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Simmering Yemen
edges toward civil war

Secret U.S.
drone sites
being built
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countries: Afghanistan, Iraq,
Libya, Pakistan, Somalia and
Yemen. The negotiations that
preceded the establishment
of the base in the Republic of
Seychelles illustrate the efforts
the United States is making to
broaden the range of its drone
weapons.
The island nation of 85,000
people has hosted a small fleet
of MQ-9 Reaper drones operated by the U.S. Navy and Air Force
since September 2009. U.S. and
Seychellois officials have previously acknowledged the drones’
presence but have said that their
primary mission was to track
pirates in regional waters. But
classified U.S. diplomatic cables
show that the unmanned aircraft
have also conducted counterterrorism missions over Somalia,
about 1300 km to the northwest.
The cables, obtained by the
antisecrecy group WikiLeaks, reveal that U.S. officials asked leaders in the Seychelles to keep the
counterterrorism missions secret. The Reapers are described
by the military as hunter-killer
drones because they can be
equipped with Hellfire missiles
and satellite-guided bombs.
To allay concerns among islanders, U.S. officials said they
had no plans to arm the Reapers when the mission was announced two years ago. The
cables show, however, that U.S.
officials were thinking about
weaponizing the drones.
During a meeting with Seychelles President James Michel
on Sept. 18, 2009, American
diplomats said the U.S. government “would seek discrete (sic),
specific discussions . . . to gain
approval” to arm the Reapers
“should the desire to do so ever
arise,” according to a cable summarizing the meeting. Michel
concurred, but asked U.S. officials to approach him exclusively
for permission “and not anyone
else” in his government, the cable reported.
Michel’s chief deputy told a

Saleh’s forces bolster positions
as mutinous soldiers join uprising
Sanaa
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Drop in the bucket: Yemeni riot police use water cannons to disperse antigovernment protesters in clashes in Taiz, Yemen, on Tuesday.

U.S. diplomat on a separate occasion that the Seychelles president “was not philosophically
against” arming the drones, according to another cable. But
the deputy urged the Americans
“to be extremely careful in raising the issue with anyone in the
Government outside of the President. Such a request would be
‘politically extremely sensitive’
and would have to be handled
with ‘the utmost discreet care.’ ”
A U.S. military spokesman declined to say whether the Reapers in the Seychelles have ever
been armed.
“Because of operational security concerns, I can’t get into
specifics,” said Lt. Cmdr. James
D. Stockman, a public affairs officer for the U.S. Africa Command,
which oversees the base in the
Seychelles. He noted, however,
that the MQ-9 Reapers “can be
configured for both surveillance
and strike.”
A spokeswoman for Michel
said the president was unavailable for comment.
Jean-Paul Adam, who was
Michel’s chief deputy in 2009

and now serves as minister of
foreign affairs, said U.S. officials
had not asked for permission to
equip the drones with missiles or
bombs.
“The operation of the drones
in Seychelles for the purposes
of counterpiracy surveillance
and other related activities has
always been unarmed, and
the U.S. government has never
asked us for them to be armed,”
Adam said in an email. “This
was agreed between the two
governments at the first deployment and the situation has not
changed.”
The State Department cables
show that U.S. officials were
sensitive to perceptions that the
drones might be armed, noting
that they “do have equipment
that could appear to the public
as being weapons.”
To dispel potential concerns,
they held a “media day” for
about 30 journalists and Seychellois officials at the small,
one-runway airport in Victoria,
the capital, in November 2009.
One of the Reapers was parked
on the tarmac.

“The government of Seychelles
invited us here to fight against piracy and that is its mission,” Craig
White, a U.S. diplomat, said during the event. “However, these
aircraft have a great deal of capabilities and could be used for
other missions.”
Officials organized a “media day” to exhibit one of the
aircraft, emphasizing the antipiracy mission. In fact, U.S. officials had already outlined other
purposes for the drones in a
classified mission review with
Michel and Adam. Saying that
the U.S. government “desires to
be completely transparent,” the
American diplomats informed
the Seychellois leaders that the
Reapers would also fly over Somalia “to support ongoing counterterrorism efforts,” though not
“direct attacks,” according to a
cable summarizing the meeting.
U.S. officials “stressed the
sensitive nature of this counterterrorism mission and that this
not be released outside of the
highest . . . channels,” the cable
stated. “The President wholeheartedly concurred with that
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request, noting that such issues
could be politically sensitive for
him as well.”
The Seychelles drone operation has a relatively small footprint. Based in a hangar located
about half a kilometer from the
main passenger terminal at the
airport, it includes between three
and four Reapers and about 100
U.S. military personnel and contractors, according to the cables.
The military operated the
flights on a continuous basis
until April, when it paused the
operations. They resumed this
month, said Stockman, the Africa
Command spokesman.
The aim in assembling a constellation of bases in the Horn of
Africa and the Arabian Peninsula
is to create overlapping circles of
surveillance in a region where alQaida offshoots could emerge for
years to come, U.S. officials said.
The locations “are based on
potential target sets,” said a senior U.S. military official. “If you
look at it geographically, it makes
sense — you get out a ruler and
draw the distances (drones) can
fly and where they take off from.”

The grim prospect of civil war in
Yemen has drawn closer as mutinous soldiers have become more
deeply involved in a rapidly
spreading battle against regime
forces for control of the capital.
A negotiated ceasefire Tuesday halted three days of fighting
that killed dozens of people, but
it will not hold without a quick
resolution of the key dispute:
Who will lead the nation.
A peaceful way out of Yemen’s
seven-month crisis may not come
easily, if at all, making it more
likely to be settled in large-scale
and ruinous street battles pitting
renegade army soldiers and their
allied tribal fighters against U.S.trained forces loyal to embattled
President Ali Abdullah Saleh and
led by his son and one-time heir
apparent, Ahmed.
Already, proregime forces
have reinforced their positions
in their strongholds in the south
of the capital, apparently in anticipation of renewed fighting.
The potential for bloody strife
has been shown in Yemen since
the uprising against Saleh’s regime began in February, with
hundreds of protesters killed
and thousands wounded at the
hands of security forces.
In the past three days, proregime forces have killed more
than 70 people, mostly protesters, using antiaircraft guns,
rocket-propelled grenades and
mortars. At least 23 people were
killed in Sanaa on Tuesday as the
fighting intensified and spread to
sensitive areas of the capital before the ceasefire took hold after
nightfall.
In one incident, 13 followers
of a tribal leader who changed
sides and joined the opposition in March were killed when

mortar shells fired by progovernment forces rained down on the
upscale Hedah area of southern
Sanaa, also home to top regime
figures.
“It’s a war zone,” said Sanaa
activist Hakim al-Masmari. “We
can’t even sit near windows because we could be killed.”
Thousands have been forced
to flee Sanaa for the relative safety of rural areas. Scores of pickup
trucks and cars loaded with families and their belongings were
seen early Tuesday heading out
of the city, repeatedly shaken by
loud explosions overnight.
The United States condemned
the violence and called on all
parties to exercise restraint. “We
urge a prompt, impartial investigation into the events that led
to the recent violence,” Victoria
Nuland, the State Department’s
spokeswoman, said in a statement Tuesday.
Saleh, Yemen’s president for
33 years and a staunch U.S. ally,
has clung to power despite tens
of thousands taking to the streets
nearly daily since February to
demand his ouster. At least three
times he has backed away at the
last minute from endorsing a resignation plan offered by his gulf
Arab neighbors and supported by
the United States — handing over
power in return for immunity.
He left Yemen in June for
neighboring Saudi Arabia to be
treated for serious wounds suffered in an attack on his compound. He has not returned to
Yemen since, but the presence
in Sanaa of his son, Ahmed,
and other loyal family members
meant the regime continued to
fight for its survival.
Much is at stake in Yemen for
the United States, its gulf Arab
allies, particularly Saudi Arabia,
and the West. Yemen overlooks
key shipping lanes in the Red

and Arabian seas and is home to
one of the world’s most dangerous al-Qaida branches, whose
militants have staged or inspired
a series of attacks on U.S. territory. Already, the chaos has allowed al-Qaida militants to capture and hold a string of towns in
nearly lawless southern Yemen.
With the prospect of a peaceful settlement remote, civil war
becomes a realistic possibility,
given that Yemen is a nation with
deep tribal and regional divides,
a checkered history of civil strife,
and a chronically weak central
government.
The nation’s north and the
once-independent south fought
it out in 1994. Another civil war
would pit the renegade soldiers
of the 1st Armored Division, perhaps the nation’s most combattested unit, against the Republican Guards led by Ahmed to
decide the leadership question.
The 1st Armored Division
claims about 20,000 fighters in
Sanaa, and, according to security officials, has been training its
men in urban warfare for most of
the six months since it defected
along with its commander, Maj.
Gen. Ali Mohsen al-Ahmar, and
joined the anti-Saleh protesters.
The division has tanks and armored personnel carriers, but
they have been hidden across
the city to avoid being picked off
by regime warplanes.
The Republican Guards boast
much more armor, a large arsenal of rockets and about the same
number of troops. As a backup, it
can draw on the support of the
U.S.-trained and equipped Special Forces, another elite unit
also led by Saleh’s son, and the
Presidential Guards, led by Saleh’s
nephew, Tariq, a commander notorious for brutality.
“The Republican Guards are
the superior force on paper,” said
military expert Hussein Mansour,
a retired army brigadier. “But
that makes little difference on
the ground. It is all about street
warfare and combat expertise.”

Western leaders welcome new Libyan government at U.N.
United Nations/Sirte Libya
AFP-JIJI, AP

Welcome aboard: U.S. President Obama meets with Libyan Transitional National Council President
Mustafa Abdul-Jalil at the beginning of the U.N. General Assembly on Tuesday. AP

U.S. President Barack Obama
and other Western leaders welcomed Libya into a new era
back in the United Nations but
warned that foreign military help
will be needed for a while yet.
The former rebel leaders, who
deposed dictator Moammar
Gadhafi, got a new diplomatic
boost when the African Union
finally recognized their National
Transitional Council, while announcing that a new government
should be created within a week.
In Libya, meanwhile, families
in pickup trucks fled Gadhafi’s
hometown of Sirte on Tuesday
ahead of an expected new push

by revolutionary forces to seize
the city, as the anti-Gadhafi forces claimed progress in the battle
for a city in the southern desert.
A commander in the new government’s forces said late Tuesday they were in control of most
of the Gadhafi desert stronghold
of Sabha after a day of fighting.
The commander, Bashir Ahwaz,
said most of the tribesmen loyal
to Gadhafi fled the city instead
of putting up a fight, but three
of his men and 19 pro-Gadhafi
tribesmen were killed.
He said it would take another
week for his forces to take control of all of Libya’s southern desert and its borders with Algeria
and Niger. Several groups of officials from Gadhafi’s regime, as

well as one of the ousted dictator’s sons, have fled to Niger.
With the new Libyan flag flying at the U.N. headquarters, interim government leader Mustafa Abdul-Jalil thanked all nations
who contributed to the “success
of the Libyan revolution,” which
he said had left at least 25,000
dead. At a special summit, the
U.N. and world leaders promised
to help the new government with
its campaign to take the remaining territory held by Gadhafi
fighters and to move toward democracy and free elections.
Obama said that “so long as the
Libyan people are being threatened, the NATO-led mission to
protect them will continue.”
But the U.S. president said he

Mali national day
Stable West African democracy continues growth, development
Every Sept. 22, the Republic of
Mali and its people celebrate the
anniversary of the country’s independence, which they gained
from France in 1960.
Mali has an area of more than
1.2 million sq. km with a population of 14.5 million. A landlocked
country in West Africa, Mali
shares borders with Algeria, Niger, Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire,
Guinea, Senegal and Mauritania.
The north of the country is part
of the Sahara Desert. The Niger
River runs through the south of
the country, through the capital
Bamako.
The Mali Empire flourished
in the 13th century, with the
city of Timbuktu on the banks
of the Niger River as an intellectual, artistic and religious center.
The Songhai Empire reigned in
the 15th century, followed notably by the Bambara Kingdom
in the 17th and 18th centuries.
From the latter half of the 16th
century, Mali experienced a period under Moroccan control in
the north.
In the 19th century the

French Army advanced into the
region, making Mali a part of
French West Africa from 1898
to 1960.
After independence, a long
period of one-party rule followed. In 1991, a coup led to
the writing of a new constitution and Alpha Oumar Konaré
won Mali’s first democratic,
multi-party presidential election
in 1992. President Konaré was
reelected in 1997. After serving
his two-term limit as president,
Konaré was succeeded in democratic elections by current President Amadou Toumani Touré, a
retired general, who had been
the leader of the military aspect
of the 1991 democratic uprising.
President Touré was reelected
in 2007. Today, Mali is one of
the most politically and socially
stable countries in Africa.
The great Moroccan geographer Ibn Battuta wrote about
Mali’s people and society after
visiting the country in 1352 and
his notes on the country’s virtues
remain unchanged even today.
While Malians are strongly reli-

Vitalizing tourism: Official posters advertise the attractions of Mali
to potential visitors from around the world. EMBASSY OF MALI

gious, the fact that other faiths
and ideas are also flexibly accepted makes it possible for Islam and Christianity, for example, to coexist peacefully.
Although Mali’s 23 ethnic
groups — each with its own culture, language and social etiquette
— appear unconnected, the individual groups actually have an

amicable relationship in which
they thoroughly permeate one another, both culturally and socially.
The family, forming the nucleus of
Mali’s social structure, possesses a
strong sense of solidarity.
It is a tradition in Mali to
welcome people with tea. In
the Malian-style tea ceremony,
green tea is simmered together

with mint leaves in a small teapot, and the resultant tea, with
plenty of sugar added, is drunk
from small glasses. It is an indispensable part of enjoying the
company of family and friends.
The considerable time required
to make the tea is passed by
chatting and relaxing.
Foreign direct investment has
been limited until recent years.
Now there is investment in steel
by Japan, Australia, Canada and
South Africa, and in manufacturing and processed foods by
France, Germany and China.
Investment figures reveal a dramatically expanding trend in
manufacturing. Mali presents
extremely attractive business
opportunities due to its political
stability and excellent administrative body, its participation in
the UEMOA (West African Economic and Monetary Union),
its huge potential in terms of
natural resources and agriculture, and its low labor and other
costs. Predictions are for growth
in a variety of directions into the
future.

Travelers to Mali come mostly
to see the UNESCO World Heritage sites of Timbuktu, Djenne
Bandiagara and the Tomb of
Askia. However, there exist numerous other attractions for
tourists relating to the diverse
cultures of the empires and kingdoms that have flourished over
the centuries.
National projects currently being pursued in Mali seek to open
up and develop tourism resources in new and existing forms.
Steps are being taken in various parts of Mali to set up a
pleasant environment geared
toward tourism. In addition to
several hotel and tourism operators, there have been increases in
the number of car rental companies, hospitals accepting foreigners, insurance organizations and
financial institutions handling
foreign exchange. Airports, roads
and railways linking these areas
are also under expansion.
Information provided by the
Embassy of Mali.
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has ordered the U.S. ambassador
back to Tripoli. “Those still holding out must understand — the
old regime is over, and it is time
to lay down your arms and join
the new Libya,” he said.
He stressed there must be
a democratic transition after
four decades of one-man rule
that is “peaceful, inclusive and
just.” Libyan No. 2 Mahmoud
Jibril said he expects the first
post-Gadhafi government to be
named in less than 10 days.
French President Nicolas Sarkozy also vowed to keep up action in support of Libya’s new
government for as long as it was
needed.
He made a plea for support
for all of the Arab countries

where people have stood up
against strong-arm leaders, saying it had given the international
community a “responsibility to
take action.”
Sarkozy said that international military action in Libya and
Cote d’Ivoire this year should be
a stern warning to other strongarm leaders.
“Let all dictators be aware
that henceforth the international
community is not just going to
speak, but will take action and
where necessary will take action, if necessary with weapons
in their hands in the service of
democracy,” he told the summit.
“We, the European countries,
tolerated regimes that we should
never have tolerated.”

