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Philippine independence day

The Philippines: an eco-tourism haven
The more than 7,000 islands
that comprise the Philippines
boast an extremely wide range
of flora and fauna. The reefs of
the Sulu and Sulawesi seas are
home to about 580 of the world’s
793 species of reef-building cor-
als. There are 19 species of ma-
rine mammals and 1,200 variet-

ies of reef fish including the
plankton-feeding whale shark,
the world’s largest fish. In its
forests, fields and mountains,
about 500 species of birds have
been recorded, of which 172 are
indigenous to the islands.

One of the Philippines’ pre-
miere eco-tourism destina-

tions is Palawan Island, an ar-
chipelago with a total land ar-
ea of nearly 1.5 million hect-
ares with a roughly 2,000-kilo-
meter coastline notched by
numerous bays and coves, and
fringed by spectacular, mys-
terious rock and limestone for-
mations. Palawan is often re-
ferred to as the ‘‘last ecologi-
cal frontier of the
Philippines.’’

Palawan is also home to two
UNESCO World Heritage
Sites: the Tubbataha Reef Na-
tional Marine Park and the
Puerto Princesa Subterranean
River National Park. Both
these destinations were nomi-
nated in the latest New 7 Won-
ders of Nature online poll.

The Tubbataha Reef Nation-
al Marine Park is a world-fa-
mous diving site popular for its
marine biodiversity. Over 1,000
species inhabit the reef, many
of which are already consid-
ered endangered. Vividly col-
ored corals cover more than
two-thirds of the area and the
waters around the reef provide
refuge for numerous marine
species including manta rays,
lionfish, turtles, clownfish and
sharks. In addition to being a
marine sanctuary, Tubbataha
is also renowned for being a
bird sanctuary.

Puerto Princesa Subterra-
nean River National Park,
meanwhile, is a natural wonder
that features a navigable 8.2-ki-
lometer-long underground riv-
er, reputed to be the world’s lon-
gest waterway of its kind. The

river flows within a deep cav-
ern under rugged limestone
and marble cliffs, t hrough
which paddle boats with outrig-
gers can pass, with those on
board enthralled at every turn
by stalactites, rock formations
and natural amphitheaters.

Palawan is also home to the
Calauit Game Preserve and
Wildlife Sanctuary, the Philip-
pines’ version of African safa-
ris. This 3,700-hectare sanctu-
ary has existed since 1976, when
it was declared a translocation
experimental home for animals
caught in the midst of civil
strife in Africa such as giraffes,
zebras, waterbucks, and ga-
zelles. The sanctuary is also
home to indigenous rare ani-
mals like mousedeer, bear
cats, wild pigs, and Palawan
peacocks.

With its astonishing array
of pristine diving sites, vertigi-
nous cliffs, idyllic islands and
beaches, the Philippines con-
tinue to gain popularity a  s a
tourism destination. Foreign
tourists numbers have rapidly
increased from 2005, topping 3
million in 2009. The Philippine
Department of Tourism be-
lieves that tourism not only
generates income, but is also
an effective tool in helping to
create environmental aware-
ness. This year, the depart-
ment launched its ‘‘Back to
Nature Campaign’’ based on
the principle of sustainable
tourism development while
providing economic benefit to
host communities.

Looking forward to further successes

Nobuo Kuroyanagi
CHAIRMAN, PHILIPPINE SOCIETY OF

JAPAN

----------------------------------------

On behalf of the Philippine
Society of Japan, it is my great
honor and
pleasure to
extend my
heartfelt
congratulations
to the
government
and people of
the Republic of
the Philippines on the occasion
of the 112th anniversary of their
independence.

Last year Japan welcomed
Her Excellency President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo, and during
her visit, the close relationship
between our two countries was
reconfirmed through the signing
of the Japan-Philippines Joint
Statement ‘‘Fostering a

Strategic Partnership for the
Future between Close
Neighbors.’’

In this statement, both sides
reconfirmed their intention to
further expand and strengthen
bilateral relations to foster a
strategic partnership for the
future — in particular bilateral
economic ties — in order to
open a new era in
Japan-Philippines relations
based on the entry into force of
the Agreement between Japan
and the Republic of the
Philippines for an Economic
Partnership (JPEPA). I truly
hope that the JPEPA, which is
now in its second year, will act
as a catalyst to further boost the
economic ties between our two
nations.

In February, the Republic of
the Philippines made its first yen
bond sale in nine years, by
issuing ¥100 billion in samurai

bonds. The 10-year bonds had a
partial guarantee from the
Japan Bank for International
Cooperation for up to 95% of
their worth under the Japanese
Market Access Support Facility.
This historical transaction is
another fine example of the
close relationship between our
two countries.

This month, the Republic of
the Philippines will welcome a
new president. I am confident
that under this new leader, duly
chosen by the people, the nation
will prosper further and that we
may yet open another chapter in
the friendship and excellent ties
that exist between our two
countries.

As the Chairman of the
Philippine Society of Japan, I
sincerely wish for the continued
prosperity, peace and
happiness of the Republic of the
Philippines and its people.

Getaway location: Limestone cliffs (left) and idyllic islands and beaches help make Palawan Island one of the Philippines’
premiere eco-tourism destinations. EMBASSY OF THE PHILIPPINES

Philippines, Japan fostering strategic ties
Domingo L. Siazon, Jr.
AMBASSADOR OF THE PHILIPPINES

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 112th an-
niversary of the declaration of
Philippine Independence, it is
my great honor
to convey the
warmest greet-
ings of Her E x -
cellency Presi-
dent Gloria Ma-
capagal-Arr o y o 
to Their Imperi-
al Majesties, the
Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko, the government a n d
people of Japan, and the Filipi-
no community in Japan.

This year marks another
milestone in Philippine-Japan
relations, with significant and
robust progress in the econom-
ic, politico-security, and socio-
cultural spheres. Japan is a val-
ued partner and continues to be
the largest provider of official
development assistance, the
second-largest trading partner
and one of the largest sources of
direct investments for the Phil-
ippines.

The Philippines and Japan
enjoy frequent high-level ex-
changes. The working visit of
President Arroyo to Japan in
June 2009, her seventh during
her term in office, i n t e n s i f i e d
efforts to advance a ‘‘strategic
partnership for the future’’ be-
tween close neighbors. Apart
from the signing of various

agreements and meetings with
key officials from the govern-
ment and private sector, the
visit was made more meaning-
ful with the implementation of
the Japan-Philippines Econom-
ic Partnership Agreement
(JPEPA), which entered into
force in December 2008.

As the first and only bilateral
free trade agreement that the
Philippines has signed, JPEPA
presents a unique opportunity
to expand and deepen bilateral
relations and bring about mutu-
al advantages. In 2009, JPEPA
expanded Japan’s share of
Philippine trade, increased
Philippine exports to Japan,
improved Japan’s share in for-
eign direct investments in the
Philippines to 59%, and also in-
creased overseas remittances
from Japan by 34.5% to $773.6
million. There has been a con-
siderable increase in Japanese
investments in the Philippine
power generation sector, par-
ticularly in clean and green en-
ergy. Since 2009, 401 Filipino
nurses and caregivers have
come to Japan under JPEPA to
begin both language and on-the-
job training. Indeed, JPEPA is
shaping up to be an important
pillar of the strategic partner-
ship and has undoubtedly con-
tributed to the recent strong
performance of the Philippine
economy. For the first quarter
of 2010, Philippine gross domes-
tic product (GDP) grew by

7.3% despite a drought, and
was buoyed by considerable ex-
pansion in the areas of manu-
facturing, exports, and invest-
ment. Growth forecasts for 2010
are expected to be revised up-
wards in view of the ongoing ex-
pansion in these sectors.

The present economic crisis
has engendered a major re-
structuring in global finance.
The launch in March of the $120
billion currency-swap facility,
the Chiang Mai Initiative Multi-
lateralization (CMIM), among
the ASEAN+3 countries is ex-
pected to help provide suffi-
cient liquidity among member
countries in the event of a finan-
cial crisis. The CMIM brings
the idea of an Asian Monetary
Fund and an East Asian com-
munity a step closer to reality.
Japan’s dynamic approach and
its innovative, generous and
bold leadership in the wake of
the financial crisis helped pro-
vide impetus for the successful
launch of the CMIM.

Despite the recent economic
crises in many parts of the
world, economic relations be-
tween the Philippines and Ja-
pan are poised to be further re-
inforced with the Philippine ac-
cession to the ASEAN Japan
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (AJCEP) this
year. The agreement expands
the opportunities for greater
trade and investment by bring-
ing together two major mar-

kets, ASEAN’s combined popu-
lation of over 500 million and
Japan’s estimated 127 million.
In the long run, ASEAN’s con-
clusion of free trade agree-
ments with the other members
of the East Asia Summit (EAS)
namely, China, Korea, Austra-
lia, New Zealand, and India will
create a market of about 3 bil-
lion people. A strong partner-
ship between the Philippines
and Japan serves as a building
block to realize the vast poten-
tial and reap the benefits of this
huge market.

The Philippines and Japan
are part of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation and Ja-
pan will host an APEC Summit
in November this year. 2010 is
an important year for APEC.
The Bogor Declaration of 1994
commits APEC economies ‘‘to
complete the achievement of
our goal of free and open trade
and investment in the Asia-Pa-
cific no later than the year
2020...with the industrialized
economies achieving the goal of
free and open trade and invest-
ment no later than the year 2010
and developing economies no
later than the year 2020.’’ While
it may seem that there is still
some work ahead to be able to
meet the goals set out in the Bo-
gor Declaration, the Philip-
pines stands ready to cooperate
with Japan in continuing to
work with industrialized and
developing economies to help

maintain forward momentum
toward free and open trade and
investment.

The Philippines and Japan
have also been active partners
in promoting deeper and stron-
ger political-security relations
in the region and the world
through the ASEAN R e g i o n a l
Forum, ASEAN-Japan,
ASEAN+3, East Asia Summit,
and the United Nations, among
others frameworks. The suc-
cessful Philippine chairman-
ship of the 2010 Review Confer-
ence of the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons at the United Nations with
the historic adoption of a con-
sensus document was facilitat-
ed by the strong cooperation of
many countries such as Japan,
which supports the promotion
of the peaceful uses of nuclear
energy and the prevention of
the proliferation of nuclear
weapons.

The Philippines also deeply
appreciates the assistance ex-
tended by Japan in nation build-
ing. I would like to mention in
particular Japan’s unwavering
commitment to realize sustain-
able development in Mindanao,
demonstrated by Japan’s pres-
ence in the International Moni-
toring Team (IMT) since 2006
and the J-BIRD Program. In-
deed, Japan, JICA, JBIC and J-
BIRD have become symbols of
peace, hope, and sustainable
development for the Filipino
people.

With the successful and his-
toric conclusion of the first au-
tomated national elections, the

Philippines has reaffirmed its
commitment to the fundamen-
tal values of freedom, democ-
racy, and a respect for human
rights — values also shared by
Japan. The election of a young
president, who will have the op-
portunity to visit Japan during
the APEC 2010 Summit, bodes
well for the strengthening and
enhancement of the strategic
partnership between the Philip-
pines and Japan.

Nowhere is this partnership
more palpable and tangible
than in the steady stream of
people-to-people contacts and
cultural exchanges. The vi-

brant Filipino community in
Japan, the fourth-largest group
of foreigners in Japan at
around 228,000 and the growing
number of Japanese families
living in the Philippines, as well
as the exchanges of students,
nurses and care givers, long-
term expatriate workers and
managers, are generating
deeper understanding and cul-
tural appreciation between our
two peoples. These strengthen-
ing bonds will truly help bring
the dream of an East Asian
Community closer to fruition.

Indeed, as this year’s theme
for the 112th anniversary of the

declaration of Philippine Inde-
pendence states, ‘‘Kalayaan
2010: Tagumpay ng Bayan’’
(Freedom 2010: The Nation’s
Triumph), the Philippines can
celebrate and be grateful for
many blessings. Among them,
the Philippines is thankful that
Japan has always been a close
and strategic partner to help
the Philippines meet its goals of
increased prosperity and devel-
opment for its people. I am very
confident that the Philippines
and Japan will continue to culti-
vate a stronger and deeper
partnership in the years to
come. Mabuhay!
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Cameron abandons visit to Afghan base
Kabul
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

British Prime Minister David
Cameron was forced to aban-
don a visit to a military base in
Afghanistan on Thursday due
to suspicions that Taliban in-
surgents might try to shoot
down his helicopter.

Making his first visit to Af-
ghanistan as prime minister,
Cameron earlier ruled out in-
creasing Britain’s troop com-
mitment and called for quick-
er progress to bring troops
home.

He was due to visit troops at
Shahzad forward operating
base in Helmand Province, a
location seen as relatively qui-
et after recent counterinsur-
gency efforts, but his helicop-
ter was abruptly diverted af-
ter intelligence gathering
suggested a threat, aides said.

A government source said
intelligence had suggested in-
surgents might be planning to
bring down a helicopter. Fur-
ther information then indicat-
ed a possible attack on a VIP.

The prime minister was
able to visit an agricultural
school built with British funds
in Helmand. But the incident
underlined the scale of the
challenge in Afghanistan,
where the Taliban-led insur-

gency against the government
and its allies has raged for
nearly nine years.

‘‘This highlights in the
prime minister’s mind the
risks these brave men and
women are putting them-
selves through on a daily ba-
sis,’’ an aide to Cameron said.

Earlier the top NATO com-
mander in Afghanistan con-
firmed that a flagship cam-
paign against the Taliban
would take longer than expect-
ed in Kandahar.

Cameron, whose visit was
not announced in advance for
security reasons, held talks
earlier with President Hamid
Karzai and declared Afghani-
stan ‘‘the most important na-
tional security issue for my
country.’’

But he added, ‘‘The issue of
more troops is not remotely on
the U.K. agenda.’’

Britain has around 9,500
troops in Afghanistan, mostly
in the south, as part of a 46-na-
tion force. It is the biggest con-
tributor to the NATO-led mis-
sion after the United States.

His visit came a day after a
suicide bomber killed at least
40 Afghan wedding guests and
i  n a week that has seen 24
NATO soldiers killed in a se-
ries of attacks, including the
shooting down of a helicopter.

Ireland’s Labour Party tops poll
for first time amid recession

Dublin
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Ireland’s Labour Party
topped an opinion poll for the
first time ever on Thursday,
pushing the governing party
into third place in a move
that would radically alter
Irish politics if it were re-
peated in a general election.

A parliamentary election
is not due until 2012, but the
latest Irish Times/Ipsos
MRBI poll indicated that La-
bour would for the first time
lead a coalition government
with the traditional main op-
position party, Fine Gael.

While Ireland has been
praised by investors for
pushing through some of the
earliest and sharpest fiscal
reforms in Western Europe,
Prime Minister Brian Cow-
en’s Fianna Fail party has
remained hugely unpopular
throughout its deep reces-
sion.

Support for Cowen’s cen-
ter-left party fell by 5 per-
centage points to 17 percent,
while Labour, which has only
ever governed as a junior co-
alition partner and last did
so between 1992 and 1997,
rose by 8 percentage points
to 32 percent.

Center-right Fine Gael,
which observers have as-
sumed would benefit from
the government’s unpopular-
ity, slipped 4 points to a two-
year low of 28 percent.

Party leader Enda Ken-
ny’s satisfaction rating fell
further, by 7 points to 24 per-
cent.

Labour leader Eamon Gil-
more, seen in successive
polls as a more credible fu-
ture prime minister than
Kenny, saw his rating hold
steady at 46 percent, while
Cowen’s slumped 8 points to
18 percent.

‘‘I won’t walk away from
my responsibility,’’ Cowen,
who faces and is expected to
survive a parliamentary
confidence vote in his pre-
miership on Tuesday, told
national broadcaster RTE.

‘‘I am accountable for
what I do and I’ll face that ac-
countability at the end of my
term.’’

The poll sampling 1,000
voters was taken before the
publication of a report by the
central bank governor criti-
cizing government policies
in the runup to the country’s
banking crisis that led to op-
position calls for Tuesday’s
vote.

A year later, Iranian opposition patiently simmers
Thomas Erdbrink
Tehran
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

When office clerks, house-
wives, students and other ur-
ban Iranians took to the
streets a year ago to protest
what they said was massive
election fraud by President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, they
hailed the birth of a leaderless
popular movement that em-
bodied their aspirations for a
more open society.

‘‘We are all together’’ be-
came a favorite slogan of the
Green Movement, which
sprang to life last year after
Ahmadinejad was proclaimed
the landslide winner of the
June 12 presidential election.

Defeated opposition candi-
dates Mir Hossein Mousavi
and Mehdi Karroubi, who
quickly turned into figure-
heads, said it was not they, but
ordinary Iranians, who were
leading the massive antigov-
ernment demonstrations that
followed the vote. There was
no agenda other than a de-
mand for a new presidential
election, and no goal other
than the departure of Ahmad-
inejad.

Using word of mouth, social
media and cell phone text
messages, Iranians chal-
lenged the government in a
way long unimaginable in the
30-year-old Islamic republic
— or, for that matter, during
the centuries of monarchy
that preceded it.

Foreign governments, in-
cluding the United States,
lauded the advent of a major
grassroots movement, un-
precedented in the Middle
East.

Now, a year later, the mass-

es that made up the movement
have disappeared from the
streets of Tehran. Dozens of
protesters have been killed in
clashes with determined gov-
ernment forces; hundreds
have been arrested and put on
trial. Faced with overwhelm-
ing force, without guidance or
organization, the dissidents
these days cannot agree on
their goals, much less mount a
significant challenge to the
country’s leadership.

In their latest retreat, Mou-
savi and Karroubi on Thurs-
day called off an anniversary
demonstration that had been
planned for weeks, saying
they were acting ‘‘to safe-
guard the lives and properties
of the people.’’

‘‘Why risk our lives to make
a change, when it is complete-
ly unclear what the outcome
will be?’’ asked Ali, an office
manager who declined to be
further identified for fear of
retribution. ‘‘First we made
our voices heard on the street,

but we did not have a Plan B
when faced with the harsh re-
action of the state.’’

Although civil movements
typically witness the emer-
gence of leaders at some point,
most potential frontmen in
Iran were swiftly arrested. In
addition, as time went on,
many protesters held conflict-
ing ideas of the movement’s
aims. Some wanted only the
departure of Ahmadinejad;
others, often inspired by activ-
ists abroad, advocated noth-
ing less than the downfall of
Iran’s system of Shiite Muslim
clerical rule.

‘‘My wife and I don’t want
another revolution, but others
did,’’ Ali said. ‘‘Of course, such
a divided movement will face
problems.’’

‘‘Ultimately, it’s useless to
be leaderless,’’ the office man-
ager concluded. Only when a
serious leader emerges and
sets clear goals would he and
his wife return to the streets,
he said. Or only when some un-

foreseen incident occurs, he
added, ‘‘because in Iran, sur-
prising things can happen.’’

Like Ali, other Iranians in-
terviewed expressed deep-
rooted dissatisfaction that ap-
peared to go far beyond dis-
content over last year’s elec-
tion results. Harsh complaints
are routinely heard on public
transportation, at family par-
ties and in workplaces. Many
middle-class Iranians, espe-
cially those in the capital,
seem to feel as if the state is
doing everything it can to an-
tagonize them.

They worry about new gov-
ernment actions ranging from
enforcing the Islamic dress
code for women and arresting
university students to plans
for taking away their state
subsidies. Many in the middle
class fear that their liveli-
hoods are under continuous
threat.

So their anger, which first
erupted during the election,
continues to smolder. Whether

it will burst forth again — or
when or how that could happen
— cannot be predicted. But
some feel the government is
fanning the embers.

‘‘The mistakes of the gov-
ernment are keeping this
movement alive,’’ said Hamid
Reza Jalaeipour, a Tehran
University professor who sup-
ports the opposition. ‘‘There
are unemployed, addicts and
hooligans in our country, but
the government calls those
who contribute to our society
‘rioters.’ ’’ Among those back-
ing the opposition, he said, are
teachers, professors, artists
and merchants.

Authorities often flatly deny
that widespread dissatisfac-
tion exists, pointing to orga-
nized mass gatherings in sup-
port of government policies.

On sensitive days such as
Saturday’s anniversary of the
disputed election, the govern-
ment seeks to project strength
by stationing security forces
all over Tehran. It thus aims to

dissuade people from protest-
ing, critics say, instead of at-
tempting to reach any com-
promise with the disgruntled
middle class.

‘‘More than 90 percent of
people would support a settle-
ment between the camps, be-
cause people want the prob-
lems solved,’’ said Abbas Ab-
di, a political analyst critical
of the government. ‘‘But it is as
if they do not want any solu-
tion.’’

Close supporters of Mousa-
vi, the 68-year-old former
prime minister who says he
was cheated of victory in last
year’s contest, say he is un-
able to take a more hands-on
role. The arrests of many of
his advisers, relatives and
friends have left him isolated,
they say.

‘‘Because everybody is in
charge, the movement can
continue,’’ said Ali Shakori-
rad, a former member of Par-
liament and leading member
of the Islamic Iran Participa-
tion Front, which was recently
declared illegal by the judicia-
ry.

He said the opposition is
playing a waiting game, ex-
ploiting the weaknesses of the
government, which he assert-
ed is less powerful than it ap-
pears. The opposition’s inac-
tivity, he said, has caused
those advocating radical
change to lose interest, which
he considers a positive devel-
opment.

‘‘Ahmadinejad is making in-
creasingly more blunders, so
our first objective — getting
rid of him — is looking more
probable by the day,’’ Shakori-
rad said. ‘‘When that is
reached, the next step is free
elections.’’

Natural wonder: Puerto Princesa Subterranean River is a
navigable 8.2-kilometer-long underground waterway.
EMBASSY OF THE PHILIPPINES

Defiant: An injured supporter of defeated Iranian presidential
candidate Mir Hossein Mousavi covers his bloodied face
during riots over alleged vote-rigging in Tehran on June 13
last year. Right: Mousavi supporters run past burning debris
during the unrest in Tehran the same day. AFP-JIJI

Passing through: British Prime Minister David Cameron
arrives in Kabul to hold talks with Afghan President Hamid
Karzai on Thursday. AFP-JIJI

Maximizing a
strong economy
The Philippines is expecting a
substantial upward revision
of the country’s economic
growth projection for 2010,
buoyed by 7.3 percent growth
in the first quarter of the year.
The boom in GDP growth led
t  o a new government econom-
ic growth forecast of 2.6 per-
cent to 3.6 percent for 2010. In-
vestment banks have also
raised their Philippine eco-
nomic growth forecasts, with
Standard Chartered and JP
Morgan predicting an annual
growth rate of 5.9 percent and
6.8 percent, respectively.

Except for agriculture,
which was affected by the El
Nino dry spell, other sectors
of the Philippine economy
drew vigor from the global
economic recovery, election-
related stimuli and the unbri-
dled growth in income of over-
seas Filipino workers. Indus-
try grew an impressive 3.8
percent in the first quarter,
from a record 6.3 percent gain
in the previous quarter. The
services sector likewise post-
ed 3.6 percent growth as pri-
vate services, trade and fi-
nance posted substantially
positive growths. Manufac-
turing rebounded remark-
ably, with export growth at a
15-year high of 17.9 percent
and investments up by 24.3
percent.

Recently, the Philippine
government approved the
2010 Investments Priorities
Plan (IPP) in an effort to bol-
ster employment and invest-
ments in the country, while
cushioning the adverse ef-
fects of El Nino, particularly
in Mindanao. The IPP is an
annual listing of preferred or
identified industry sectors.
Projects that fall under the
IPP umbrella may be eligible
for a range of tax and nontax
incentives from the govern-
ment. The goal of the 2010 IPP
is to promote industry sectors
that could benefit from t he
global economic turnaround,
maximize opportunities aris-
ing from the full implementa-
tion of free trade agreements
(FTAs) and promote a green
economy.

The 2010 IPP has four ma-
jor areas: preferred activi-
ties, mandatory lists, export
activities and the Autono-

mous Region of Muslim Min-
danao (ARMM) list. A contin-
gency list from last year’s
IPP — comprising projects
and activities that were af-
fected by the global economic
crisis but which will never-
theless retain or even expand
investments and employ-
ment — has been retained.

One highlight of the 2010
IPP is the focus on green pro-
jects that cover the produc-
tion of goods leading to the ef-
ficient use of energy, natural
resources and raw materials,
or the minimization or pre-
vention of pollution. These
projects include systems and
processes that involve the ap-
plication of cleaner and more
efficient technologies for car-
bon dioxide and other green-
house gas emissions reduc-
tions.

The ARMM list includes
activities in agriculture,
aquaculture and fisheries,
basic industries, consumer
manufacturing, infrastruc-
ture and services, industrial
service facilities, engineer-
ing industries, energy-relat-
ed activities, the Brunei-In-
d o n e s  ia-Malaysia-Philip-
pines East Asian Growth
Area (BIMP-EAGA) trade
and investment enterprise,
tourism, health and educa-
tion services and facilities,
and the halal industry.

The Philippines is commit-
ted to forging stronger busi-
ness ties and seeking long-
term strategic relationships
with Japanese companies,
particularly with the imple-
mentation of the Japan-Phil-
ippines Economic Partner-
ship Agreement (JPEPA).
Philippine Trade and Indus-
try Secretary Jesli A. Lapus,
who co-chaired a May 24
JPEPA subcommittee meet-
ing on the improvement of the
business environment, com-
mented on the initial success
of the economic partnership
agreement, saying ‘‘The re-
sults are encouraging. Japa-
nese and Filipino business-
men have not fully utilized
the framework to the fullest,
the door has been opened to
both markets, businessmen
have to seize the trade and in-
vestment opportunities pre-
sented.’’

Protest leaders cancel vote-anniversary demonstrations: Web site

Tehran
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Iranian opposition leaders
have called off antigovern-
ment protests planned for Sat-
urday, the anniversary of last
year’s disputed presidential
election, an opposition Web
site reported.

Both opposition leaders Mir
Hossein Mousavi and Mehdi
Karroubi have decided not to
go ahead with demonstra-
tions, Karroubi’s Web site Sa-
hamnews.com reported
Thursday.

‘‘After receiving reports

from reformist parties and to
protect the lives and proper-
ties of the people, we announce
that the planned demonstra-
tions would not be organized,’’
they said in a joint statement
posted on the site.

In recent weeks both Mou-
savi and Karroubi had re-
newed calls for fresh presiden-
tial elections and said they re-
jected President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad’s authority.

U.S. President Barack Oba-
ma, meanwhile, urged the
world to support the Iranian
people in their fight for ‘‘free-
dom.’’

‘‘The courage of the Iranian
people stands as an example
to us and it challenges us to
continue our efforts to bend
the arch of history in the direc-
tion of justice,’’ Obama said in
the statement read by one of
his human rights advisers. ‘‘It
is the responsibility of all free
people and free nations to
make it clear that we are on
the side of those who seek free-
dom, justice and dignity.’’

Also Thursday, the United
States announced the appoint-
ment of a career diplomat and
nuclear disarmament expert
to oversee U.N. sanctions on

Iran over its suspected nucle-
ar drive and fill a similar role
on actions against North Ko-
rea.

Robert Einhorn, who will
serve as U.S. coordinator for
Iran and North Korea sanc-
tions, will keep his post at the
State Department as special
adviser on nonproliferation
and arms control to Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton.

Einhorn previously held the
position of assistant secretary
of state for nonproliferation in
the administration of former
President Bill Clinton.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


