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Sanford affair gives GOP more heartbreak
Republican governor’s dalliance
hits party’s ‘home-spun values’

ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Mark Z. Barabak
Los Angeles
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

Gov. Mark Sanford’s extra-
marital excursion to Latin
America is just the latest — al-
beit the most lurid — in a se-
ries of setbacks that have
plagued Republicans as they
struggle to recast the party
and promote a new generation
of national leaders.

Over the past few months,
several touted GOP presiden-
tial prospects have fallen
away, leaving Republicans in-
creasingly adrift at a time
when voter surveys show the
party in possibly the worst
shape since Watergate.

Even more unfortunate for
the GOP, the latest revela-
tions involved personal moral-
ity. In just over a week, sex
scandals have sidelined two
candidates mentioned in the
runup to 2012: Nevada Sen.
John Ensign and, now, San-
ford, the South Carolina gov-
ernor who owned up Wednes-
day to an affair with ‘‘a dear,
dear friend from Argentina.’’

‘‘This is a very disturbing
trend that some of their lead-
ers can’t abide by some of the
values they as a party used to
esteem, or should esteem,’’
said David Woodard, a Repub-

lican consultant and political
science professor at South
Carolina’s Clemson Universi-
ty. He said the political fallout
could be particularly severe in
the South, the GOP’s most im-
portant bastion.

One of the oddest political
episodes in memory — the
case of the missing governor
— ended in a nationally tele-
vised news conference that
played like a soap opera. A
tearful and rambling Sanford,
absent his wife and four sons,
confessed his infidelity and
admitted to a whirlwind trip to
Buenos Aires to meet his lov-
er.

He led staff members to be-
lieve he was alone over Fa-
ther’s Day weekend, clearing
his head by hiking the Appala-
chian Trail, and that is the sto-
ry they made public.

Sanford, 49, was conserva-
tive on social issues, but his
niche was in the business and
economic wing of the party.
He was extravagant in his per-
sonal parsimony — Sanford
slept in his office while in Con-
gress to avoid paying rent —
and built a national reputation
in recent months by refusing
to accept the federal money
provided to South Carolina in
President Barack Obama’s
economic stimulus package.
(He backed down after losing
a court fight.)

As of Wednesday, however,
Sanford’s political career ap-
peared to be over, with noth-
ing left beyond his remaining
time in office. He said he
would resign as head of the Re-
publican Governors’ Associa-
tion, surrendering a national
platform and following the ex-
ample of Ensign, who last
week quit his leadership post
in Congress after admitting an
affair with a former staffer.

On Wednesday, a watchdog
group filed a complaint with
the Senate Ethics Committee,
alleging Ensign broke Senate
rules by failing to report a sev-
erance payment to the wom-
an.

Sex scandals are nothing
new in politics and hardly con-
fined to one party. Democratic
presidential hopeful John Ed-
wards confessed last year to
an extramarital affair, and

President Bill Clinton was im-
peached for lying about his
sexual dalliance with a White
House intern. But Republi-
cans invite greater retribu-
tion, given the GOP’s reputa-
tion as the party of personal
responsibility and home-spun
values.

‘‘That sort of sets them up
for a harder fall,’’ Woodard
said.

Still, some cautioned

against drawing broad conclu-
sions from the back-to-back
sex scandals or attempting to
score partisan points as a re-
sult of any personal missteps.

‘‘There is plenty of human
frailty to go around when it
comes to this kind of story,’’
said Q. Whitfield Ayres, a
GOP pollster who specializes
in Southern politics.

‘‘Is it an embarrassment for
Republicans? Yes it is,’’ said
Charlie Cook, an independent
analyst and publisher of the
nonpartisan Cook Political
Report. ‘‘But in the scheme of
things, what’s going on with
the economy, what’s going on
with the deficit, what’s going
on with health care and cli-
mate change is going to be
much more important.’’

That said, a political party
is more than a set of policy po-
sitions. Its flesh and blood is
its leadership and Republi-
cans have yet to find anyone
who can stand up to Obama on
a national stage and win broad
favor.

One of the first to try, Loui-
siana Gov. Bobby Jindal, de-
livered a widely panned re-
sponse to Obama’s State of the
Union address, curbing seri-
ous talk of a White House bid.
Sen. Mitch McConnell of Ken-
tucky and Rep. John Boehner
of Ohio, the party’s respective
leaders in Congress, have had
some success fighting Obama
on Capitol Hill. But neither ap-
pears to be presidential mate-
rial, nor have they expressed
any interest in running.

U.S. governor’s career launched by wife he betrayed
Columbia S.C.
AP

------------------------------------------

When South Carolina Gov.
Mark Sanford cheated on his
wife, he also betrayed his top
political adviser.

First lady Jenny Sanford
told the world in a statement
Wednesday that she had sent
her husband packing nearly 15
years after she launched his
political career.

Mark Sanford apologized to
her and their four sons at a
tearful press conference
where he admitted a yearlong
affair with a friend in Argenti-
na whom he had visited on a
secret trip.

His wife said in her own
statement later that she

kicked him out of the house
two weeks ago and asked him
not to speak to her while she
tried to come to grips with his
infidelity.

It was an abrupt and stun-
ning — even if temporary —
split for a couple who helped
shape the state’s political
landscape.

During Mark Sanford’s first
gubernatorial campaign in
2002, Jenny ran the show from
the basement of their Sulli-
vans Island beach house while
he fretted as the wind blew his
charts off of tripods during
outdoor press conferences.

They are more thrifty than
glamorous: She shops at Wal-
Mart and he has been known to
wear a frayed blue blazer.

She’s reserved; he’s mildly
harried and sometimes stum-
bles over words. She stays
mostly out of the spotlight; he
doesn’t much like the crowds it
brings, slipping unnoticed into
some of the state’s biggest Re-
publican gatherings.

Jenny Sanford is a million-
aire whose family fortune
comes from the Skil Corp.
power tool company. Through
her husband’s three U.S.
House of Representatives
campaigns and first race for
governor, she helped him pull
a wagon he and the boys built
on parade routes across the
state.

Their sons had mostly out-
grown it by the time Mark San-
ford ran for a second and final

term in as governor in 2006,
and Jenny Sanford let him hire
a professional consultant, al-
though she still called most of
the shots. Since Mark Sanford
first took office in 2003, Jenny
has been a regular at morning
meetings with top staff.

Observers noted she hasn’t
been seen as much lately, but
it was clear from Wednesday’s
developments that she has
been managing her side of the
house.

‘‘When I found out about my
husband’s infidelity I worked
immediately to first seek rec-
onciliation through forgive-
ness, and then to work dili-
gently to repair our mar-
riage,’’ she said in a release.
‘‘We reached a point where I

felt it was important to look
my sons in the eyes and main-
tain my dignity, self-respect,
and my basic sense of right
and wrong. I therefore asked
my husband to leave two
weeks ago.’’

She said she loves him and
has tried to be the best wife she
can during nearly 20 years of
marriage.

Mark Sanford said he wants
to reconcile with his wife. His
spokesman said he has no
plans to resign. And Jenny
Sanford said Wednesday the
couple still has a shot regard-
less of what happens to her
husband’s political career.

‘‘I believe Mark has earned
a chance to resurrect our mar-
riage,’’ she said.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

U.S. cracks huge health care scam
Washington THE WASHINGTON POST

The Justice Department on Wednesday unsealed criminal
indictments against 53 people for allegedly bilking the Medicare
system, the latest step in a wide-ranging effort to prevent fraud
that costs the federally funded health program billions each year.

Federal agents arrested dozens of people in Miami and
Detroit for allegedly submitting Medicare claims for $50 million
in treatments that were unneeded and sometimes never
provided, authorities said.

The indictments returned by a grand jury in Detroit focus
mostly on costly HIV-AIDS infusion drugs and physical and
occupational therapy. Authorities filed criminal charges
against patients, doctors, medical assistants and company
owners who allegedly played complicit roles in the fraud
schemes. Prosecutors are seeking forfeiture of the criminal
proceeds and restitution to the Medicare program.

Russia annuls Politkovskaya verdicts
Moscow AFP-JIJI

Russia’s supreme court Thursday annulled innocent verdicts
handed in February to all suspects in the murder of
investigative journalist Anna Politkovskaya and ordered a new
trial. A jury in February acquitted four men, none of whom had
been charged with shooting the reporter in an apparent contract
killing at her Moscow apartment building on Oct. 7, 2006.

Rights groups have long criticized Russia’s failure to bring to
justice the killers of Politkovskaya, who had been critical of
Vladimir Putin, who was president at the time and is now prime
minister. Three of the suspects had been charged with assisting
in the murder, while another was accused of extortion in another
aspect of the case.

A lawyer for the Politkovskaya family, Anna Stavitskaya,
said they did not support the annulment of the verdicts. ‘‘They
were completely in agreement with the acquittal verdicts . . .
and we think there is no foundation for their annulment,’’ she
told the RIA Novosti news agency.

Despite lasting three months, the original trial failed to shed
any significant light on the circumstances of the killing.

33% of ocean sharks face extinction
Paris AFP-JIJI

A third of the world’s open water sharks — including the great
white and hammerhead — face extinction, according to a major
conservation survey released Thursday.

Species hunted on the high seas are particularly at risk, with
more than half in danger of dying out, reported the Shark Specialist
Group at the International Union for the Conservation of Nature.

The main culprit is overfishing. Sharks are prized for their
meat, and in Asia especially for their fins, a prestige food
thought to convey health benefits. The survey of 64 species of
open-water sharks — the most comprehensive ever done —
comes days before an international meeting on tuna fisheries
that could potentially play a role in shark conservation.

Bombings in Baghdad kill scores
Baghdad THE WASHINGTON POST, AFP-JIJI, AP

A bomb killed more than 75 people Wednesday night at a market
in Sadr City, Baghdad’s main Shiite neighborhood, casting doubt
on the readiness of Iraq’s security forces to keep a latent
insurgency in check. The explosives were concealed under
vegetables in a parked three-wheeled motorcycle.

The blast happened six days before the June 30 deadline for
U.S. troops to retreat from urban outposts, the first of three
withdrawal deadlines under a security agreement.

The attack, the deadliest in Sadr City in a year, came just
days after the U.S. military closed its outposts in the area at the
government’s insistence.

On Thursday, at least seven people were killed and 31
wounded when two bombs went off within hours of each other at
a bus station in Baghdad, security officials said.

Better days: South Carolina
Gov. Mark Sanford and his
wife, Jenny, attend a White
House dinner hosted by
President Barack Obama in
February. AP

Repentant Republican: Gov. Mark Sanford wipes his tears after admitting to an extramarital
affair at a news conference in Columbia, S.C., on Wednesday. AP

Madagascar marks 49th independence anniversary
Every June 26, Madagascar
and its people celebrate the
anniversary of the country’s
independence.

Madagascar, in the Indian
ocean, is a founding member
of the African Union, it is the
world’s 46th-largest country
and the fourth-largest island.
It is slightly bigger than
France, which ruled the island
from 1896 to 1960.

Madagascar’s population is
predominantly of mixed Asian
and African origin. Research
suggests that the island was
uninhabited until Indonesian
seafarers arrived in roughly
the first century, probably by
way of Southern India and
East Africa. Subsequent mi-
grations from the Pacific and
Africa further consolidated
this original mixture, and 18
separate tribal groups

emerged.
Madagascar has world-

class tourism assets and high
potential for development in
the sector because of its biodi-
versity, wildlife and long
coastline. Its long isolation
from neighboring continents
has resulted in a unique mix of
plants and animals, many
found nowhere else in the
world; some ecologists refer
to Madagascar as the ‘‘eighth
continent.’’

Of the 10,000 plant species
on Madagascar, 90 percent
are indigenous to the island.
Madagascar shelters a signifi-
cant portion of the world’s nat-
ural heritage. In 1985, there

were two national parks in
Madagascar, today there are
over 14.

Montagne d’Ambreis Na-
tional Park, on the northern-
most tip, offers a splendid ar-
ray of waterfalls, lush forests
and seven lemur species, in-
cluding the fork-marked le-
mur, which is endemic to the
park. It is one of the island’s
most visited attractions. Lush
forest covers a large portion of
the park and over 70 species of
birds have been observed
there.

National Park Tsingy of Be-
m araha, a UNESCO World
Heritage site, is a vast area of
limestone pinnacles, formed

by wind and water over hun-
dreds of years. The bluish for-
est of peaks and sharp-edged
stones preserves some of the
most unique flora and fauna in
the world.

National Park of Mananar-
a - Nord contains some of the

last-surviving lowland rain
forests in Madagascar. The
park also offers a great oppor-
tunity to experience rural
Malagasy culture as it is locat-
ed in a secluded rural area.

The eastern, or windward
side of the island, is home to

tropical rain forests while the
western and southern sides,
which lie in the shadow of the
central highlands, are home to
tropical dry forests, thorn for-
ests, and deserts and scrub-
lands.

Agriculture, including fish-

eries and forestry, is a main-
stay of the economy, account-
ing for more than one-fourth of
gross domestic product and
employing 80 percent of the
population.

Major exports are coffee,
vanilla (Madagascar is the
world’s largest producer and
exporter), sugar cane, cloves,
cocoa, rice, cassava (tapio-
ca), beans, bananas, peanuts
and livestock products. Ex-
ports of apparel have boomed

in recent years primarily due
to duty-free access to the Unit-
ed States.

Madagascar’s ongoing po-
litical crisis has impacted the
economy and the tourism sec-
tor in particular.

Travelers are recommended
to monitor the latest security
conditions in Madagascar. The
current travel advice from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Japan can be found at
www.mofa.go.jp/anzen

Madagascar in brief

Area: 587,000 sq. km
Government: Republic
Capital: Antananarivo
Climate: Tropical with two seasons, dry from

April to December and rainy from January to
March. Average temperature is 21 C in the
highlands and 29.5 C on the coast.

Population: 20,653,556 (2009 est.)
Population growth: 3 percent (2009 est.)
Ethnic groups: 18 Malagasy tribes; small

groups of Comorans, French, Indians and
Chinese

Religions: Traditional beliefs 52 percent,
Christian 41 percent, Muslim 7 percent

Official languages: Malagasy, French and
English

Life expectancy: 62.89 years (2009 est.)
Literacy rate: 68.9 percent (2003)
GDP: $9.729 billion (2008)
GDP growth: 7 percent (2008)
Inflation rate: 8.2 percent (2008)

Homegrown: Seven of the world’s nine species of baobab are found only in Madagascar. Some
of the trees are more than 1,000 years old. The Western part of the island is their home and the
most famous photographed spot is ‘‘Baobab Lane (Allee des Baobabs)’’ in Morondava.
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