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Left picks Hollande
to run against Sarkozy

Warming shrinks animals, plants
Paris
AFP-JIJI

Climate change is reducing
the body size of many animal
and plant species, including
some that supply vital nutrition
for more than 1 billion people
already living near hunger’s
threshold, according to a study
released Sunday.
From microorganisms to top
predators, nearly 45 percent of
species for which data was reviewed grew smaller over multiple generations due to climate
change, researchers found.
The impact of rapidly climbing
temperatures and shifts in rainfall
patterns on body size could have
unpredictable and possible severe
consequences, they warned.
Previous work established that
recent climate change has led to
sharp shifts in habitat and the
timing of reproductive cycles.
But impact on the size of plants
and animals has received far less
attention.
Jennifer Sheridan and David
Bickford at the National University of Singapore looked at scientific literature on climate-change
episodes in the distant past and
at experiments and observations
in recent history.
Fossil records, they found,
were unambiguous: Past periods
of rising temperatures had led
both marine and land organisms
to became progressively smaller.

During a warming event 55
million years ago — often seen
as an analogue for current climate change — beetles, bees,
spiders, wasps and ants shrank
by 50 to 75 percent over a period
of several thousand years.
Mammals such as squirrels
and wood rats also diminished
in size, by about 40 percent.
The pace of current warming,
though, is far greater than during
this so-called Paleocene-Eocene
Thermal Maximum.
It, too, has begun to shrink
dozens of species, the study
found. Among 85 examples cited, 45 percent were unaffected.
But of those remaining, four out
of five had gotten smaller, while
a fifth got bigger.
Some of the shrinkage came
as a surprise.
“Plants were expected to get
larger with increased atmospheric carbon dioxide,” but
many wound up stunted due to
changes in temperature, humidity and nutrients available, the
researchers said.
For cold-blooded animals —
including insects, reptiles and
amphibians — the impact is direct: Experiments suggest that an
upward tick of 1 degree translates
into roughly a 10 percent increase
in metabolism, the rate at which
an organism uses energy. That,
in turn, results in shrinking body
sizes. The common toad, for
example, has measurably shriv-

eled in girth in only two decades,
along with some tortoises, marine
iguanas and lizards.
Overfishing has been blamed
for decreased body size in both
wild and commercially harvested
aquatic species, threatening the
key source of protein for 1 billion
people around the world, mainly
in Africa and Asia. But experiments and observational studies
have shown that warming waters
play a role as well, especially in
rivers and lakes.
Birds — including passerines,
goshawks and gulls — and mammals such as Soay sheep, red
dear and polar bears, have also
trended toward less bulk.
Some of the most worrying
changes are at the bottom of
the food chain, especially in the
ocean, where tiny phytoplankton and calcium-building creatures are dwindling in size due
to acidification and the reduced
capacity of warmer water to hold
oxygen and nutrients.
Carbon pollution has probably locked in an additional 1.0
degree increase in average global
temperatures, and continued
emissions of greenhouse gases
could push the thermometer up
another 4.0 to 5.0 degrees by the
end of the century, according
to the U.N.’s Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change.
The study is published in the
peer-reviewed journal Nature
Climate Change.

Socialists surge
as incumbent
loses popularity
Paris
AP, AFP-JIJI

The resurgent French left, riding
on popular anger at conservative President Nicolas Sarkozy
and global financial markets,
endorsed former Socialist Party chief Francois Hollande on
Sunday as its candidate for next
year’s presidential elections.
Voter worries about high unemployment, spending cuts and
what to do about high state debt
formed the backdrop for Sunday’s Socialist Party primary, and
are likely to dominate the overall
presidential campaign.
Hollande, a 57-year-old legislator and moderate leftist, is a lowkey consensus builder who says
his main selling point is that he
is not the attention-grabbing Sarkozy. He was the longtime partner of the Socialists’ last presidential candidate, Segolene Royal.
He has no grand proposals
for solving the euro debt crisis,
which is costing France billions,
or for awakening growth in the
world’s fifth-largest economy.
Or for solving tensions with immigrants.
And he is little known outside
France, a potential handicap for
someone who wants to run a
nuclear-armed nation and diplomatic power. Sarkozy’s conservatives swiftly criticized his victory
as shallow.
Yet opinion polls suggest Hollande could easily unseat Sarkozy, who is widely expected to
seek a second five-year term in
elections in April and May. Leftist voters see Hollande as their
most electable candidate, as they
hunger for the Socialists’ first
presidential victory since 1988.
With 2.3 million votes counted
after Sunday’s runoff voting, the
Socialist Party said 56 percent
of the ballots were for Hollande
and 44 percent for his challenger Martine Aubry, author of
France’s 35-hour workweek law.
The party estimates that more
than 2.7 million people voted in
Sunday’s runoff, open to any vot-

Mean girls? U.S. study casts light on impact of reality TV
Washington
AFP-JIJI

Girls who regularly watch reality television
expect — and accept — more bullying and
drama in their lives, a U.S. study suggests. They
also assign more value to physical appearances,
according to the survey of 1,141 girls ages 11
through 17 by the research wing of the Girl
Scouts of the United States.
“We were kind of surprised to find such a
huge difference between girls who regularly
consume realityTV and those who don’t,” said
Kimberlee Salmond, senior researcher at the Girl
Scout Research Institute. “Most girls actually
think that realityTV is real and unscripted”
.
Watching television — of any kind — remains
“the No. 1 activity” for American girls, taking up
about 12 hours of their time every week,
Salmond said. “It far outpaces time spent on
homework, friends or social networking sites, or
completing extracurricular work,” she added.
Out of all girls surveyed, about half are
regular realityTV viewers.
Seventy-eight percent of the realityTV
watchers agreed that gossiping is normal in

relationships between girls, compared with 54
percent among the rest of the girls surveyed.
Sixty-eight percent thought it is in girls’ nature
to be catty and competitive, compared with 50
percent of the nonreality viewers, and 63
percent found it tough to trust other girls,
compared with 50 percent.
RealityTV fans were more likely to believe
that girls must compete for a boy’s attention and
that dating and boyfriends makes them happier,
to spend a lot of time on their appearance and
to attribute a girl’s value to her looks.
They were more likely, too, to believe that
you have to lie to get what you want (37 percent
versus 24 percent), that meanness gets you
more respect (37 percent versus 25 percent) and
that you have to be mean to others to get what
you want (28 percent versus 18 percent).
The majority of girls watching realityTV saw
themselves as mature, smart, funny and
outgoing.They were more inclined to aspire to
leadership and to see themselves as role models.
Less appealing were “real life” shows such as
“Jersey Shore,” which follows a posse of
distinctly unrefined young adults, and —
interestingly — dating shows.

Mano a mano: Francois Hollande speaks at his campaign
headquarters Sunday in Paris after winning the Socialist Party
primary vote to run against French President Nicolas Sarkozy
(below) in France’s 2012 presidential election. AFP-JIJI, AP

AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE OF
AZERBAIJAN

It is my great
pleasure to address the readers of The Japan Times on
the occasion of
the Independence Day of
the Republic of
Azerbaijan and to extend my
warmest and sincere greetings
to the friendly people of Japan,

Socialist dogma on issues such
as shielding citizens from the
whims of the financial markets
and raising taxes on the rich.
Valerie Rosso-Debord of Sarkozy’s UMP party dismissed the
Socialist Party’s job proposals
and spending plans as “unrealistic and costly.”
“The French should know that
none of this will stand up, and at
the end, they will have to pay the
bill,” she said Sunday night.
The primary was designed in
part to help Socialists overcome
years of dissension in their ranks.
While Socialists dominate local and regional politics, they’ve
had only one president over the
past half-century, Francois Mitterrand.
Aubry, who had sought to become France’s first female president, quickly conceded defeat in
Sunday’s voting. She and Hollande led the first round of Socialist primary voting a week ago.
Among the losers in that
round was Royal, the mother of
Hollande’s four children. They
split up after her defeat to Sarkozy in 2007 but stood side by
side during Hollande’s victory
appearance Sunday in a clear
message of unity.
When Hollande led the Socialist Party from 1999 to 2008,
the party was weakened and
badly fractured. His critics note
that he has never run a government ministry, while supporters
praise his sense of humor and
ability to bring people together.
In Paris’ touristic and bohemian Montmartre neighborhood,
voters streamed steadily into one
polling station at an elementary
school near the Sacre Coeur basilica.
“It’d be great to have a female
president,” said Michelle Joly, an
unemployed former human resources director, who voted for
Aubry. “The programs of Aubry
and Hollande are a bit ‘six of
one, half a dozen of the other.’ ”
However, Joly’s husband, Jean
Audouard, voted for Hollande,
despite his reputation for being
too soft.
“I like his ability to unite, his
humor,” said the school director. “I think Sarkozy isn’t suited
to France today — he’s not a
unifier at a time when we need
cohesion.”

foreign policy. Azerbaijan has
a keen interest in fostering the
peaceful coexistence and a good
neighborhood in its region, and
beyond by developing friendly,
mutually advantageous bilateral
and multilateral relations with
all countries.
The Republic of Azerbaijan
focuses great attention to its relations with Japan. Relations between our countries developed
very successfully after Azerbaijan became independent in
1991. We cooperate in different
spheres and have very strong

political, economic and cultural
relations based on mutual respect, interests and friendship.
At present, Japan is handling
the consequences of the March
11 disaster. From the very beginning of this calamity, Azerbaijan has been with Japan and
extended its assistance. We believe Japan will overcome this
hardship.
Once again, I extend my
warmest regards to the readers
of The Japan Times and wish
prosperity and every success to
the people of Japan.

Azerbaijan independence day
Republic celebrates 20th anniversary of independence
Gursel Ismayilzada

ers who declare loyalty to leftist
values.
“It’s a great victory for democracy,” Hollande said, hailing his
party’s success in organizing
France’s first ever U.S.-style open
primary.
“I want to re-enchant the
French dream,” he said. “France
needs a program that will bring
it back to itself. I want to be the
candidate of respect and of dialogue, who brings a new definition to the presidency.”
Early this year, the Socialists’
best hope for toppling Sarkozy
was Dominique Strauss-Kahn,
who led the International Monetary Fund until he was jailed
in May in the United States on
charges he tried to rape a New
York hotel maid. Prosecutors later dropped the case, but StraussKahn’s reputation and presidential ambitions crashed.
Hollande made few promises
in his three victory speeches,
instead focusing on the need to
keep the long-divided French left
united behind him.
“I perceived the worries that
surround our common future:
the disorders of finance, the excesses of globalization, the insufficiencies of Europe and the
multiple attacks on our environment,” he said in one speech.
Later, he noted recent anticapitalist protests around Europe
and said such anger is mounting
in France, too. “We have to be
capable of . . . hearing these cries,
these alerts that are rising in our
country.”
Hollande’s program calls for
more spending to reverse cuts
in education by Sarkozy’s government, a new work contract
to encourage companies to hire
young people, and focus on reducing France’s high budget
deficit. It says little about international affairs, other than calling
for an unspecified “pact” with
Germany, the EU’s economic
engine, to spur on the now-troubled European project.
Hollande will now face questions about how he would keep
France competitive at a time
when sluggish growth has reined
in state spending and emerging
economies such as China, India
and Brazil keep booming.
Hollande says trimming state
debt is a priority, but has kept to

as well as all Azerbaijanis living
in Japan.
After the dissolution of the
Soviet Union in 1991, Azerbaijan regained its independence
for the second time, which was
officially established on Oct. 18,
1991.
Taking this opportunity, I
would like to brief the respected readers of The Japan Times
that our first independence was
declared in 1918. However, it
lasted very shortly, ending in
1920. It was the first democratic
republic in the Muslim world,

with all democratic institutions,
including a functioning parliament that gave voting rights to
women.
This year, we are celebrating
the 20th anniversary of our independence. The Republic of
Azerbaijan, the largest state in
the southern Caucasus region,
is a rapidly developing, young
democracy with a steady, highgrowth economy and a stable
political system. As a result of
market reforms that have been
implemented over the past few
years, Azerbaijan has achieved

Landmarks: Situated on the Caspian Sea, the capital Baku has a striking, modern skyline, featuring
the Baku TV Tower and the Flame Towers (under construction). EMBASSY OF AZERBAIJAN

considerable progress in economic performance and attraction of foreign investments.
Over these 20 years, Azerbaijan has proved itself as a reliable
partner. Our country is a key
player in all regional issues and
no regional project of strategic importance can be realized
without Azerbaijan’s engagement and active involvement.
Abundant with natural resources, in particular with hydrocarbons, the Republic of Azerbaijan plays an important role in the
formation of global energy policy.
According to the latest estimates,
the proven oil reserves in Azerbaijan stand at 14 billion barrels,
while proven gas reserves amount
to 2.5 trillion cu. meters. The development of Azerbaijan’s vast
oil and gas resources and their
delivery through the east-west
energy corridor provide a solid
foundation for sustainable economic growth and global energy
security.
Azerbaijan is indeed a
unique secular Muslim state in
terms of ethnic and religious
tolerance, and it has very deep
historic roots. As mentioned
above, Azerbaijan became the
first democratic republic in the
Muslim world in 1918. Muslims,
Christians and Jews peacefully
coexisted here for centuries.
As a bridge between cultures,
Azerbaijan feels responsible for
the promotion of these values
for the good of the international
community.
This year, the representative
from the Republic of Azerbaijan
won the Eurovision Song Contest, which implies that in 2012
Azerbaijan will host this important event in the capital Baku.

In this regard, next year we are
expecting tens of thousands of
tourists to visit our country and,
of course, we will be happy to
see Japanese tourists among
them, too. Indeed, in recent
years, new high-standard hotels and resorts have been built
throughout the country. 2011
was declared a year of tourism. As a result of all the work

we have done, we are observing
a considerable increase in the
number of foreign tourists visiting Azerbaijan.
Azerbaijan pursues an independent foreign policy based on
the principle of sovereign equality of all states engaging in the
international relations system.
Transparency and predictability are the key features of our
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