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Governor fleeing attacks at home: analysts

Palin quit post
to keep control
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Philip Rucker
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

Why did Sarah Palin step
down? Theories abound. But
some of the people closest to
the Alaska governor say she
wanted to regain control of a
political script that slipped out
of her hands the moment she
burst onto the national stage.

She also wanted to shield
herself and her family from
the attacks that seem to have
been aimed permanently at
them since Arizona Sen. John
McCain announced her as his
running mate, according to
some former campaign aides
and other advisers who speak
regularly with Palin or her
husband, Todd.

The Palin who stood outside
her lakefront home in Wasilla,
Alaska, on Friday to surren-
der her term with 18 months
remaining appeared vulnera-
ble and anything but the pug-
nacious hockey mom and com-
bative candidate who Ameri-
cans came to either adore or
admonish. The woman who
said she would never blink
suddenly tired of what she
deemed the ‘‘superficial,
wasteful political blood
sport.’’ So she quit.

Yet Palin’s vulnerability
masks her firepower, ambi-
tion and strong will, advisers
said. Not one to fit comfort-
ably into convention — and not
comfortable being a victim,
either — Palin spoke Friday
as if she was rolling the dice
and betting on herself. She
presented herself as a game-
changer stepping onto a stage
of her own making.

What that stage may be re-
mained the big question loom-
ing over national politics at
the weekend, and advisers
said she is truly undecided
about running for president in
2012, or ever. But for the first
time she recently solicited
money for her political action
committee.

And Saturday she strongly
suggested that she intends to
remain a player in national
politics. ‘‘I’ve never thought I
needed a title before one’s
name to forge progress in
America,’’ Palin wrote in a
message to supporters on her
Facebook page. ‘‘I am now
looking ahead and how we can
advance this country together
with our values of less govern-
ment intervention, greater en-
ergy independence, stronger
national security, and much-
needed fiscal restraint.’’

What is certain, however, is
that Palin has tired of being
governor — of working with a
legislature increasingly intent
on blocking her agenda, of
commuting 41/2 hours from
Wasilla to the state Capitol in
Juneau, of watching her fami-
ly be tabloid fodder.

This spring, as Palin was
weighing whether to run for
re-election in 2010, she turned
to John Coale, a prominent
Washington lawyer. He had
helped her establish a political
action committee and has be-
come her political adviser of
sorts.

‘‘She asked me, ‘Well, what
do you think all this is? Why
are all these people attacking
me?’ ’’ Coale said. ‘‘I said to
her, ‘Look, that’s what hap-
pens. They did it to Hillary
(Rodham Clinton) and Hillary
just pushed through it. It’s not
going to really stop. . .  . You
just have to ignore it and move
on.’ ’’

But, Coale added, ‘‘she
couldn’t ignore the hits on the
kids. She said, ‘It brought out
the mama grizzly in me.’ She
acted like a mother grizzly
bear when her cubs were be-
ing attacked.’’

Palin’s rise has been well
chronicled. She was a first-
term governor whose previous
political experience was as
mayor of a city of 9,700 when
she received the call on her
cell phone from McCain.

She was suddenly thrust in-
to the volatile world of nation-
al politics, eliciting as much
animosity as praise. She made
her debut before 30,000
screaming supporters at the
Republican National Conven-
tion, announced her teenage
daughter’s pregnancy, stum-
bled through an interview with
Katie Couric and saw her cari-
cature go viral through paro-
dies by comedian Tina Fey.

‘‘I just don’t think that most

people on planet Earth experi-
ence that, and I don’t think
that anybody can really even
try to imagine that,’’ said Joe
Balash, one of Palin’s top gu-
bernatorial aides. He added:
‘‘I’ve never seen her start to
buckle or fold. She’s always
had a pretty amazing resilien-
cy, and her ability to juggle all
that she has and does is some-
thing pretty rare and pretty
special.’’

With the campaign behind

her, Palin flew to Washington
in January to build the founda-
tion for a career independent
of McCain’s, and to try to re-
store a reputation that was
damaged by her own missteps
and when McCain aides criti-
cized her.

Fred Malek, McCain’s na-
tional finance chairman and a
Palin booster, threw a party at
his McLean, Va., home. There
she hobnobbed with the likes

of California Democratic Sen.
Dianne Feinstein, former Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Al-
bright and former Federal Re-
serve Chairman Alan Green-
span.

The next night, Palin was
Malek’s guest at the Alfalfa
Club dinner, an annual gather-
ing of the Beltway elite, where
Malek said she was ‘‘a star. . . .
She was very popular, a lot of
people wanted to meet her, she
was gracious and came away

feeling really good for all the
right reasons.’’

Palin returned to Alaska en-
couraged, Malek and other ad-
visers said, but her popularity
back home was falling.

She soon became viewed as
not interested in her state’s is-
sues, and critics blamed her
for focusing too much on her
national reputation, Alaska
political leaders said.

About 15 ethics complaints
were filed against her or her
office, costing the state nearly
$300,000 and her family about
$500,000 in legal expenses.
Some allies in Juneau turned
against her.

‘‘The way she decided to exit
from state politics was sur-
prising, but everybody knew
she had essentially checked
out a year ago,’’ said Les Gara,
a Democratic state represen-
tative who partnered with Pal-
in on issues of tax reform and
energy before the campaign
but is now a political opponent.

‘‘Everything became about
her instead of state issues. She
had a choice between personal
fame and state policy, and it
became personal fame 24

hours a day since she got bit by
the national bug.’’

Another reason Palin decid-
ed to leave office is her income
potential, advisers said. As
governor, she earns $125,000,
and Todd Palin, an oil produc-
tion operator and commercial
fisherman, took home about
$86,000 (not counting $5,600 for
winning the Iron Dog snowmo-
bile race), according to her
latest financial disclosure.

Palin told the Anchorage
Daily News that her legal debt
was at least $500,000 and that
she was thinking of creating a
defense fund to pay the bills.
‘‘Obviously, we cannot afford
to personally pay these bills,’’
she said.

She agreed to a book con-
tract, the terms of which have
been kept secret, and when
she leaves office could begin
amassing a small fortune on
the speaking circuit. One ad-
viser said she could net at
least $60,000 a speech.

Most of all, people close to
Palin said, the governor feels
relieved that her title will soon
be gone — and with it, she
hopes, the scrutiny.

After ‘King of Pop,’
a throne lies empty
In digital age,
artists unlikely to
sell 750 million
albums again

Los Angeles
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The tributes to Michael Jack-
son have been vast, global —
and may never happen for a
musician again. In an age of
iPods and ‘‘American Idol,’’
the concept of a pop superstar
has irrevocably changed.

To be sure, there are plenty
of living musicians — Bono,
Bob Dylan, Mick Jagger, Ma-
donna and Paul McCartney
come to mind — whose deaths
would be mourned by fans
around the world.

But music insiders wonder
whether anyone will ever have
the sheer hold on global pop
culture as Jackson, who sold
750 million albums, virtually
defined the music video age
and whose death made front
pages in all but a dozen coun-
tries.

‘‘Michael Jackson is not just
the ‘King of Pop,’ but the last
king of pop,’’ said the Scottish
songwriter, author and blog-
ger Nick Currie, who per-
forms as Momus. He pointed
to the rise of digital culture,
which has fragmented music
consumers into small, target-
ed audiences.

‘‘Then there’s the question
of the sheer rarity of Jackson’s
combination of talents, his
neurotic work drive and his ec-
centricity. Lightning like that
takes a long time to strike
twice,’’ Momus said.

Scott Plagenhoef, editor in
chief of Pitchfork, the influen-
tial Chicago-based online mu-
sic magazine, said the music
industry was already floun-
dering before Jackson but was
propped up by his seminal 1982
‘‘Thriller’’ album and the ad-
vent of compact discs and mu-
sic videos.

‘‘But now with things like
cable and satellite television,
DVDs and video games, there
are just so many entertain-
ment options,’’ Plagenhoef
said. ‘‘Music doesn’t seem to
have that central hold on
youth and pop culture.’’

Sites such as Pitchfork now
link fans with musicians, who
can achieve fame — at least
for a niche — without as much
shaking hands and self-pro-
motion bemoaned by genera-
tions of embittered songwrit-
ers.

The hugely popular televi-
sion series ‘‘American Idol’’ —
along with the British original
‘‘Pop Idol’’ and dozens of inter-
national spinoffs — has taken
the democratization of music
to a new level, letting the pub-
lic vote on a star.

‘‘There is way less mystery
and mystique with pop stars
than there was in Michael
Jackson’s time,’’ Plagenhoef
said.

But Jerry Del Colliano, a
professor on the music indus-
try at the University of South-
ern California, said the world
will always produce stars — it
just may be trickier to find a
way to define them.

While no one will match
Jackson’s 750 million album
sales figure, such a yardstick
is irrelevant when fans can
download music for free, he
said.

‘‘If the Michael Jackson of
‘Thriller’ came back from the
dead, he would not be able to
sell CDs, because that’s over,’’
Del Colliano said. ‘‘Records
are dead, CDs are dead and le-
gal downloads are dying,’’ he
said. ‘‘But let’s push that aside
— would there be another Mi-

chael Jackson? Absolutely.’’
Del Colliano predicted a fu-

ture superstar would emerge
from the world of social net-
working Web sites such as
Facebook and MySpace.

‘‘It reminds me of the Olym-
pics. We always say we can’t
do any better,’’ Del Colliano
said. ‘‘But there will always be
an icon who has musical talent
above all the rest of them,
even if we change how it’s de-
livered.’’

Momus, however, believes
that social networking may
have the opposite effect.

He said the world may be
headed back to what celebrat-
ed sociologist Pierre Bourdieu
found in 1960s France — white-
collar workers preferred high-
brow classical music, while
manual laborers listened to
cheap pop.

‘‘A few decades later, post-
modern consumer culture had
leveled that, at least superfi-
cially: Now, people with col-
lege degrees spoke about Mi-
chael Jackson ‘intelligently,’
people from lower-class back-
grounds spoke about him ‘pas-
sionately.’ But everybody
spoke about him,’’ Momus said.

The beat goes on: A Michael Jackson look-alike and other
fans commemorate his death in Brussels on Saturday. AFP-JIJI

Independence day: Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin and her daughter, Bristol (left), watch the Fourth of
July parade as her husband, Todd, takes care of their son Trig and Bristol’s son Tripp in
Juneau, Alaska, on Saturday. AP

President Bingu Wa Mutharika

Malawi independence day

The attacks on her children were something Palin
could not ignore. ‘She said, ‘‘It brought out the
mama grizzly in me,’’ ’ said Washington lawyer
and quasi-adviser John Coale.

Malawi on the path to development and prosperity
Roosevelt L. Gondwe
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC

OF MALAWI TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On July 6 each year, Malawi
celebrates the anniversary of
its indepen-
dence. On this
45th anniversa-
ry celebration,
I would like to
express, on be-
half of the pres-
ident, H.E.
Ngwazi Dr.
Bingu wa Mutharika, the gov-
ernment and the people of Ma-
lawi, our warm greetings to
Their Imperial Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, the government and
the people of Japan, and thank
them for their continuing
friendship. I also wish to ex-
tend our best wishes to the
very small Malawi communi-
ty in Japan.

Malawi congratulates Ja-
pan for organizing the first
TICAD IV Ministerial
Follow-up meeting in Bot-
swana on March 21 and 22 this
year, and the fifth Africa-
Asia Business Forum in
Uganda from June 15 to 17, as
follow-up to the successful

TICAD IV conference, which
was held in May 2008 in Yoko-
hama.

Malawi held parliamenta-
ry and presidential elections
on May 19, in which the ruling
party, namely, the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party,
won 137 seats in the 193-mem-
ber parliament and the presi-
dent was re-elected to a sec-
ond term. The elections were
peaceful, free and fair, and
the result a true reflection of
the will of the people of Mala-
wi.

The president was sworn in
on May 22, 2009, and on June
23, he addressed the newly
constituted parliament, de-
scribing Malawi as an eco-
nomic miracle that was mov-
ing from poverty to prosperi-
ty through economic policies
whose main thrust is to bring
about prosperity through
economic growth within a
stable political and macro-
economic environment. As a
result, Malawi has success-
fully achieved low inflation,
low interest rates and stable
exchange rates. Malawi’s
economic performance con-
tinues to be remarkable and
in 2008, growth in real gross

domestic product was 9.7 per-
cent, compared to 8.6 percent
in 2007. The economy experi-
enced a stable exchange rate
and a single-digit inflation
rate of 8.7 percent.

Malawi is not immune to
the ongoing financial and
economic crisis. The coun-
try, in the medium and long
term, may experience some
adverse impacts of the eco-
nomic turmoil, but the gov-
ernment will implement
broad-based and holistic
strategies to respond to the
crisis, and minimize the ad-
verse effects on the economy.

Malawi realized impres-
sive agricultural output in
2008/2009 as a result of imple-
menting the Input Subsidy
Program. Maize production
was 3.77 million metric tons,
representing a 36 percent in-
crease from the previous
year’s production estimates,
and showed a surplus of 1.32
million metric tons after tak-
ing into account our national
maize requirement.

Surplus output was also
registered in other food crops
such as cassava, sweet pota-
toes, groundnuts and pulses,
including soybeans. The gov-
ernment will continue to im-
plement the program for food
production in the 2009/2010
season. To reduce the coun-
try’s overdependence on
rain-fed agriculture, the gov-
ernment will implement the
Green Belt Irrigation
scheme, which will bring up
to 1 million hectares of land
along Lake Malawi and sur-
rounding rivers under irriga-
tion systems to enhance pro-
duction of a variety of crops,
including rice and maize.

With support from the Ja-
pan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA), the Ma-

lawi government continued
to implement the One Vil-
lage, One Product program
in 2008/2009 to promote value
addition of local products and
enhance infrastructure de-
velopment to stimulate rural
enterprises. Currently, there
are 32 active registered
groups producing more than
25 products.

Malawi embarked on a na-
tionwide infrastructure reha-
bilitation program for roads,
rural electrification, health
services infrastructure, and
girls’ hostels and teachers’
houses in secondary schools.

Malawi is becoming a com-
petitive investment destina-
tion in Africa. With regard to
mining, there are new unfold-
ing opportunities for interna-
tional investors. Recently, a
uranium mine was commis-
sioned in the Karonga dis-
trict. A feasibility study is un-
der way for a multielement
deposit of nobium, tantalum,
zircon and uranium in the
Mzimba district. Another
feasibility study is being car-
ried out in the Balaka and
Mangochi districts for the
production of lime and ce-
ment.

There has been significant
growth in investment in the
manufacturing sector for cot-
ton, timber, cloth, sugar, to-
bacco and plastic ware.

Malawi’s external trade
performance has been en-
couraging lately as more of
its commodities were export-
ed than in the past. The gov-
ernment will therefore con-
tinue to implement policies
aimed at diversifying ex-
ports through the promotion
of nontraditional commodi-
ties, including paprika, hon-
ey, macadamia nuts, handi-
crafts and cassava.

Malawi is a peaceful coun-
try, and continues to be the
‘‘Warm Heart of Africa,’’
boasting of beautiful tourist
destinations, which include
Mount Mulanje, the third-
highest peak in Africa at over
3,000 meters above sea level;
Lake Malawi, the third-larg-
est freshwater lake in Africa;
many national parks and
game reserves; and histori-
cal and cultural sites.

In conclusion, Malawi
thanks the government and
people of Japan for their sup-
port in our development ef-
forts, and looks forward to

further cooperation and pos-
sibilities of expanding areas
of cooperation in the years

ahead. Long live the friend-
ship between Malawi and Ja-
pan.
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