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German minister quits over Afghan strike
Berlin
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Germany’s former Defense
Minister Franz Josef Jung
quit the Cabinet on Friday
over a deadly bombing in Af-
ghanistan, the day after
claims of a coverup took the
scalp of the country’s top gen-
eral.

Jung resigned as labor min-
ister only hours after saying
he had no plans to quit over the
bombing of two oil tanker
trucks in the northern prov-
ince of Kunduz, in which doz-
ens of civilians are believed to
have died.

‘‘After consideration . .  . I
told Chancellor (Angela) Mer-
kel this morning that I was
handing in my position as fed-
eral labor minister,’’ Jung told
reporters in Berlin.

Jung was defense minister
at the time of the strike on
Sept. 4 and insisted two days
afterward that ‘‘only Taliban
terrorists’’ were killed.

However, a confidential
NATO report cited in late Oc-
tober said that the death toll
was somewhere between 17
and 142, and that local sources
had said between 30 and 40 ci-
vilians died.

Jung’s position had been
further weakened after alle-
gations that the Defense Min-
istry hushed up another report
on civilian casualties that sug-
gested commanders on the

ground did not adhere to the
agreed rules of engagement.

After chief of staff Gen.
Wolfgang Schneiderhan
stepped down on Thursday,
the clamor for Jung’s head
had grown even louder.

Merkel conspicuously
failed to ride to her minister’s
aid, saying only that full trans-
parency was crucial to win
confidence in the Afghan mis-
sion, which polls show is un-
popular in Germany, the
third-largest provider of
troops.

Jung, not seen as a particu-
larly close ally of the chancel-
lor, had been moved to his new
post after Merkel was re-elect-
ed two months ago.

I  n a devastating front-page
editorial headlined ‘‘Resign
Please,’’ the Financial Times
Deutschland said: ‘‘Franz Jo-
sef Jung failed as defense min-
ister and should resign from
his position as labor minister.’’

‘‘It would be no loss to the
Cabinet. There’s nothing more
to say,’’ the paper added, leav-
ing the rest of its front-page
editorial column blank in a
stark visual statement.

‘‘Why is Merkel hanging on
to Jung?’’ asked the influential
mass-circulation Bild daily,
whose initial revelation that a
military report on the Septem-
ber strike had been sup-
pressed prompted the scan-
dal.

Business daily Handelsblatt

said: ‘‘The man is out of his
depth. No doubt about it, he
has to go.’’

Smelling ministerial blood
just weeks after Merkel
formed her new Cabinet after
her crushing election victory,
opposition parties piled in with
vigor.

‘‘Mr. Jung is not suitable for
a government position,’’ said
Susanne Kastner, chair of the

Parliamentary Defense Com-
mittee and member of the
main opposition party, the
center-left Social Democrats.

Senior Green Party politi-
cian Hans-Christian Stroebele
told the Berliner Zeitung it
could not be the case ‘‘that the
Defense Ministry is some sort
of madhouse where the top
people don’t know what’s be-
ing reported in Afghanistan.’’

Iran seizes Nobel medal
from human rights lawyer
Tehran
AP

------------------------------------------

Iranian authorities have con-
fiscated Nobel Peace laureate
Shirin Ebadi’s medal, the hu-
man rights lawyer said Thurs-
day, in a sign of the increas-
ingly drastic steps Tehran is
taking against any dissent.

In Norway, where the peace
prize is awarded, the govern-
ment said the confiscation of
the gold medal was a shocking
first in the history of the 108-
year-old prize.

Ebadi won the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2003 for her efforts to
promote democracy.

She has long faced harass-
ment from Iranian authorities
for her activities — including
threats against her relatives
and a raid on her office last
year in which files were
confiscated.

The seizure of her prize is an
expression of the Iranian gov-
ernment’s harsh approach to
anyone it considers an oppo-
nent — particularly since the

massive street protests trig-
gered by hardline President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s dis-
puted June 12 re-election.

Acting on orders from Teh-
ran’s Revolutionary Court, au-
thorities took the peace prize
medal about three weeks ago
from a safe-deposit box in
Iran, Ebadi said in a phone in-
terview from London. They al-
so seized her Legion of Honor
and a ring awarded to her by a
German association of jour-
nalists, she said.

Authorities froze the bank
accounts of her and her hus-
band and demanded $410,000
in taxes that they claimed
were owed on the $1.3 million
she was awarded. Ebadi said,
however, that such prizes are
exempt from tax under Irani-
an law. She said the govern-
ment also appears intent on
trying to confiscate her home.

Ebadi, the first Muslim
woman to be awarded the
peace prize and the first fe-
male judge in Iran, said she
would not be intimidated and

that her absence from the
country since June did not
mean she felt exiled.

‘‘Nobody is able to send me
to exile from my home coun-
try,’’ she said. ‘‘I have re-
ceived many threatening mes-
sages. . .  . They said they
would detain me if I returned,
or that they would make the
environment unsafe for me
wherever I am.

‘‘But my activities are legal
and nobody can ban me from
my legal activities.’’

Ebadi has criticized the Ira-
nian government’s crackdown
on demonstrations by those
claiming the June vote was
stolen from a proreform can-
didate through massive fraud.

Ebadi left the country a day
before the vote to attend a con-
ference in Spain and has not
returned since. In the days af-
ter the vote, she urged the in-
ternational community to re-
ject the outcome and called for
a new election monitored by
the United Nations.

Norwegian Foreign Minis-

ter Jonas Gahr Stoere called
the medal seizure shocking
and said it was ‘‘the first
time a Nobel Peace Prize has
been confiscated by national
authorities.’’

The Norwegian Foreign
Ministry summoned Iran’s
charge d’affaires in Norway
Wednesday to protest the con-

fiscation, spokeswoman Rag-
nhild Imerslund said.

The Foreign Ministry also
‘‘expressed grave concern’’
about Ebadi’s husband, who it
said was arrested in Tehran
and ‘‘severely beaten’’ earlier
this fall, after which his pen-
sion and bank account were
frozen.

Israel developing new weapons to meet Iran challenge
Forces see future in high tech after
failing to crush Hamas, Hezbollah
Josef Federman
and Steven Gutkin
Jerusalem
AP

------------------------------------------

With cutting-edge antimissile
systems and two new subma-
rines that can carry nuclear
weapons, Israel is readying a
new generation of arms de-
signed to defend itself against
distant Iran as well as Teh-
ran’s proxy armies on its
borders.

Having failed to crush Ha-
mas’ firepower in its Gaza of-
fensive last winter, or Hezbol-
lah’s in its 2006 war in Leba-
non, Israel is turning to an
increasingly sophisticated
mix of defensive technology.

A system that can unleash a
metallic cloud to shoot down
incoming rockets in the skies
over Gaza or Lebanon has al-
ready been successfully test-
ed, according to its maker,
and is expected to be deployed
next year. The army is devel-
oping a new generation of its
Arrow defense system, de-
signed to shoot down long-
range missiles, such as Iran’s
Shihab, outside the Earth’s
atmosphere.

It has three German-made
Dolphin submarines and is

buying two more. They can be
equipped with nuclear-tipped
missiles that analysts say
could be stationed off the coast
of Iran. Israel says Iran, de-
spite its denials, is trying to
acquire atomic weapons. It
has never confirmed its Dol-
phin fleet has nuclear capabil-
ities, but senior officials ac-
knowledge that commanders
are fast at work devising a
strike plan in case diplomacy
fails.

The missile projects have
their critics in Israel, who
question their effectiveness
and say they are too costly.
And many Israelis would
probably agree with U.S. for-
mer President Bill Clinton’s
recent warning to an Israeli
audience that the country can
achieve true security only by
making peace with its ene-
mies, who, he said, would al-
ways be able to improve their
ability to attack.

‘‘The trajectory of technolo-
gy is not your friend,’’ he said.
‘‘You need to get this done.’’

Under their overarching
fear of nuclear annihilation by
Iran, whose regime has re-
peatedly called for Israel’s ex-
tinction, the more immediate
threat is seen as coming from

Iranian-backed Hezbollah and
Hamas.

Israel’s military believes
Hezbollah has tripled its pre-
war arsenal to more than
40,000 rockets, some of which
can strike virtually anywhere
in Israel — a dramatic im-
provement over the short-

range missiles fired in 2006.
Hamas has also increased

its rocket arsenal since last
winter’s fighting, said a senior
military official who spoke on
condition of anonymity in ac-
cordance with army regula-
tions. Hamas recently test-
fired a rocket that can travel

up to 60 km, putting the Tel
Aviv area within range for the
first time, according to Maj.
Gen. Amos Yadlin, Israel’s
military intelligence chief.

Israel’s defense industry
says it is close to deploying
Iron Dome, a system that will
use cameras and radar to

track incoming rockets and
shoot them down within sec-
onds of their launch.

The system is so sophisti-
cated that it can almost
instantly predict where a
rocket will land, changing its
calculations to account for
wind, sun and other condi-

tions in fractions of a second.
Shooting down a missile is a

bit like stopping a bullet with a
bullet. But Eyal Ron, one of
Iron Dome’s developers, said
his system will fire an inter-
ceptor that explodes into a
cloud of small pieces that
make it unnecessary to score a
direct hit.

‘‘It’s a great advantage be-
cause to bring an interceptor
to a target flying at incredible
speed to an exact point is very
hard,’’ said Ron, a specialist at
mPrest Systems Ltd., an Is-
raeli software firm developing
the system along with local
arms giant Rafael.

He said recent tests in Isra-
el’s southern desert were suc-
cessful, and a final dress re-
hearsal is expected in Decem-
ber before the system is
deployed next year.

While Israelis who have
endured years of rocket fire
from Gaza are sure to wel-
come Iron Dome, the system
does not have universal sup-
port.

‘‘Maybe it will be good dur-
ing times like this when you
have 10 rockets, but not for a
war. If you invest in such a
system, I think you’re going to
go bankrupt,’’ said Gabriel Sa-
boni, the head of the military
research program at Israel’s
Institute for National Security
Studies.

Iron Dome is one part of a

larger strategy that includes
more tanks and dozens of new
armored personnel carriers
equipped with technology to
repel antitank missiles.

The ultimate trump card is
a nuclear arsenal Israel refus-
es to acknowledge but which
no one doubts exists.

The strategy that became
obvious in the Lebanon and
Gaza wars was simply one of
overwhelming force to deter
further attack.

This policy appears to have
bought Israel a fragile calm on
both its northern and southern
borders, but it has come at a
heavy price.

The military brass is deeply
concerned that international
criticism of Israel’s conduct of
the Gaza war, including alle-
gations of war crimes con-
tained in a high-profile U.N.
report, will tie their hands in
the future.

Military officials speaking
on condition of anonymity said
large resources are going into
developing increasingly accu-
rate weapons, such as bombs
that cause damage over a
smaller area and noisemaking
explosions that scare away ci-
vilians before real bombs are
dropped.

Few expect the current qui-
et to last indefinitely, and
muscle-flexing on all sides at-
tests to the elusiveness of Mid-
dle East peace.

China, Russia back IAEA censure
Vienna
AP

------------------------------------------

The board of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, the
U.N. nuclear agency, Friday
censured Iran, with 25 nations
backing a resolution that de-
mands Tehran immediately
mothball its newly revealed
nuclear facility and heed U.N.
Security Council resolutions
calling on it to stop uranium
enrichment.

Iran remained defiant, with
its chief representative to the
IAEA declaring that his coun-
try would resist ‘‘pressure,
resolutions, sanction(s) and
threat of military attack.’’

The resolution — and the re-
sulting vote of the IAEA’s 35-
nation decision-making board
— were significant on several
counts.

The resolution was en-
dorsed by six world powers —
the U.S., Russia, China, Brit-
ain, France and Germany —
reflecting a rare measure of
unity on Iran. Moscow and
Beijing have acted as a tradi-
tional drag on efforts to punish
Iran for its nuclear defiance,
either preventing new U.N.
Security Council sanctions or

watering down their potency.
They did not formally en-

dorse the last IAEA resolution
in 2006, which referred Iran to
the Security Council, starting
the process that has resulted
in three sets of sanctions on
the Islamic republic.

It also appeared to signal
possible support for any new
Western push for a fourth set
of U.N sanctions, should Teh-
ran continue shunning inter-
national overtures meant to
reach agreements that reduce
concerns about its nuclear
ambitions.

Strong backing for the reso-
lution at the meeting was also
notable. Only three nations —
Cuba, Venezuela and Malay-
sia — voted against the docu-
ment, with five abstentions
and one member absent.

That meant even most non-
aligned IAEA board members
abandoned Tehran, despite
their traditional backing of the
Islamic republic.

The diplomats who reported
the vote spoke on condition of
anonymity Friday because of
the sensitivity of the situation.

Iran argues that attacks on
its nuclear program are an as-
sault on the rights of develop-

ing nations to create their own
peaceful nuclear energy net-
work.

The IAEA resolution criti-
cized Iran for defying a U.N.
Security Council ban on urani-
um enrichment — the source
of both nuclear fuel and the fis-
sile core of warheads.

It also censured Iran for se-
cretly building a uranium en-
richment facility and demand-
ed that it immediately sus-
pend further construction. It
noted that IAEA Director Mo-
hamed ElBaradei cannot con-
firm that Tehran’s nuclear
program is exclusively geared
toward peaceful uses, and ex-
pressed ‘‘serious concern’’
that Iranian stonewalling of
an IAEA probe means ‘‘the
possibility of military dimen-
sions to Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram’’ cannot be excluded.

Ali Asghar Soltanieh, Iran’s
chief delegate to the IAEA,
shrugged off the vote.

‘‘Neither resolutions of the
board of governors nor those
of the United Nations Security
Council . .  . neither sanctions
nor the treat of military at-
tacks, can interrupt peaceful
nuclear activities in Iran,
even a second,’’ he said.

Preparing for the worst: Israeli soldiers in chemical warfare gear take part in a drill simulating a chemical missile attack at an
army base near Tel Aviv in February. AP

Ig-Nobel: Iranian Nobel Peace laureate Shirin Ebadi, center,
poses with youths wearing T-shirts with the word ‘‘peace’’
written on the front during a visit to Naples, Italy in July.
Authorities in Tehran recently seized her Nobel Peace medal,
the human rights lawyer said. AP

Albania flag day

Heads roll: Former German Defense Minister Franz Josef
Jung (left) and Wolfgang Schneiderhan attend a news
conference at the Defense Ministry in Berlin in October 2006.
Schneiderhan, until recently inspector general of the military,
stepped down Thursday over a September airstrike in
Afghanistan in which scores of civilians were killed. Jung
resigned as labor minister a day later. AP

Partners on the path to peace and prosperity
Bujar Dida
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF

ALBANIA

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of Flag Day on
Nov. 28, on which Albanian
people celebrate their
independen c e ,
it is my great
pleasure as the
first Ambassa-
dor of Albania
to Japan, to ex-
tend, on behalf
of the President
of the Republic,
Bamir Topi, Prime Minister
Sali Berisha and the Albanian
people, our best wishes for
peace and prosperity to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
the members of the Imperial
family, the government, the
wonderful and welcoming
Japanese people and to the Al-
banian community in Japan.

Curiously, both on Nov. 28,
Gjergj Kastrioti Skanderbeg,
Albanian’s national hero, initi-
ated a rebellion against the Ot-
tomans in 1443 and his flag was
raised again in 1912 in Vlora by
Albanian patriot Ismail Qem-
ali, proclaiming independence
from the Ottoman Empire.

Following the collapse of

communism in Central and
Eastern Europe, the Albanian
people made substantial prog-
ress toward democratization
and modernization of the politi-
cal and economic system. O n
Nov. 28, 1998, the current consti-
tution of the Republic of Alba-
nia was adopted, defining Alba-
nia as a parliamentary republic
with a unicameral legislature.
In 2009, Albania became a full
member of NATO and complet-
ed the final leg of the Stabiliza-
tion and Association Process to
join the European Union. In 20
years of democracy, Albania
has made remarkable progress
in installing a free market econ-
omy.

Albania and Japan have es-
tablished a special partner-
ship and diplomatic relations
since Japan opened its Gener-
al Consulate in Tirana, Alba-
nia’s present capital, in 1931.
That same year the first eco-
nomic treaty was signed be-
tween the two countries. Alba-
nian and Japanese coopera-
tion spans politics and
economics, including ex-
changes of mutual state visits
of parliamentary members,
trade, cooperation in the ener-
gy sector, in the mining indus-
try, fighting terrorism and or-

ganized crime, and so forth.
Last year, Prime Minister
Berisha and half of his Cabinet
visited Japan, becoming the
first head of government to
make a state visit in Japan.
One of the most important
fields of cooperation includes
the agricultural sector, which
has proven to be one of the
most productive and benefi-
cial ones. The Albanian people
are grateful to Japan for ongo-
ing support in terms of ODA
and several other develop-
ment projects in infrastruc-
ture and education. Today,
many Albanian scientists, stu-
dents and artists visit Japan
on generous grants and schol-
arships awarded by the Japa-
nese government.

Albania has become fully
accessible to Japanese people
as a new, unexplored tourist
destination. In recent years
Albanian tourism operators
have been present at JATA ex-
hibitions, substantially in-
creasing the presence of Japa-
nese tourists in the ancient
and historic cities of Apollon-
ia, Butrint, Gjirokastra and
Berat, sites on the World Heri-
tage List protected by UNES-
CO. Other favorite tourist des-
tinations remain the splendid

virgin beaches and the Alba-
nian Riviera, together with
the snowy resorts of the Alba-
nian Alps. Warm and welcom-
ing people together with an ex-
quisite culinary tradition com-
bining elements of
Mediterranean and Oriental
cuisines have transformed Al-
bania into a new tourist hot
spot.

In October 2009, one of the
best novels of Albanian con-
temporary literature, Ismail
Kadare’s ‘‘The General of the
Dead Army,’’ was published in
Japanese and can be found in
every bookstore. Japan Foun-
dation a few years ago pro-
moted ‘‘Days of Japanese Cul-
ture’’ in Albania and in addi-
tion we have a Haiku Club that
has translated, published and
presented to the Albanian pub-
lic the best of Japanese haiku.
Japanese readers can learn
more about the life and contri-
butions of one of the most
prominent Albanians, Nobel
Peace Prize winner Mother
Teresa, in many books and ed-
ucational ‘‘manga’’ editions.

I sincerely believe that these
events will continue to expand
in the future, bringing our coun-
tries, our people and our flags
closer than ever before.
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