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Japan ties’ mutual respect model for global relations

Seyed Abbas Araghchi
AMBASSADOR OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC
OF IRAN TO JAPAN

In the Name of God, the Com-
passionate, the Merciful
On the auspicious occasion
of the 30th anniversary of the
victory of the
Islamic Revo-
lution in Iran, I
would like to
hereby convey
through the col-
umns of The Ja-
pan Times my
sincerest greet-
ings to Their Imperial Majes-
ties Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, and to the gov-
ernment and people of Japan.
I also welcome this opportu-
nity to congratulate my coun-

trymen on this happy occa-
sion.

At the heart of the Middle
East, there lies a thousand-
year-old country with a very
rich culture, which till 1935
was called “Persia.” In that
year, the name was changed
to Iran, upon the decision of
the Iranian government. Iran
is situated in southwest Asia
and borders the three CIS
states, the Republic of Arme-
nia, the Republic of Azerbai-
jan and the Republic of Turk-
menistan, as well as the Caspi-
an Sea to the north, Turkey
and Iraq to the West, the Per-
sian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman
to the south, and Pakistan and
Afghanistan to the east.

Iran is one of oldest coun-
tries in the world. Extending

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
supreme leader of the Islamic
Republic of Iran

nearly 8,000 years, and
throughout history Iran has
been of geostrategic signifi-
cance because of its unique lo-
cation in Eurasia. Iran is a
founding member of the Unit-
ed Nations, NAM, OIC, OPEC

Everlasting beauty: The interior of Isfahan’s Imam Mosque, which is widely regarded as a
masterpiece of Persian architecture.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
president of the Islamic
Republic of Iran

and ECO. Iran is a regional
power in southwest Asia, and
occupies an important posi-
tion in the world economy due
to its large reserves of petro-
leum and natural gas. Iran is
also among the few countries
that comprise the “Cradle of
Civilization.” The name Iran
is a cognate of Aryan and liter-
ally means “Land of the Ary-
ans.” Despite intermittent ag-
gression launched against
Iranduring the past few centu-
ries by bloodthirsty maraud-
ers such as Genghis Khan, Al-
exander the Great and Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq, the
peace-loving Iranian nation
has remained committed to
peace, tranquillity, the pur-
suit of knowledge, divinity and
justice.

On Feb. 11, 1979, the selfless
sacrifices of Iranian people
under the able leadership of
the late Imam Khomeini,
came to fruition, paving the
way for the establishment of a
just political system inspired
by Islam, and people’s rights
and wishes. Over the past 30
years, Iran has made tremen-
dous strides in various fields
and consequently the Iranian
nation has been able to firmly
stand up to foreign aggres-
sion, and at the same time con-
tribute to regional and inter-
national peace and security.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran as a state with enormous
clout has elevated its status to

a major regional power in in-
ternational developments.
The government of Iran in
continuation of its develop-
ment policy is observing the
guiding principles of its
“Twenty-Year Perspective”
and its four five-year develop-
ment plans. With the imple-
mentation of these plans, Iran
will become an economic pow-
erhouse in the region by 2025,
which will in turn contribute to
its technological and scientific
progress.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran emphasizes justice, com-
passion and human dignity as
well as mutual respect as its
foreign policy guiding princi-
ples. Historically, Iran has al-
ways sought to have amicable
relations with neighboring
countries bilaterally and mul-
tilaterally. Iran’s foreign poli-
cy is based upon rejection of
all forms of domination. From
the standpoint of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, gaining inde-
pendence and liberty as well
as dispensation of justice com-
prise the inalienable rights of
all peoples in the world.

In brief, the foreign policy
doctrine of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran is based upon the fol-
lowing principles.

1. Justice

Injustice is the root cause of
tension and conflict in political
and economic interactions,
and gives rise to social oppres-
sion. Therefore, one cannot
expect to achieve a sustain-
able peace without adminis-
tering justice in international
relations. If international re-
lations are based on justice,
all nations will be treated
equally in the eyes of interna-
tional law and consequently no
nation can dominate or violate
another nation’s rights.

2. Morality

Laying great emphasis on
spirituality and morality is
equally essential. The difficul-
ties confronting states in pro-
moting bilateral relations can

Spanning the centuries: Khaju Bridge across the Zayandeh River in Isfahan, Iran, was

constructed around 1650.

be attributed to not observing
spirituality and morality in
their dealings, whereas varia-
tions in the values of nations
should be respected.

3. Human dignity

Human dignity is used to
signify that all human beings
are blessed with intrinsic wor-
thiness and deserve uncondi-
tional respect, regardless of
age, gender, health status and
social or ethnic origin. Should
this be violated by a bully, it
can be considered as discrimi-
nation. In other words, every
individual is respected merely
by the fact that he or she is a
“member of the human fami-
ly.”

Given that states are also
represented by individuals, no
big power should reserve the
right to bully other states, if it
does, it has outrageously vio-
lated human dignity.

4. Mutual respect

International relations the-
ory holds that states have the
right to be free from foreign
intervention. Since morally
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autonomous citizens hold the
rights to liberty, the states
that democratically represent
them have the right to exer-
cise political independence.
Mutual respect for these
rights then becomes the touch-
stone of international rela-
tions theory. If mutual respect
is observed in interstate rela-
tions, it is bound to promote in-
ternational peace and securi-
ty.

Besides mutual respect, if
the basic guiding principles of
Iran’s foreign policy, that is,
justice, compassion and hu-
man dignity, are fully abided
by in international politics, na-
tions can be hopeful of a more
durable peace. As long as the
international system is char-
acterized by an absence of jus-
tice, compassion and human
dignity, such a system cannot
remedy all the malaise it im-
poses on interstate relations.
The current composition of the
U.N. Security Council can be
cited as a case in point.

The Islamic Republic of

Iran is confident in the knowl-
edge that if Japan and Iran
consult and cooperate closely
with each other in this regard,
they are likely to come up with
practicable solutions to such
challenges. Iran has always
viewed Japan as an ideal part-
ner in that it symbolizes the
potential ability of Easternna-
tions for modernization. It has
the technology Iran requires
and Japan needs the oil Iran
wishes to sell.

Furthermore, Iran and Ja-
pan are ancient civilizations
whose relations span centu-
ries. These long-term bilater-
al relations have remained
solid in spite of dramatic inter-
national upheavals. Both
states have enormous respon-
sibility for safeguarding such
mutual ties. Given that 2009
marks the 80th anniversary of
the establishment of Iran-Ja-
pan diplomatic ties, both sides
should take measures to fur-
ther promote bilateral rela-
tions.
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Mohsen Manafi Niazi
PRESIDENT, PERSIAN WORLD CO., LTD.
REPRESENTATIVE,

IRAN JUDO FEDERATION IN JAPAN

best wishes to the people of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

unique carpet masterpieces.
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Congratulations
on the Occasion of
the 30th Anniversary of
the Islamic Revolution of Iran

On this great occasion, I would like
to convey our heartfelt greetings and

For decades, Iran and Japan have
maintained close relations in cultural,
political, economic and other spheres. Since 1994, Persian World
Co., Ltd., as the biggest supplier of premium handmade Persian
carpets in Japan, has been committed to further development and
strengthening of such cooperation between the two countries by
revealing the beauty of Iranian culture to Japanese people through

We look forward to deepening mutual understanding, cultural
exchange and economic relations for the benefits of both nations.

1st Floor, KUGA Bldg, 4-11-6, Kuramae,
Taito-ku, Tokyo 111-0051

Phone: 03-5820-0714 Fax: 03-5820-1770
www.persian-world.co.jp

Congratulations
on the Occasion of
the 30th Anniversary of

the Islamic Revolution of Iran

BEN LINE AGENCIES (JAPAN) LTD.

Shinagawa TS Bldg. 4F,
183-40, Konan 2-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-0075, Japan
Tel: (03) 6718-0720 Fax: (03) 6718-0722

TOKYO OFFICE
Shinagawa TS Bldg. 4th FI.
2-13-40, Konan, Minato-ku,
Tokyo 108-0075, Japan
Tel: (03) 6718-0720
Direct: (03) 6718-0721
Fax: (03) 6718-0722
E-mail: irislrep @benline.co.jp

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH

On the Occasion of
the 30th Anniversary of the Glorious
Islamic Revolution of Iran

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN SHIPPING LINES

The largest shipping company in the Middle East with a vast
background in international maritime transportation extends
its congratulations and best wishes.

HEAD OFFICE
No. 37 Asseman Tower,
Shahid Lavasani (Farmanleh)
Junction, Pasdaran Ave., Tehran, Iran
P.O. Box 19395-1311
Tel: +98 21 23841 (180 lines)
Fax: +98 21 238451
Web site: www.irisl.net

Congratulations
on the Occasion of
the 30th Anniversary of

the Islamic Revolution of Iran

Ohtemae, 1-Chome, 4-2 No. 601, Chuo-ku,
Osaka, 540-0008, JAPAN
TEL: 81-6(6910)3800:3846 FAX:81-6(6910)2270-2273
http://www.jtcnet.co.jp/

Congratulations

to the People of the Islamic Republic of Iran
on the 30th Anniversary of Their Islamic Revolution Day

Petropars Ltd. Gas Processing Plant

,@ Toyo ENGINEERING CORPORATION

2-8-1, Akanehama, Narashino-shi, Chiba 275-0024, Japan
Tel: 047-451-1111 Fax: 047-454-1800 URL http://www.toyo-eng.co.jp

Congratulations
on the Occasion of
the 30th Anniversary of

the Islamic Revolution of Iran

2 Mitsubishi Corporation

Congratulations
on the Occasion of
the 30th Anniversary of

the Islamic Revolution of Iran
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Solons work to expand relationship

Taro Nakayama
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-IRAN
PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

On behalf of the Japan-Iran
Parliamentary Friendship
League, | would like to convey
my heartfelt
congratulations
on the 30th
anniversary of
the victory of
the Islamic
Revolutionin
Iran.

Japan and
Iran historically have had
amicable relations. This year
marks the 80th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic

relations. Bilateral ties have
expanded through dialogue
between the leaders of the two
countries from June 2008 and
also through the exchange of
high-level visits, in particular
the successful visit of the
special envoy of the president
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to Japan.

| hope that through the
further cooperation of
parliamentarians of the two
countries, we witness the
expansion of Japan-Iran ties in
all areas.

| send my best wishes to the
people of Iran for their further
prosperity and continued
development of our cordial ties.

Cultural heritage: A gold rhyton (drinking vessel) from Iran’s

Achaemenid period

Japan ties’ mutual respect

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

The Iranian government
has always welcomed the un-
sparing efforts of Japan
aimed at promoting peace,
stability and prosperity in
Asia, the Middle East and oth-
er regions. Being mutually
aware of each other’s political
and economic importance,
both sides should hold wide-
ranging consultations to ex-
plore solutions to emerging re-
gional and international chal-
lenges.

The volume of trade be-
tween the two countries was
around $20 billion in 2008. Iran
is one of the main oil suppliers
of Japan and 12 percent to 14
percent of Japan’s crude oil
requirements are supplied by
Iran. Japan has been one of
the main suppliers of Iranian
industrial and technical
needs. Potential for new fields
of cooperation between the
two countries exists, and I do
hope that with the guidance
and continued support of the
Japanese government we wit-
ness further participation of
the Japanese private sector in
Iran. Culturally speaking,
both nations are deeply rooted
in ancient civilizations. Iran
as one of the cradles of ancient
civilizations enjoys enormous

influence in Asia and the Mid-
dle East. The geostrategic po-
sition of Iran has transformed
it into a major confluence of
Asian cultures and traditions.

In the Sassanid era, the Silk
Road was not only an ancient
international trade route but
also a splendid cultural bridge
linking Iran as the country of
“flower, poetry and mysti-
cism” and Japan as the coun-
try of the “rising sun.” In re-
cent years, cultural exchang-
es between the two countries
have gained momentum. With
a view to further promoting
these relations, Iran and Ja-
pan have intensified their cul-
tural communications by or-
ganizing exhibitions, events
and film festivals, for joint
movie production, as well as
academic exchange and Per-
sian-language seminars, etc.

As I mentioned earlier,
since this year marks the 80th
anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations,
and the 50th anniversary of the
entry into force of the cultural
agreement between Iran and
Japan, I am confident in the
knowledge that the cordial bi-
lateral relations between our
two countries would be further
promoted in various fields and
at different levels.

Congratulations
on the Occasion of
the 30th Anniversary of
the Islamic Revolution of Iran

Showa Shell Sekiyu K. K.

2-3-2 Daiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo 135-8074
http://www.showa-shell.co.jp
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