international partnerships in 
our development.

As we B razilians reflect on 
our past, present and future, we 
bear in mind the century-old 
presence of about 1.5 million 
Japanese descendants in our so-
ciety, as well as the contribution 
of Japanese investment and co-
operation to the progress of our 
economy.

Despite the immense geo-
graphical distance that sepa-
rates us, the partnership be-
tween Brazil and Japan is based 
on strong human bonds — 
which for the last 20 years have 
also included the presence now 
of approximately 220,000 Brazil-
ians working and living in this 
country — and on very concrete 
economic fruits of our coopera-
tion.

I am certain that all those in 
Japan familiar with the history 
of our partnership — and espe-
cially those here who have vis-
ited or lived in Brazil — are per-
fectly conscious of the deep 
sense of friendship and admira-
tion we B razilians feel with re-
gard to the Japanese people.

Brazilian solidarity
We all know that the natural di-
sasters of March 11 have left an 
indelible mark on the year 2011. 
The entire world anxiously fol-
lowed the developments of the 
situation in Japan and ex-
pressed admiration for the se-

rene, orderly and steadfast man-
ner in which the Japanese peo-
ple conducted themselves in the 
midst of extreme circumstanc-
es. In the days following the 
tragic events, the international 
community joined forces to 
support the effort of Japanese 
society and authorities to assist 
victims and initiate recovery. 
That truly global mobilization 
was a strong testimony of the 
positive light in which this 
country is viewed by other na-
tions.

As the ambassador of B razil 
in Japan, I have felt, both on a 
personal and professional level, 
a great deal of pride for the ac-
tions of solidarity toward the 
Japanese people immediately 
and spontaneously organized 
by the community of Brazilians 
living in this country — the 
third largest group of foreign 
residents in Japan.

Within days of the earth-
quake and tsunami, B razilians 
in A ichi P refecture collected 
about 30,000 blankets to be 
shipped to the affected areas, 
where the victims of the disas-
ters had their homes destroyed 
and were suffering from the low 
temperatures of winter. T wo 
weeks later, the Embassy of Bra-
zil helped launch the “Brasil 
Solidário” — Brazilian Solidari-
ty — movement in which we 
joined the Brazilian community 
and companies to undertake ac-
tions, such as the donation of 
400 bicycles to victims in Miyagi 
Prefecture.

On June 25, I visited M ina-
misanriku, where I had the op-
portunity to meet M ayor Jin 
Sato and discuss our efforts to 
support the citizens of his com-
munity. Following that meeting, 
we were able to organize our 
participation in the monthly fair 
hosted by the municipality. We 
hope that we accomplished our 
goal of taking some needed en-
tertainment and personal 
warmth — “carinho” as we say 
in B razil — to the citizens of 

Minamisanriku and to convey 
our concern for their well-being. 
Together with our community 
and companies, we continue to 
consider further actions of soli-
darity in the Tohoku region. 

Brazil-Japan relations
The fraternal ties between our 
peoples are supported by the 
close and friendly relations held 
by our governments. In March, 
Brazil without delay offered as-
sistance to Japan. A  day after 
the earthquake, P resident D il-
ma Rousseff and Minister of Ex-
ternal R elations A ntonio de 
Aguiar P atriota both sent mes-
sages of condolences and soli-
darity to P rime M inister N aoto 
Kan and Foreign M inister 
Takeaki Matsumoto. Our initial 
offer of assistance to the affect-
ed areas was adapted, at the 
suggestion of the Japanese au-
thorities, and took the form of a 
donation to the Red Cross.

On April 16, Minister Patriota 
visited Japan to personally ex-
press Brazil’s solidarity and dis-
cuss steps to strengthen our bi-
lateral relations. Challenging 
times, he said, call for friends to 
look toward the future and work 
together to relaunch their part-
nership. Both foreign ministers 

discussed a vast array of issues 
of our bilateral and internation-
al agendas to enhance our part-
nership and cooperation. A s a 
measure of the growing mo-
mentum of our relations, Minis-
ter M atsumoto promptly ac-
cepted M inister P atriota’s invi-
tation to visit B razil. He trav-
elled to Brasilia on June 30, after 
attending the M ercosur Lead-
ers’ Summit in Asunción, Para-
guay. It was the first visit of a 
Japanese foreign minister since 
2007.

These high-level contacts 
demonstrate that both our gov-
ernments are keenly aware of 
the importance and potential of 
our bilateral relations and deter-
mined to further reinforce 
them.

The economies of Brazil and 
Japan show an increasing de-
gree of mutual complementari-
ty. As an emerging nation over-
coming fundamental challenges 
of development, Brazil requires 
very large investments in areas 
such as infrastructure, innova-
tion and education, to consoli-
date and further the extraordi-
nary progress accomplished 
over the last years.

Japan, a mature and highly 
developed economy, has a long 
history of cooperation with Bra-
zil and, since at least the 1950s, 
has played a key role in the de-
velopment of such industries as 
steel, pulp and paper, shipbuild-
ing, electronics and automo-
biles, as well as in the advances 
in agriculture that transformed 
Brazil into one of the world’s 
largest food producers and ex-
porters. While an increasing 
number of international part-
ners are attracted to the poten-
tial of working with B razil, we 
very much wish that Japan con-
tinues to play the central role 
that our impressive joint 
achievements, mutual trust and 
century-old friendship call for.

Fortunately, the awareness of 
the importance of strong Japan-
Brazil relations is not limited to 

government officials. B razilian 
and Japanese companies and 
business leaders have played 
and continue to play a key part 
in the construction, expansion 
and diversification of our part-
nership.

In the second week of August, 
the historical B razilian city of 
Salvador hosted two meetings of 
significant players of our bilat-
eral relationship. On both occa-
sions, I had the opportunity to 
witness the high priority attrib-
uted to the advancement of our 
commercial and investment 
ties.

The first of those meetings 
was led by the M inistry of D e-
velopment, Industry and For-
eign Trade of Brazil (MDIC) and 
the Ministry of Economy Trade 
and Industry (METI) of Japan. 
The fifth meeting of this mecha-
nism in three years, it once 
again provided the opportunity 
for both governments, through 
various ministries and agencies 
participating in both delega-
tions, to update and advance a 
broad range of issues.

The second event was the 
14th edition of the Brazil-Japan 
Economic Cooperation Com-
mittee, led by the Brazilian Na-
tional Confederation of Industry 
(CNI) and the Keidanren (Japan 
Business Federation). From Bra-
zil, in addition to high-level au-
thorities such as the governor of 
the state of Bahia, the minister 
for development, industry and 
trade, and the president of the 
National D evelopment B ank 
(BNDES), more than 150 execu-
tives from the private sector 
took part in the meeting, among 
them the CEOs of some of our 
largest companies. From Japan, 
more than 120 company execu-
tives of numerous, very impor-
tant Japanese companies par-
ticipated in the event.

Recent data and news dem-
onstrate the dynamism of bilat-
eral economic relations. In the 
first five months of 2011, Japan 

Brazil, Japan foster a growing, enduring partnership

Continued on page 7

Capital building: Designed by Oscar Niemeyer, the Planalto Palace in Brasilia houses the offices of the president. R icardo Stuckert

Modern touch: The National Congress building, designed by Brazilian architect Oscar Niemeyer, is 
the seat of the legislative body of Brazil’s federal government in Brasilia. Emb ratur

President Dilma Rousseff of 
Brazil
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Brazil independence day / world

Seth Borenstein
Washington
AP

Nature is pummeling the United 
States this year with extremes.

Unprecedented 38-plus degree 
heat and devastating drought. 
Deadly tornadoes leveling towns. 
Massive rivers overflowing. A 
billion-dollar blizzard. A nd now, 
unusual hurricane-caused flood-
ing in Vermont.

If what’s falling from the sky 
isn’t enough, the ground shook 
in places that normally seem sta-
ble: Colorado and the entire East 
Coast. On Friday, a strong quake 
triggered tsunami warnings in 
Alaska. Arizona and New Mexico 
have broken records for wildfires.

Total weather losses top $35 
billion, and that’s not counting 
Hurricane Irene, according to the 
National Oceanic A tmospheric 
Administration. There have been 
more than 700 U.S. disaster and 
weather deaths, most from the 
tornado outbreaks this spring.

Last year, the world seemed 
to go wild with natural disasters 
in the deadliest year in a genera-
tion. B ut 2010 was bad globally, 
and the U.S. was mostly spared.

This year, while there have 
been devastating events else-
where, such as the earthquake 
and tsunami in Japan, A ustra-
lia’s flooding and a drought in 
Africa, it’s A merica’s turn to get 
smacked. Repeatedly.

“I’m hoping for a break. I’m 
tired of working this hard. T his 
is ridiculous,” said Jeff Masters, a 
meteorologist who runs Weath-
er Underground, a meteorology 
service that tracks strange and 
extreme weather. “I’m not used 
to seeing all these extremes all at 
once in one year.”

The U.S. has had a record 10 
weather catastrophes costing 
more than $1 billion: five torna-
do outbreaks, two different major 
river floods in the Upper Midwest 
and the Mississippi River, drought 
in the S outhwest and a blizzard 
that crippled the M idwest and 
Northeast, and Irene.

What’s happening, say ex-
perts, is mostly random chance 
or bad luck. B ut there is some-
thing more to it, many of them 
say. M an-made global warming 
is increasing the odds of getting 
a bad roll of the dice.

Sometimes the luck seemed 
downright freakish.

The E ast Coast got a double 
whammy in one week with a 
magnitude 5.8 quake followed 
by a drenching from Irene. If one 
place felt more besieged than oth-
ers, it was tiny M ineral, Virginia, 
the epicenter of the quake, where 
Louisa County Fire Lt. Floyd Rich-
ard stared at the darkening sky 
before Irene and said, “What did 
WE do to Mother Nature to come 
through here like this.”

There are still four months 
to go, including S eptember, the 
busiest month of the hurricane 
season. The Gulf Coast expected 
a soaking this weekend from 
Tropical Storm Lee and forecast-
ers were watching Hurricane Ka-
tia slogging west in the Atlantic.

The insurance company M u-
nich R e calculated that in the 
first six months of the year there 
have been 98 natural disasters in 

the United S tates, about double 
the average of the 1990s.

Even before Irene, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
was on pace to obliterate the re-
cord for declared disasters issued 
by state, reflecting both the geo-
graphic breadth and frequency of 
America’s problem-plagued year.

“If you weren’t in a drought, 
you were drowning is what it 
came down to,” Masters said.

Add to that, oppressive and un-
relenting heat. Tens of thousands 
of daily weather records have 
been broken or tied and nearly 
1,000 all-time records set, most of 
them heat- or rain-related:
•	Oklahoma set a record for hot-
test month ever in any state in 
July.
•	Washington, D .C., set all-time 
heat records at the N ational A r-
boretum on July 23 with 40.5 de-
grees and then broke it a week 
later with 41.
•	Houston had a record string of 
24 days in August with the ther-
mometer over 38 degrees.
•	Newark, N ew Jersey, set a re-
cord with 42 degrees, topping the 
old mark by 2 degrees.

Tornadoes this year hit me-

dium-size cities such as Joplin, 
Missouri, and T uscaloosa, A la-
bama. The outbreaks affected 21 
states, including unusual deadly 
twisters in Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and Massachusetts.

“I think this year has really 
been extraordinary in terms 
of natural catastrophes,” said 
Andreas S chrast, head of cata-
strophic perils for S wiss R e, an-
other big insurer.

One of the most noticeable 
and troubling weather extremes 
was the record-high nighttime 
temperatures, said T om Karl, 
director of NOAA’s National Cli-
matic D ata Center. T hat shows 
that the country wasn’t cooling 
off at all at night, which both the 
human body and crops need.

“These events are abnormal,” 
Karl said. “But it’s part of an ongo-
ing trend we’ve seen since 1980.”

Individual weather disasters 
so far can’t be directly attributed 
to global warming, but it is a fac-
tor in the magnitude and the 
string of many of the extremes, 
Karl and other scientists say.

While the hurricanes and tor-
nado outbreaks don’t seem to 
have any clear climate change 

connection, the heat wave and 
drought do, said NASA  climate 
scientist Gavin Schmidt.

This year, there’s been a Pacific 
Ocean climate phenomenon that 
changes weather patterns world-
wide known as La N ina, the flip 
side to El Nino. La Ninas normally 
trigger certain extremes such as 
flooding in Australia and drought 
in Texas. But global warming has 
taken those events and amplified 
them from bad to record levels, 
said climate scientist Jerry Meehl 
at the National Center for Atmo-
spheric Research.

Judith Curry of Georgia T ech 
disagreed, saying that while hu-
mans are changing the climate, 
these extremes have happened 
before, pointing to the 1950s.

“Sometimes it seems as if we 
have weather amnesia,” she said.

Another factor is that people 
are building bigger homes and 
living in more vulnerable places 
such as coastal regions, said Swiss 
Re’s S chrast. Worldwide insured 
losses from disasters in the first 
three months this year are more 
than any entire year on record 
except for 2005, when Hurricane 
Katrina struck, Schrast said.

Unlike last year, when many of 
the disasters were in poor coun-
tries such as Haiti and P akistan, 
this year’s catastrophes have 
struck richer areas, including 
Australia, Japan and the U.S.

The problem is so big that 
insurers, emergency managers, 
public officials and academics 
from around the world were set 
to gather Wednesday in Wash-
ington for a special three-day 
National A cademy of S ciences 
summit to figure out how to bet-
ter understand and manage ex-
treme events.

The idea is that these events 
keep happening, and with global 
warming they should occur more 
often, so society has to learn to 
adapt, said former astronaut Kath-
ryn Sullivan, NOAA’s deputy chief.

Sullivan, a scientist, said 
launching into space gave her 
a unique perspective on E arth’s 
“extraordinary scale and power 
and both extraordinary elegance 
and finesse.”

“We are part of it. We do af-
fect it,” S ullivan said. “But it 
surely affects us on a daily basis 
— sometimes with very powerful 
punches.”

Year of extreme weather rocks U.S.
Perfect storm 
of record heat, 
blizzard, floods 
and tornadoes

moved back up in the ranking of 
sources of foreign direct invest-
ments in B razil and today is 
fourth in that list of countries — 
after more than 20 years of com-
paratively more modest perfor-
mance. Thus far this year, more 
than 20 announcements of in-
vestment decisions by Japanese 
companies in B razil have been 
made public — and I have good 
reason to believe more are on 
the way. T his welcome trend 
has led me to say that Japanese 
companies are truly rediscover-
ing Brazil.

Brazil’s achievements
In the last few years, Brazil has 
drawn international attention 
due to the progress in econom-
ic stability and growth, as well 
as the great transformation 
Brazil accomplished in improv-
ing the living conditions of its 
citizens.

During the last decade, close 
to 30 million B razilians were 
lifted out of poverty. A new and 
expanding middle class — 
joined in recent years by about 
36 million citizens — is emerg-
ing in our country and these 
new consumers are now inte-
grated into a vigorous domestic 
market, the main factor behind 
the sustained growth of our 
economy. P resident R ousseff 
has made a priority of increas-
ing the scope of social programs 
so that we may once and for all 
overcome the situation of pov-
erty in which 16 million Brazil-
ians still live.

Social progress and develop-
ment are taking place in Brazil 
within the context of sound and 
consistent economic policies. 
Brazil has maintained high pri-
mary budget surpluses for more 
than 10 years to assure a trend 
in reduction of public debt over 
the period. We have adhered to 
this policy even in the present 
difficult international economic 
situation to maintain the fiscal 

soundness and the sustainabil-
ity of our achievements. Among 
the Group of Twenty countries, 
we have some of the best perfor-
mance indicators and projec-
tions regarding fiscal balance 
and public debt.

A  challenge faced by B razil, 
but also familiar to Japan, refers 
to the significant appreciation of 
our currency in the last few 
years. Our strengthening cur-
rency in part reflects B razil’s 
economic fundamentals and 
different growth prospects 
among countries, but also stems 
from international monetary li-
quidity conditions.

Since late 2009, Brazilian au-
thorities have implemented a 
range of measures to help stabi-
lize the exchange rate and ad-
dress the effects of speculative 
capital inflows. Furthermore, in 
early A ugust the government 
unveiled industrial policy mea-
sures to increase the competi-
tiveness of the manufacturing 
sector affected by the appreciat-
ing currency.

Also adding to the positive 
elements currently drawing at-
tention to our country, B razil 
will host major international 
sporting events that will spot-
light our country — the 2014 
FIFA World Cup soccer tourna-
ment and the Rio 2016 Olympic 
Games — and they will require 
additional important invest-
ments and thus generate new 
opportunities. 

We will also promote other 
major events, some in the diplo-
matic arena, such as the United 
Nations Conference on Sustain-
able D evelopment (“Rio + 20”), 
which more than 50 thousand 
representatives from the entire 
world are expected to attend, 
will be an important moment 
for B razil. T he “Rio + 20” will 
take place in R io de Janeiro, 
from June 4-6 to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the historic 1992 
United N ations Conference on 
Environment and Development, 

as well as to revive international 
political commitment to sus-
tainable development goals.

Future partnership
In light of Brazil’s advances and 
Japan’s renewed interest in 
deepening our ties, I believe it is 
time to consider even more 
carefully the economic comple-
mentarities between our coun-
tries. We must permanently re-
visit our bilateral agenda to not 
only continue our cooperation 
in traditional fields but also ex-
pand our collaboration to areas 
such as technology, services, 
and commitment to cultural 
and educational exchanges.

Although B razil has diversi-
fied trade relations with the 
global community and is in-
creasingly appealing as a desti-
nation for investments from a 
wide array of countries, the his-
toric human ties and traditional 
partnership between Brazil and 
Japan all contribute toward ever 
closer relations. Both countries 
need to engage in forging a stra-
tegic vision for this partnership 
to take full advantage of our 
complementarities, promote our 
development goals and make 
ever more concrete the wish for 
greater interaction among our 
nations. 

This is the very positive work 
program that lies ahead all 
those of us already involved or 
yet to participate in building 
and expanding relations be-
tween our two countries. 

As 191 million Brazilians cel-
ebrate the national day of Brazil, 
the strengths of our democracy 
and economy, the progress we 
have made in overcoming our 
still very important social chal-
lenges, I wish to convey a mes-
sage of renewed friendship to 
the people and government of 
Japan. M ay our partnership 
continue to be an increasingly 
relevant contribution to the 
progress and well-being of both 
our nations.

Strategic vision for bilateral ties
Continued from page 6

Sun city: Located in northeastern Brazil, Natal is a tourist destination known for its sunshine and 
climate, and is one of the host cities of the 2014 FIFA World Cup soccer tournament.  Embratur

Baracoa  Cuba
AP

They call him “Twenty-four.”
Yoandri Hernandez Garrido’s 

nickname comes from the six 
perfectly formed digits on each 
of his hands and the six impec-
cable toes on each foot.

Hernandez is proud of his ex-
tra digits and calls them a bless-
ing, saying they set him apart 
and enable him to make a living 
by scrambling up palm trees to 
cut coconuts and posing for pho-
tographs in this eastern Cuban 
city popular with tourists. One 
traveler paid $10 for a picture 
with him, Hernandez said, a bo-
nanza in a country with an aver-
age salary of just $20 a month.

“It’s thanks to my 24 digits 
that I’m able to make a living, 
because I have no fixed job,” 
Hernandez said.

Known as polydactyly, Her-
nandez’s condition is relatively 
common, but it’s rare for the ex-
tra digits to be so perfect. Anyone 
who glanced quickly at his hands 
would be hard-pressed to notice 
anything different unless they 
paused and started counting.

Hernandez said that as a boy 
he was visited by a prominent 
Cuban orthopedist who is also 
one of former P resident Fidel 
Castro’s doctors, and he declared 
that in all his years of travel he 
had never seen such a case of 
well-formed polydactyly.

“He was very impressed when 
he saw my fingers,” said Hernan-
dez, who is the only one in his 
family to be born with extra digits.

In a part of the world where 
people’s physical traits are often 
the basis for cruel nicknames  
like “fatty” or “shorty,” “veinticu-
atro” (“twenty-four” in E nglish) 

is not an insult but rather a term 
of endearment, and Hernandez, 
now 37, said his uniqueness has 
made him a popular guy. He has 
a 10-year-old son with a woman 
who now lives in Havana, and his 
current girlfriend is expecting his 
second child.

“Since I was young, I under-
stood that it was a privilege to 
have 24 digits. N obody has ever 
discriminated against me for that,” 
he said. “On the contrary, people 
admire me and I am very proud. I 
have a million friends, I live well.”

Nevertheless, it occasionally 
caused confusion growing up.

“One day when I was in pri-
mary school, a teacher asked me 
how much was five plus five?” 
Hernandez recalled. “I was very 
young, kind of shy, and I didn’t 
say anything. S he told me to 
count how many fingers I had, 
so I answered, “12!”

“The teacher was a little upset, 
but it was the truth,” he said.

Hernandez said he hopes he 
can be an example to children 
with polydactyly that there’s 
nothing wrong with them.

“I think it’s what God com-
manded,” he said. “They 
shouldn’t feel bad about any-
thing, because I think it’s one of 
the greatest blessings and they’ll 
be happy in life.”

‘Twenty-four’ proud of extra digits

Washington  AFP-JIJI
Wildfires ravaging Texas forced 
Gov. Rick Perry to abandon 
the Republican presidential 
campaign trail, as officials 
warned of “catastrophic” 
destruction.

The fires destroyed 
hundreds of homes, having 
been fanned by dry winds from 
a tropical depression that hit 
southern parts of the U.S. over 
the weekend, exacerbating a 
drought that has left central 
Texas tinder dry. The worst 
blaze is reportedly 10 km wide 
and 25 km long, prompting 
mass evacuations as forecasts 
suggest the situation will get 
worse before it gets better.

“There will be more flareups 
with the cool air,” said a 
spokeswoman for the Texas 
Forest Service, referring to a 
predicted drop in temperatures 
later this week. 

Over the weekend, 
firefighters responded to 
63 blazes that have burned 
approximately 13,300 hectares, 
according to local officials.

Perry, who had been 
campaigning in South Carolina 
ahead of a major debate  
Wednesday night among 
Republican candidates seeking 

the 2012 nomination, flew 
home as television pictures 
showed smoke and flames 
engulfing his state.

“We will pick up the pieces, 
we will rebuild,” he said after 
arriving back in Texas, having 
earlier described the wildfire 
situation as “severe,” and 
pledged resources to protect 
lives and property.

“I urge Texans to take 
extreme caution as we continue 
to see the devastating effects of 
sweeping wildfires impacting 
both rural and urban areas of 
the state,” the governor added 
in a statement on his website.

Officials have ruled out arson 
as the cause of the fires, with 
blame instead being attributed 
to Tropical Depression Lee, 
which was graded as a more 
serious tropical storm when 
it came ashore in southern 
Louisiana early Sunday.

Home-state wildfires force Perry to temporarily abandon campaign trail

Digital display: Yoandri Hernandez Garrido, who is called 
“Twenty-four” by his friends, shows reporters his hands in 
Baracoa, Guantanamo Province, Cuba, on Aug. 24.  AP

Information update: Texas Gov. Rick Perry listens during a 
news conference in Bastrop, Texas, on Monday. Wildfires 
have ravaged the central part of the Lone Star State.  AP

Water world: A girl walks down East Hickman Street in Delcambre, Louisiana, on Sunday after water from Tropical Storm Lee 
flooded the neighborhood roadways.  AP
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