
The Japan Times PUBDATE: 5/28/20010 PAGE: 8 C M Y K OUTPUT TIME: 18:54:45

5/28/1910 / / PT JTE/PG 8/ED 1

8 THE JAPAN TIMES FRIDAY, MAY 28, 2010 (3)

world

Russia, Iran
clash over
nuclear issue
Tehran hits out
over Kremlin’s
support for
U.N. sanctions

Tehran/Moscow
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Iran and Russia clashed
Wednesday over Kremlin sup-
port for draft U.N. sanctions
against Tehran in one of the
worst rows between the two
powers since the Cold War.

The public clash indicates
growing concern in Tehran af-
ter the United States said Rus-
sia and China, the closest
thing Iran has to big-power al-
lies, had agreed to a draft
sanctions resolution to punish
Iran over its nuclear program.

In unusually strong criti-
cism of Russia, President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad ad-
monished the Kremlin for
bowing to what he said was
U.S. pressure to agree to sanc-
tions and bluntly warned Pres-
ident Dmitry Medvedev to be
more cautious.

‘‘If I were the Russian presi-
dent, when making decisions
about subjects related to a
great nation (Iran) .  .  . I would
act more cautiously, I would

think more,’’ Ahmadinejad
said in a televised outdoor
speech. He said Russian sup-
port for the United States is
unacceptable and that Mos-
cow should rethink its decision
or face being viewed as an ene-
my by Tehran.

Within hours, the Kremlin’s
top foreign policy adviser dis-
missed Ahmadinejad’s criti-
cism, telling the Iranian presi-
dent to refrain from ‘‘political
demagoguery.’’

‘‘No one has ever managed to
preserve one’s authority with
political demagoguery. I am
convinced, the thousand-year
history of Iran itself is evidence
of this,’’ Sergei Prikhodko said
in a statement read out by a
Kremlin spokeswoman.

‘‘The Russian Federation is
governed by its own long-term
state interests. Our position is
Russian: it reflects the inter-
ests of all the peoples of great-
er Russia and so it can be nei-
ther pro-American nor pro-
Iranian,’’ he said.

The spat between two of the
world’s biggest energy pro-
ducers — with a personal ti-
rade by a president against a
Kremlin leader — is the worst
in many years, analysts said.

Though trade ties have
grown over the past two de-
cades, Russia is still regarded
with deep distrust in Iran after
several wars between Persia

and the Tsarist Empire, fol-
lowed by rocky relations with
the atheist Soviet Union.

Russia has been dismayed
by Tehran’s failure to disclose
full details about its nuclear
program and diplomats say
privately that Kremlin leaders
have been burned several times
while attempting to get Iranian
leaders to resolve the dispute.

Prikhodko issued a clear re-
buke to Tehran over its failure
to allay fears about its nuclear
program.

‘‘Any unpredictability, any
political extremism, lack of
transparency or inconsistency
in taking decisions that affect

and concern the entire world
community is unacceptable
for us,’’ he said. ‘‘It would be
good if those who are now
speaking in the name of the
wise people of Iran . .  . would
remember this.’’

Since the 1991 fall of the So-
viet Union, trade has grown,
reaching $3 billion last year.
Russia has struck deals to
build Iran’s first nuclear pow-
er station and sell billions of
dollars of weapons.

But the row with Moscow
could hurt plans to start the
Russian-built nuclear reactor
at the Bushehr power plant in
August and Iran is unlikely to

see a Russian delivery of the S-
300 surface-to-air missiles it
ordered from Moscow.

‘‘Moscow has repeatedly
saved Iran from very tough
sanctions, so Ahmadinejad’s
defiance is quite frankly out of
place,’’ said Pyotr Goncharov,
a Moscow-based specialist on
the Gulf. ‘‘It is simply the lat-
est attempt by the Iranian
president to lay the blame for
his own problems at someone
else’s door.’’

Ahmadinejad said the nu-
clear fuel swap agreed with
Turkey and Brazil last week
was a ‘‘historic opportunity’’ to
break the deadlock and that

U.S. President Barack Obama
should seize it.

‘‘It is unlikely that in future
the Iranian nation will give a
new opportunity to Mr. Oba-
ma,’’ he said. He added that
the Tehran accord under
which the Islamic Republic
agreed to the fuel swap was
Iran’s ‘‘final word.’’

The United States, Russia
and European Union states
say they are deeply concerned
by Iran’s statements that it
will continue to enrich urani-
um even if the deal goes
ahead. Western diplomats say
that shows Iran is simply us-
ing the deal to play for time.

Russia irked by deployment near Kaliningrad

Poland says U.S.
Patriot battery
boosts security
Morag Poland
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Poland hailed the deployment
of a U.S. Patriot battery and
troops on its soil on Wednesday
as an important boost for its na-
tional security, but Russia said
the move harmed regional
‘‘trust and predictability.’’

The surface-to-air missile
battery, which is accompa-
nied by 100 U.S. military per-
sonnel, arrived on Sunday at
Morag in northern Poland’s
picturesque Mazurian lake
district, about 70 km from
Russia’s Baltic exclave of
Kaliningrad.

Its mission is to train Polish
troops and it poses no threat to
Russia’s vast military arse-
nal, but its presence is hugely
symbolic for Poland, which
has long complained it hosts
no major NATO hardware or
troops 11 years after joining
the alliance.

‘‘We in Poland see the de-
ployment of the Patriot bat-
tery here as a move towards
strengthening our national se-
curity and ties with America,’’
Defense Minister Bogdan
Klich told a welcoming cere-
mony also attended by U.S.
Ambassador Lee Feinstein.

Under a 2008 accord between
Warsaw and Washington, the
battery, which is unarmed and
is normally stationed in Ger-
many, will be deployed in Po-
land for about one month four
times a year. The first deploy-
ment ends on June 16.

The rotations will continue
until 2012 when Warsaw ex-
pects to have a battery perma-
nently stationed on its territory.

U.S. officials said there were
no plans to arm the battery in
Morag, which lacks proper
storage facilities, but said it
would carry missiles in future
deployments at other sites.

‘‘You need to walk before you
start to run. So we are begin-
ning this operation with this
configuration here today and in
the future we will include live
missiles,’’ said Feinstein.

The Patriot battery deploy-
ment is not linked to ongoing
U.S. talks with Poland and oth-
er ex-communist states about
future missile defense systems
that Moscow strongly opposes.

For Poland, the battery pro-

vides belated U.S. recognition
of its loyalty as an ally that
sent troops to Kosovo and Iraq
and currently has about 2,600
troops serving in Afghanistan.

But Russia, Poland’s com-
munist-era overlord, reiterat-
ed its criticism of the Patriot
deployment on Wednesday.

‘‘Such military activity does
not help to strengthen our mu-
tual security, to develop rela-
tions of trust and predictabili-
ty in this region,’’ a Russian
Foreign Ministry spokesman
said Wednesday.

‘‘We note with regret that
our questions to the Polish and
U.S. sides have remained un-
answered, as well as our argu-
ments in favor of temporarily
moving the deployment region
as far as possible from Rus-
sian borders,’’ the Foreign
Ministry said.

The Patriot’s arrival coin-
cides with fresh efforts by
Moscow and Warsaw to im-
prove bilateral ties, long
strained by rows over missile
defense, NATO enlargement,
energy supplies and history.

Russia has shown particu-
lar sensitivity to Polish con-
cerns since a plane crash on its
territory last month killed Po-
land’s President Lech Kaczyn-
ski and 95 others, mostly se-
nior officials.

There was no immediate
hint of any retaliatory Russian
move to the Patriot deploy-
ment in the Foreign Ministry
statement.

Truant Russian lawmakers exposed in videotaped voting scandal
Moscow
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Russia’s oft-ridiculed Parlia-
ment was hit by a new scandal
Wednesday after deputies
were caught on video running
from seat to seat pressing vot-
ing buttons for fellow MPs who
did not bother to turn up.

The episode is the latest em-
barrassment for the Russian
lower house of Parliament,
the State Duma, which often
acts as little more than a rub-
ber stamp and rarely blocks
initiatives from the Kremlin.

When a new law on drunk
driving was debated in the
State Duma, it was passed on
its first reading by more than

440 deputies, even though only
88 members were present.

The reason was simple.
Deputies ran from empty
seat to empty seat, pressing
the electronic voting buttons
for a majority of colleagues
who were absent.

The bill that they were voting
on was proposed by President
Dmitry Medvedev. The voting
antics, which took place May
19, were first revealed in a news
item filmed by Russian televi-
sion channel Ren TV, which has
been viewed more than 180,000
times on YouTube. ‘‘One physi-
cally strong deputy has time to
press nine buttons during the
voting,’’ Ren TV reported.

Deputies have around 20 sec-

onds to vote, allowing the mach-
inations, Russia’s Komsomol-
skaya Pravda reported
Wednesday.

‘‘Of course, we suspected that
our people’s deputies do not sit
around in the State Duma all
day long, but come on, 88 out of
450 is too much,’’ Komsomol-
skaya Pravda wrote.

Deputy speaker at the Du-
ma, Oleg Morozov, is shown
joking as the voting result
comes up on the screen: 449
out of 450 deputies have passed
the bill. ‘‘Someone must have
stepped out,’’ he quipped.

Ruling party United Russia
reacted furiously to the video,
with top party official Sergei
Neverov threatening that dep-

uties who skip sessions risked
losing the party’s nomination.

‘‘We need to clamp down on
the disgrace that often hap-
pens in the house when a num-
ber of the deputies are ab-
sent,’’ Neverov said, the
ITAR-TASS news agency re-
ported. ‘‘The Duma needs to
get rid of the truant deputies.’’

Sergei Mironov, the speaker
of the Parliament’s upper
house, the Federation Council,
also slammed the practice
Wednesday.

‘‘You can’t call this situation
anything but a disgrace, when a
few deputies run around the
room pressing buttons for ab-
sent colleagues,’’ said Mironov,
leader of opposition party A

Just Russia, cited by the Inter-
fax news agency.

The Duma deputies include
popular singers and former
sports figures, including Olym-
pic gymnast Alina Kabayeva.

In a sign of its nominal role,
speaker Boris Gryzlov of the
United Russia Party, famous-
ly said in 2003 that the Duma
was ‘‘not the place for political
battles.’’

In April, Medvedev criti-
cized deputies for their poor
attendance record.

‘‘I am amazed myself by the
picture in the Parliament
when only 10 to 15 percent of
the members are present,’’
Medvedev said.

‘‘Unfortunately in Russia’s

State Duma, this practice is
common. In the Duma’s fifth
term, it has been used and is be-
ing used all the time’’ said Al-
exei Mukhin, director of the
Center for Political Informa-
tion. ‘‘The leadership of the
State Duma is very concerned
about the absence of deputies,
and this creates the illusion that
the deputies are present and
are voting.’’

Under Duma rules, absent
deputies can pass their voting
rights on to colleagues, but the
uncontrolled button-pressing
is ‘‘of course a breach of proce-
dure,’’ Mukhin said.

At least half the deputies
are supposed to be present to
make a vote valid.

Multicultural influences: Constructed in the 12th century,
Maiden Tower in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, is a UNESCO
World Heritage site. EMBASSY OF AZERBAIJAN

Azerbaijan national day

National security: A U.S.
soldier stands next to a
Patriot surface-to-air missile
battery at an army base in
Morag, Poland, on
Wednesday. REUTERS

Arms race: Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad waves to supporters in the central city of Kerman on Wednesday. AFP-JIJI

Development maintains bridge from Asia to EuropeAzer Huseyn
AMBASSADOR OF AZERBAIJAN

------------------------------------------

It is my great pleasure to ad-
dress the readers of The Japan
Times on the occasion of the
National Day of
the Republic of
Azerbaijan —
Republic Day —
and to extend
my warmest
and sincere
greetings to
Their Majesties
Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko, the Imperial Family,
the government and the friend-
ly people of Japan, as well as all
Azerbaijanis living in Japan.

On May 28, 1918, Azerbaijan
was the first country in the East
to establish a democratic re-
public with a functioning par-
liament, which unfortunately
lasted very shortly and ended in
1920. Azerbaijan regained its
independence in 1991 and be-
came a member of the United
Nations on March 2, 1992.

Today Azerbaijan stands as
an embodiment of ideals and vi-
sion: democratic, actively pur-
suing integration with Europe-
an and Euro-Atlantic struc-
tures, and a dynamic market
economy supported by vibrant
policies and an educated, young
population.

Since its establishment, the
Republic of Azerbaijan has
been following a peaceful and
balanced foreign policy, guided
by principles of international
law, respect of the sovereignty
of states and human rights and
supporting an international, co-
operative environment.

Azerbaijan has direct access
to the extensive and speedily
emerging markets of the Cen-
tral Asian states, the Caucasus
as well as the Middle East. The
Black Sea and the Mediterra-
nean regions are of high impor-
tance to Azerbaijan. Since the
historical Silk Road, taking its
start from Japan, integrated
Azerbaijan, the country re-
mains a bridge from Asia to Eu-
rope.

For about 20 years, the Re-
public of Azerbaijan has been
suffering form the consequenc-
es of neighboring Armenian ag-
gression. As a result of the ag-
gression, 20 percent of our terri-
tories — Upper Karabakh and
seven surrounding districts —
are under occupation and the
number of refugees and inter-
nally displaced persons from
the occupied Azerbaijani lands
and from Armenia is more than
1 million.

It should be taken into con-
sideration that 2009 went down
in history as the year of reces-
sion. However, our economy
grew almost 10 percent. The
fact that growth was achieved
is certainly a great success.
Azerbaijan successfully is at-
tending to economic diversifi-
cation and this is one of our pri-
orities.

The recent official visit to Ja-
pan of His Excellency Ilham
Aliyev, president of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan, in 2006, has
given a boost to enhancing co-

operation in all the spheres of
bilateral relations. Azerbaijan
is committed to high-level ex-
changes to bring both countries
closer.

During the last year, we car-
ried out productive h i g h - l e v e l
visits from Azerbaijan to Ja-
pan, particularly visits by the
ministers of Foreign Affairs
and Education, and just recent-
ly we managed to hold impor-
tant economic events in Japan:
an Azerbaijan investment sem-
inar and a meeting of Azerbai-
jan-Japan Joint Economic
Commission. Thus we wit-
nessed that both sides have mu-
tual interests to enhance trade
and economic ties.

In this regard, all appropri-
ate institutions of both coun-
tries should contribute through

information dissemination and
intensive dialogue to bring
these intentions closer to reali-
ty. Azerbaijan is ready to re-
ceive and properly respond to
all inquiries in order to ensure
the above-mentioned goals.

Moreover, in close coopera-
tion with our friends and part-
ners, we are working on the de-
velopment of the Azerbaijan-
Georgia-Turkey railway. Inter-
linking trans-Asian and trans-
European railroads will im-
prove the transportation be-
tween Europe and Asia and
contribute to the growth of the
countries concerned in interna-
tional trade, as well as to the
prosperity and well-being of
their people.

During the last three years,
the cooperation framework be-

tween Japan and the Organiza-
tion for Democracy and Eco-
nomic Development that com-
prises Georgia, Ukraine, Azer-
baijan and Moldova, known as
GUAM, has been improving
with firm dialogue and annual
seminars in various fields of
economy. This framework as-
piration can further lead to
long-term strategic partner-
ship if all parties will show
steady political interest.

We have recently received
great news that the World Eco-
nomic Forum, one of the
world’s major international or-
ganizations, has placed Azer-
baijan at the top in the level of
IT development of countries in
the Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States (CIS).

Last year, with the support of
Japan, a draft resolution was
put forth at the U.N. General
Assembly on a Trans-Eurasian
Information Superhighway
project, which aims to inte-
grate information communica-
tion networks crossing over the
historical Silk Road, linking
Eastern Europe, the Middle
East and Central Asia. Azerbai-
jan commits itself to become an
information transit country by
declaring several regional pro-
jects such as the construction of
a trans-Caspian seabed cable
line that will efficiently serve
the trans-Asia-Europe line.
Other major steps, including
the construction of techno-
parks, are on the agenda.

Azerbaijan announced 2010
as a Year of Environment in the
country. Azerbaijan is project-
ed to outline new initiatives
aiming to ease the challenges of
climate change, increase the
use of alternative energy re-
sources and improve environ-
mental cleanness of the coun-
try. Japan is a priority for Azer-
baijan in its efforts to cooperate
to achieve this goal.

Recognizing the importance
of tourism in mutual under-
standing and friendship be-
tween the two peoples, I would
like to invite all of our Japanese

friends to visit and discover
Azerbaijan, located at the
crossroads of many cultures
and civilizations, which brings
East and West together.

Last year saw several valu-
able cultural exchanges, par-
ticularly the opening of a Japa-
nese garden at one of the most
scenic places of Azerbaijan and
a performance in Nara of Azer-
baijan’s ‘‘mugham’’ music, a
UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage. These are just two of
the remarkable events in terms
of bringing closer together the
cultural assets of both coun-

tries.
I have a firm belief that Azer-

baijan and Japan share the
same values and have common
political and economic inter-
ests, and should develop a firm-
er and more dynamic relation-
ship to strengthen bilateral ties
in order to address various
challenges to the international
community.

With this conviction, in my
capacity as ambassador of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, I would
like to reiterate my commit-
ment to contribute to the fur-
ther strengthening and enhanc-
ing of the ties of friendship and
cooperation between Azerbai-
jan and Japan, and wish happi-
ness and continued prosperity
to the people of Japan.
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