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IN BRIEF
Jackson’s doctor refuses to testify
Los Angeles

AFP-JIJI

Michael Jackson’s doctor, Conrad Murray, declined the right to
testify in his own defense Tuesday, as lawyers rested their cases and
paved the way for closing arguments in the six-week trial.
Judge Michael Pastor adjourned the trial until Thursday, when
prosecution and defense attorneys will summarize their cases after
nearly six weeks of testimony that has heavily implicated Murray
over Jackson’s 2009 death.
Murray faces up to four years in jail if convicted over Jackson’s
death from “acute propofol intoxication” in Los Angeles, where the
singer was rehearsing for a series of planned comeback shows.

Victoria’s bloomers fetch $15,000
London

AP

A pair of silk bloomers that belonged to Britain’s Queen Victoria
has sold at auction for £9,375 ($14,950) — three times the presale
estimate.
A painting of the queen with her Scottish servant John Brown
sold for £145,250 ($230,000) at Edinburgh auction house Lyon &
Turnbull. The close relationship between the monarch and her
servant inspired the film “Mrs. Brown.”
Both items were purchased Tuesday by anonymous bidders.

Clinton’s ‘inspirational’ mother dies
Washington

AFP-JIJI

The mother of Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, whose
triumph over childhood abandonment proved a lasting inspiration
to the top U.S. diplomat, has died at the age of 92.
Dorothy Rodham, who was born in Chicago on June 4, 1919,
died shortly after midnight Tuesday surrounded by her family, the
family said in a statement.
Clinton was preparing to travel to conferences in London and
Istanbul late Tuesday when State Department officials announced
she had canceled the trip due to her mother’s illness.
“Her story was a quintessentially American one, largely because
she wrote it herself,” the statement said.

Cumulative population: 108 billion
Washington

THE WASHINGTON POST

Every time we pass another population milestone — at the
moment, we’re tallying a global total of 7 billion — the question
arises: How many people have ever lived on the planet?
The Population Reference Bureau has an answer for that. (Make
your guess now; the answer will appear lower down.) But it’s
heavily qualified, and there’s a story behind it.
The story starts sometime in the 1970s, when a notion came into
common conversation that the population was growing so fast that
75 percent of the people who had ever lived on Earth were
currently alive. The origin of the idea is murky, but it came amid
new fears of a “population explosion”; the organization Zero
Population Growth had been founded in 1968.
But the idea sounded fishy to serious demographers, including
the bureau’s Carl Haub. In 1995, he wrote an article examining what
he has called “a ridiculous statement” and trying to come up with a
more realistic demographic alternative.
Haub begins by adopting the U.N. estimate of 50,000 B.C. as the
likely date for the beginning of the human race — the
accompanying chart says: “population: 2” — and then estimates
changing birth rates and average lifespan, accounting for major
disasters such as the Black Death and factoring in historic
population estimates.
His total count of everyone who has ever lived: 108 billion.

Hugh Grant becomes father at 51
London

AP

Hugh Grant, 51, has become a father for the first time after a brief
fling, his spokesman said Tuesday — but the identity of the baby’s
mother is not being disclosed.
Publicist Carrie Gordon said Grant “is the delighted father of a
baby girl.”She said Grant and the mother “had a fleeting affair and
while this was not planned, Hugh could not be happier or more
supportive.”

Israel steps up construction on contested land
Hackers disrupt
Palestinian Net
services after
UNESCO vote
Jerusalem
THE WASHINGTON POST

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Tuesday ordered
accelerated construction of 2,000
homes in Jewish neighborhoods
in east Jerusalem and nearby
West Bank settlements, his office
said, a day after UNESCO voted
to grant Palestine membership.
Netanyahu’s move, along with
a hold on the transfer of taxes
collected by Israel for the Palestinian Authority, were described
by Israeli officials as initial responses to Palestinian moves to
gain recognition of statehood at
the United Nations.
UNESCO voted to admit Palestine on Monday, after Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas applied for full U.N.
membership in September.
The United States announced
that it would cut its funding to
the U.N. Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization in
response to the vote, saying it
undermined the goal of a negotiated peace agreement that
would bring about a Palestinian
state. Israel said it would review
further cooperation with the
agency.
The announcement of accelerated construction on contested land and suspension of fund
transfers came after a meeting
of Netanyahu’s inner Cabinet to

Shaky ground: A Palestinian builder works at a construction site in the Jewish West Bank settlement of Maale Adumim in March.

consider responses to the UNESCO vote.
An Israeli official said Netanyahu had ordered that bids be
expedited for construction of
1,650 homes in Jewish neighborhoods built on West Bank land
annexed to Jerusalem after the
1967 Middle East war, including
in Har Homa, a development
near Bethlehem.
The rest of the homes would
be built in the West Bank settlement towns of Maale Adumim

and Efrat near Jerusalem, said
the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity.
The statement from Netanyahu’s office said that the new
construction would be in areas that “will under any future
agreement remain part of Israel.” Palestinians seek east Jerusalem as the capital of a future
Palestinian state in the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip, and
argue that Israeli building activity there is destroying prospects

for a two-state solution to the
conflict.
Nabil Abu Rudeineh, a
spokesman for Abbas, said that
Netanyahu’s decision to speed
up construction on land Palestinians want for a state “means
that he’s speeding up the destruction of the peace process.”
Ghassan Khatib, a spokesman
for the Palestinian government
in the West Bank, called the Israeli step “another stick in the
wheels of international efforts to

AP

resume the peace process,” adding that “it will further poison the
atmosphere.”
“The Palestinians are seeking
recognition,” Khatib said, “and
it is completely unacceptable
for Israel to respond to a peaceful and legal move with a completely illegal response, which is
the expansion of settlements.”
The Israeli official said the
transfer of taxes and import duties collected by Israel for the
Palestinian Authority would be

put on hold, pending a decision
on whether to halt the transfers.
The funds make up more than
half of the domestic revenue of
the cash-strapped Palestinian Authority, which has been squeezed
in recent months by a reduction
in contributions from donor nations, particularly Arab states. An
infusion of Arab funds has helped
pay salaries of government workers in the past two months.
There was no immediate U.S.
response Tuesday to the Israeli
measures.
Palestinian officials say they
plan to seek admission to other
U.N. agencies after their success
at UNESCO, moves that Israel
and the United States have described as unilateral steps that
undermine the resumption of
direct negotiations.
Attempts by the so-called
Quartet of Middle East mediators
to revive the talks have faltered,
with the Palestinians asserting
that they will not resume negotiations unless Israel halts settlement
construction and accepts the 1967
lines as the basis for a future peace
agreement. Israel has called for
talks without preconditions.
Also Tuesday, the main phone
network in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip came under “multiple attacks” by computer hackers that slowed or disrupted Internet services in the Palestinian
territories, Khatib said. He added
that the attacks had originated
in “many countries” and that he
could not say whether they were
linked to the UNESCO vote.
Mashhour Abu Daqqa, the
Palestinian telecoms minister,
told Reuters news service that
“all Palestinian IP addresses have
been exposed to a focused, organized attack from abroad.”

Sexual harassment claims continue to haunt Cain campaign
Washington
AFP-JIJI

Herman Cain conceded Tuesday
that a woman who accused him
of sexual harassment received a
paid settlement in the 1990s, as
apparent changes in his story
threatened to derail his White
House bid.
Countering earlier claims of
ignorance, the surprise Republican contender acknowledged
that one of two alleged accusers
received a financial settlement
from the trade association that
he ran and where she was an
employee.
“I am not trying to hide anything. I am trying to put it all

out there for people to see,” the
former pizza company executive
told CNN affiliate HLN, restating
his rejection of what he described
as “ridiculous” allegations.
“I absolutely believe this is an
intended smear campaign,” he
said, portraying the unearthing
of claims from more than a decade ago as a calculated move
by political opponents to end his
steady rise in the opinion polls.
“Someone does not like the
fact that we’re doing so well in
this campaign and that I’m at
or near the top of the polls consistently,” said Cain, who along
with former Massachusetts Gov.
Mitt Romney is heading most
surveys.

Cain’s account of the scandal
has shifted over the past two
days — he says he has remembered more as he has gone along
— but he has consistently denied
sexually harassing anyone at any
point during his 40-year business
career.
He boasted Tuesday that
those who intended to hurt him
by resurrecting the case would
be vexed to discover that conservatives had rallied around him
and were sending in ever greater
campaign donations.
“Most of our supporters have
not been shaken by this whatsoever,” Cain told CNN. “Yesterday online, we had one of our
highest fundraising days in the

campaign — one of the highest
ever. I believe it has backfired
on those that are trying to put
a cloud over my campaign, because they can’t shoot down my
ideals.”
But his position faced a challenge from a lawyer for one of
the two women at the center of
the case, who urged the lobbying group then run by Cain to
lift a legal order that bars her
from discussing the harassment
allegations.
“It is just frustrating that Herman Cain is going around badmouthing the two complainants,
and my client is blocked by a
confidentiality agreement,” the
attorney, Joel Bennett, said. “The

National Restaurant Association
ought to release them and allow
them to respond.”
Bennett later told CNN that
his client, who is a career civil
servant, made a “good faith,
honest complaint of sexual harassment.”
U.S. media, meanwhile, reported that Cain’s wife of more
than 40 years was planning a
television interview to address
the scandal.
The New York Times said that
Gloria Cain, until now all but
absent from the campaign trail,
would appear late Friday on
Fox News to come to her beleaguered husband’s defense.
The 65-year-old former CEO

of Godfather’s Pizza is by some
metrics a frontrunner for the Republican nomination after winning a string of straw polls and
topping various national polls of
the GOP field.

welfare projects in the Tohoku
area.
To conclude the year of activities in Japan, in early December
the Panama Maritime Authority
will hold seminars in Imabari,
Ehime Prefecture, and Tokyo to
provide updated information to
Japanese shipowners on Panama’s maritime industry and regulations. It is important to men-

tion that Panama is the largest
open registry in the world with
more than 9,000 vessels, with Japan being the No. 1 user of the
Panama registry.
There is no doubt that the
number of activities organized
by our country in Japan in this
challenging year sends a strong
message that Panama continues
to support the future of Japan.

Herman Cain

Panama independence day
In times of difficulty, Panama supports the future of Japan
Jorge Kosmas Sifaki
AMBASSADOR OF PANAMA

On behalf of the government of
the Republic of Panama, I would
like to extend
my
heartfelt
congratulations
to all Panamanian citizens in
Japan on the
occasion of the
108th anniversary of our independence. I would also like
to greet Their Imperial Majesties
Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko as well as the noble
Japanese people.
I take this opportunity to
again express our sincere condolences for the victims of the

Great East Japan Earthquake
and tsunami that hit Japan on
March 11. Immediately after
this day, the government of
Panama issued an executive
order to provide urgent assistance to the government and
affected people of Japan. In addition, H.E. President Ricardo
Martinelli of Panama personally attended to the Embassy of
Japan in Panama to express our
solidarity and offer assistance
in the aftermath of the tragic
events that had occurred.
Moreover, a month after the
tragic event, our government
organized a mass at the Metropolitan Cathedral in Panama
City in memory of all victims of
the earthquake and tsunami,
meanwhile, in Japan from May

Global business: Panama Invest Tokyo 2011 on Sept. 29 is attended
by more than 200 Japanese companies. EMBASSY OF PANAMA

2 to 4, diplomatic and local
staff of the Embassy of Panama
participated in cleanup and debris removal work in the city of
Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture.
On May 5, Children’s Day in Japan, personnel of the embassy
visited the evacuation center
at the Watanoha Elementary
School in Ishinomaki, where
they delivered a donation of
sweets and toys to children and
served Panamanian coffee to all
evacuees.
Furthermore, on June 29, the
Embassy of Panama organized a
charity Caribbean Night Cruise
in Tokyo Bay. The event, addressed to the Diplomatic Corps
accredited in Tokyo, was aimed
at collecting donations for the
orphans of Soma, Fukushima
Prefecture, who had lost their
parents during the earthquake
and tsunami. The donations
collected during the event were
transferred to The Soma City
Earthquake Disaster Orphan
Scholarship Fund, which was
established by the city to cover
education and living expenses
of orphan children until they
become of age, which is age 20
in Japan.
On July 31, the Embassy of
Panama, together with other
embassies of the Latin American and the Caribbean Group
(GRU-LAC), organized a Latin
music concert in the evacuation center at Big Palette in Koriyama, Fukushima Prefecture.
The purpose of the event was
to express GRU-LAC’s solidarity
and encourage evacuees from

Solidarity: Panama President Ricardo Martinelli visits Japanese
Ambassador Ikuo Mizuki on March 11 at the Embassy of Japan in
Panama City to offer relief assistance. EMBASSY OF PANAMA

the towns of Tomiokamachi
and Kawauchimura who were
housed at the Convention Hall
of Big Palette due to the ongoing nuclear crisis.
More recently, on Oct. 23, the

Embassy of Panama helped in
the organization of the Diplomatic Corps Golf Tournament
and Golf Familiarization Trip
in Solidarity with Soma. This
event was held with the purpose

of supporting The Soma City
Earthquake Disaster Orphan
Scholarship Fund.
Needless to say, the Republic of Panama keeps a strong
commitment to support the
quick recovery of Japan as our
country has not imposed any
restriction on travel nor has
stopped any imports from Japan. On another aspect and as
a display of our government’s
support to Japan, Panama participated in the Specialty Coffee
Fair of Japan 2011 on Sept. 28
to 30 with an important delegation of coffee producers. In
addition, the Ministry of Trade
and Industry of Panama carried
out a seminar called Panama
Invest Tokyo 2011 on Sept. 29
to promote business opportunities for Japanese companies
in Panama and the larger Latin
American region. The seminar
was attended by more than
200 companies, representing
the most important economic
sectors of Japan. It is important
to mention that Tokyo was the
only city in Asia hosting this
event.
Also, on Sept. 30, the Republic of Panama served as the
chair of the International Ladies
Benevolent Society (ILBS) Benefit Evening, in the person of
my wife. This has been a major
fundraising event held by ILBS
since 1953, supported by members of the Imperial Family,
diplomatic corps and leaders
of important corporations. This
year’s benefit event proceeds
have been assigned for various
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