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Qatar national day

Yousef Mohamed Bilal
AMBAssAdor of the stAte of 
QAtAr

dec. 18 marks the national day 
of  the state of Qatar. The Qatari 
people  en-
thusiastically 
celebrate  this 
glorious  na-
tional  event 
to  honor  the 
heroes,  lead-
ers and people 
who have con-
tributed to build this country. 

Qatar  national  day  is  an  op-
portunity to reflect on the heroic 
sacrifices of the founders, and to 
adhere  to  the  values    and  prin-
ciples  upon  which  our  country 
was founded, and which consti-
tute the basis for the success and 
progress of Qatar today.

The  commemoration  of  this 
milestone  affords  all  Qatari  na-
tionals  the  opportunity  to  rec-
ognize the distinction and excel-
lence of their country’s rich lega-
cy, to assess the achievements in 
the  modernization  process,  and 
to  renew  allegiance  and  loyalty 

to our wise leadership for work-
ing together diligently to ensure 
a  brighter  future  full  of  peace 
and prosperity. 

On  this  auspicious  occasion 
I  am  honored  and  privileged 
to  express  my  most  respect-
ful  greetings  and  best  wishes  to 
Their Imperial majesties emper-
or akihito and empress michiko, 
members  of  the  Imperial  fam-
ily, the government and friendly 
people of Japan. 

Qatar  has  always  been  an 
excellent  model  to  many  coun-
tries in the region in terms of the 
political,  economic  and  social 
advances.  Thanks  to  our  wise 
leadership, Qatar maintained its 
position  as  the  world’s  fastest-
growing  economy  since  2008, 
with  a  real  GdP  compounded 
annual  growth  rate  of  12.0  per-
cent,  and  thus  providing  the 
highest  standard  of  living  and 
securing a prosperous future for 
its citizens.

Qatar  has  proved  its  strong 
presence at regional and interna-
tional arenas by pursuing a bal-
anced foreign policy and insight-
ful visions that enabled it to play 

an  active  role  in  resolving  and 
addressing some difficult issues, 
especially  at  the  regional  level. 
The country has become an ac-
tive force based on its soft power 
and  moderate  diplomacy,  and 
our  leadership  is  determined  to 
maintain  its  position  in  the  fu-

ture as a key player to contribute 
to  peace,  stability  and  prosper-
ity  in  the  region,  and  the  whole 
world.

Qatar-Japan  relations  con-
tinue  to  evolve  at  a  rapid  pace 
and gained fresh impetus by the 
important visit of Prime minister 
shinzo  abe  to  doha  in  late  au-
gust.  Prime  minister  abe  held 
talks with H.H.  the emir sheikh 
Tamim  bin  Hamad  al-Thani 
and  Prime  minister  and  min-
ister  of  the  Interior  H.e.  sheikh 
abdullah bin nasser bin Khalifa 
al-Thani.  during  this  visit  the 
two  countries  agreed  to  build 
a  “partnership  for  stability  and 
prosperity,”  and  signed  three 
agreements that will  further en-
hance the already strong bilateral 
relationship. The first agreement 
was  a  policy  dialogue  between 
the respective foreign ministries, 
the  second  was  on  cooperation 
in the field of oil and natural gas, 
and the third was on acceptance 
of Qatari trainees in oil and natu-
ral gas.

The  leaderships  of  the  two 
countries  renewed  their  com-
mitment  to  enhance  and  diver-

sify the bilateral relations, and to 
expand them beyond the field of 
energy  to  encompass  other  ar-
eas  such  as  education,  culture, 
infrastructure, human resources 
development  and  technology 
transfer.

To  reaffirm  Qatar’s  keen  in-
terest  in  strengthening  the  bi-
lateral  ties  with  Japan,  Foreign 
minister  H.e.  dr.  Khalid  bin 
mohamed  al-atteyah  paid  a 
visit to Tokyo in mid-november, 
heading  a  high-level  invest-
ment  delegation  that  included 
the  public  and  private  sectors, 
to explore  investment opportu-
nities  in  Japan.  dr.  al-atteyah 
held  talks  with  Prime  minister 
abe  and  Foreign  minister  Fu-
mio  Kishida,  during  which  the 
two  sides  agreed  to  further  en-
hance the friendly relations and 
broaden the economic ties.

dr. al-atteyah took advantage 
of  his  visit  to  inspect  the  func-
tioning  of  the  Qatar  Friendship 
Fund  (QFF),  the  $100  million 
fund donated by the state of Qa-
tar to support the victims of the 
march  2011  disasters  in  north-
eastern Japan.

The QFF is working on a total 
of  nine  projects  in  the  fisheries, 
education  and  health  care  sec-
tors in the three affected prefec-
tures,  Fukushima,  miyagi  and 
Iwate.  several  large-scale  proj-
ects  have  been  completed  and 
are contributing in improving the 
lives  of  affected  people  in  these 
areas.  all  projects  are  expected 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  end 
of next year.

We are convinced that, by the 
joint  efforts  with  our  Japanese 
friends, the upswing in the bilat-
eral relations will continue to ac-
quire more vitality and strength. 
and we hope that the high-level 
exchanges  between  the  two 
countries  will  continue  in  the 
coming  years  to  further  deepen 
and diversify our partnership for 
the mutual benefit. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express 
my deepest appreciation to The 
Japan  Times  for  giving  me  this 
opportunity to address its distin-
guished readers on this glorious 
occasion, and I would like to ex-
press my best wishes to all for a 
happy, peaceful and prosperous 
new year.

regional model for stability, prosperity

Foreign policy
Qatar  places  increasing  empha-
sis  on  supporting  the  Gulf  co-
operation  council  (Gcc),  and 
spares  no  effort  to  bring  about 
solidarity,  and  strengthen  ties 
of  mutual  trust  and  communi-
cation  between  arab  countries, 
propagates  the  wisdom  of  re-
sorting to peaceful means in re-
solving all disputes among coun-
tries, approves the U.n. efforts to 
uphold  peace  and  security,  and 
works to maintain good relations 
with  all  peace-loving  peoples 
and countries.

Qatar  will  remain  the  “safe 
haven for all the oppressed,” the 
phrase  uttered  by  the  country’s 
founder  sheikh  Jassim  bin  mo-
hammed,  and  renewed  by  the 
new  emir  H.H.  sheikh  Tamim 
bin  Hamad  al-Thani,  who  em-
phasized  Qatar’s  adherence  to 
its  obligations  toward  its  arab 
brothers  by  protecting  the  op-
pressed  who  are  demanding 
freedom, dignity and democracy.

Qatar is committed to fulfill its 
duties  toward  arab  cooperation 
and  solidarity  in  the  framework 
of the Gcc and the arab League 
and their institutions, and to do 
all  it  can  to  serve  the  issues  of 
arab  national  security,  and  to 
respect the sovereignty, indepen-
dence and territorial integrity of 
all arab countries. 

Qatar  firmly  respects  the  di-
versity of creeds and respects all 
religions  in  our  countries  and 
beyond,  and  rejects  any  kind  of 
divisions between arab societies 
on a sectarian basis. Qatar rejects 

and  denounces  all  forms  and 
manifestations  of  terrorism,  re-
gardless of  its causes, objectives 
and means. It, however, differen-
tiates between terrorism and the 
peoples’ struggle, and legitimate 
rights of freedom and self-deter-
mination in accordance with the 
provisions of international law.

On  the  international  level, 
Qatar is obliged to maintain and 
enhance  friendly  relations  with 
all countries of  the world based 
on  shared  interests  and  mutual 
respect,  and  to  actively  contrib-
ute  to  preserve  peace,  security 
and prosperity around the world. 
Qatar  works  very  hard  to  estab-
lish  close  ties  of  cooperation 
with  all  peace-loving  countries 
and  peoples,  extends  generous 
financial aid to many developing 
countries in asia and africa, and 
contributes  to  various  regional 
and  international  aid  funds  to 
create  the  widest  possible  av-
enues  of  international  coopera-
tion. 

Economy
Qatar  was  the  world’s  fastest-
growing  economy  during  2008-
2011,  with  a  real  GdP  com-
pounded  annual  growth  rate  of 
12.0  percent.  This  rapid  growth 
was mainly driven by the hydro-
carbon and services sectors. real 
GdP  growth  in  2012  slowed  to 
6.2  percent  as  the  moratorium 
on liquid natural gas (LnG) pro-
duction  reduced  hydrocarbon-
sector growth.

The  current  account  surplus 
rose  sharply  (32.0  percent  of 

GdP)  on  record-high  gas  and 
nonoil exports. strong hydrocar-
bon  revenues  and  underspend-
ing in the capital budget led to a 
stronger fiscal surplus (13.2 per-
cent of GdP).

The  current  account  surplus 
is expected to remain high (34.1 
percent  of  GdP  on  average  in 
2013-14),  as  a  result  of  rising 
manufactured  exports  such  as 
gas-to-liquids (GTL), petrochem-
icals and fertilizers.

Qatar  national  bank  (Qnb) 
forecasts real GdP growth of 6.5 

percent  in 2013 and 6.8 percent 
in 2014 as hydrocarbon produc-
tion  remains  flat  and  growth 
drivers  shift  toward  large-scale 
infrastructure  spending  by  the 
government as part of the build-
up toward the 2022 World cup to 
be held in Qatar.

These  infrastructure  projects 
will stimulate buoyant economic 
activity  in  construction,  finan-
cial services and housing. These 
projects  include  the  construc-
tion  of  the  Qatar  rail  develop-
ment  Program,  including  the 
doha  metro  rail  network  and 
the  expansion  of  the  road  net-
work.  Overall,  these  infrastruc-
ture  projects  are  expected  to  be 
worth 14.8 percent of GdP each 
year in 2013 and 2014.

Business environment
Qatar  is  the  most  competitive 
country in the Gcc, according to 
World  economic  Forum  (WeF) 
rankings.  The  Global  com-
petitiveness  report  2013-2014, 
produced  by  the  WeF,  ranked 
Qatar 13th out of 148 countries. 
This  places  Qatar  at  the  top  of 
the  Gcc.  Qatar  moved  up  the 
rankings  significantly  for  the  ef-
ficiency  of  its  goods  and  labor 
markets.  a  strong  institutional 
framework  with  a  low  level  of 
corruption,  high  efficiency  of 
government  institutions  and 
strong  security  provides  the 
foundations  for  market  efficien-
cies.  Low  taxes  are  a  key  driver 
of  market  efficiency  as,  in  the 
goods  market,  they  provide  an 
incentive  to  invest  while  in  the 
labor  market  they  help  retain 
talent  and  provide  an  incentive 
to work.

In  June  2013,  mscI  an-
nounced  that  it  would  upgrade 
and reclassify the Qatar bourse’s 
index,  giving  it  “emerging  mar-

ket” status. 
This  decision  follows  initia-

tives  that  Qatar  exchange  has 
taken to improve market organi-
zation, operational efficiency and 
regulation,  and  its  implementa-
tion of a functional delivery-ver-
sus-payment  mechanism.  The 
upgrade may also have been in-
fluenced by the moves by major 
Qatar corporations to lift existing 
ceilings on foreign equity owner-
ship.

as a result of the upgrade, in-
stitutional  investors  managing 
emerging  market  portfolios  will 
now  try  to  increase  their  pres-
ence  in  the Qatari market. ana-
lysts’ estimates of the additional 
capital  attracted  to  the  market 
range  widely  from  $350  million 
to $1 billion. 

Energy resources
since  independence,  Qatar’s 
development  has  been  trans-
formational,  leveraging its enor-
mous oil and gas wealth to proj-
ect  itself  onto  the  global  stage. 
Qatar  has  the  third-largest  gas 
reserves in the world, estimated 
at  885.0  trillion  cubic  feet  (tcf), 
which  along  with  crude  oil  and 
condensate  reserves  equated 
to  around  192.8  billion  barrels 
of  oil  equivalent  (boe)  in  2012. 
With  Qatar’s  population  at  only 
1.8 million in 2012 and nationals 
accounting  for  only  14  percent 
of  the  total  population,  hydro-
carbon reserves and revenue per 
national were the highest  in the 
world.

The  development  of  its  huge 
natural  gas  reserves  has  made 
Qatar  the  largest  LnG  exporter. 
Qatar’s  proven  gas  reserves  are 
lower  only  than  russia’s  and 
Iran’s.  at  2012  rates  of  produc-
tion,  these  reserves  would  last 
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Qatar national day

Fumio Kawaguchi
Chairman oF the Japan-Qatar 
Friendship assoCiation

On  behalf  of 
the  Japan-Qa-
tar  Friendship 
association, 
I  would  like 
to  offer  my 
sincere  con-
gratulations  to 
His  Highness 
sheikh  Tamim  bin  Hamad  al-
Thani, emir of the state of Qatar, 
and the people of Qatar on their 
42nd national day.

2012  was  a  memorable  year 
because of  the 40th anniversary 
of  the  establishment  of  diplo-
matic  relations  between  Qatar 
and Japan. 2013 has also become 
a  memorable  year  with  historic 
events in both countries, in par-
ticular, His Highness sheikh Ta-
mim  succeeding  His  Highness 
sheikh  Hamad  bin  Khalifa  al-
Thani as emir of Qatar.

We will never forget the heart-

felt gift of additional supplies of 
LnG  and  huge  donations,  as 
part  of  the  Qatar  Friendship 
Fund  (QFF),  which  our  country 
received  from  Qatar  during  the 
reigns  of  His  Highness  sheikh 
Hamad and His Highness sheikh 
Tamim.  They  have  become 
lamps of hope to the reconstruc-
tion of Japan.

I  would  like  to  take  this  op-
portunity to express my deepest 
respects to the astonishing lead-
ership  of  His  Highness  sheikh 
Hamad,  which  brought  break-
through  growth  and  prosperity 
to  Qatar,  and  I  congratulate  His 
Highness  sheikh  Tamim  on  be-
ing  inaugurated  as  the  emir  of 
Qatar.

I  sincerely  hope  that  His 
Highness  sheikh  Hamad  as  His 
Highness  the  Father  emir  will 
continue  to  graciously  provide 
support and cooperation from a 
broader  perspective  also  in  the 
future,  and  that  Qatar  will  con-
tinue its prosperity and develop-
ment under the profound insight 

and  leadership  of  His  Highness 
sheikh Tamim.

In  august,  Prime  minister 
shinzo  abe  visited  Qatar  with  a 
business delegation. 

at  the  Japan-Qatar  business 
Forum in doha, the prime min-
ister  expressed  his  intention  to 
deepen  cooperation  between 
Qatar  and  Japan  across  a  broad 
range  of  areas,  such  as  political 
and  security  matters,  economic 
issues,  education,  agriculture, 
medical  technology  and  ser-
vices, and culture and exchange 
of personnel, rather than having 
our  relations  stay  limited  to  the 
area of energy.

no one doubts that strong ties 
based on confidence, friendship 
and cooperation in a wide range 
of areas are sure to strengthen in 
the future. 

While Qatar will host the 2022 
FIFa  soccer  World  cup  for  the 
first  time in the arab world, To-
kyo  will  host  the  2020  summer 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.

We  welcome  and  appreci-

ate  the  opportunity  to  host  two 
of  the  world’s  greatest  sporting 
events during much of the same 
period,  which  will  have  major 
economic  effects  on  Qatar  and 
Japan.

This  year,  the  al  Zubarah  ar-
chaeological site in Qatar, which 
gave  its  name  to  the  first  LnG 
vessel to Japan, the al Zhubarah, 
was inscribed onto the UnescO 
World Heritage list together with 
mount Fuji.

I cannot help but feel the deep 
connection  between  our  two 
countries  from  such  occasions 
in the sports and cultural  fields, 
which  happened  at  nearly  the 
same time.

Qatar and Japan enjoy a close 
and growing relationship in spite 
of  the  great  distance  between 
them.  They  are  tied  together  by 
confidence and friendship.

On  behalf  of  the  Japan-Qatar 
Friendship association, I vow to 
contribute  to strengthening and 
developing bilateral ties between 
Qatar and Japan.

promoting bonds of friendship

for at least 160 years.
at  the  same  time,  Qatar  has 

been the world’s largest LnG ex-
porter since 2006. The extraction 
of natural gas has also resulted in 
the  production  of  condensates, 
which  overtook  crude  oil  pro-
duction in 2012. 

as  for  oil,  at  the  current  pro-
duction  rates,  reserves  are  ex-
pected  to  last  for  at  least  39 
years. Qatar’s proven reserves of 
crude oil, condensates and nGLs 
were  estimated  at  24.0  billion 
barrels at the end of 2012, about 
1.4  percent  of  proven  world  oil 
reserves.  Within  this,  proven 
crude oil reserves are estimated 
at around 2.3 billion barrels. To-
tal  crude  oil,  condensates  and 
nGL  production  in  2012  was 
around  2.0  million  barrels  per 
day,  of  which  0.7  million  bpd 
was  crude  oil,  and  the  remain-
der condensates and nGLs. Qa-
tar  accounted  for  2.0  percent  of 
world oil production in 2012.

The  nonhydrocarbon  sector 
has  been  supported  in  recent 
years by the ramp up in GTL and 
petrochemicals production.

Qatar  also  had  the  highest 
percentage of millionaire house-
holds in the world (14.3 percent). 
This  concentration  is  likely  to 
increase  in  the  coming  years  as 
overall  wealth  in  Qatar  is  likely 
to grow faster than in the rest of 
the world.

The  government  objective  is 
now to use its huge hydrocarbon 
wealth to build a diversified and 
sustainable  economy.  It  envi-
sions  that  infrastructure  invest-
ment, education and health will 
support  the  development  of  a 
more  vibrant  and  services-ori-
ented knowledge economy. 

Bilateral relations
The  bilateral  relations  between 
the  state  of  Qatar  and  Japan 
maintained  sound  momentum, 
characterized  by  mutual  trust 
and  respect,  and  crowned  by 
flourishing  trade  and  economic 
cooperation.

Our  bilateral  relations,  estab-
lished  in  1972,  have  grown  sev-
eralfold  in  coverage  and  scale, 
covering a wide spectrum of po-
litical,  economic,  educational, 
cultural,  scientific  and  techno-
logical cooperation. The friendly 
ties,  however,  gained  fresh  im-
petus this year by the important 
visit  of  Prime  minister  shinzo 
abe to doha in late august.

Prime  minister  abe  was  ac-
companied by a 200-strong del-
egation  comprising  academics, 
chief  executive  officers,  chair-
men and presidents of nearly 50 
companies.  during  his  stay  in 
Qatar, the Japanese premier held 
talks with H.H.  the emir sheikh 
Tamim  bin  Hamad  al-Thani 
and  Prime  minister  and  min-
ister  of  the  Interior  H.e.  sheikh 
abdullah bin nasser bin Khalifa 
al-Thani. 

The  two  countries  agreed  to 
build  a  “partnership  for  stabil-

ity and prosperity,” and signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
between  Qatar  Petroleum  and 
the  Japan  Oil,  Gas  and  metals 
national corp. (JOGmec), and a 
memorandum of understanding 
between  Qatar  Petroleum  chi-
yoda  corp.  in  the  field  of  train-
ing, and a memorandum of un-
derstanding  about  the  political 
dialogue between the respective 
Foreign ministries. 

From the Qatari side, Foreign 
minister H.e. dr. Khalid bin mo-
hamed al-atteyah visited Tokyo 
in  mid-november,  heading  a 
high-level  investment  delega-
tion,  which  included  the  public 
and  private  sectors,  to  explore 
investment  opportunities  in  Ja-
pan.  dr.  al-atteyah  held  talks 
with  Prime  minister  abe  and 
Foreign minister Fumio Kishida, 
during  which  the  two  sides  re-
confirmed their commitment to 
further  strengthen  the  friendly 
relations.  The  two  sides  agreed 
on the importance of strengthen-
ing bilateral cooperation in busi-
ness investment, energy supplies 
and infrastructure development. 
during  the  meetings  the  Qatar 
side  reaffirmed  its  commitment 
to ensure stable supplies of natu-
ral gas and oil to Japan. 

The vibrant economic ties be-
tween the two countries are the 
mainstay of our strong relations 
of  friendship  and  cooperation, 
with trade and investment in en-
ergy  constituting  the  backbone 
of our strategic economic ties.

Japanese companies are active 
players  in  Qatar’s  energy  sector. 
Their partnerships with Qatar in-
clude LnG and refinery ventures, 
power plants, exploration, devel-
opment and production-sharing 
agreements, as well as engineer-
ing and construction.

Japan  is  Qatar’s  largest  trad-
ing  partner  with  a  total  volume 
of more than $37 billion in 2012. 
Qatar  is  Japan’s  second-largest 
LnG supplier and is also Japan’s 
third-largest  supplier  of  crude 
oil.  Qatar  is  committed  to  Ja-

pan’s  energy  security  by  ensur-
ing  reliable  LnG  supplies.  The 
two  countries  are  working  to 
expand the scope of the bilateral 
relations by including other sec-
tors  like  medical,  educational 
services  and  infrastructure  de-
velopment.

Qatar Friendship Fund
The  Qatar  Friendship  Fund 
(QFF) is a gift of friendship from 
Qatar  to  Japan,  $100  million 
donated  by  the  state  of  Qatar 
to  support  the  people  affected 
by  the  march  2011  disasters  in 
northeastern Japan.

In  addition  to  building  a 
strong friendship between Japa-
nese and Qatari people, the pri-
ority goal of the QFF is to provide 

prompt  and  effective  assistance 
as directly as possible to victims 
of  the  disasters,  through  reha-
bilitation and reconstruction de-
velopment  projects  that  are  not 
funded by any other sources.

The  QFF  supports  projects 
that address urgent, crucial and 
sustainable  needs  for  the  great-
est number of beneficiaries. It is 
working  on  a  total  of  nine  proj-
ects  in  the  fisheries,  education 
and  health  care  sectors  in  the 
three affected prefectures, Fuku-
shima, miyagi and Iwate. several 
large-scale  projects  have  been 
completed and are contributing 
to  improving the lives of people 
in  these  areas.  all  projects  are 
expected to be completed by the 
end of next year.

Weight of Qatar’s economy, foreign policy
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Celebrations: people march to mark Qatar’s national day on dec. 18 last year.  embassy oF Qatar

Fly past: aircraft perform during a national day celebration 
dec. 18, 2012. embassy oF Qatar

Heritage: girls wear traditional dresses on Qatar’s national day. embassy oF Qatar

PAGE: 5


