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Drawing ‘evidence’ of Iran nuke test

In Brief
Afghans to take over some security
Kabul

Inside information details chamber
used in atomic trigger experiments

AP

The Afghan government says it is taking the lead from the U.S.-led
coalition for providing security in areas that will eventually make up
75 percent of the country’s population.
Ashraf Ghani, who is head of a commission overseeing the
transition to Afghan-led security, announced Sunday a list of areas
where Afghan forces will take the lead from foreign troops. He said
this stage, the third in the transition process, should be complete in
about six months.
Earlier stages put Afghans in control of areas representing 50
percent of Afghanistan’s population of more than 30 million.
The transition process is a key part of NATO’s exit strategy from
Afghanistan. The fifth and final stage is to be completed by the end
of 2014 — when most foreign combat troops will leave.

Attacks leave Syria truce in tatters
Damascus

AFP-JIJI

Troops stormed a village in central Syria on Sunday and rained
shells on rebel strongholds Douma and Rastan, monitors said, as a
U.N.-backed truce entered a second month looking in tatters.
The assault on al-Tamanaa al-Ghab village in Hama Province, a
hotbed of opposition to President Bashar Assad’s regime, killed five
civilians, wounded 18 and saw houses torched, the London-based
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said.
Clashes between troops and deserters in the southern province
of Daraa, meanwhile, saw five soldiers killed, it said. Two civilians
died in the crossfire.
The watchdog said at least 25 people — 18 civilians, five soldiers
and two rebels — were killed in a surge of violence in various flash
points Sunday, despite a ceasefire brokered by U.N.-Arab League
peace envoy Kofi Annan that was supposed to take effect April 12.
The Local Coordination Committees (LCC), a coalition of
opposition activists on the ground, said the Syrian Army shelled
Douma near Damascus on Sunday and that heavy gunfire was also
heard in the suburbs of the capital.
The LCC also said the town of Rastan in central Homs Province
also came under heavy bombardment, with one activist reporting
“one rocket a minute” slamming into the rebel-held town.

EU aid projects ‘destroyed by Israel’
Jerusalem

AFP-JIJI

Israel demolished dozens of Palestinian homes, water cisterns and
farm buildings built with European funds in 2011, and over 100
such structures are at risk, aid groups said in a report Monday.
The figures, compiled by a group of local and international NGOs
chaired by the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), were published just ahead of a meeting of EU 
foreign ministers in Brussels.
The report from the Displacement Working Group (DWG) said
Israel razed 62 European-funded structures last year, and another
110 such projects were at risk.
The DWG said that affected structures were financed by France,
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Merkel’s
party loses
major state
election
Berlin
AP

Voters in Germany’s most populous state inflicted an embarrassingly heavy defeat on Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s conservatives
Sunday and strengthened a regional government that the German leader’s party had portrayed
as irresponsibly spendthrift.
The outcome boosted Germany’s center-left opposition, and
was a bitter pill to swallow for
Merkel’s Christian Democrats as
the country looks toward national elections due late next year.
The center-left Social Democrats and Greens — Germany’s
main opposition parties — won
combined support of 50.4 percent in North Rhine-Westphalia,
which includes Cologne, Duesseldorf and the industrial Ruhr
region. That gave them a majority in the state legislature, which
they narrowly missed in the last
regional election two years ago.
The government of popular

A drawing based on information
from inside an Iranian military
site shows an explosives containment chamber of the type
needed for nuclear arms-related
tests that U.N. inspectors suspect
Tehran has conducted there. Iran
denies such testing and has neither confirmed nor denied the
existence of such a chamber.
The computer-generated drawing was provided by an official of
a country tracking Iran’s nuclear
program who said it proves the
structure exists.
The image is based on information from a person who had
seen the chamber at the Parchin
military site, that official said,
adding that going into detail
would endanger the life of the
informant.
The official comes from an
International Atomic Energy
Agency member country that is
severely critical of Iran’s assertions that its nuclear activities
are peaceful and asserts they are
a springboard for making atomic
arms.
A  former senior IAEA  official
said he believes the drawing is
accurate. Olli Heinonen, until
last year the U.N. nuclear agency’s deputy director general in
charge of the Iran file, said it was
“very similar” to a photo he recently saw that he believes to be
the pressure chamber the IAEA 
suspects is at Parchin.
He said even the colors of the
computer-generated drawing
matched that of the photo he
had, the origins of which he declined to elaborate on.
After months of being re-

tor, said it was up to the Western
nations coming to the Baghdad
talks to “build trust of the Iranian nation,” adding, “Any kind of
miscalculation by the West will
block success of the talks.”
The IAEA  has been stonewalled by Iran for more than
four years in attempts to probe
what it says is intelligence from
member states strongly suggesting that Iran secretly worked on
developing nuclear weapons.
It first mentioned the suspected existence of the chamber in a
November report that described
“a large explosives containment
vessel” for experiments on triggering a nuclear explosion, adding that it had satellite images
“consistent with this information.”
It did not detail what the images showed. But a senior diplomat familiar with the IAEA’s
investigation who has also seen
the computer-generated drawing said they revealed a cylinder
similar to the image at Parchin.
Subsequent photos showed a
roof and walls going up around
the cylinder that then hid the
chamber from satellite surveillance.
IAEA chief Yukiya Amano said
in March that his agency has
“credible information that indicates that Iran engaged in activities relevant to the development
of nuclear explosive devices” at
the site. Diplomats subsequently said that the experiments also
appear to have involved a small
prototype neutron device used
to spark a nuclear explosion —
equipment that would be tested
only if a country was trying to
develop atomic weapons.

One in the chamber?: This drawing shows what experts believe is a chamber needed for nuclear
arms-related tests that U.N. inspectors suspect Iran has conducted at its Parchin site. AP

told the agency that he did not
work on such a chamber, but his
son-in-law, identified by the diplomats as Vladimir Padalko, told
the IAEA  that the container was
built under Danilenko’s direct
supervision. Repeated attempts
by the AP and other media organizations to contact the two men
have been unsuccessful since the
IAEA  revealed Danilenko’s suspected involvement in November.
“What one does inside such
a chamber is conduct high explosives testing,” said Mark
Fitzpatrick, director of the NonProliferation and Disarmament
Program of the International Institute for Strategic Studies. “You
are going to make something go
boom with maybe 70 kg of high
explosives, you need to contain
the explosion.
“And particularly if you are us-

‘What one does inside such a chamber is conduct

Paraguay national day
Working together to build brighter, better futures for our nations
Naoyuki Toyotoshi
Ambassador of the Republic of
Paraguay

On the occasion of the 201st
anniversary of
the Independence Day of
the Republic of
Paraguay, and
on behalf of the
government of
President Fernando Lugo Mendez and the people of Paraguay, I
would like to convey our respectful greetings, best wishes and
health to Their Imperial Majesties Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko, members of the
Imperial family, and His Excellency Prime Minister Yoshihiko
Noda, members of the Japanese
government and the people of
the friendly nation of Japan.
One year has passed since the
Great East Japan Earthquake and
the resulting tsunami, the combination of which left vast devastation in its wake in the region
of Tohoku. However, I am fully

confident that with wisdom and
“kizuna (solidarity)” the Japanese people will not only overcome the enormous difficulties
and recover, but also create a
new and even stronger nation in
the process.
Among the contributions received and transferred to the
Red Cross and other NPO institutions, the Embassy of Paraguay
participated actively in “the 1
Million Tofu Project.” One million packs of tofu manufactured
from Paraguayan nontransgenic
soybeans were distributed to the
victims of this unmerciful natural
disaster.
The project started April 14,
2011, almost exactly one month
after the Great East Japan Earthquake and delivered the first
shipment to the city of Ishinomaki in Miyagi Prefecture and
then subsequently to all other
affected areas, and accomplished
our target of distribution of one
million of tofus on February 22,
2012.
This was made possible only
with a call to action and strong

Food aid: One million packs of tofu made from Paraguayan
soybeans have been distributed to the victims of the Great
East Japan Earthquake. embassy of paraguay

collaboration of the government and people of Paraguay,
and a private Japanese company
(which voluntarily joined this
humanitarian effort).
Notwithstanding the great
challenges posed by this devastating tragedy at home, the Japanese government has continued
extending its vital assistance to
our development as a country,
especially in the fields of agri-

culture, health and infrastructure, for which we take this opportunity to once again express
our deepest and most sincere
appreciation to the government
and people of Japan as we continue with our struggle against
poverty, and continue with our
nation building into the future.
In this sense, we have no
doubt that the creation of employment is our first priority, for

which we have extended invitations to potential Japanese investors not only in the agricultural
business sector but also in other
labor-intensive industries that require high-quality workers.
I have shared with many interested Japanese companies
the set of uniquely strong combinations of variables that make
Paraguay a highly desirable destination for investment.
The Paraguayan Laws of Investment the 60/90 and Maquila
Law allows, among many other
advantages, the complete exoneration of import duties on capital goods and equipment, and a
substantial reduction in corporate income tax rates make Paraguay one of the most interesting
and viable investment opportunities in South America. In addition, the majority of Paraguayans
are young, hard working, and
fast and willing learners, and as
a whole our labor market is free
from conflicts
Under these circumstances, I
have had success in enabling a
shipbuilding company to manu-

facture river barges, which are
necessary to transport more than
80 percent of export and import
goods in Paraguay.
Another manufacturing company produces parts for the
auto industry in the Mercosur
markets (mainly Argentina and
Brazil). Additionally, more companies are in the process of discovering how Paraguay can help
with their corporate and investment needs in the region.
Lastly, as ambassador of the
Republic of Paraguay in Japan
I would like to extend my gratitude to the Japanese government
and people for their warm hospitality and support.
On this our anniversary as an
independent country, and alongside my fellow Paraguayan citizens at home and living in Japan,
we happily celebrate together
with our Japanese friends and
brothers, with whom we share
the immense joy in our deep,
long and sincere friendship and
mutual respect, evidenced many
times but especially during these
difficult times in our host nation.
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tank that receives the waste; an
elevation system to suspend the
explosives in the upper part of
the chamber during testing; and
a neutron detection system outside the explosion chamber to
measure neutron emissions.
The senior diplomat said
these features would make sense
for such testing, but could not
verify they existed, suggesting
they may have been added after
the Iranians put up the superstructure shielding the chamber
from satellite surveillance.
Time frame: The official
said the chamber was used for
detonation experiments in 2003,
2005 and 2006. Two officials familiar with the investigations
said the first date appeared to be
valid but they had no information of subsequent experiments.
The U.S. believes Iran stopped
working on a concerted nuclear

agency’s concerns say stands
for attempts to clean up any
evidence of the kinds of experiments the agency suspects were
carried out.
A  second senior diplomat
familiar with the investigation
recently said that spy satellite
images shared with the agency
show what seems to be water
streaming from the building
housing the chamber. He said it
also depicts workers removing
bags of material from that building and putting them on vehicles
outside.
A  third senior diplomat said
that the apparent cleanup was
continuing in early May, the last
time he had seen the images.
Iran has scoffed at suggestions of a cleanup in general
and of testing a neutron device
in particular, with Foreign Ministry spokesman Ramin Mah-

