France National Day Special

Securing the future with our allies in the Indo-Pacific

Ambassador
Philippe Setton visits
the Unigen Inc. plant
in Ikeda, Gifu Prefec-
ture, where France’s
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This year, this event is being held under the
theme “Winning the Future” as a tribute

to resilience in the face of the health crisis,
amessage of hope for the future, and an
expression of the unity and cohesion of the
nation.

This popular eventis also intended to
honor and show our recognition of the
armed forces, including those of France’s
allies. In 2018, Japan'’s Self-Defense Forces
were among the foreign forces invited to

: toimprove further the interoperability of

zens, including some 8,000 military person-
i nel. With Japan and other partners in the

i region, we share the same commitment to

i security and stability, respect for interna- :
i tional law and freedom of navigation. In this : | ¢
i context, following former Prime Minister Pl
¢ Shinzo Abe’s initiative for a free and open

¢ Indo-Pacific, President Emmanuel Macron
i setoutin 2018 a national strategy to make
i France actas an inclusive and stabilizing

¢ mediating power in the region. France is
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and defense.

In this regard, a new stage was reached
last May as French forces, together with
Japan'’s Self-Defense Forces, the United
States Navy and Marine Corps, and the
Royal Australian Navy, successfully con-
ducted a joint amphibious exercise on the
southern range of Kyushu. This operation,
named ARC21 and initially suggested by

i beyond security issues. France’s strategy

i aims atnot only increasing stability, but also
: atpromoting the common good, such as by
i strengthening health care, education, infra-

i structure, and, overall, sustainable devel-

i opment among countries surrounding the

¢ Indian and Pacific Oceans. At a time when

i oursocieties are facing global challenges,

i cooperation and partnership with key play-

i frontline, France and Japan have a major :
i role to play. Within the Group of Seven, both :
i countries have pledged to provide support

i to the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelera-

i tor,and in particular to its COVAX facility.

i Laboratories from France and Japan are

i also teaming up to produce future vaccines,
i which will allow us to fight the pandemic in
¢ thelongrun.

¢ will take part, will pave the way to a post-

COVID-19 world that will offer tremendous

opportunities for deepening the friendship
: between France and Japan.

i This content was compiled in collabora-

i tion with the embassy. The views expressed
i here do not necessarily reflect those of the

i newspaper.
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