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Brunei Darussalam national day

A growing presence in Asia
Kozo Watanabe
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-BRUNEI

PARLIAMENTARIANS’ LEAGUE FOR THE

PROMOTION OF FRIENDSHIP

----------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 25th
anniversary of the founding of
Brunei Darussalam, I would like
to extend, on
behalf of the
Japan-Brunei
Parliamentarians’
League for the
Promotion of
Friendship, my
heartfelt
felicitations to
Sultan Haji
Hassanal
Bolkiah and the people of his
state.

Brunei Darussalam has
steadily been making progress,
building a stable and affluent
society on the strength of
abundant natural resources. As

an important member of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, I believe that Brunei’s
influence will continue to grow
and expand in Asia.

I visited Brunei Darussalam
five years ago for ceremonies to
observe the 20th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the monarchy
and Japan. It was my first visit to
the country and I was very
cordially welcomed, and I had
an opportunity to have a
significant exchange of views
with the sultan and other
leaders. Brunei, which has
impressed me with its rich
natural resources and verdure
as well as its warm hospitality,
has become one of my most
favorite countries.

I would like more and more
Japanese to visit Brunei and
come to know its charms. The
Japanese government last year

established a tourism agency to
improve facilities to receive
tourists from abroad, and I expect
more people from Brunei to visit
Japan and discover its wonders.

Visiting each other’s country
frequently is essential to
building a close relationship,
and most desirably, to create
mutual understanding and
respect. First of all, the
Japan-Brunei Parliamentarians’
League for the Promotion of
Friendship is urging as many
members of the Diet as possible
to visit Brunei, and remains
resolved to make every possible
effort to further promote and
strengthen the relationship
between the two countries.

Last but not least, I say with
great sincerity that I would like to
extend my best wishes to Sultan
Bolkiah and the people of Brunei
Darussalam for their prosperity
and development.

A Quarter-century of warm, friendly ties
Brunei-Japan EPA provides opportunities to explore new avenues to work together economically and politically

Mahadi Maidin
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF BRUNEI

DARUSSALAM IN JAPAN

------------------------------------------

Today, Feb. 23, 2009, Brunei
D a r u s s a l  a  m
celebrates the
25th anniversa-
ry of its Nation-
al Day. There-
fore, on this
auspicious oc-
casion and on
behalf of the
government of
His Majesty
Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Bru-
nei Darussalam, and the peo-
ple of Brunei Darussalam, it
gives me great pleasure and
honor to convey our respect-
ful greetings and best wishes
to Their Imperial Majesties
Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, members of
the Imperial family, and the
government and people of Ja-
pan.

As all Bruneians rejoice in
this very significant event,
this year also marks the 25th
anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
between Brunei Darussalam

and Japan. Related pro-
grams have been earmarked
throughout the year to cele-
brate the momentous occa-
sion. It is hoped that such
events will further promote
better understanding among
Bruneians and Japanese
alike on the existing warm
and friendly relationship of
both countries for the past 25
years.

The signing of the Double
Taxation Agreement be-
tween Brunei Darussalam
and Japan in January by Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs and
Trade His Royal Highness
Prince Mohamed Bolkiah
and Foreign Minister Hiro-
fumi Nakasone coincides
with the 25th year of the for-
mal relationship of the two
countries. The agreement
that was inked in Tokyo will
hopefully facilitate and fur-
ther increase trade coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries.

Historically, the relation-
ship between Brunei Darus-
salam and Japan began over
30 years ago, when a business
deal between Brunei LNG
and three Japanese compa-

nies was reached, which led
to Brunei Darussalam ex-
porting its first LNG ship-
ment to Japan in 1972. Since
then, Brunei Darussalam, as
the fifth-largest LNG suppli-
er to Japan, has been steadily
supplying its energy resourc-
es to Japan.

Japan on its part has con-
tributed substantial invest-
ments in Brunei Darussalam,
the latest being the MOU
inked between Mitsubishi
Corp. and the Energy Divi-
sion of the Prime Minister’s
Office of Brunei Darussalam
in August 2008. Under the
MOU, both parties have
agreed to work together to
carry out the large-scale pho-
tovoltaic (PV) demonstra-
tion project called the Tena-
ga Suria Brunei project
(TSB) in Brunei Darussa-
lam. A PV system with a
nominal capacity output of
1.2 MW will be installed at the
Seria Power Station in the
Belait district.

The project is expected to
be commissioned in 2010.
This project, apart from pro-
moting the development of an
alternative energy source,

will also create job opportu-
nities and contribute to the
diversification efforts in Bru-
nei Darussalam.

Brunei Darussalam will
continue to regard Japan as a
major trading partner. Over
the last 25 years, there has
been a significant increase in
trade between Brunei Darus-
salam and Japan. The in-
crease is largely attributed to
the export of oil and gas. Ja-
pan remains the dominant
export destination, amount-
ing to 40.8 percent of total ex-
ports, whereas more than 70
percent of Japan’s exports to
Brunei comprise of automo-
bile-related trade.

The important trade rela-
tions between both nations
were further reinforced when
the Brunei Darussalam-Ja-
pan Economic Partnership
Agreement (BJEPA) was
signed in June 2007 and sub-
sequently entered into force
in July 2008.

The agreement is aimed at
increasing new market op-
portunities and further devel-
oping strong economic ties

between the two countries. It
was then followed by the in-
augural meeting of the joint
committee under the BJE-
PA, which was held July 31,
2008. The meeting was at-
tended by Prince Mohamed
Bolkiah and then Foreign
Minister Masahiko Koumu-
ra.

Under the BJEPA, the two
countries will further intensi-
fy cooperation particularly on
capacity building through as-
sistance and expertise from
the Japanese side. Brunei Da-
russalam puts high emphasis
on its human resources devel-
opment and education with re-
spect to creating an educated,
highly skilled workforce. Such
cooperation extended under
the pact will contribute to Bru-
nei Darussalam’s economic
diversification strategy.

Brunei Darussalam and Ja-
pan have been actively en-
gaged in capacity-building
programs and workshops in
wide-ranging areas of cooper-
ation organized in either coun-
try at all levels, encompassing
government officials, private-

sector representatives, youths
and students. The EPA is an
important step to further in-
crease the ties, and provide an
avenue for the exploration of

new and potential opportuni-
ties, and as such renew the
commitments economically
and politically.

We look forward to further

deepening our long-standing
and excellent friendship, and
at the same time broadening
our cooperation to much
greater heights.

In tempestuous times Brunei remains a haven for investors
With the nation shielded from
much of the adverse impacts
being felt by other countries
due to the financial crisis, in-
vestors can rest assured that
Brunei Darussalam contin-
ues to offer political, social
and economic stability, and
continues to welcome invest-
ments in many of its local in-
frastructure and economic
diversification projects.

At the Sungai Liang Indus-
trial Park (SPARK), Bru-
nei’s first world-class petro-
chemicals hub, the 272-hect-
are site has been fully
prepared. Basic infrastruc-
ture and shared utilities are
in place and ready for inves-
tors to move in.

Its strategic location,
where the country’s major
gas pipelines come onshore,
ensures that the main feed-
stock, natural gas, is avail-
able close by. The first tenant
at SPARK, the methanol
plant, will begin commercial
operations in early 2010. With
an annual production capaci-
ty of 850,000 tons, the plant is
developed by the Brunei
Methanol Co., a joint venture
between Mitsubishi Gas
Chemicals, Itochu Corp. and
the national oil company, Pe-
troleum Brunei.

The Brunei Economic De-
velopment Board (BEDB) is
actively looking for more in-

vestors to come up with other
proposals based on methanol
derivatives such as polyace-
tal and gas-based petrochem-
icals.

SPARK, with its abundant
272 hectares, provides oppor-
tunities for investors to be in-
volved in downstream and
support industries, as well as
infrastructure development,
including clean coal-fired
power plants, solar energy,
water treatment and an ex-
port facility.

To manage infrastructure
development at SPARK and
ensure investors do not face a
lengthy approval process,
the BEDB has created the
Sungai Liang Authority
(SLA), which acts as a single
point for all applications and
approvals.

To leverage Brunei’s stra-
tegic location in the region
and seize the opportunity of
the growing container trade,
the BEDB is also embarking
o  n a multiphased develop-
ment at Pulau Muara Besar
(PMB) through a public-pri-
vate partnership. This will
include a new deep-water
container port, an export pro-
cessing zone, halal food dis-
tribution hub, logistics and
warehousing facilities. The
investment for the deep-wa-
ter port has been secured and
ICTSI from the Philippines, a

port operator with extensive
experience and currently
managing 16 ports world-
wide, has been selected to op-
erate the new port, which is
expected to be completed in
2012.

A Singaporean consor-
tium, Surbana, has been ap-
pointed by the government to
draw a master plan for PMB
development. PMB offers
many other investment op-
portunities in the petrochem-
icals, downstream industries
and manufacturing sector.
Investment opportunities
will be available in ICT,
aquaculture, tourism, logis-
tics, as well as in infrastruc-
ture works such as port con-
struction, dredging, recla-
mation, power generation,
water supply, roads and
bridge construction.

The global halal industry

for food, pharmaceuticals
and cosmetics, estimated at
more than $500 billion, is fast
growing, and Brunei Darus-
salam aims to play a signifi-
cant role in this industry and
tap into these lucrative mar-
kets. Brunei’s halal brand, in-
troduced in 2007, is well
known for its credibility and
strict implementation.

Brunei is leading the way
in the formulation of the
guidelines for the manufac-
ture of halal pharmaceuti-
cals expected to be endorsed
by the authorities in April
this year.

Several proposals from in-
ternational companies, in-
cluding some from Japanese,
to manufacture halal phar-
maceuticals are being fol-
lowed up.

To support the initiative,
Brunei is developing an Agro

Technology Park on a 263-
hectare site, and investors
are welcome to invest in the
areas of research and devel-
opment, commercialization
in agriculture, horticulture,
food and forest products,
pharmaceuticals, cosmetics
and aromatics.

ICT has been identified as
one of the key catalysts for
sustainable socioeconomic
development and it will con-
tinue to be given priority. The
government has allocated
over 1 billion Brunei dollars
in the National Development
Plan 2007-2012 to the ICT sec-
tor, including allocation for
human capacity building and
e-business programs to fur-
ther develop the SMEs’ capa-
bility.

There is investment poten-
tial for ICT collaboration in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Open for business: SPARK (the Sungai Liang Industrial Park), Brunei’s first world-class
petrochemicals hub, is ready for investors to move in.

Done deal: Brunei Darussalam’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade His Royal Highness
Prince Mohamed Bolkiah and Foreign Minister Hirofumi Nakasone sign the Double Taxation
Agreement between Brunei Darussalam and Japan at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Tokyo
on Jan. 20. INFORMATION DEPARTMENT, BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
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The biggest program of
its kind ever, the
demobilization will
take several years to
complete.
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In war-torn Sudan, disarmament begins
El-Damazin Sudan
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

‘‘The war is over. It’s time for
peace,’’ said a white-bearded
man named Othman, one of
the first Sudanese ex-fighters
to take part in the world’s larg-
est disarmament and demobi-
lization program.

‘‘I will now become a farmer
because there will be no more
war,’’ said the former soldier,
who fought during Africa’s
longest-running civil war be-
tween the Muslim-dominated
north and the Christian and
animist south.

The 22-year war, in which 2
million people died and 4 mil-
lion were displaced, ended in
2005 with a peace deal that of-
fers the south the possibility of
secession in 2011.

Now, 180,000 former fight-
ers — from north and south —
will pass through the Disar-
mament, Demobilization and
Reintegration (DDR) pro-
gram, abandon their battle fa-
tigues and re-enter civilian
life.

The biggest program of its
kind ever, the demobilization
will take several years and
hundreds of millions of dollars
to complete, says the United
Nations Mission in Sudan
(UNMIS).

A first batch of 15 soldiers
and former militia members
is taking part in a ceremony to
mark their return to civilian
life in Al-Damazin, in Blue
Nile state around 500 km south
of Khartoum.

‘‘Some of my friends think I

made the right choice, but oth-
ers don’t. They think it (the
DDR program) is not con-
crete. Their perception might
change now,’’ said a former
militia medic, who gave his
name only as Suada.

‘‘I feel good and I don’t want
to remember the past,’’ said
Ibaaid, 25, a former child sol-
dier.

The former fighters must
hand over their weapons to ei-
ther the southern Sudan Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (SPLA)
or the northern Sudanese
Armed Forces.

In return, they receive a ci-
vilian identity card, several
months’ supply of food and
cash. The aim is to retrain the
former fighters with a new
skill that will set them up for
their new life.

‘‘It won’t be easy, but we’ll
succeed,’’ said William Deng
Deng, head of south Sudan’s
DDR commission. ‘‘We must
find economic opportunities
for each and every one of
them.’’

Following the signing of the
Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment in 2005, both sides under-
took to reduce their respective
armed forces, which are
largely financed by profits
from Sudan’s 400,000-barrel-

per-day oil exports.
As the world financial crisis

has driven down the price of
oil, both north and south have
been deprived of much of their
revenue, accelerating the pro-
cess of soldiers demobilizing
or retiring.

‘‘With the economic crisis,
the southern army, the SPLA,
has had to cut its budget by 50
percent. So they’ve been
forced to show some soldiers
the door, which puts pressure
on the DDR program,’’ said
Adriaan Verheul, an official at
UNMIS.

At a meeting on Monday in
Juba, donors pledged $88.3
million to support re-integra-
tion, the third phase of the pro-
gram. The EU contributed $22
million and Britain $29 million
for the coming year.

In a joint statement, the
U.N., donors and Sudan’s Na-
tional DDR Coordinating
Council said more funds were
needed.

‘‘Additional voluntary con-
tributions are urgently needed
from the international com-
munity to cover the reintegra-
tion costs,’’ it said.

But the disarmament pro-
gram does not address the
myriad small self-defense
units that continue to reign
over much of south Sudan,
where gun culture prevails.

And it will face some of its
toughest challenges in still-
disputed central areas
claimed by both north and
south, such as the oil-rich
Abyei region, where fierce
fighting erupted last year.

Neocolonialism fuels island unrest
Protesters in Guadeloupe, Martinique want
more from France than merely higher wages

Pointe-a-Pitre Guadeloupe
AP

------------------------------------------

Protests that have nearly shut
down the French Caribbean is-
lands of Guadeloupe and Mar-
tinique are not just about de-
mands for lower prices and
higher wages: For demon-
strators, they are no less than
a battle against the vestiges of
slavery.

Afro-Caribbean islanders —
most of whose forbears toiled
in the sugar cane fields under
the yoke of slavery more than
160 years ago — not only re-
sent France’s handling of the
global economic crisis, they
have long resented that the de-
scendants of slaveholders con-
tinue to control the economy
on both islands.

They also suspect that busi-
nesses earn too high a profit on
goods, most of which are im-
ported.

This resentment against
slaveholder descendants,
known as ‘‘bekes’’ (pro-
nounced bah-KAY), has lent
an especially sharp edge to
weeks of demonstrations that
at times have erupted in gun-
fire, arson, looting, and the
death of one activist in Guade-
loupe.

‘‘They’ve got the money,
they’ve got the power, they’ve
got Guadeloupe,’’ snapped one
protester, Lollia Naily. ‘‘This
is not a race thing. It is a mon-
ey thing and it is a power
thing.’’

Protesters in Martinique al-
so have rejected the bekes,
with frequent chants of ‘‘Mar-
tinique is ours, not theirs!’’
Bekes own most industries in
Martinique, although they
represent only about 1 percent
of the island’s 401,000 resi-
dents.

Deep economic and social
disparities divide France
from its territories. Unem-
ployment in Guadeloupe is
about 23 percent, compared
with 8 percent on mainland
France, and 12 percent of is-
landers live in poverty, com-
pared with 6 percent of main-
landers, according to the most
recent statistics.

A concrete median divider
o  n a Guadeloupe highway is
spray-painted with the mes-
sage ‘‘We want 200 euros,’’ re-
flecting protesters’ demands
for a ¤200 ($250) monthly
raise for low-paid workers,
who now make roughly ¤900
($1,130) a month.

The French government,
which has insisted that any

salary increases must come
from the private sector, an-
nounced it could provide extra
government benefits totaling
nearly ¤200 a month for low-
income workers.

And both sides in Marti-
nique have reached an agree-
ment that would lower prices
on 100 brands of different
products by 20 percent. Pro-
test leaders and government
officials are still negotiating
the costs of housing, gasoline,
water and electricity.

But the problems extend be-
yond economics, protesters
say.

Serge Romana, president of
an association that commem-
orates the abolition of slavery
in the French territories, said
French President Nicolas Sar-
kozy ‘‘must absolutely abolish
all traces of neocolonialism
and vestiges of slavery in the
overseas regions.’’

Sarkozy himself — who
raised islanders’ hackles when
as interior minister in 2005 he
endorsed a bill requiring text-
books to recognize the ‘‘posi-
tive role’’ of colonialism — ac-
knowledged last week that old
wounds still fester.

‘‘I know the feeling of injus-
tice that you have, given the
inequalities and the discrimi-
nation,’’ the president said in a
television appearance on
Thursday aimed at quelling
the unrest. ‘‘How can we justi-
fy monopolies, overly high
profits . . . and, why not say it,
forms of exploitation that
should not have any place in
the 21st century?’’

The conflict also extends be-
yond the Caribbean. Islanders
living in mainland France are
relegated to low-level jobs and
are absent from senior posi-
tions in business, the military
and government, revealing a
‘‘color fracture in French soci-
ety,’’ said Patrick Lozes, head
of the Representative Council
of Black Associations.

‘‘My ID says I’m French,’’
said 28-year-old Philippe De-
lag. ‘‘Guadeloupe is part of
France.’’

The island certainly looks
the part. French flags fly from
government buildings, and ti-
ny Citroens and Peugeots whiz
along well-maintained high-
ways. Residents switch easily
from Creole to French in con-
versations.

Rioters are demanding that
France treat them as equals
and question why food is so ex-
pensive on the island. They al-
so said they feel ignored by the

French government and are
annoyed that Sarkozy will not
visit until things calm down.

In Paris, meanwhile, thou-
sands of people took to the
streets Saturday to show their
support for striking workers
and to pay homage to Jacques
Bino, the labor activist killed
in Guadeloupe last week dur-
ing violent protests.

Despite such signs of soli-
darity, most of France does
not understand the islanders’
demands, Lozes said.

‘‘They don’t see it as a de-
mand for justice, but rather as
a demand for charity,’’ he
said.

Jean-Luc de Laguarigue, a
beke, said tensions have fes-
tered over generations be-
cause France and its islands
have not explored the painful
past. He said he knows of no
slavery museum in France.
The subject is generally taboo
in schools.

But Laguarigue insisted
that bekes no longer represent
power and colonial force, and
suggested that the islands —
not Paris — should decide
what is best for them, an out-

look that many protesters
share.

Laguarigue said pride has
at least as much to do with the
protest as economic concerns.

‘‘History has been denied,’’
he said. ‘‘It is not a call for war,
but for dignity.’’

Several islanders blame the
arrival of 450 French riot po-
lice for the violence that has
erupted during protests — and
say it shows how France
treats the islands like colo-
nies.

Martinique resident Victor
Permal described Paris’ pro-
posals as ‘‘general and blurry’’
and criticized the decision to
send force, saying France al-
ways responds with provoca-
tion and repression.

‘‘The people are starting to
gain a clear notion of what be-
longs to them,’’ said Permal,
president of Frantz Fanon Cir-
cle, a group of intellectuals
and followers of the Martini-
can revolutionary whose
works have influenced antico-
lonial movements. ‘‘So they
become conscious that it is not
France who should define
their path and needs.’’

Comic Myers wins
award for worst film
Los Angeles
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Mike Myers has lost his mojo:
He and his comedy ‘‘The Love
Guru,’’ which won few fans at
box offices, were named worst
actor and worst picture of 2008
at the Razzie Awards on Satur-
day, one day before the Oscars
are given out in Hollywood.

The comedy featuring
Myers as a spiritual healer
was also given the Razzie for
the worst screenplay of 2008.

The Canadian actor and the
movie he spent years develop-
ing won gold spray-painted
Raspberries at the awards
ceremony created in 1980 to
spoof the glitzy Academy
Awards.

‘‘The Love Guru’’ flopped in
theaters with only $40.8 mil-
lion in global ticket sales. That
figure is a huge comedown af-
ter Myers’ three ‘‘Austin Pow-
ers’’ spoofs in which the come-
dian worked his spy charac-
ter’s positive mojo to
perfection, raking in a com-
bined $675 million at global
box offices.

Socialite Paris Hilton was
the other big award-winner at
the 29th annual Golden Rasp-
berry Awards.

Hilton won three trophies:
worst actress and worst
screen couple for her low-bud-
get romantic comedy ‘‘The
Hottie & The Nottie,’’ as well
as worst supporting actress
for her role in the horror fanta-
sy ‘‘Repo! The Genetic Op-
era.’’

Some of 2008’s biggest
blockbusters also got Razzies.

‘‘Indiana Jones and the
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull,’’
the fourth installment of the
adventure franchise starring
Harrison Ford, was declared
the worst ‘‘prequel, remake,
ripoff or sequel.’’

Former James Bond star
Pierce Brosnan was awarded
the worst supporting actor for
his singing turn in the ABBA-
inspired musical ‘‘Mamma
Mia!‘‘

The prize for worst director
went to Uwe Boll for three
films: ‘‘Tunnel Rats,’’ ‘‘In the
Name of the King: A Dungeon
Siege Tale’’ and ‘‘Postal.’’

The so-called winners of the
Razzies were determined by
mailing ballots to 657 voters
living in the United States and
19 foreign countries.

Few Raspberry winners
collect their trophies but Os-
car winning actress Halle Ber-
ry sportingly showed up four
years ago to take home her
prize for ‘‘Catwoman.’’

‘Wrestler’ KO’s Spirits
Santa Monica Calif. LOS ANGELES TIMES

‘‘The Wrestler,’’ a poignant dra-
ma about an aging grappler
who refuses to give up the ring,
pinned its competition at the
Film Independent Spirit
Awards on Saturday, winning
honors for best picture, best ac-
tor for star Mickey Rourke, and
best cinematography for Mar-
yse Alberti.

The Spirit Awards celebrate
independent, low-budget f i l m -
making. The cost of a movie
that is entered — including
postproduction fees — has to be
under $20 million.

Melissa Leo took home the
best female lead award for her
performance as an impover-
ished single mother who smug-
gles illegal immigrants over
the Canadian border in ‘‘Frozen
River.’’

Penelope Cruz won best sup-
porting female for her p e r f o r -
mance in ‘‘Vicky Cristina Bar-
celona,’’ and James Franco
won the supporting male award
for his work in ‘‘Milk.’’

The award for best director
went to Tom McCarthy for
‘‘The Visitor,’’ and best foreign
film went to Laurent Cantet for
‘‘The Class.’’

Haven for investors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

the establishment of a data
center and disaster recovery
center in the country. Brunei
Darussalam is strategically
located at the heart of ASEAN
and has a well-developed web
of international submarine ca-
bles, an abundance of capaci-
ty, state-of-the-art telecom-
munications systems, educat-
ed and skilled workforce, and
suitable locations to support
this project.

Complementing the govern-
ment’s efforts, the BEDB has
established the iCenter — a
center of excellence for nur-
turing and developing local
entrepreneurs in the ICT are-
na. The center promotes key
industries such as business so-
lutions, mobile solutions and
Internet applications, and cur-
rently accommodates 16 incu-
batees. It also provides com-

prehensive and effective incu-
bation programs, entrepre-
neurship training, mentoring
and marketing support.

Since its establishment,
several incubatees have been
able to penetrate overseas
markets and inked deals with
foreign companies, including
one recently with Crestar
Communications of the Philip-
pines for the deployment of in-
novative technologies with ap-
plications in the commercial
and public sectors in the coun-
try. The long-term vision is to
create a dedicated technology
park. A new building, the
Knowledge Hub, is being built
as a center for technology re-
search and development with
potential tenants from the De-
fense Ministry and the ICT
sector.
Article by the Brunei Economic Development

Board (www.bedb.com.bn)

Economic exchanges lead

to wide-ranging relationship

Kunio Anzai
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-BRUNEI FRIENDSHIP

ASSOCIATION

---------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Brunei
Friendship Association, I
would like to extend my
sincere
congratulations
to His Majesty
Sultan Haji
Hassanal
Bolkiah of
Brunei
Darussalam,
the
government
and people of the sultanate on
the occasion of their 25th
National Day. Also we would
like to express our gratitude to
Brunei Darussalam for its
steady supply of energy
resources to Japan for many
years.

In July, the Japan-Brunei
Economic Partnership
Agreement came into force,
and in January, Foreign
Minister Hirofumi Nakasone
and Foreign Affairs and Trade
Minister Mohamed Bolkiah
signed the agreement for the
avoidance of double taxation,
and the prevention of fiscal
evasion with respect to taxes
on income.

Incidentally, 2009 also
marks the 25th anniversary of
the establishment of
diplomatic relations between
Japan and Brunei
Darussalam, which had
become independent a little
earlier.

Under such circumstances,
I greatly hope that friendly
relations between the two
countries will be further
promoted not only in the
economic field but in various
other areas.

The Japan-Brunei
Friendship Association again
invited Brunei University
students to Japan in
December to promote mutual
understanding through youth
exchanges. The group visited

Tokyo Electric Sodegaura
Thermal Power Station, the
Tokyo Gas Science Museum
and a Toyota Motor Corp.
assembly plant. Tokyo
Electric Power Co. and Tokyo
Gas Co. import liquefied
natural gas from Brunei. The
students also attended an
exchange meeting with
counterparts from Rikkyo
University majoring in
tourism.

We believe that these kinds
of cultural exchange activities
are very effective in
maintaining and
strengthening our friendship.

Brunei Darussalam,
located on the northern
shores of the Island of
Borneo, is a peaceful kingdom
rich in natural resources,
including oil and natural gas.
People have a high standard
of living, and enjoy a rich
cultural heritage and
unspoiled natural beauty,
which attracts foreign visitors
with its Asian charms. Nearly
70 percent of the land is
covered in luxuriant and
pristine tropical rain forests in
which there is a wide variety
of rare plant and animal
species. Brunei is a paradise
for nature lovers and
ecotourism.

With warm hospitality and
noble Islamic traditions, the
sultanate has one of the
lowest crime rates in the
world. I sincerely hope more
and more Japanese will visit
the country to explore the real
Brunei Darussalam.

The Japan-Brunei
Friendship Association will
continue to work to enhance
the friendly ties between the
two countries through various
activities, programs and
cooperation.

In closing, I cordially wish
His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah and the
people of Brunei Darussalam
every happiness, and further
prosperity.

Sympathy for the island: A demonstrator holds a placard in
Paris on Saturday showing a picture of Jacques Bino, a union
activist killed last Tuesday in Guadeloupe. AP

Mike Myers

Paris Hilton

Standing down: A former Sudanese militia fighter holds up his newly issued identity card in
the town of El-Damazin, Sudan, on Feb. 10 after completing a demilitarization program that is
designed to reintegrate militants into civilian life. AFP-JIJI
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