Sweden national day

Sweden looking to future after EU presidency stint

Chiho luchi
STAFF WRITER

In the latter half of last year,
Sweden served out a six-
month rotating presidency of
the European Union in the
midst of the difficult economic
climate. “In general, we are
pleased with the Swedish EU
presidency,” said Stefan No-
reen, ambassador of Sweden
to Japan, in a recent interview
with The Japan Times.

During Sweden’s tenure,
the United Nations Climate
Change Conference in Copen-
hagen (COP15) was held Dec.
7-18 and the Treaty of Lisbon
was finally signed on Dec. 13.

“It is true that the agree-
ment in Copenhagen was not
as ambitious as we had ex-
pected, but many govern-
ments have become more de-
termined to reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions.
The Japanese government has
changed its position, and is
now much more in line with
the European Union: Carbon
taxes, cap and trade, and the
emission trading system are
slowly being translated into
Japanese policy,” Noreen
said. “The EU and member
countries like Sweden have a
system in place and we can
share our experiences.”

The other major objective
for the Swedish EU presiden-
cy was handling the economic
and financial crisis.

“Sweden has managed quite
well. We have one of the lowest
deficits in the European
Union. But many countries
are running big budget defi-
cits, which should be ad-
dressed. In particular, Euro-
zone countries have different
responsibilities, as they have
to handle the crisis inside the
Euro-zone. But of course, the
whole EU is affected. And not
only the EU — the whole world
is involved,” he said.

For the moment, Sweden
does not seem to be planning to
join the euro.

“There have been discus-
sions in Sweden about whether
we should have a new referen-
dum on the subject, but after
the Euro-zone crisis, I think
the issue seems to be less
hoped-for than before. There
are many who still believe that
Sweden should be part of the
euro, but they feel that it is too
early,” Noreen said.

“The Treaty of Lisbon was

Swedish Ambassador Stefan
Noreen

finally put in place during the
Swedish presidency. It was
signed and has been ratified
by all member states and that
is now the basis of our future
action. The EU delegation is
now representing the Europe-
an Union in Tokyo,” Noreen
said proudly.

Highlights 2010

“For Sweden, 2009 was a year
where we focused very much on
the EU and the EU presidency
— preparing for the presidency
and carrying it out. This year,
we will shift into a more bilater-
al mode.” Noreen said.

The wedding of Crown Prin-
cess Victoria of Sweden and
Daniel Westling will be cele-
brated in Stockholm on June 19.

“The 19th of June is exactly
the same date as His Majesty
King Carl XVI Gustaf, the cur-
rent king of Sweden, and Her
Majesty Queen Silvia were
married in 1967. There have
been close contacts for many
years between the Imperial
court of Japan and the Royal
court of Sweden. The king con-
ducted a state visit together
with the queen in March 2007,
and Their Imperial Majesties
Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko went to Sweden only a
few months later in May 2007.
So we are very happy that His
Imperial Highness Crown
Prince Naruhito is going to at-
tend the wedding in Stock-
holm,” Noreen said.

Turning to cultural mat-
ters, Noreen touched upon
some major events. “2010 is a
kind of ‘music year’ for Swe-
den in Japan,” he noted.

The Royal Stockholm Phil-
harmonic Orchestra toured
Japan from February through

March, and in June, the Swed-
ish Radio Symphony Orches-
tra and the Swedish Radio
Choir — conducted by Daniel
Harding and Peter Dijkstra
respectively — are scheduled
to play here. The program will
feature orchestra and choir in
collaboration, as well as a cap-
pella pieces. Furthermore,
male choir Orphei Drénger
will visit in October. The choir
was originally established in
1853 in Uppsala, to help raise
spirits in the city, which had
been isolated due to the risk of
cholera. “This is probably the
most famous Swedish male
choir. When the Emperor and
the Empress of Japan visited
Sweden in 2007, the choir per-
formed for them in Uppsala,”
Noreen said.

Politics and elections

“As national elections are
coming up in both Japan and
Sweden, things are unsettled
right now. But after the elec-
tions, I hope to see some visits
at the political level, perhaps
in both directions,” Noreen
said.

Concerning the political
situation, citizens play an ac-
tive and noteworthy role in

Sweden.

“The voting rate has been
very high for many years in
Sweden. We had even periods
when it was 90 percent. Now it
is down to between 80 and 85
percent,” Noreen said.

But how is it possible to get
such a highrate?

“I think it has partly to do
with our education system. We
try to encourage young people
to learn about society and the
political system. But it is also
because we have very active
nongovernmental organiza-
tions in various fields, including
the trade union movement, cor-
porate and youth organiza-
tions, the environment and
women’s rights. All these bod-
ies are encouraging people to
take an active role in society,”
Noreen explained. “It is very
natural for Swedes to vote.
They want to make a contribu-
tion. So you feel strange if you
do not vote.”

Politicians who work on a
part-time basis are another fea-
ture of Swedish politics.

“They are particularly seen
inlocal politics. In national poli-
tics in the parliament, you get a
leave of absence from your nor-
mal work if you are elected to

Lending a hand: Swedish Ambassador Stefan Noreen
welcomes his Japan-trekking compatriot Josef Nilsen at the

Embassy of Sweden in Tokyo on May 28.
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be a parliamentarian. But in lo-
cal politics, many members
keep their own professions,
such as office workers, nurses,
carpenters and teachers, and at
the same time join the assem-
blies,” Noreen said. “So they
keep their relationship with or-
dinary people and know about
everyday problems. In every
society, there is a risk that poli-
ticians or political groups are
out of touch with the general
population and people’s every-
day problems,” Noreen added.

“In Japan, there is strong in-
terest in Swedish and Nordic
welfare systems, gender equal-
ity, women’s rights and chil-
dren’s rights. But I also believe
decentralization is a very im-
portant topic. And this is an im-
portant part of the explanation
as to why Swedish people are so
active in politics. Local com-
munities have important roles
to play in our system. The local
assemblies are important, as
much of the Swedish welfare
system is handled at the local
level. Therefore, people tend to
be involved, because these are
everyday problems that affect
everybody. This is one of the
reasons for the high degree of
participation.

“Decentralization is a very
important topic in Japan. Many
people say that local govern-
ments should be given more
power. In this respect, I think
Sweden has a story to tell. And
this is an issue that we intend to
come back to after the elec-
tions.”

From Sata to Soya

On the day of the interview,
Noreen was set to welcome a
special guest to the embassy:
Swedish compatriot 22-year-
old Josef Nilsen, who is cur-
rently walking the length of
Japan.

“I think it is good that Josef
wants to learn more about Ja-
pan. And he takes a lot of pho-
tos along the way. His idea is to
publish a book about his expe-
riences (http:/sata-soya.com).
So we wanted to support him
when he came, but I can’t do it
in any other way than to allow
him to stay at the embassy. Af-
ter staying a few days here,
he’ll continue his walk. I think
it’s impressive that he’s come
all the way from southern Ka-
goshima to Tokyo, and then is
due to go up to northern Hok-
kaido,” Ambassador Noreen
said with a smile.

Vocal chords: The Swedish Radio Choir will perform in Nagoya,
Osaka, Kanagawa and Tokyo between June 12 and June 19.
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Wedding bells: Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden and her
fiancé Daniel Westling will be married on June 19 in
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Swedish filmm among EU screenings

EU Film Days has been
introducing selected European

cinema to Japanese audiences

since 2003. This year, 22 films
from 22 EU member states are
being screened at the National

Film Center in Tokyo till June 20.

From Sweden comes Ella
Lemhagen’s 2008 film “Patrik
1,5,” which has been favorably
received in many countries for
addressing the delicate subject
of adoption by same-sex
couples. The film will be
screened on June 17 (3 p.m.)

“Patrik 1,5 ©FILMLANCE
INTERNATIONAL AB

and on June 19 (4 p.m.). Tickets
cost ¥500.

For more information, visit
www.eufilmdays.jp
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