Pakistan iIndependence day

Present-day ties have ancient roots

Noor Muhammad Jadmani
AMBASSADOR OF PAKISTAN

On the occasion of the 62nd an-
niversary of Pakistan’s inde-
pendence, I extend most cor-
dial and warm
greetings to
Their Imperial
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito
and Empress
Michiko, as
well as to the
government
and people of Japan, on behalf
of the government and people
of Pakistan, and on my own
behalf.

On this occasion, I also con-
gratulate all members of the

Pakistani community living in
Japan.

The emergence of Pakistan
on Aug. 14,1947, as a sovereign
state was the result of a long
and arduous struggle by the
Muslims of South Asia under
the great leadership of Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah. Today, we pay homage to
this great leader, his col-
leagues, and all freedom fight-
ers and workers of the Paki-
stan Movement.

The people of Pakistan and
its political leadership have
collectively made great sacri-
fices for the restoration of de-
mocracy in the country. For-
mer Prime Minister Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto

Religious icon: Set against the Margalla Hills, Faisal Mosque

dominates the Islamabad skyline.

EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN

Prime Minister of Pakistan
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani

laid down her life in the strug-
gle against terrorism, and for
the restoration of democracy
and the rule of law in Paki-
stan.

Pakistan today is a strong
country with democratic dis-
pensation. It has a developed
political culture, effectively
functioning state security insti-
tutions, independent judiciary,
vibrant media, dynamic civil
society and 170 million resolute
people. The people of Pakistan
are predominantly moderate.
The overwhelming majority re-
jects militancy and extremism.

Pakistan and Japan share an
ancient common heritage. The
great Buddhist civilization be-

President of Pakistan Asif Ali
Zardari

gan its outward journey from
Pakistan. Many renowned em-
issaries who went to China, and
later to Japan and other coun-
tries carrying the teachings of
the Buddha were graduates of
Taxila University. The ancient
heritages provide a historical
underpinning to Pakistan-Ja-
pan ties, which have, over the
years, blossomed into an im-
portant and substantial rela-
tionship.

Pakistan regards Japan as a
good friend and strong develop-
ment partner. We deeply value
our relations with the people
and government of this great
country. Our countries enjoy
deep-rooted cordial relations

Congratulations
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Founder of Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah

characterized by mutual un-
derstanding, a cooperative
spirit, and identity of views on
most international political and
economic issues. We are grate-
ful to the government of Japan
for hosting the important meet-
ings of Friends of Democratic
Pakistan and the Donors’ Con-
ference in April, and also for
the generous pledge of $1 bil-
lion.

Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations between
Pakistan and Japan in April
1952, bilateral relations have
progressed steadily. This rela-
tionship is being expanded
through institutional mecha-
nisms such as annual high-level
policy consultation, security di-
alogue, consultation on disar-
mament and nonproliferation,

counterterrorism cooperation
and economic policy dialogue.
Japan’s Country Assistance
Program for Pakistan
(2005-2010) declares “construc-
tion and development of a sus-
tainable society in Pakistan” as
the medium- and long-term
goal of Japanese ODA. Japanis
one of the largest investors in
Pakistan. The major sectors of
Japanese investment are auto-
mobiles, finance and power.

I would like to end my mes-
sage by expressing my sincere
wishes for the continued pros-
perity of the people of Japan,
and my ardent hope that the
friendly and cooperative rela-
tions between Pakistan and Ja-
pan will continue to prosper, ex-
pand, and deepen in the years
ahead.
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Global peace, sta
begins with Pakis!

Mitsuo Horiuchi

PRESIDENT, JAPAN-PAKISTAN
PARLIAMENTARIANS FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE

OF REPRESENTATIVES

On behalf of the Japan-Paki-
stan  Parliamentarians
Friendship

League, itis my

great pleasure

to extend my

warmest con-

gratulations to

the government

and people of

the Islamic Re-

public of Pakistan on the aus-
picious occasion of their Inde-
pendence Day.

There is a widely shared
awareness in Japan toward
the important role that Paki-
stan plays in international ef-
forts to counter terrorism in
recent years. On behalf of the
Japan-Pakistan Parliamen-
tarians Friendship League, I
would like to pay tribute to the
Pakistani people for their
courage and firm will to
achieve peace and stability in
the region, and beyond.

The stability and develop-
ment of Pakistan is directly
linked to peace and stability in
Asia and the world. As a friend
of Pakistan and a responsible
country in international soci-
ety, Japan held the Friends of
Democratic Pakistan Ministe-
rial Meeting and the Pakistan
Donors’ Conference in Tokyo
on April 17 this year to support
Pakistan as it faces difficult
challenges.

bility
an

As the host nation, we are
pleased that participating
countries and international or-
ganizations pledged over $5
billion in response to Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari’s com-
mitments to counter terror-
ism and economic reform.

Japan remains confident
that the people of Pakistan
will continue to make concert-
ed efforts to defeat terrorism
and achieve economic reform.
Japan is committed to provide
its utmost support to those ef-
forts. I am pleased to note that
as a token of our support, Ja-
pan announced $1 billion in as-
sistance for Pakistan at the
Donors’ Conference.

Ever since the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
in 1952, the two countries have
built warm and amicable rela-
tions through people-to-people
exchanges in various fields
such as economic cooperation,
business, culture, tourism and
others. When President Zar-
dari visited Japan in April, the
Japan-Pakistan Parliamen-
tarians Friendship League
held a meeting with him and
thus further strengthened tra-
ditional ties of friendship.

As president of the Japan-
Pakistan Parliamentarians
Friendship League, I am de-
termined to continue my ut-
most efforts to achieve better
mutual understanding and
closer bilateral relations. Al-
low me to take this opportuni-
ty to extend my best wishes for
the continued prosperity of
Pakistan.

Faithful harmony: Kalashi women dance in religious
observance on the last day of the three-day annual Chelum

Josht festival at Bumborate.
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