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AMBASSADOR OF EL SALVADOR

It is a pleasure for me to have 
this opportunity to address 
readers of The 
Japan Times on 
the occasion of 
the bicentenary 
of the First Call 
to the Indepen-
dence of El Sal-
vador and the 
Central Ameri-
can nations from the Spanish 
Crown.

On the morning of Nov. 5, 
1811, in San Salvador, a group 
of Salvadorans stood up in 
an emancipation movement, 
searching for better social, po-
litical and economic conditions 
for the progress and develop-
ment of the nation. The group’s 
leader was the future president 
of the Federal Republic of Central 
America, Manuel Jose Arce. 

Now, 200 years later, it is a 
good time to reflect on what 

we have done until now, and 
what should be done from now, 
to build a better future for our 
cherished children and next 
generations.

In El Salvador, we are facing 
several social, economic and 
climate change problems. It is 
a challenge for all Salvadorans 
and only by unifying our efforts 
will we be able to overcome such 
problems.

During the 76 years of diplo-
matic relations between El Sal-
vador and Japan, strong bonds 
have been built between both 
countries. After the end of World 
War II, the first country in which 
a Japanese company had a fac-
tory was El Salvador. Also, it is 
important to mention that the 
second country in the world to 
establish an agency to sell Japa-
nese cars (Toyota) was also El 
Salvador. Very important infra-
structure, such as the interna-
tional airport and La Union Port, 
have been constructed with Jap-
anese yen credit and Japanese 

technology.
Geographically, both nations 

have things in common, such as 
a high density of population, a 
land of beautiful volcanoes, lakes 
and rivers, and the fact that we 
are affected by earthquakes and 
other natural disasters.

Very recently, we experienced 
one of the worst periods of rain 
in the history of El Salvador and 
other countries of Central Amer-
ica. The tropical depression 
from Oct. 10 to 20 devastated 
houses, roads, bridges and plan-
tations, and 53,000 people had 
to be evacuated. The govern-
ment of El Salvador has made a 
call for humanitarian assistance 
to the international community. 
I would like to take advantage 
of this opportunity to express 
gratitude to the Japanese gov-
ernment, which promptly sent 
to El Salvador goods for this 
emergency.

I would like to express once 
again, on behalf of the govern-
ment and people of El Salvador, 

our deepest sympathy to the vic-
tims of the March 11 Great East 
Japan Earthquake and tsunami.

I had the opportunity to visit 
the affected cities such as Ishi-
nomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, and 
shelters such as in Koriyama, 
Fukushima Prefecture, with the 
aim to show the solidarity of El 
Salvador with Japan directly to 
the refugees just one month af-
ter the disaster. I also visited the 
city of Kamaishi, Iwate Prefec-
ture, to have a cultural exchange 
with children who survived the 
tsunami at Unosumai Elemen-
tary School.

Last month, I visited with a 
group Miyagi and Iwate pre-
fectures. It is admirable the 
reconstruction work that has 
taken place already only seven 
months after the earthquake 
and tsunami. 

I hope and pray for the quick 
reconstruction of the area. I 
strongly believe that Japan will 
show to the world a new model 
of sustainable development. 

Two centuries since call to independence

El Salvador national day

More to abstain in Palestine vote
United Nations AFP-JIJI
Britain, Colombia and France announced Thursday that they will 
abstain from any vote on full Palestinian membership of the United 
Nations, diplomats said.

Added to the U.S. threat to veto any resolution put before the 
U.N. Security Council, the declarations added to pressure on the 
Palestinians to find an alternative way to press their case for greater 
international recognition.

“From what we heard today, there is no way the Palestinians 
could get the nine votes they need to get it passed,” one U.N. 
diplomat said. Another diplomat confirmed that Britain, Colombia 
and France told the council they would abstain from voting. Both 
spoke on condition of anonymity.

 GOP blocks infrastructure bill
Washington AFP-JIJI
Senate Republicans blocked a $60 billion plan Thursday to overhaul 
crumbling roads and bridges, part of President Barack Obama’s 
campaign-season drive to boost the faltering economy.

Lawmakers voted 51-49 in favor of ending debate on the 
legislation, falling short of the 60 needed to do so in the face of united 
opposition from the chamber’s 47 Republicans, joined by one centrist 
Democrat and an independent. The proposal included $50 billion for 
roads, airports, bridges, railways and other infrastructure and another 
$10 billion to create a “national infrastructure bank.”

Republicans thwarted the bill because it would have been funded 
with a 0.7 percent surcharge on people making more than $1 million 
annually — a recurring Democratic tactic meant to embarrass the 
president’s foes ahead of the November 2012 elections.

Elder Khadr won’t be sent to U.S.
Toronto AP
A Canadian indicted in the U.S. on charges he supplied al-Qaida with 
weapons in Pakistan will not be extradited to the United States after 
Canada’s Supreme Court said Thursday it will not hear the case.

Abdullah Khadr had been held in Canada on a U.S. warrant after his 
December 2005 arrest before he was released in 2010. He was released 
after two provincial courts in Ontario suspended his extradition, ruling 
his rights were violated during his detention in Pakistan. 

Abdullah Khadr’s younger brother, Omar Khadr, is the last 
Western detainee held at Guantanamo Bay. Omar is accused of 
killing an American soldier with a grenade during a 2002 battle in 
Afghanistan. Omar pleaded guilty and was eligible to return to 
Canada by Nov. 1 to continue serving his sentence, but he remains 
in custody there. The Canadian government has said prisoner 
transfer cases typically take 18 months.

Bardem to play latest Bond villain
London AP
Ah, Mr. Bond, we’ve been waiting for you — and at last 007 is back, 
several years after his last screen adventure.

Producers announced Thursday that filming has begun on 
“Skyfall,” the delayed 23rd film in the series and Daniel Craig’s third 
outing as the suave British superspy.

Craig, who has brought a hard edge to his portrayal, told reporters 
that the movie, directed by Sam Mendes and shot in London, 
Scotland, Turkey and China, would be “Bond with a capital B.”

 Craig will be joined by Spanish star Javier Bardem as Bond’s 
nemesis, while British actors Albert Finney, Ralph Fiennes and Ben 
Whishaw will play as-yet-undisclosed roles.

Judi Dench returns as spy chief M and the film introduces two 
new Bond girls — English actress Naomie Harris as a field agent 
named Eve and French performer Berenice Marlohe as “a 
glamorous, enigmatic character” named Severine.

IN BRIEF

Jerusalem
AFP-JIJI

Israeli medics are complicit in 
the ill-treatment and abuse of 
Palestinian prisoners, in breach 
of the Hippocratic oath, two Is-
raeli rights groups said in a re-
port published Thursday.

The report focuses on medi-
cal professionals who have wit-
nessed, participated in or been 
in contact with prisoners who 
have been interrogated by the 
Shin Bet internal security service, 
formally known in English as the 
Israel Security Agency, which 
it says often inflicts physical or 
psychological violence.

The 61-page study — “Doctor-
ing the Evidence, Abandoning the 
Victim” — was put together by the 
Public Committee Against Torture 
in Israel and the Israel chapter of 
Physicians For Human Rights.

The findings were based on 
testimony and the files of more 
than 100 alleged victims of tor-
ture and ill-treatment handled 
by PCATI since 2007. It shows 
that medical professionals “are 
frequently involved either ac-
tively or passively in torture or 
ill-treatment,” the report said.

PCATI spokesman Edan Ring 
said the  victims were all Palestin-
ians “under suspicion of being 
connected with security issues.”

Whether through direct action 
or through their silence, medi-
cal professionals were complicit 
with what goes on in the inter-
rogation rooms, the report said.

It added that evidence showed 
medical professionals were do-
ing this by systematically failing 
to properly document prisoners’ 
injuries, by the failure to report 
abuse, and by sending detainees 
back to interrogators even after 
seeing the injuries they had sus-
tained. In some cases, they hand-
ed private medical data to inter-
rogators, and frequently put the 
needs of the interrogation before 
the welfare of the patient, it said.

“This report reveals significant 

evidence arousing the suspicion 
that many doctors ignore the 
complaints of their patients; that 
they allow Israel Security Agency 
(ISA) interrogators to use tor-
ture,” it said.

It added that medical staff 
“approve the use of forbidden 
interrogation methods and the 
ill-treatment of helpless detain-
ees; and conceal information, 
thereby allowing total impunity 
for the torturers.”

The spokeswoman for the Isra-
el Medical Association could not 
be reached for comment Thurs-
day , but the Israel Prisons Service 
said its staff  follow procedures that 
are subject to broad  oversight. 

Israeli medics ‘complicit in prisoners’ torture’

Liz Sly
Beirut
THE WASHINGTON POST

Spiraling sectarian violence 
killed dozens of people Thurs-
day in the troubled Syrian city of 
Homs, casting into doubt pros-
pects that an Arab League peace 
plan will succeed in tamping 
down an escalating conflict be-
tween pro- and antigovernment 
forces.

Residents and activists de-
scribed a city descending into 
war as gunmen on both sides 
of the divide swarmed into each 
other’s neighborhoods, abduct-
ing and shooting civilians and 
heralding a worrying twist to 
the nearly eight-month upris-
ing against the rule of President 
Bashar Assad.

Many of those killed belonged 
to Assad’s minority Alawite sect, 

which dominates most of the 
senior positions in the security 
forces, according to Homs resi-
dents and activists.

There were also reports that 
members of the majority Sunni 
sect had been shot down in re-
taliatory killings by progovern-
ment gunmen circulating in ve-
hicles in Sunni neighborhoods 
and opening fire at random on 
civilians.

Confirming the number of 
deaths was impossible because 
Syria restricts access to foreign 
journalists. One of the clauses 
in the Arab League plan, which 
Syria endorsed Wednesday, calls 
for journalists and human rights 
monitors to be granted unfet-
tered access to the country.

In Washington, Victoria Nu-

land, a State Department spokes-
woman, denounced the killings 
as evidence of Assad’s “contin-
ued history of broken promis-
es.” While applauding the Arab 
League’s efforts to end violence 
through negotiations, Nuland 
said, “We have not seen any evi-
dence that the Assad regime in-
tends to live up to the commit-
ments that it’s made.”

A doctor contacted by tele-
phone at the National Hospital 
in Homs said that more than 
70 bodies had been brought to 
the facility over the previous 24 
hours, most of the victims killed 
by gunshot wounds. Many ap-
peared to have been disfigured 
after they were shot, with some 
of the corpses burned and others 
hacked with axes, an indicator of 
the ferocity of the hatred that has 
been building since the uprising 
began in March.

“Some of the bodies have 
been stabbed from their heads 
to their feet, some have had their 
eyes taken out and the burned 
bodies cannot be recognized,” 
the doctor said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity because 
he fears for his safety. “Gunmen 
who are extremists are touring 
the city in cars kidnapping peo-
ple and killing them.”

At the same time, Syrian se-
curity forces surrounded and 
bombarded three key protest 
flash points in the city, killing at 
least 16 people, according to ac-
tivist groups. The assault called 
into question the government’s 
commitment to the terms of the 
Arab League plan, under which 
Syria agreed to withdraw troops 
from residential neighborhoods.

Some activists in Homs at-
tempted to downplay the sectar-
ian bloodshed, accusing the Syr-
ian regime of stealing bodies and 
planting them to cast into disre-
pute the protest movement and 
to justify a continued assault on 
the Sunni neighborhoods where 
the protest movement has taken 
hold.

But others said that the kill-
ings were real and that they sig-
nified the gravity of the divide 
that has opened between pro-
regime members of the Alawite 

and Christian minorities and the 
Sunni majority since the uprising 
began.

“The killing is sectarian, and it 
is being perpetuated by revenge 
without moral limits or rules,” 

said Mohammed Saleh, a Homs 
resident and activist. “The situ-
ation is out of hand, and there 
is nothing that can hold it in 
check.”

Homs, with its mixed Chris-

tian, Alawite, Sunni and Shi-
ite population, is by no means 
typical of most towns and cit-
ies where antigovernment pro-
tests have been staged in recent 
months. In many parts of the 

country where the Sunni popu-
lation overwhelmingly domi-
nates, the divide has manifested 
itself more as one between over-
whelmingly peaceful demonstra-
tors and security forces loyal to 
the regime.

But Homs has emerged as 
not only the most stubbornly re-
silient of the protest flash points 
but also the one most likely to 
descend into sectarian conflict.

Homs activists say hundreds 
of soldiers have defected from 
the army and joined the protest 
movement, complicating what 
began as a peaceful uprising. 
But some diplomats and activists 
suspect that many of those fight-
ing back against the government 
are civilians who have taken up 
arms in frustration at the failure 
of the peaceful protest move-
ment to dislodge the regime.

The surge in violence erupted 
before the Arab League peace 
initiative was announced in Cai-
ro on Wednesday evening. On 
Tuesday, gunmen intercepted a 
bus carrying regime supporters 
and fatally shot nine men, most-
ly Alawites. On Wednesday, the 
bodies of 11 Sunni workers were 
found at a factory on the edge of 
the city.

Shortly before dawn Thurs-
day, the bodies of 27 men, also 
mostly Alawites, were found 
dumped at a cemetery near a 
Sunni neighborhood, accord-
ing to Saleh, the Homs resident 
and activist, triggering further 
retaliatory killings throughout 
the day.

Other activists said they fear 
that the killings will be used as 
a pretext by the government to 
defy the conditions of the Arab 
League plan and to launch a 
full-scale attack against protest 
strongholds. On Thursday eve-
ning, government forces used 
loudspeakers to urge residents 
in the flash point Bab al-Amr 
neighborhood to leave their 
homes, raising concerns that an 
offensive was imminent, accord-
ing to Fady, an activist in Homs 
who asked that his full name not 
be used because he fears for his 
safety.

“We know that the regime is 
not serious,” he said. “They will 
never allow the people to take to 
the streets freely, and they will 
never comply with any agree-
ment to do so.”

Violence kills dozens in Syrian city of Homs
Fears of bloody sectarian strife rise 
despite Arab League peace plan

Face off: A protester covers her face with a Syrian flag as she attends an antiregime protest in front 
of Arab League headquarters in Cairo on Wednesday. AP

London
AP

In a London courtroom a conti-
nent away from their homeland, 
two of Pakistan’s highest-profile 
cricketers and its most promis-
ing teenage bowler were sent to 
prison Thursday for a match-fix-
ing scandal that the judge feared 
would forever tarnish the sport.

For a sport synonymous with 
fair play, cricket was scarred 
when the convictions of former 
captain Salman Butt, bowler 
Mohammad Asif and 19-year-
old Mohammad Amir provided 
substance to years of rampant 
rumors of corruption.

“Whenever in the future there 
are surprising events or results, 
followers of the game . . . will be 
left to wonder whether there has 
been fixing and whether what 
they have been watching is a 
genuine contest between bat and 
ball,” said Judge Jeremy Cooke.

“What ought to be honest 
sporting competition may not 
be such at all,” he added after a 
22-day trial at Southwark Crown 
Court.

The scam that jolted the au-
thorities into launching the wide-
ranging corruption investigation 
came in the middle of Pakistan’s 
test against England in August 
2010. Millions watching on the 
subcontinent or as spectators at 
Lord’s would not have spotted a 
fix that now seems glaring.

On the face of it, Amir and 
Asif merely overstepped a white 
line while bowling at the home 
of cricket — “no ball” infringe-
ments that appeared innocuous. 
But for the players, a sports agent 
— and, crucially, a journalist at a 
British newspaper — the appar-
ently harmless mistakes were 
meticulously planned.

Agent Mazhar Majeed, also 
jailed Thursday, had been secretly 
recorded by a tabloid saying three 
players had accepted money to fix 
betting markets by bowling three 
no-balls at prearranged times.

Majeed, who was secretly 
filmed accepting £150,000 
pounds ($242,000) in cash from 
the journalist, was said to be 
the architect of the betting scam 
along with Butt.

And it was Majeed of London 
who received the stiffest sen-
tence on Thursday — 2 years, 8 
months — while Butt was sent 
down for 2½ years.

Of the bowlers procured to 
deliver the no-balls, Asif was 
sentenced to 1 year and Amir 
will serve half that.

“ ‘It’s not cricket’ was an ad-
age,” Cooke told the cricketers 
and the agent. “It is the insidious 
effect of your actions on profes-
sional cricket and the followers 
of it which make the offenses so 
serious.”

It was the first criminal pros-
ecution in Britain for on-field 
sports corruption since the 
1960s, when several footballers 
were jailed.

The lack of evidence in this 
case to show gamblers profited 
from the fix was not an issue in 
the trial

“The image and integrity of 
what was once a game, but is 
now a business, is damaged in 
the eyes of all, including the 
many youngsters who regarded 

three of you as heroes and would 
have given their eye teeth to play 
at the levels and with the skill 
that you had,” Cooke said.

All will be eligible for release 
once half their sentences are 
served, with Amir at a young 
offenders’ institute rather than 
prison.

But the reverberations from 
cricket’s biggest scandal since 
South African captain Hansie 
Cronje was banned for life in 
2000 for taking bribes from book-
makers are likely to be felt long 
after the quartet are released.

“It appears that the corruption 
may have been more widespread 
than the defendants here before 
me,” Cooke told the court.

 The chairman of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council’s Anticor-
ruption and Security Unit said he 
accepts that the spot-fixing that 
occurred at Lord’s was unlikely 
to be an isolated incident.

“It’s certainly not indicative of 
rampant corruption of cricket,” 
Ronnie Flanagan, a former Brit-
ish police chief, said. “I would 
have to say it is probably not 
absolutely isolated. It shows that 
we can never be complacent, we 
can never drop our guard, we 
must be ever vigilant and we will 
be ever vigilant.”

Cooke said he hoped that lock-
ing up the quartet will “deter any 
other cricketer, agent or anyone 
else who considers corrupt activ-
ity of this kind.”

“In Pakistan, where cricket is 
the national sport, the ordinary 
follower of the national team 
feels betrayed by your activities, 
as do your fellow countrymen in 
this country,” the judge added.

After being sentenced, Amir 
was quoted as telling Pakistan’s 
GEO TV in the court: “I apologize 
to the whole (Pakistan) nation.”

 Amir, who plans to appeal 
like Butt, insisted to GEO TV: 
“I didn’t know anything about 
match-fixing.”

“I have lot to say about Salman 
and Asif,” added the promising 
fast bowler, who was the youngest 
player ever to take 50 test wickets. 
“I will only speak at the right time 
and when I will speak the whole 
world will listen to it.”

The judge said the 27-year-
old Butt was “responsible for in-
volving Amir in the corruption,” 
describing the teenager as “un-
sophisticated, uneducated and 
impressionable.”

“An 18-year-old from a pover-
ty-stricken village background, 
very different to your own privi-
leged one, who, whilst a very tal-
ented bowler, would be inclined 
to do what his senior players, 
and particularly his captain, told 
him, especially when told there 
was money in it for him and this 
was part of the common culture,” 
Cooke said.

Amir feared reprisals if he pre-
sented his side of the case and 
avoided a trial by pleading guilty 
like Majeed.

“You have referred . . . to 
threats to yourself and your fam-
ily, saying that there are signifi-
cant limits to what you can say in 
public,” Cooke said. “The reality 
of those threats and the strength 
of the underworld influences 
who control unlawful betting 
abroad is shown by the (ICC’s) 
supporting evidence.” 

Convictions of former national captain, star bowlers, agent tarnish sport famed for fair play

Pakistan cricketers jailed for fixing

Just not cricket: Angry Pakistanis burn posters of disgraced 
cricketers Salman Butt (left) and Mohammad Asif in Multan, 
Pakistan, on Thursday. AP
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have been stabbed 
from their heads to 
their feet, some have 
had their eyes taken 
out and the burned 
bodies cannot be 
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