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‘Tonight Show’ icon
McMahon dies at 86
OBITUARY
------------------------------------------

Los Angeles
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Ed McMahon, a fixture on
U.S. late-night television for 30
years as the sidekick for John-
ny Carson on NBC’s ‘‘The To-
night Show,’’ died Tuesday at
86 after battling a series of ill-
nesses in recent months.

The veteran TV personality
best known for his nightly in-
troduction of Carson in a deep,
booming voice with the drawn-
out line, ‘‘Heeeeeeere’s John-
ny!’’ died at a Los Angeles-ar-
ea hospital, and was immedi-
ately hailed by friends and for-
mer colleagues as an icon of
American popular culture.

‘‘He died early this morning
with his wife and loved ones by
his side,’’ his spokesman How-
ard Bragman said. McMahon
had been battling pneumonia,
among many other illnesses.

Outgoing, affable and pos-
sessing a robust, baritone
voice, McMahon began his ca-
reer with stints as a bingo cal-
ler, carnival barker and
boardwalk pitchman before
becoming a broadcast an-
nouncer and TV host.

Trained as a U.S. pilot dur-
ing World War II, he flew mis-
sions in Korea in the 1950s.

He went on to become one of
the most celebrated sidekicks
in TV history as Carson’s
right-hand man on ‘‘The To-
night Show’’ from 1962 to 1992,
when Carson retired as host.

The gregarious McMahon,
a frequent comic foil for the
Carson during ad-libbed ban-
ter at the top of the show, was
familiar even off camera for
his ‘‘Hi-oooooh!’’ and frequent
guffaws at Carson’s mono-
logue jokes, especially when a
punch line fell flat. Carson
died in 2005 at age 79.

‘‘Ed’s introduction of Johnny
was a classic broadcasting ritu-
al — reassuring and exciting.
Ed was a true broadcaster, and
an integral part of Johnny Car-
son’s ‘Tonight Show.’ We will
miss him,’’ talk show host Da-
vid Letterman said Tuesday.

McMahon’s signature intro-
duction of Carson endured as a
catch-phrase. Jack Nicholson’s
maniacal character in the 1980
movie thriller ‘‘The Shining’’ an-
nounced ‘‘Heeeeeeere’s John-
ny!‘‘ as he burst through a door
to attack his wife with an ax.

McMahon was a leading fig-
ure on several other TV shows,
too, including the talent show
‘‘Star Search’’ in the 1980s.

He was a longtime cohost of
Jerry Lewis’ annual telethon
benefiting the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association, and he be-
came well-known as the pre-
senter of the American Fami-
ly Publishing sweepstakes, as
well as a pitchman on numer-
ous TV commercials.

Lewis said McMahon was
‘‘a dear, dear friend. We were
always making jokes, crack-
ing each other up. . .  . It’s hard
to imagine doing the (tele-
thon) without him.’’

California Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger said Ameri-
ca had lost ‘‘one of its greatest
and most memorable televi-
sion personalities.’’

‘‘From ‘Star Search’ to the
30 years he spent in our living
rooms as an integral part of
the ‘Tonight Show,’ Ed
brought joy and laughter to
millions of Americans,’’
Schwarzenegger said.

McMahon made headlines a

year ago when he defaulted on
a $4.8 million mortgage on his
Beverly Hills mansion, al-
though he later found a buyer
and avoided foreclosure.

The star blamed his financial
woes on having broken his neck
about 18 months earlier, leav-
ing him unable to work. He also
sued Cedars-Sinai Medical Cen-
ter, accusing it of failing to di-
agnose the neck fracture and
botching two operations.

System failure tied to D.C. crash
Investigators focus on emergency brake,
computerized safeguards in aging train

Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

Investigators looking into the
deadly crash of two Metro
transit trains focused Tuesday
on why a computerized sys-
tem failed to halt an oncoming
train, and why the train failed
to stop even though the emer-
gency brake was pressed.

At the time of the crash, the
train also was operating in au-
tomatic mode, meaning it was
controlled primarily by com-
puter. In that mode, the opera-
tor’s main job is to open and
close the doors, and respond in
case of an emergency.

Debbie Hersman, an investi-
gator with the National Trans-
portation Safety Board, said it
was unclear whether the emer-
gency brake actually was e n -
gaged when Monday’s crash oc-
curred. The mushroom-shaped
button that activates it was
found pushed down in the oper-
ator’s compartment.

Hersman said it was not
clear when the button was
pressed or how it got that way.
She also cited evidence of brak-
ing on the train’s rotors, i n d i -
cating it was likely that the op-
erator tried to slow down.

The train plowed into a
stopped train ahead of it at the
height of the Monday evening
rush hour, killing nine people
and injuring more than 70. It was
the worst accident in the history
of the Washington Metro.

Crews spent Tuesday pull-
ing apart the trains’ wreckage
and searching for victims’
bodies. Authorities worked to
determine why the train’s
safeguards apparently did not
kick in.

‘‘That train was never sup-
posed to get closer than 1,200
feet (3,600 meters), period,’’
said Jackie Jeter, president of
a union that represents Metro
workers.

All Metro trains have since
been running on manual con-
trol as a precaution against
computer malfunction.

The cars in the moving train
were some of the oldest in the
transit network, dating to the
founding of the Metro system.

Federal officials had sought
to phase out the aging fleet be-
cause of safety worries, but
the transit system kept the old
trains running, saying it
lacked money for new cars.

Hersman said the NTSB
had warned in 2006 that the old
fleet should be replaced or ret-
rofitted to make it better able
to survive a crash.

Neither was done, she said,
which the NTSB considered
‘‘unacceptable.’’

Metro General Manager
John Catoe said the agency ex-
pected to receive proposals
‘‘over the next month or so’’ to
replace the old cars, but new
trains were still years away
from being installed. He insist-
ed the existing cars were safe.

This was not the first time
that Metro’s automated system
has been called into question.

In June 2005, Metro experi-
enced a close call because of
signal troubles in a tunnel un-
der the Potomac River. A train
operator noticed he was getting
too close to the train ahead of
him even though the system in-
dicated the track was clear. He
hit the emergency brake in
time, as did the operator of an-
other train behind him.

Shortly after that incident,
Metro attributed the problem
to a defective communica-
tions cable.

The signal relays that con-
trol trains were replaced after
a serious safety warning in

May 2000 by the Federal Rail-
road Administration. The
warning came after failed re-
lays were detected on the sys-
tem, formally known as the
Washington Metropolitan Ar-
ea Transit Authority.

The operator of the train
that barreled into the stopped
cars Monday was identified by
Metro officials as Jeanice Mc-
Millan, 42. McMillan was
hired in March 2007 as a bus
driver and was tapped to be-
come a train operator in De-
cember. Metro officials say
employees start as bus drivers
before moving to trains.

Investigators want McMil-
lan’s cell phone and texting re-
cords to determine whether
she was distracted before the
crash, Hersman said.

Safety officials also are in-
vestigating a passenger’s
statement that the train had
stopped briefly then started
again before the crash.

Iyesha Thomas, a Metro em-
ployee who worked with McMil-
lan, said McMillan would often
work the late shift. She did not
have a car and if she was un-
able to get a ride home, she
would sleep at Metro’s offices,
take the first train to her home
area and return to work later.

The crash occurred on the
red line near the District of Co-
lumbia-Maryland border, in
an area where higher train
speeds are common because
there is a longer distance be-
tween stops. Trains can go 88
to 94 kph, although it was un-
clear how fast the train that
crashed was traveling.

Show business: ‘‘TV’s Bloopers & Practical Jokes’’ cohosts
Dick Clark (left) and Ed McMahon pose for a publicity
photograph during the late 1980s. REUTERS

President Armando Emı́ lio
Guebuza of Mozambique

Industrial mettle: Mozal is the largest aluminum producer in Mozambique and the
second-largest in Africa. EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOZAMBIQUE

Mozambique national day

World-class destination: In 2009, Pemba Beach in northern
Mozambique was acclaimed as one of the 10 most beautiful
beaches in the world.

Peace, stability bring their own rewards
Daniel António
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC

OF MOZAMBIQUE TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On this auspicious occasion of
the 34th anniversary of the In-
dependence Day of Mozam-
bique, it is an honor for me
to convey my
warm and
heartfelt greet-
ings to Their
Imperial Maj-
esties Emperor
Akihito and
Empress Mi-
chiko, and my
best wishes for the happiness
and prosperity of the people
and government of Japan. I
would also like to take this op-
portunity to express my best
wishes to all my fellow Mo-
zambicans in Japan.

Since its independence in
1975, Mozambique has made
significant strides in building
and developing its economy,
and improving the quality of
life of its people. Macroeco-
nomic indicators over the last
15 years show significant im-
provement in economic
growth complemented by ad-
vances on human and social
fronts.

The course of Mozam-
bique’s high economic growth
rate was shaped by the vision
and leadership of President
Armando Emı́  lio Guebuza,
and the efforts of all Mozambi-
cans in their collective aspira-
tion to attain development and
eradicate poverty.

Needless to say, the latest
encouraging developments
have been made possible as a
result of peace, stability and
democracy prevailing in Mo-

zambique. Today it is there-
fore appropriate to pay a well-
deserved tribute to those Mo-
zambicans who sacrificed
their lives for a better Mozam-
bique.

On Oct. 28, 2009, the people
of Mozambique who are of vot-
ing age will be called upon, for
the fourth time since the Rome
General Peace Accord of 1992,
to elect the president of the re-
public, members of the Na-
tional Assembly as well as
members of the Provincial As-
semblies. The different demo-
cratic institutions in Mozam-
bique are exerting every ef-
fort to ensure that these
elections are fair, free and
transparent.

The country’s main policies
and strategies are also embed-
ded in the national long-term
vision, Agenda 2025, and in the
Midterm Government Five-
Year Program for the
2005-2009 period, along with
the operational plan PARPA
from 2006-2009. PARPA was
formulated after extensive
consultations with all sections
of society throughout the coun-
try. This plan has taken into
account the views and propos-
als of all stakeholders, includ-
ing the donors.

It sets out ways and means
to achieve a stronger and
more value-added economy
while substantially focusing
on socioeconomic issues, and
uplifting the quality of life for
all.

At the same time, this plan
is supported by deep and time-
ly reforms in public adminis-
tration aimed at improving
the services rendered to the
people of Mozambique by civil

servants and professionals.
Besides its conducive busi-

ness environment, Mozam-
bique is also known as a tourist
destination. The country has
regained its position at the
forefront of international tour-
ism, and it is once again one of
the most attractive and in-
triguing destinations in South-
ern Africa. This February, the
government of Mozambique
launched ‘‘Brand Mozam-
bique’’ as an instrument to
promote and market the coun-
try’s tourism potential. In
2008, Mozambique received
more than 1.52 million tourists
from all over the world who
were able to enjoy the coun-
try’s hospitality, famous
beaches, national parks and
unique cuisine.

In 2009, Pemba Beach in the
northern part of Mozambique
was acclaimed as one of the 10
most beautiful beaches in the
world. Gorongoza National
Park has officially ‘‘reopened’’
to tourists after benefiting
from the positive results of the
partnership between the gov-
ernment and the Carr Founda-
tion of the United States in
their joint efforts to return the
park to its past glory.

Last year a Center of Hemo-
dialysis was inaugurated at
the Central Hospital of Mo-
zambique in cooperation with
Tokushukai Medical Corp.
This important unit, which is
operated by Mozambican
medical professionals, is sav-
ing the lives of many people
and reducing the number of
patients sent abroad for renal
treatment.

The government of Japan
continues its concrete steps to
assist our government to fight

hunger and hardship by asso-
ciating it with the Coalition for
African Rice Development,
which aims to double rice pro-
duction in Mozambique and
other African countries in the
coming 10 years.

Agriculture continues to be
treated as the engine of Mo-
zambique’s economy. In this
sector enormous progress has
been observed essentially in
the production of maize, tea,
sugar, sesame, tropical fruits
and rice.

Mozambique continues to
enjoy excellent relations with
Japan. President Guebuza has
made two visits to Japan since
2007, during which a wide
range of bilateral issues of
mutual interest were dis-
cussed. Similarly, a regular
exchange of visits at the high-
est levels, at ministerial and
senior official levels has
forged a close working rela-
tionship between our two gov-
ernments, and other institu-
tions from both countries.

It is important to observe
that this scenario of a growing
relationship between the insti-
tutions of the two governments
is in line with the TICAD IV con-

ference commitments and rec-
ommendations, and its subse-
quent joint trade and invest-
ment mission, which visited the
Republic of Mozambique from
Sept. 2 to 4, 2008.

As a result, a number of Jap-
anese corporations have shown
great interest in participating
in the development of economic
infrastructures, mining and en-
ergy resources, and other do-
mains.

Let me take this opportunity
to salute and commend the Jap-
anese corporations operating in
Mozambique, and those who
are creating conditions to do so.
Mozambique and Japan share
large potential for cooperation,
taking into account the huge
natural resources that Mozam-
bique has, such as natural gas,
minerals and oil exploration.
Mozambique can become o n e
of Japan’s most relevant part-
ners provided that it gets full
access to the Japanese market,
technologies and investments.

Lastly, I would like to con-
clude by thanking The Japan
Times for granting me the op-
portunity to address and greet
your esteemed readers on this
occasion.
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