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Election exposure: Afghan women take photographs while attending an election rally in support of President Hamid Karzai that
was held in Kandahar Province on Sunday. The incumbent president is seeking a second term, and the nation will go to the
polls on Thursday. REUTERS

Japan invests in Afghanistan’s future
Kenshiro Matsunami
SECRETARY GENERAL, JAPAN-AFGHAN

PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

----------------------------------------

On behalf of
the Japanese
people and
the
Japan-Afghan
Parliamentary
Friendship
League, I
would like to
express my deepest
congratulations on the occasion
of Afghanistan’s National Day.

When I taught at Kabul

University, Afghanistan was a
nation of peace and
development. When I left the
modern and liberal campus in
1975, it was a hub for the best
and brightest in the country. I
can only imagine the sadness of
those students whose future
prospects were hampered by the
following decades of
devastation.

My role within the Diet has
since taken me back and
allowed me to witness firsthand
the aftermath that senseless
conflicts have wrought. Despite
the sadness I felt, I was also

touched by the integrity and
optimism of the Afghans as
they began to rebuild their
homeland.

I am pleased to say that
Japan is committed to
Afghanistan’s redevelopment.
We are now the third-largest
financial contributor and our
contributions are not handouts,
but an investment in our Afghan
brothers and sisters. Through
such efforts as the
Disarmament, Demobilization
and Reintegration (DDR), and
Disbandment of Illegal Armed
Groups (DIAG) programs, and

various initiatives by the JICA,
stability is taking hold. Just
recently, Japan has also sent a
team to help monitor the Aug. 20
election.

Regardless of the form of
Japan’s role, however, our
partnership and friendship will
continue to strengthen and
mature. Just as Afghanistan
generously provided aid in the
wake of the earthquakes of
1914, ours is a relationship of
mutual respect and
responsibility. Again, please
accept my best wishes on this
national day.

Threat of violence looms over Afghan presidential election
Taliban militants
not only source
of potential strife

Kabul
AP

------------------------------------------

The threat of violence looms
over the Afghan presidential
election Thursday. And not
just from Taliban militants.

Abdullah Abdullah, a for-
mer foreign minister who is
President Hamid Karzai’s top
rival, told a crowd of flag-
waving supporters in Kabul on
Monday that he will win the
election — ‘‘if they don’t steal
your votes,’’ confident rheto-
ric that analysts say could
stoke a violent backlash if his
supporters believe they’ve
been cheated.

Serious questions over the
fairness of the balloting could
result in a winner without real
legitimacy — a serious prob-
lem in a country where the
central government is strug-
gling to exert control beyond
the capital. The U.S. is spend-
ing millions of dollars and
pressing a new military offen-
sive this month to make sure
the voting comes off well.

Abdullah, a trained ophthal-
mologist who has railed against
government corruption, isn’t
the only one who expects fraud.
Voting observers warn that
cheating will most likely take
place at polling stations in re-
mote or dangerous areas where
independent monitors won’t be
able to be present.

A black market for voter
registration cards is said to be
flourishing, and a suspiciously
high number of women — far
more than men — have been
registered to vote in culturally
conservative provinces where

Karzai expects to do well
among his fellow ethnic Pash-
tun, who form the majority
there.

Mindful of the possibility of
cheating, U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton
called Monday for ‘‘credible,
secure and inclusive elec-
tions’’ and urged Afghans ‘‘to
make election day secure, to
eliminate fraud, and to ad-
dress any complaints fairly
and quickly.’’

Abdullah’s core group of

supporters — ethnic Tajiks —
have taken to the streets be-
fore. In May 2006, a U.S. mili-
tary truck crashed into a line
of vehicles, sparking riots by
hundreds of Tajiks who ram-
paged through Kabul. About
20 people were killed in the
crash and subsequent unrest.

Abdullah’s campaign man-
ager was quoted last month as
predicting street violence if
Abdullah doesn’t win, contend-
ing that Karzai can’t prevail
unless he steals the vote — an

allegation similar to those that
triggered violent protests in
Afghanistan’s western neigh-
bor, Iran, after President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
claimed victory in the June 12
balloting.

Following an uproar over
his comments, campaign
manager Abdul Satar Murad
said he was misquoted. But
the language he purportedly
used is almost the same Ab-
dullah now employs on the
stump.

‘‘If there is no fraud in the
election, it is clear for the na-
tion who the winner will be and
who the next president will be
— if they don’t steal your
votes,’’ Abdullah told thou-
sands of supporters at Kabul’s
main sports stadium Monday,
the last day of the two-month
campaign. Thousands of sup-
porters energetically waved
baby blue flags as Abdullah
spoke, but most of the stadi-
um’s seats sat empty.

Murad said afterward that

Abdullah’s prediction of victo-
ry is correct, but that he is not
stoking violence among sup-
porters in the case of a loss.

Peaceful protests, though,
are not part of Afghanistan’s
history, said Haroun Mir, the
director of Afghanistan’s Cen-
ter for Research and Policy
Studies.

‘‘Unfortunately, in any dem-
onstration in Afghanistan’s
history, the demonstration
comes with violence, and if the
result of the election is not ac-

ceptable for one of the candi-
dates, a candidate that has,
say, 30 to 40 percent of the
vote, if there is a protest it will
be violent,’’ Mir said, alluding
to Abdullah.

U.S. and NATO military
commanders are planning for
this possibility. Most U.S.
troops are stationed in the
country’s south and east, but
the Americans have several
quick reaction forces sta-
tioned in and around Kabul.

If Abdullah supporters be-

lieve the election is stolen,
they will not likely to go file
protests with the country’s
Electoral Complaints Com-
mission, because they will
view the body as an arm of
Karzai’s government, said
John Dempsey, a Kabul-based
analyst with the U.S. Institute
of Peace.

‘‘Some angry mobs may
smash things up, even attack
people, but I don’t think it’s go-
ing to be too widespread, and I
don’t think it would be too long-
lasting,’’ Dempsey said.

At the other end of the spec-
trum, militant violence looms
over the election as well. The
Taliban have warned Afghans
not to cast ballots, saying that
voters might be the victims of
attacks on polling sites.

Rumors have circulated
that villagers with indelible
ink on their fingers — a fraud
prevention method to deter re-
peat voting — could be at-
tacked, or even have their fin-
gers chopped off. A Taliban
spokesman, Zabiullah Muja-
hid, has denied that militants
would cut off fingers. But the
Taliban is a loose collection of
militant leaders, and individu-
al insurgents could still carry
out such attacks.

Militant threats in Afghani-
stan’s south and east — where
Taliban militants are stron-
gest — could lower turnout
among Karzai’s fellow ethnic
Pashtun, boosting Abdullah’s
chances.

Recent opinion polls in Af-
ghanistan point to a Karzai
win, with the president lead-
ing Abdullah by about 20 per-
centage points. None of the
polls, however, has Karzai
with more than about 45 per-
cent support, and the presi-
dent needs 50 percent of the
votes to avoid a two-person
runoff, likely with Abdullah.

Afghan marriage law condemned
Kabul AP

Women’s rights activists alleged Monday that Afghan President
Hamid Karzai has used a constitutional loophole to enact a law
that allows minority Shiite Muslim husbands to refuse food and
money to their wives if they deny them sex.

The activists suspect Karzai took the step to appease conservative
Shiite clergy ahead of Thursday’s presidential election. Nearly 20
percent of Afghans are Shiites and could become an influential voting
block as Karzai contests for a new five-year term.

The legislation, which governs many aspects of family life for
Afghanistan’s Shiites, has been sparking controversy since Karzai
signed an earlier version in March. Critics said the original
legislation essentially legalized marital rape and Karzai quickly
suspended enforcement after governments around the world
condemned it as oppressive and a return to Taliban-era
repression of women.

But the revised version, made public in July, riled activists all
over again because many restrictive articles remained, including
one that appears to give a husband the right to starve his wife if
she refuses to have sex with him.

Female parliamentarians said they thought they would get the
chance to fight for revisions, only to discover in recent days that
Karzai had taken advantage of a legislative recess to approve the law
by decree. Parliament has the right to examine and change the law
when they reconvene but the law stays in effect in the meantime.

Afghanistan’s post-Taliban constitution enshrines equal rights
for women, but in practice, discrimination is still rife.

The new law includes a section saying that a husband must
provide financially for his wife. It also says that he can withhold this
support if she refuses to ‘‘submit to her husband’s reasonable
sexual enjoyment,’’ according to a translation of the article
supplied by New York-based Human Rights Watch.

In Afghanistan, where most women are uneducated and depend
on their husbands for food and clothing, the article could be used to
justify a husband starving a wife who refuses to have sex with him.

Ancient legacy: The Buddhas of Bamiyan, destroyed by the
Taliban, are shown in this photo from 1977. YOSHIAKI NAGASHIMA

Afghanistan national day

Election another step on road to rebuilding Afghanistan
Eklil Hakimi
AMBASSADOR OF AFGHANISTAN TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

As Aug. 19 marks Afghani-
stan’s National Day, I would
like to avail my-
self of this op-
portunity, on
behalf of Presi-
dent Hamid
Karzai and the
government of
Afghanistan, to
convey my
deepest respects to Their Im-
perial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,

and to Prime Minister Taro
Aso.

While this specific day is
celebrated in honor of our na-
tion’s independence and resto-
ration of sovereignty, our na-
tional legacy and our special
relationship with Japan ex-
tend back further than the 100
years represented by this
date.

Initial contact with Japan
owes its existence to the old
Silk Road, and its transport of
ideas and goods, such as the
lapis lazuli-decorated belts
and mirrors found in Shosoin

in Nara. Zoroastrianism and
Buddhism’s presence in Japan
can trace their origins to Af-
ghanistan. While the practice
of Zoroastrianism has since
passed, its influence is evident
in such examples as the March
12 Shunie Otaimatsu Festival
that involves religious tree
burning. This tradition shares
its roots with the present-day
Afghan custom March 21 of
purifying homes with smoke.

The first Afghan to visit Ja-
pan was Gen. Ayub Khan in
1907. As Adm. Heihachiro To-
go’s guest of honor, the two
celebrated Asian victories
over colonial powers. In a ges-
ture of empathy and respect,
Gen. Khan granted support to
Tokyo Haihei In, a home for
soldiers disabled in the Russo-
Japanese War. The friendly
terms between the countries
were later reaffirmed when
King Habibullah Khan provid-
ed assistance to the victims of
three destructive earthquakes
in 1914. Japan was also very
well received in Afghanistan,
with Japanese goods, such as
cloth, chemical products and
machinery, in high demand.
The first Japanese to visit Af-
ghanistan was Hisao Tani, a
military officer, followed by
Yasunosuke Tanabe in 1925,
who after returning to Japan
went on to establish the Japan-
Afghanistan Club in 1935.

Formal relations were es-
tablished in London on Nov.
19, 1930, with the signing of the
Afghan-Japanese Treaty of
Friendship by Marshal Shah
Wali Khan and Tsuneo Matsu-
daira, the Japanese ambassa-
dor to the United Kingdom.

Now, nearly eight years af-
ter the overthrow of the op-
pressive Taliban regime, Ja-
pan continues to be a valuable
and dedicated partner
through its support of our re-
construction and rehabilita-
tion.

Japan first dispatched Mar-
itime Self-Defense Force ves-
sels to the Indian Ocean to en-
gage in refueling missions as a
member of the international
coalition in the ‘‘War on Ter-
ror.’’ On Jan. 21 and 22, 2002,
Japan convened the first In-
ternational Conference on Re-
construction Assistance to Af-
ghanistan, where Japan’s
pledge of $550 million made it
the first nation to offer assis-
tance to our rebuilding. From
2001 to the present, Japan has
pledged over $2 billion in aid
for use in various sectors, in-
cluding refugee reintegration,
internally displaced persons,
income generation, medical
care, sanitation, capacity
building for education, clear-
ing mines, farming, small
businesses, the Afghanistan
New Beginnings Program, the

Disarmament, Demobiliza-
tion and Reintegration (DDR)
program, irrigation and road
construction. The JICA has al-
so taken on a major role in the
reconstruction of the new Ka-
bul International Airport ter-
minal and is involved in the de-
sign of the planned Dehsabz
City (New Kabul City).

With the help of Japan, our
other international partners
and the drive of our people, we
have begun to reclaim our pre-
viously hampered prosperity.

Our accomplishments in the
last few years alone are prom-
ising: Over 90 percent of chil-

dren under 5 years old have
been vaccinated against po-
lio; 6.2 million children are at-
tending school (40 percent
girls); and around 4,000 school
buildings have been construct-
ed or rehabilitated, with 4,400
more planned in the next four
years. The DDR program has
collected 57,629 weapons and
12,248 heavy weapons, demo-
bilized 62,376 combatants and
reintegrated 53,145. Over the
last year, 49 sq. km of mine-
fields have been cleared, and
over 81,000 antipersonnel
mines, 100 antitank mines and
2.5 million explosive remnants

have been destroyed. Our na-
tion is set to be mine-free by
2013 and we aim toward self-
sufficiency in security as our
national army has grown to a
force of over 90,000 active ser-
vicemen.

It is indeed our desire to
stand on our own feet. Our con-
stitution was drafted as the re-
gion’s most progressive and
now the latest stage in the de-
velopment of our young demo-
cratic system will be realized
in tomorrow’s election. The
people stand at this crucial
juncture using their voices,

protected by the freedoms
that they have so justly
earned, to shape the direction
that our nation takes.

On this day when interna-
tional attention has once again
been focused on Afghanistan,
it is with heartfelt gratitude
that we extend our thanks to
the Japanese people for their
enduring friendship and sup-
port. As Afghanistan regains
its rightful place as a partner,
our nations will extend our
Silk Road legacy into a future
of mutual support, friendship
and benevolence.
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