Ghana Independence Day

Bright future for growing democracy
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Today marks
the 60th Inde-
pendence
Day Anniver-
sary of Ghana,
the first coun-
try in sub-Sa-
haran Africa
that shook off
the British co-
lonial yoke and set in motion
events that changed the for-
tunes of the entire African con-
tinent. Ghana'’s independence
was a defining moment in Afri-
can history that changed the
perception of the continent in
global politics. Remarkably, this
anniversary milestone has an
added significance that reso-
nates with the Japanese tradi-
tional celebration of kanreki
that marks 60 years.

On this auspicious occasion,
let me first and foremost seize
this opportunity on behalf of the
government and people of
Ghana, the Ghana Embassy and
the Ghanaian community in
Japan, to convey our heartfelt
greetings and deepest apprecia-
tion to their Imperial Majesties

this connection, the working
visit to Japan of the previous
President of Ghana H.E. John
Dramani Mahama in May, dur-
ing which our excellent bilateral
tieswere further reinforced. The
visit built upon the tradition of
other Ghanaian presidents who,
over the past 25 years, have each
paid official visits to Japan. We
have no doubt that this tradition
will continue under President
Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Ad-
do, who assumed office on Jan.
7 — almost exactly two months
ago today — and has already re-
newed the former president’s
invitation for Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe to visit Ghana.

The election of Akufo-Addo as
president of Ghana in the elec-
tions in December cemented
Ghana's democratic credentials
within the comity of nations.
Ghana has for over a quarter of
acentury now, out of its 60 years
of existence, practiced a multi-
party democracy with smooth
and seamless transitions of
power from one elected govern-
ment to another. This time, how-
ever, marked the first time that
an incumbent president served
just one term and lost an elec-
tion to the opposition candidate.

tions of democracy such as an
independent electoral commis-
sion, independent judiciary and
a free and vibrant press, as well
as civil society organizations, all
of which play supporting roles
for the country’s democracy to
come of age. What the country
needs now is the continued
goodwill and support of the in-
ternational community and
friendly countries such as Japan,
to cooperate with Ghana for the
countryto reap the benefits and
fruits of democracy, often re-
ferred to as the “democratic div-
idend” Democracy needs to be
supported by a strong economy
as the facilitator of the dividend.

Ghana continues to be an ex-
porter of raw materials with little
value addition to the products.
The country remains well en-
dowed with natural resources
such as gold, diamonds, timber
and manganese and ithas been
amodest oil producing country
since 2010. However, with the
vicissitudes of the international
commodity market and the un-
equal terms of trade skewed
against developing countries,
Ghana's economy, in spite of the
modest growth rates achieved
over the past two decades, re-

look propitious. The commit-
ment to move away from the ex-
portof traditional raw materials
to non-traditional exports, in-
volving value addition and en-
couragement of indigenous
Ghanaian industries, is an im-
portant plank in the strategy to
inject dynamism into the coun-
try’s developmental processes.

There is also the lingering re-
alization that not all countries
can benefit from globalization.
Moreover, a diversified econo-
my supported by fair income
distribution and good human
resource development will ac-
celerate economic growth. The
countries in the Asian region in
particular provide enough evi-
dence that with limited natural
resource endowment, a country
is capable of achieving phenom-
enal growth and moving from a
third-world to a first-world
economy, on the back of strong
human capital. These are the ex-
amples Ghana deems worthy of
emulating.

Though Ghana has since the
early days of independence
placed emphasis on providing
her nationals with a solid edu-
cational foundation, there re-
mains a gap in aligning the

tise. While this is well recognized
and appreciated there is the ne-
cessity to tailor the human cap-
ital to the country’s growth
needs in the coming years.
Consequently, the country
has embarked on arestructuring
of the educational system to pro-
vide the skills needed by indus-
try. Not only do we have quality
education at the tertiary level,
there is also a strong emphasis
at the basic and secondary lev-
els. Ghana has a free compul-
sory universal basic education
in the spirit of which some in-
centives have been provided to
parents to enable them to send
their children to school. These
include provision of free school
uniforms and textbooks, as well
as free meals to schoolchildren,
to relieve poor parents of some
of the burdens in educating their
children.
Animportantinitiative of the
president’s regime is to intro-
duce free senior secondary
school education for all from
September. It is expected that
these educational initiatives will
cater to the needs of Ghanaian
society and assist in our march
toward a knowledge-based
economy. Achieving a knowl-

of Mahama to Japan lastyear, an
agreement was signed between
the two countries under a proj-
ectfor human resource develop-
ment to the tune of ¥172 million,
under the auspices of the Japan
International Cooperation
Agency. Over 300 Ghanaian
youth will benefit from Japanese
scholarships over the next three
years. An educational fair was
held on Feb. 15 in Accra to at-
tract students to study at Japa-
nese universities.

The government of Japan is
also supporting Ghana in the
area of promoting public health,
in line with realizing universal
health coverage in Ghana as a
model country. In this connec-
tion, an amount of ¥2.28 billion
has been granted for the pur-
pose of constructing an Ad-
vanced Research Centre for
Infectious Diseases at the Nogu-
chi Memorial Institute for Med-
ical Research. The Institute, built
inhonor of the Japanese icon Dr.
Hideyo Noguchi, remains alast-
ingmonument to Ghana-Japan
relations, which can be traced to
the research into yellow fever
conducted by Noguchi in
Ghana, long before the country’s
independence.

Another concrete manifesta-
tion of Japan’s commitment to
Ghana's development was the
resumption of yen loans to the
country, with an initial an-

infrastructure conference in
Ghana by the Japanese govern-
ment and private sectors this
year, within the context of Japan'’s
commitments under the sixth
Tokyo International Conference
on African Development, or
TICAD VI, process.

These governmental initia-
tives have also translated into
increasing and deepening pri-
vate sector interactions. On the
occasion of Mahama'’s visit, a
Ghana investment forum saw
more than 200 Japanese compa-
nies participate. The govern-
ments of the two countries are
committed to deepening of in-
vestments through the signing
of an Investment Protection and
Promotion Agreement, as well
as an Agreement on the Avoid-
ance of Double Taxation. Itis our
expectation that the negotia-
tions for the investment treaty,
which have been underway over
the last two years, will be con-
cluded in the course of this year.

Another important develop-
ment in our bilateral coopera-
tion last year was the formation
of the Ghana-Japan Parliamen-
tary Friendship League under
the Chairmanship of Hon.
Manabu Sakai, with Hon. Dai
Shimamura as the general sec-
retary, and most importantly,
Chief Cabinet Secretary Hon.

Yoshihide Suga as an advisor.
The league, which has over 20
members from both houses of
the Diet, has had a series of en-
gagements, including a pre-in-
augural meeting at the Diet, as
well asinteraction with Mahama
during his visit to Japan. The
leader of the league was sent by
Prime Minister Abe as a special
envoy to the inauguration of
President Akufo-Addo.

In fulfilment of its mandate,
the Ghana Embassy in Japan, in
cooperation with various Japa-
nese ministries, agencies and
private sector operatives, will
continue to bolster, deepen and
sustain the spirit of friendship
and excellent cooperation that
hasbeen the hallmark of Ghana-
Japan relations during the 60
years of the country’s indepen-
dence.

Finally, let me avail myself of
this opportunity to express our
heartfelt appreciation to the cor-
porate bodies, individuals and
other collaborators, who in con-
junction with the hardworking
staff of The Japan Times, have
facilitated the publication of this
message and also to those who
have sponsored other aspects of
our 60th anniversary celebra-
tion.

Long live Ghana-Japan rela-
tions.
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