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Ethiopia national day/world

Georgia opposition blocks trains

Tbilisi
AP

------------------------------------------

Thousands of angry protesters
converged on the central train
station in the Georgian capital
Tuesday, trying to block the
trains as the opposition raised
the stakes in its push to get
President Mikhail Saakashvili
to resign.

Throngs of demonstrators
surrounded one train, sitting
on the track and climbing on
the engine to prevent it from
leaving the station.

The move marked a change
in the opposition’s tactics, re-
flecting protesters’ exaspera-
tion after six weeks of daily
rallies without result. It fol-

lowed debates between the op-
position leaders, some of
whom strongly opposed more
forceful action for fear of pro-
voking violence.

The blockade at the train sta-
tion followed a massive rally in
which at least 60,000 opposition
supporters gathered at the na-
tional stadium before march-
ing to the Parliament building
to push for Saakashvili’s resig-
nation. The president has re-
mained defiant, saying he will
stay through his second term,
which ends in 2013.

Opposition leaders warned
Tuesday that protesters will
also block highways and Tbili-
si’s main airport in order to
force Saakashvili to resign.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Swine flu death toll reaches 100
New York AP

The world’s swine flu death toll reached 100 Tuesday as two
more New Yorkers died while infected with a virus that has
sickened more than 12,000 people.

The deaths of 83 people in Mexico, 14 in the United States, two
in Canada and one in Costa Rica have now been linked to swine
flu. But the World Heath Organization’s flu chief, Keiji Fukuda,
said the virus had not yet reached the level of pandemic and said
a global outbreak designation would change little about how
governments are already responding.

Mission set to double ISS crew
BaikonurKazakhstan AP

A Russian space capsule blasted off Wednesday on a landmark
mission that will double the crew of the International Space
Station.

The Soyuz TMA-15 craft carrying Canadian astronaut Bob
Thirsk, Russian cosmonaut Roman Romanenko and Belgium’s
Frank De Winne soared into the hot afternoon skies over
Kazakhstan’s northern steppe on a two-day journey to the
orbiting station.

The three will join the trio of crew members already on board
the space station, giving the station six permanent members for
the first time.

In the future, the space station could support as many as 13
people, NASA says, as the crew hosts short-term visitors.

Iran lifts block on Facebook access
Tehran AP

Iran restored access to Facebook on Tuesday, after a block on
the social networking Web site last week generated accusations
that the government was trying to muzzle one of the main
presidential campaign tools of the reformist opposition.

Facebook was cut off Saturday, depriving challengers to
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of a critical means of
reaching out for the youth vote in the June 12 election.

The main proreform candidate, Mir Hossein Mousavi, is
seeking a strong turnout from young voters and has used
Facebook to try to mobilize support.

Court lifts ban on cannibal movie
Berlin REUTERS

A 2006 horror film based on the real story of a German engineer
who killed and ate a willing victim may be shown in Germany, a
court ruled Tuesday, overturning a previous ban.

Armin Meiwes, the ‘‘cannibal of Rotenburg’’ had originally sued
to prevent the film by director Martin Weisz from being shown in
Germany, claiming it would damage his personal rights.

The film, ‘‘Rohtenburg’’ released internationally as ‘‘Grimm
Love,’’ stars Keri Russell as an American exchange student. She
chooses the notorious cannibal case for her thesis.

In the real tale that horrified Germany, engineer Meiwes met
his victim, IT manager Bernd-Juergen Brandes, through an
Internet advertisement in 2001. Brandes said he was looking for
someone to ‘‘obliterate his life and leave no trace.’’

After severing Brandes’ penis and trying to eat it, Meiwes
stabbed him in the throat, hung him on a meat hook and cut him
into chunks, some of which he ate. He captured the action on video.

A better future with
visionary leadership
Asahiko Mihara
CHAIRMAN, ETHIOPIA COMMITTEE,

JAPAN-AU PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP

LEAGUE

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Ethiopia Com-
mittee of the Japan-AU Parlia-
mentary Friendship L e a gue,
I would like to
extend my
heartfelt greet-
ings and con-
gratulations to
the government
and people of
the Federal
Democratic Re-
public of Ethiopia on the occa-
sion of the 18th anniversary of
their National Day.

I made my third visit to Ethi-
opia last summer. On my two
previous visits, 35 and 20 years
ago, I saw an Ethiopia that was
hard up economically and polit-
ically, and short of vitality for
the future, much to my regret.

But my latest visit was dif-
ferent because it provided a
good opportunity to see Ethio-
pia steadily moving ahead to-
ward a better future. Addis
Ababa, the capital, for exam-
ple, is full of automobiles and
has high-rise buildings, and the
people are neatly dressed.

In addition to the capital, I
visited Gondar and Bahar Dar,
and some farming areas on the
way. Although the World Heri-

tage site in Gondar was under
repair, people working there
looked enthusiastic about at-
tracting tourists to the site from
all over the world. People in Ba-
har Dar also appeared eager to
make cruises on Lake Tana
more attractive for tourism.

I found that the lives of
farming communities are
gradually improving. I saw
children silently driving goats
and cattle in the rain. I saw
that an increasing number of
farming households in the
countryside have begun using
electricity. Some farmers
have started to grow flowers
such as roses and orchids for
export to increase their in-
comes.

We had the honor of meeting
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi
and listened to him eagerly
discussing Ethiopia’s future.
The prime minister expressed
his willingness to build the
country based upon agricul-
ture and learn from Japan’s
success. I was impressed by
his determination to dedicate
himself to the development of
Ethiopia. Dedication to one’s
country is a prerequisite of
any national leader. I believe
that Prime Minister Meles has
been putting it into practice. I
was not alone in thinking that
Japan has to support his aspi-
rations in every respect.

Economic, cultural exchanges make giant strides
Sadao Umeda
PRESIDENT, ETHIOPIAN ASSOCIATION

OF JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Ethiopian As-
sociation of Japan, I would like
to extend our sincere compli-
ments and congratulations to
the people and
government of
the Federal
Democratic Re-
public of E t h i o -
pia on the mem-
orable occasion
of the 18th anni-
versary of Ethi-
opian National Day.

The past two years have
been exciting and unforgetta-
ble. To celebrate the Millenni-
um New Year in Ethiopia,
starting Sept. 12, 2007, the asso-
ciation joined a commemora-
tion in organizing and enjoying
the ‘‘Ethiopian Millennium in
Japan.’’ Ceremonial activities
planned by the embassy, which
was headed by H.E. Ambassa-
dor Abdirashid Dulane, associ-
ation members and volunteers
from both countries developed

closer ties of cooperation in pro-
moting Ethiopian culture in Ja-
pan, and even became a sym-
bolic showcase of mutual
friendship.

2008 was an epoch-making
year distinguished by the con-
tinuing Ethiopian Millennium
Year and the Japan-Africa Ex-
change Year designated in con-
nection with the opening of TI-
CAD IV in Yokohama in May.

TICAD IV was attended b y
H.E. Prime Minister Meles
Zenawi, as well as high-ranking
representatives from many Af-
rican countries, international
organizations and private sec-
tors, to discuss measures to
shore up ‘‘A Vibrant Africa’’
and Japan as host pledged at
the conference various assis-
tance programs, including dou-
bling ODA to Africa, assistance
for doubling private invest-
ment to the region, and assis-
tance for the development of
water resources and agricul-
ture, etc.

Prime Minister Meles ener-
getically returned to Japan
again in July to attend the

Group of Eight Toyako summit
and played a big role represent-
ing Africa at the meeting. For-
mer Ambassador Kenjiro Izu-
mi, vice president of the associ-
ation, with our board members,
welcomed H.E. Tadesse Haile,
state minister of trade and in-
dustry, who visited Japan at the
invitation of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and they ex-
changed views on how to pro-
mote business opportunities be-
sides renewing their friendship.

Along with such develop-
ment efforts on a government
level, our activities have shown
another step of progress in cul-
tural and philanthropic as-
pects. With financial support
from The Japan Foundation
and the Asahi Shimbun Cultur-
al Foundation, the joint com-
mittee of the Ethiopian Embas-
sy, Millennium Committee and
association invited the Ethiopi-
an National Cultural Dance
Troupe to Japan in early No-
vember. To mark the closing of
the Ethiopian Millennium
Year, this major event became
a cultural highlight of the year.
Drawing great attention to
Ethiopia’s art heritage from
Japanese audiences, the tour
ended successfully thanks to
the generous and enthusiastic
cooperation of local sponsors in
Tokyo, Kawasaki, Yokohama,
Shinshiro, Aichi, and Kyoto, as
well as committee members
and volunteers.

Professor Riichi Miyake, a
director of our association,
served as chairman of the Ex-
ecutive Committee for the In-
ternational Symposium on
Cultural Heritage in Ethiopia

2008, and succeeded in donat-
ing a Japanese ‘‘kominka,’’ a
wooden house, in Ohda City, a
UNESCO World Heritage site
in Japan, to Gondar City, an-
other UNESCO World Heri-
tage site in Ethiopia. His tire-
less efforts to seek funds, and
solicit contributions from the
public and private sectors cul-
minated in the successful
transfer and erection of the
eco-friendly house.

I would like to commend
Yukihiko Naito and Takeshi
Kondo, directors of our associ-
ation, for their remarkable
work. Last year, Naito had a
total of 1,200 sets of threesome
desks, combined with chairs,
delivered to needy schoolchil-
dren in rural Ethiopia as part
of his lifetime project (he has
made 10 visits to the country
since 1972). Kondo was the in-
termediary for the donation of
500 sets of T-shirts and bags
from Nikkan Sports News to a
Cheshire center for disabled
children in the suburbs of Ad-
dis Ababa. Ambassador Kini-
chi Komano personally at-
tended the donation ceremo-
ny. I regret, however, that
space limitations do not allow
me to name the many other di-
rectors, members and volun-
teers who have greatly helped
the association’s fruitful pro-
grams.

In closing, I sincerely wish
Ethiopia and its people every
success, progress and pros-
perity. This association will
continue its endeavors to pro-
mote mutual friendship and
good will in the economic and
cultural fields.

A day to celebrate partnership,
Ethiopia’s historic transformation
Abdirashid Dulane
AMBASSADOR OF ETHIOPIA TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

It is a great pleasure and honor
on the 18th anniversary of our
National Day to convey on
behalf of the
government and
people of the
Federal Demo-
cratic Republic
of Ethiopia my
heartfelt, re-
spectful best
wishes to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
members of the Imperial fami-
ly, and the friendly government
and people of Japan.

May 28 marks a historic
milestone in the social, political
and economic transformation
of Ethiopia. It ushered in a new
era of peace, democratic dis-
pensation and development for
the first time in our history.
Long-standing conflicts that
ravaged our country for de-
cades have been resolved, and
durable peace and stability
have been ensured.

In the last 18 years, as en-
shrined in the constitution, the
fundamental rights of our peo-
ple have been fully recognized
and institutions of democratic
governance have been put in
place, which allowed our people
to fully exercise their demo-
cratic rights and actively par-
ticipate in the political process

of the country. Multiparty poli-
tics have been introduced, and
after three successful national,
regional and local legislative
elections, which saw the partic-
ipation of a wide range of politi-
cal parties, the country is well
prepared to hold its fourth legis-
lative elections next year. This
is a clear indication that the
democratic process in Ethio-
pia, although in its infancy, is
on a firm course and it is in-
creasingly gaining momentum.

May 28 also opened a new
chapter in the socioeconomic
development of our country. To
extricate our people from the
malaise of poverty and under-
development, our government
has charted the right develop-
ment path to bring about rapid
economic growth that benefits
all sections of society. The Mil-
lennium Development Goals
have been incorporated in our
development policies and strat-
egies. With the scaling up of ef-
forts to meet these goals in full
swing, it is gratifying to note
that the double-digit economic
growth registered for the last
five consecutive years has
brought about significant ad-
vances toward achieving the
MDGs. Sustaining this growth
pace in the years ahead would
undoubtedly lead us to join the
ranks of middle-income coun-
tries in the next two decades.

Therefore, as we commemo-
rate May 28, we draw pride and

satisfaction from the monu-
mental achievements that have
been made in terms of broaden-
ing the frontiers of democratic
governance and ensuring sus-
tained development over the
last 18 years since the EPRDF-
led government came to power.

As we celebrate this 18th an-
niversary, Ethiopia and Japan
have enjoyed a strong relation-
ship, and this relationship has
been further cemented with
high-level exchange visits be-
tween the leaderships of the two
sisterly countries. Japan has
been one of the leading develop-
ment partners of Ethiopia, and
I would like to seize this oppor-
tunity to express the deepest
appreciation of the people and
government of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethio-
pia for the generous assistance
provided by Japan to our coun-
try’s development endeavors.
It would be remiss of me to fail
to mention the Hidase, or Re-
naissance, Bridge, constructed
over the Nile gorge as a part of
the Addis Ababa-Gohatsion-De-
jen road project, with grant as-
sistance generously provided
by the Japanese government,
which was inaugurated by H.E.
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi
on Sept. 10, 2008. At the inaugu-
ration ceremony, Prime Minis-
ter Meles called the Hidase
Bridge a ‘‘living monument and
symbol of Ethio-Japanese
friendship.’’

In the realm of multilateral
cooperation, Ethiopia and Ja-
pan are also working closely
within the framework of TI-
CAD. I would like to commend
the unwavering commitment of
the Japanese government to
support African development.
This was amply demonstrated
by the Yokohama Declaration,
Action Plan and Follow-up
mechanism adopted at TICAD
IV in Yokohama last May. It
gives us great satisfaction to
note the progress that has so far
been made with regard to the
implementation of the Action
Plan, as affirmed by the Com-

munique of the first Ministerial
Follow-up Conference in Gabo-
rone, Botswana, in late March
2009, and the high-level partici-
pation of former Prime Minis-
ter Yasuo Fukuda, Foreign
Minister Hirofumi Nakasone
and Parliamentary Vice Minis-
ter Nobuhide Minorikawa.

In relation to the current fi-
nancial crisis and its impact on
Africa, following the communi-
que adopted at the Gaborone
conference, Prime Minister Ta-
ro Aso conveyed the viewpoint
of the conference to the Group
of 20 summit, once again reiter-
ating Japan’s firm commit-
ment to Africa and urged the in-
ternational community to fol-
low suit. It is to be recalled that,
beginning from the consulta-
tive meeting in London, Prime
Minister Meles has played an
exceptional role in represent-
ing Africa’s position at the G-20
summit in his capacity as the
chairperson of NEPAD by lob-
bying for additional resources
for the continent to help weath-
er the impact of the global fi-
nancial crisis. Ethiopia will
continue to work closely with
Japan with a view to realizing
the objectives of TICAD.

On the occasion of the cele-
bration of our National Day, we
cherish the excellent bilateral
relations between Ethiopia and
Japan, and look forward to the
further enhancement and con-
solidation of the multifaceted
ties existing between the two
sisterly countries in the years
ahead.

In terms of people-to-people
ties, the Ethiopian Cultural
Dance Troupe Tour Japan 2008
took place to celebrate the cul-
mination of Ethiopia’s Millenni-
um festivities and as a memori-
al to the Africa-Japan Ex-
change Year. The cultural
troupe, which consisted of 11
members, staged shows in
three places in Tokyo (Taka-
nawa, JICA Hiroo Plaza and
Asakusabashi), Kawasaki, Yo-
kohama, Kyoto and S h i n s h i r o
City (Aichi). Their shows, rep-

resenting the richness and di-
versity of the dances of the na-
tions, nationalities and peoples
of Ethiopia, were captivating
and hugely entertaining. Their
eye-catching costumes were
colorful and their dance
rhythms unique.

The Ethiopian Cultural
Dance Troupe Tour Japan
2008 was successful, and it
has greatly contributed to the
furtherance of the people-to-
people and overall relation-
ship of the two countries on
the cultural front. This was
highlighted by the presence
of Vice Minister Minorikawa,
who was the guest of honor
during their final show on
Ethiopian Night at JICA Hi-
roo Plaza.

The contributions of the
Ministry of Culture and Tour-
ism of the Federal Democrat-
ic Republic of Ethiopia, The
Japan Foundation, Ethiopian
National Theatre, Asahi Cul-
tural Foundation, Ethiopian
Airlines and the Ethiopian
Millennium 2000 Japan, in-

cluding the Ethiopian Associa-
tion of Japan, Mocha Dance
Group, former JOCV mem-
bers and a large number of
volunteers, were instrumental
in the success of the Ethiopian
Cultural Dance Troupe Tour
Japan 2008. We thank them all.

On this festive occasion, I
would like to commend the ex-
emplary and selfless role
played by the Japan-Ethiopia
Parliamentary Committee,
the Ethiopia Association of Ja-
pan, Mocha Ethiopia Dance
Group, my compatriots, and
other friends of Ethiopia in the
further advancement of the
relationship between the two
sisterly countries and their
peoples.

Finally, I would like to
thank The Japan Times and
the sponsors of this special
page — Toyota Tsusho Corp.,
Eagle Shipping Japan Ltd.,
Brooks Co. and the Queen She-
ba Restaurant — for giving me
this opportunity to address the
esteemed readers of this great
newspaper.

Building the future: (Above) The city of Addis Ababa (meaning
‘‘new flower’’) is the center of African diplomacy, hosting the
headquarters of the African Union and the U.N. Economic
Commission for Africa, and a burgeoning metropolis. (Below)
The Hidase (Renaissance) Nile Bridge, financed by a
Japanese government grant, was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi on Sept. 10, 2008, who called it ‘‘a
living monument and symbol of Ethio-Japanese
friendship.’’ ETHIOPIAN EMBASSY

Massive demonstration: Georgian opposition supporters
approach Saint Trinity Cathedral in Tbilisi during a protest
against President Mikhail Saakashvili on Tuesday. AFP-JIJI
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