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Algeria national day

Japan supports Algeria’s privatization
Yoshihiro Shigehisa
CHAIRMAN, ALGERIA-JAPAN ECONOMIC

COMMITTEE, NIPPON KEIDANREN

----------------------------------------

On the occasion of the National
Day of the People’s Democratic
Republic of Algeria, I
am honored to
have this
opportunity to
convey my
most sincere
congratulations
to President
Abdelaziz
Bouteflika and
the people of Algeria in my
capacity as chairman of the
Algeria-Japan Economic
Committee of Nippon
Keidanren.

Under the leadership of
President Bouteflika, Algeria is
performing outstandingly well in
sectors ranging from the
economic, diplomatic, and
political fields, through to culture
and sports. Algeria has firmly
positioned itself among the
leaders of the African continent.
Though geographically far
apart, Algeria and Japan remain
very close, based on their long
and special relationship they
mutually enjoy.

On Nov. 24 and 25 of last
year, the seventh Algeria-Japan
Economic Committee was held
in Algiers. Commencing from
this committee session, the
counterpart organization on the
Algerian side was changed to
the Algerian Managers Forum
(FCE), composed of private
enterprises and headed by
Chairman Reda Hamiani.

Topics discussed by the
Committee were widened to
embrace diverse, typically
private-sector issues that
include pharmaceuticals, foods,
IT, port facilities and fisheries,
as well as traditional areas of
national interest such as
energy, natural resources and
infrastructure. From the
Japanese side, reports were
made on the subjects of
highways, solar power and
housing, among other topics.

Reservoirs of oil and gas will
certainly not last forever. It is my
belief that the introduction of
solar power in Algeria,
maximizing the long hours of
sunshine in the vast Sahara
Desert area, and the promotion
aseismic housing in
earthquake-prone Algeria,
similar to Japan, were highly

evaluated by the Economic
Committee as prospective
business areas. Moreover, at
the dinner party hosted by Prime
Minister Ahmed Ouyahia
following the committee
meeting, the Prime Minister
spoke impressively about his
unwavering resolve to
continuously move forward with
privatization as a matter of
considerable importance to
Algeria.

Nippon Keidanren is
privileged to have close
communications with the FCE
and will endeavor to promote
the utmost level of cooperation
with Algeria in the areas of
technology transfer, human
resource development and
investment opportunities. As
chairman of Keidanren’s
Algeria-Japan Economic
Committee, my heartfelt wish is
for a furthering of the economic
ties between Algeria and Japan,
leading to the creation of
enhanced business
opportunities between us.

On Algeria’s National Day, I
would like to express my sincere
wishes for Algeria’s continued
development and further
prosperity.

A bright new chapter in Japan-Algeria relationship begins
Akira Urabe
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-ALGERIA ASSOCIATION

------------------------------------------

I am honored to be given the
opportunity to write for
the National
Day of Algeria.

This year is
an especially
important year
for the relation-
ship between
Algeria and Ja-
pan. I have tak-
en initiative, with the energet-
ic support of the Algerian am-
bassador to Japan, to
reinstate the Japan-Algeria
Association, and on March 27,
many enthusiastic promoters
and supporters gathered, and
began writing a new chapter
of Japan-Algeria relations, af-

ter 20 years of blank pages.
The purpose of the Japan-

Algeria Association is to pro-
vide a milieu for cultivating
mutual friendship and collab-
oration between the two coun-
tries, with special focus on
friendly exchanges in the
areas of common interests,
such as culture, arts and
sports.

The history of the Japan-Al-
geria Association dates back
to 1961, when the Japan-North
Africa Association was estab-
lished by the late Tokuma
Utsunomiya, who was at that
time a member of the House of
Representatives, to support
the independence of Algeria.

Japan enjoys excellent rela-
tionships with numerous coun-
tries and there exist many as-

sociations that are based on
these favorable bilateral rela-
tions. However, I believe that
the creation of bilateral asso-
ciations dating back prior to
the declaration of indepen-
dence is quite rare.

The Japan-North Africa As-
sociation forged the founda-
tion for Japan’s auspicious re-
lationship with Algeria and in
1981, the association renamed
itself the Japan-Algeria Asso-
ciation. Unfortunately, after
1989, due to a sudden political
crisis in Algeria, the associa-
tion halted its operations. As
the absence of its activities
continued for a long period of
time, the organization and the
networks that the association
had accrued over the years
ceased to exist.

The association embarks on
a new beginning this year. We
have decided to preserve the
name, the Japan-Algeria As-
sociation, since the founding
principle remains unchanged:
to establish a amiable rela-
tionship between Japan and
Algeria.

As the bilateral interactions
between Japan and Algeria

date back several decades, we
have many ‘‘Friends of Alge-
ria’’ in this country. In addition,
because of the recent dynamic
development of Japan-Algeria
relations, the number of Japa-
nese visitors to Algeria and res-
idents in Algeria continues to
multiply. This has resulted in a
rapid increase in individuals
who are interested in Algeria
and who have become new
‘‘Friends of Algeria.’’

Until now, those people who
have been interested in Algeria
did not have any facile ways to
meet with each other. We
strongly hope that the Japan-
Algeria Association will be able
to take on the role as a platform
for those people who wish to in-
crease their ties with Algeria as
well as for those who wish to
share their ideas related to Al-
geria. We welcome both veter-
an and new ‘‘Friends of Alge-
ria’’ to our group.

The Japan-Algeria Associa-
tion has already held the fol-
lowing events this year: On
June 18, we screened ‘‘The
Battle of Algiers’’ and asked
Prof. Iwao Kobori of the Unit-
ed Nations University, who

visited Algeria the night be-
fore independence, to share
with us the experience of being
present at inarguably the
most decisive moment.

On July 3, on the occasion of
our independence, the ambas-
sador of Algeria to Japan host-
ed a reception to which all
members of the association
were invited and were able to
share the moment of reunion
and promise for a new depar-
ture of the organization.

On Oct. 3, we organized a
cooking class. The wife of the
ambassador whose talent of
cooking is widely reputed
among gourmets in Tokyo,
taught us how to make La
Chorba (Algerian soup), Le
Bourek (Algerian spring
rolls) and the well-known
couscous. Participants all in
aprons enjoyed learning how
to make Algerian cuisine and
in particular savoring it.

We plan on continuing to
have a variety of events and
look forward to seeing an in-
crease in the number of
‘‘Friends of Algeria’’ joining
the Japan-Algeria Associa-
tion.

La Grande Poste: Built in 1910, the central post office of Algiers is a shining example of
Algerian architecture and one of the many reasons why the Algerian capital is also known as
‘‘Alger la blanche (Algiers the White).’’ EMBASSY OF ALGERIA

Historic links foundation for ties with ‘new’ Algeria
Sid Ali Ketrandji
AMBASSADOR OF ALGERIA

------------------------------------------

Since we are celebrating the
55th anniversary of the
launching of our national
struggle for in-
d  e p e n d e n c e ,
my natural
move is to pay
tribute to the
J a p a n e  s  e
friends who
supported my
country during
that difficult struggle, and
whose solidarity resulted in
1958 in the opening of our Lib-
eration National Front office
in Tokyo.

The choice of Tokyo as a
place for pre-independent Al-
geria to establish an office
covering the whole of East
Asia was certainly not acci-
dental; it was to be understood
with reference to that pre-ex-
isting active solidarity within
a large spectrum of academi-
cians, journalists and parlia-
mentarians.

Let me underline the pio-
neering role of eminent Japa-
nese parliamentarians in the
1961 creation of the Maghreb-
Japan Association, whose
leaders met the same year, in
Tunisia, the leaders of the Pro-
visional Government of the Al-
gerian Republic.

Considering that historical
background, there is no mys-
tery to the fact that the Alge-
ria-Japan economic relation-
ship immediately followed the
Algerian independence in
1962. The 1964 opening of the
Itochu Corp. office in Algeria
paved the way for the strong
involvement of Japanese com-
panies in our national develop-
ment effort, in particular the
building of Algeria’s hydro-
carbon sector.

We are happy to note that
the same interest is still vivid,
in the context of the liberaliza-
tion of our economy and the re-
turn of security after the victo-
ry over terrorist groups,
which threatened our country
in the 1990s, thanks to the na-

tional reconciliation policy of
President Abdelaziz Boutefli-
ka, and the return of condi-
tions for the promising new Al-
geria we are striving to build.

The convention for mutual
protection of investment, un-
der discussion, will certainly
provide the institutional
framework needed to bring
economic relations closer to
their existing potential. It will
come in support to the valu-
able work of the Keidanren Al-
geria-Japan Committee,
chaired by Yoshihiro Shige-
hisa, chairman emeritus of
the JGC group.

Algeria will again invest dur-
ing the 2010-2015 period no less
than $150 billion to sustain its
development. It is hoped t h a t
Japanese companies will par-
ticipate in numerous planned
infrastructure projects. As they
currently do, for example, in
the construction of the eastern
part of the East-West highway,
the most important social infra-
structure project ever under-
taken abroad by Japanese com-

panies, and in diverse petro-
chemicals and natural gas pro-
jects.

Fortunately, the current in-
ternational financial and eco-
nomic crisis has not affected
Algeria’s foreign currency re-
serves earmarked for impor-
tant new investments during
the next five years. As many
governments did, ours has
taken measures to protect the
national economy from the in-
direct effects of that crisis,
without renouncing overtures
to the world economy, while
pursuing economic, political
and institutional reforms.

Algeria has adopted new
regulations that give a solid
perspective to long-term for-
eign investors. The rational
behind them is clear: Public-
sector partners with foreign
investors will be ‘‘sleeping
partners.’’ That means that
they will refrain from interfer-
ing directly or indirectly in
management and decisions
while holding majority in capi-
tal. Thus, the Algerian govern-

ment will insure investment fi-
nancing, with expectations of
technology transfers and
know-how.

The new regulations also
aim to diversify foreign in-
vestment through our private
sector. Foreign investors as-
sociated with private Algerian
partners are invited to finance
their projects by resorting to
the Algerian banking system
as well, taking advantage of
the important financial re-
sources available in the coun-
try. We are looking forward to
seeing Japan’s economic in-
volvement in Algeria in-
creased and diversified.

Algeria is familiar with
Japanese technology and
know-how, and does appreci-
ate its technical cooperation.
The technical cooperation
agreement, signed in 2004, is
full of possibilities, in particu-
lar in the fields of research
and university exchanges. For
instance, discussion is taking
place between Oran Science
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Stalin terror
unforgivable:
Medvedev
Moscow
AP

------------------------------------------

President Dmitry Medvedev
told Russians that there can be
no justification for the Soviet
government’s crimes against
its own people, lamenting mil-
lions of deaths and ‘‘maimed
destinies’’ in some of the stron-
gest criticism of the commu-
nist era to come from the
Kremlin since Vladimir Putin
came to power a decade ago.

In a blog-posted video
marking a day set aside in 1991
to commemorate victims of
Soviet political repression,
Medvedev suggested Friday
young Russians are getting a
lopsided picture of their coun-
try’s past — learning plenty
about its proud moments but
little about the bloodbath that
reached its peak under Josef
Stalin in the Great Terror of
the late 1930s.

‘‘Let’s just think about: Mil-
lions of people died as a result
of terror and false accusations
— millions,’’ a somber-faced
Medvedev said. ‘‘They were
deprived of all rights, even the
right to a decent human buri-
al, and for long years their
names were simply crossed
out of history.

‘‘And yet today it is still pos-
sible to hear that these many
victims were justified by some
higher state goal,’’ he said.

A main goal of the remarks
may have been to set Medved-
ev apart from Putin, a long-
time KGB officer who has

mixed Soviet-era and czarist
imagery to encourage nation-
al pride and bolster his own
popularity.

Critics accuse Putin of
whitewashing history and en-
couraging a more positive
view of Stalin to justify his
dominance during his eight-
year presidency, which they
say brought a retreat from de-
mocracy and a return to some-
thing more like Soviet-style,
single-party rule.

Medvedev, maneuvered in-
to the presidency by Putin last
year, has championed the rule
of law and civil rights and has
stressed that Russia must
shed the debilitating legacies
of the Soviet past.

Medvedev cited an opinion
poll from two years ago —
when Putin was still president
— that showed 90 percent of
young adults in Russia could
not name any well-known vic-
tims of Soviet oppression.

‘‘I am convinced that the
memory of national tragedies
is just as sacred as the memo-
ry of victories,’’ Medvedev
said in the address, parts of
which were featured on state-
run TV news programs.

Stalin is revered by many
who say he led the Soviet Union
to victory in World War II and
turned a struggling nation into
a superpower. Medvedev ac-
knowledged the achievements
of Stalin’s era, but credited
them to ‘‘the people’’ and said
they were no excuse for the
crimes of his regime.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MLK’s organization elects daughter
Atlanta AP

The daughter of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. has been
chosen as the first woman to head the civil rights organization
that he cofounded. The Southern Christian Leadership
Conference announced the election of the Rev. Bernice King as
its eighth president Friday morning.

Today, the SCLC has roughly 10,000 members and nearly 80
chapters in 17 states from Georgia to California. The group has
also opened a nonviolent conflict resolution center in Israel, with
plans to open 10 international sites in 10 years.

Six held over U.N. hostel bombing
Kabul AFP-JIJI

Afghan authorities have arrested six people in connection with a
deadly Taliban attack against a guesthouse for U.N. staff in the
country’s capital, Kabul, the head of the national intelligence
service said Saturday.

Amrullah Salih said it had been confirmed that three suicide
attackers who carried out the attack at the Bekhtar Guesthouse
on Wednesday were from Pakistan.

‘‘All three bombers were from the Swat Valley,’’ he said,
referring to an area in Pakistan that has a reputation as a hotbed
of militancy.

Cheney hazy on role in CIA leak
Washington  THE WASHINGTON POST

Former Vice President Dick Cheney told a special prosecutor in
2004 that he was unable to recall his role in most of the pivotal
events that led to the uncloaking of a clandestine CIA officer in
the runup to the Iraq war, according to FBI records.

A summary of Cheney’s interview with Special Counsel
Patrick Fitzgerald on May 8, 2004, was made public Friday
under court order after years of legal maneuvering to keep it
secret. It portrays a vice president in command of few clear
memories about a case that led to great embarrassment for the
White House and felony convictions for his chief of staff, I. Lewis
‘‘Scooter’’ Libby. Fitzgerald declared at the end of the trial that
Libby’s perjury and obstruction of justice left him unable to
pierce ‘‘a cloud over the vice president.’’

Cheney neither denied nor acknowledged any memory of
directing Libby to tell reporters that Valerie Plame, the wife of a
prominent war critic, was a CIA officer. Nor did he recall any
conversation with Libby in which either man referred to their
mutual suspicion that Plame had helped dispatch her husband,
Joseph Wilson, on ‘‘a junket’’ to explore White House accusations
that then-Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein had tried to buy uranium
from Niger for a nuclear weapon.

Dozens of questions from Fitzgerald produced the same
result. Melanie Sloan, the organization’s director, criticized
Cheney’s ‘‘near-total amnesia regarding his role in this
monumental Washington scandal’’ but said the new document
was a step forward in resolving the affair.

U.S. boots up cybersecurity center
Washington AFP-JIJI

U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano cut the
ribbon on Friday on a state-of-the-art unified command center
for government cybersecurity efforts.

The National Cybersecurity and Communications
Integration Center (NCCIC) brings together various
government organizations responsible for protecting
cybernetworks and infrastructure and private-sector partners.

S.F. mayor ends run for governor
San Francisco AP

San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, who propelled the debate
over gay marriage but struggled to find a popular message
outside the San Francisco Bay area, dropped his bid for
California governor on Friday.

The development leaves Attorney General Jerry Brown, who
has formed an exploratory committee, as the only Democrat
making a serious bid to succeed Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
next year.

A statement issued by Newsom’s campaign said he was
unable to devote the time needed to run an effective campaign,
citing ‘‘a young family and responsibilities at City Hall.’’

His announcement was not a surprise to those following the
Democratic campaign. Newsom, 42, was unable to find the same
popularity throughout California that he enjoys in his home city.

Anna Nicole Smith trial ordered
Los Angeles REUTERS

A California judge on Friday ordered the boyfriend and two
doctors of former Playboy model and actress Anna Nicole Smith
to stand trial on charges of fueling her addiction to prescription
drugs. Smith, whose life as a fashion model, television star and
young wife of an elderly oil billionaire was fodder for tabloids
and celebrity magazines, died from a prescription drug
overdose in February 2007 at age 39.

Her longtime boyfriend, Howard Stern, is charged with 11
felony counts, including dispensing a controlled substance to an
addict and obtaining a prescription for opiates by deceit.

Dr. Khristine Eroshevich and Dr. Sandeep Kapoor each face
six felony counts, including unlawfully prescribing a controlled
substance to an addict.

France’s Sarkozy and Germany’s Merkel agree to join forces and back ‘same candidate’

Blair out of race for EU president
Brussels
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

France and Germany will join
forces to choose a new-look
European Union’s first big
boss, President Nicolas Sar-
kozy said Friday, sweeping
Tony Blair toward the Brus-
sels exit.

The French head of state
said he and German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel had agreed
to back ‘‘the same candidate,’’
adding that the pair shared the
same ‘‘vision’’ for two new top
jobs to be created under the
Lisbon Treaty, and their fa-
vored runners.

Confirmation that Berlin
and Paris were collaborating
on arguably the biggest ap-
pointment in the bloc’s history
came at an EU summit — and
in the wake of British Prime
Minister Gordon Brown cam-
paigning on behalf of Blair.

Brown’s stance was slightly
surreal, given Britain’s am-
biguous relationship with Eu-
rope, and ultimately unsuc-
cessful — not least with fellow
European socialists.

Nevertheless, an intriguing
twist in the tale could see
Brown’s foreign secretary,

David Miliband, pull clear in
the race for the second new
post, that of EU foreign affairs
supremo.

The Swedish EU presidency
will ‘‘open consultations’’ on
nominations ‘‘the day after the
Czech president signs’’ the
treaty, Luxembourg Prime
Minister Jean-Claude Juncker
said.

That declaration followed
summit approval to give
Czech President Vaclav Klaus
the exemption from a rights
charter, without which his sig-
nature would not be forthcom-
ing.

‘‘I do not plan to impose any
extra conditions,’’ Klaus said
in a statement.

Sarkozy, who said Lisbon
could now enter force as early
as Dec. 1, would not reveal the
identity of his and Merkel’s
preferred choice, but said Eu-
rope’s George Washington, in
reference to the U.S. founding
father, would need to be both
‘‘charismatic’’ and a ‘‘consen-
sus-builder.’’

Without naming Blair, Sar-
kozy hinted at long-standing
problems with a mooted but
never declared candidacy.

‘‘The names in the first

wave are not necessarily the
winners in the end,’’ he said.

Ironically, Sarkozy was the
first to suggest Blair as a con-
tender — although he back-
tracked a couple of weeks ago
citing a ‘‘problem’’ over a lack
of British engagement with
core EU policies.

In defiance of Brown, Eu-
rope’s socialists are instead
targeting the foreign policy
job, after Luxembourg For-
eign Minister Jean Asselborn
warned of ‘‘a link for the com-
ing generation between
George W. Bush and Tony
Blair.’’

‘‘If (Blair) cannot get the
backing of the socialist group,
being a Labour man himself,
it’s a very difficult situation,’’

Danish Foreign Minister Per
Stig Moller said Friday.

A poll out Friday showed
that fewer than a third of Brit-
ons even want Blair — who as
prime minister gave unpopu-
lar backing to then U.S. Presi-
dent George W. Bush on the
Iraq war — to assume the role.

While Miliband has ruled
himself out running for the
second job, recent remarks
suggesting Europe should
play a bigger global role have
been interpreted as a sign
that, while he would not play
traitor to Brown’s general
election cause, the position
holds genuine appeal.

Dutch leader Jan Peter Bal-
kenende is not officially a can-
didate, but on Friday suggest-
ed that could change.

Former Latvian head of
state Vaira Vike-Freiberga,
who would satisfy a lobby fa-
voring a woman, and ex-Irish
leader John Bruton are also
declared runners, albeit with
longer odds.

Juncker was said by one
diplomat to have launched the
equivalent of a suicide pact by
going up against Blair.

All eyes therefore, rest on
Merkel.

Fraud surrounds female voters in Afghanistan election
Kabul
AP

------------------------------------------

One man cast 35 votes for fe-
male relatives. Others lugged
in sacks full of voting cards
they said were from women.
And in a village of just 250 peo-
ple, 200 women supposedly
voted in three hours.

In Afghanistan’s recent
presidential election in Au-
gust, one of the ripest areas for
fraud was women’s voting.
And the same is likely to be
true again in the Nov. 7 runoff
between President Hamid
Karzai and former Foreign
Minister Abdullah Abdullah, if
it is held.

The stakes are high. The
Obama administration, which
pushed Karzai to accept the
runoff vote, is hoping it will re-
store legitimacy to a govern-
ment that has been under-
mined by blatant ballot-box

stuffing and Karzai’s long de-
lay in accepting fraud rulings
that forced the runoff.

Yet the problems of fraud
related to women’s voting can-
not be changed in a few weeks.
There is widespread accep-
tance of proxy voting by male
relatives. Many women are
reluctant to vote given threats
of violence and polling centers
swarming with men. And
those who do cast ballots are
usually uneducated and there-
fore more easily manipulated.

It is unclear how large an
impact fraud involving female
voters had on the results be-
cause Afghan election offi-
cials have not released the list
of women’s polling stations.
But many observers have said
that women’s polling stations
were more problematic than
men’s.

In August, men showed up
with fistfuls of female voter

cards, and poll workers al-
lowed them to cast multiple
ballots without argument, ac-
cording to a U.N. report. In
some cases, men dragged in
sacks full of cards supposedly
for female relatives, Afghan
monitors said.

Empty women’s polling sta-
tions also provided reams of
blank ballots to unscrupulous
local officials.

Afghanistan is no safer now
than two months ago, and
there still aren’t enough fe-
male poll workers. Election
officials say they have plans to
recruit more women, but the
strategy does not appear any
different from the one that
failed this summer.

Afghanistan is still a deeply
conservative Muslim society
where a man might never see
the face of his best friend’s
wife. Yet more than 3,500 of
the country’s female polling

stations were staffed by men
because they couldn’t find
enough women to fill the jobs,
according to the Afghan Inde-
pendent Election Commis-
sion.

Faced with male staffers,
many women just didn’t show
up to vote. Momina Yari, an
election commissioner who
has campaigned for better ac-
cess for women at polling sta-
tions, said even if a woman
wanted to vote, her family of-
ten wouldn’t let her.

Election officials say Tali-
ban threats made it hard to at-
tract female poll workers, and
there also weren’t enough
women with the needed skills.
The typical Afghan woman is
illiterate, a handicap that
makes it difficult for them to
dependably staff a polling cen-
ter, said Sharif Nasry, part of
a team of gender specialists
working with the election com-

mission. On top of that, wom-
en’s activists said Afghan offi-
cials didn’t try hard enough to
recruit women.

Because of the lack of staff-
ing and insecurity in the south
and east, at least 650 women’s
polling stations failed to open
countrywide, according to Af-
ghanistan’s main independent
monitoring group, the Free
and Fair Elections Founda-
tion of Afghanistan. In central
Uruzgan Province alone, only
six out of 36 women’s polling
stations opened.

It created a situation in
which women were actually
slightly less represented in
2009 than in the last presiden-
tial vote in 2004, when Afghans
had only recently emerged
from the Taliban regime that
banned women from most jobs
and forced them to wear an
all-covering burqa whenever
leaving the house.

No major changes have
been implemented for the run-
off because the election com-
mission’s gender unit is still
working on a report with pro-
posals, Nasry said.

Secret ballot: An Afghan
woman waits in line to cast
her ballot at a polling station
in Kabul on Aug. 20. AP

Silent protest: Activists light candles on the Yenisey River in
the Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk to commemorate the victims
of political repression during the rule of Soviet dictator Josef
Stalin on Friday, the Day of the Political Prisoner. REUTERS

Tony Blair

Ties with ‘new’ Algeria
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

and Techniques University
and the Japanese side to
launch cooperation in solar en-
ergy. We are moving ahead to-
ward the signing of a coopera-
tion agreement between
Houari Boumedienne Univer-
sity of Science and Techniques
and Tsukuba University after
one signed in 2007 with Chiba
University.

We do appreciate the work
JICA is accomplishing in Al-
geria, and are looking forward
to the opening of its office in
the country, thanks to the re-
establishment of security.

Bilateral political dialogue
and consultation have gained
momentum. The way is more
open today to institutionalize

this process. Therefore, the
foreign ministries of both
countries are working toward
the signing of a memorandum
for a joint mechanism toward
that aim, possibly on the occa-
sion of the expected visit of our
foreign minister, H. .E. Mour-
ad Medelci.

I would like to conclude by
addressing my best wishes to
the new government of Japan,
led by Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama, whose success in
the last general election un-
derlines the vitality of democ-
racy in this friendly country,
and saying how happy we are
to work with him to consoli-
date and promote friendship
and cooperation between Al-
geria and Japan.

Closer relations will open
more doors to business
Eizo Kobayashi
PRESIDENT & CEO, ITOCHU CORP.

------------------------------------------

On the 55th anniversary of Al-
geria’s National Day, I have
the great honor
of conveying
my congratula-
tions to H. E.
President Ab-
delaziz Boute-
flika and the
people of Alge-
ria. It is a great
pleasure to celebrate this day.

I would like to express my
sincere respect for your excel-
lent leadership not only in im-
proving public order and the
political situation, but also in
significantly reducing exter-
nal debt and stabilizing cur-
rent account balances, which
have led to Algeria’s sharp
economic growth.

For more than 40 years, fol-
lowing the opening of a liaison
office in Algiers in 1964 — just
two years after Algeria’s inde-
pendence — Itochu Corp. has

sought various business op-
portunities. I am fully con-
vinced that Algeria is one of
the most important countries
for our company and we will
continue to strive to satisfy the
various needs of your country.

Being convinced that Japan
can cooperate not only in hy-
drocarbon projects but also
for industrial-infrastructure
consolidation as well as for the
development of new energy
resources, I believe that the
various types of new technolo-
gies Japan can provide will
contribute especially to the
improvement of industrial-in-
frastructure.

My hope is that the relation-
ship between our two nations
will be strengthened, leading
to the creation of new business
opportunities.

On the occasion of Algeria’s
National Day, I would like to
express my heartfelt wishes
for Algeria’s continued devel-
opment and further prosperi-
ty.


