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First appointments could begin in 2014

Anglicans back
female bishops
London
AP

------------------------------------------

The Church of England nation-
al assembly said Monday that
women should be allowed to
become bishops, making only
minor concessions to theologi-
cal conservatives who have
threatened to break away over
the issue.

Dioceses will now consider
the draft law, which would
leave it up to individual bish-
ops to allow alternative over-
sight for traditionalists who
object to serving under female
bishops. The dioceses must re-
port back by 2012 and a final
vote by the ruling body, the
General Synod, will still be
needed, but supporters say a
milestone has been passed.

‘‘The decision to consecrate
women as bishops has been
taken,’’ said church spokes-
man Lou Henderson. ‘‘Every-
body recognized the impor-
tance of offering safeguards
and assurances to those who
find it very difficult (to accept
female bishops), but in the end
Synod as a whole was not pre-
pared to go as far as the tradi-
tionalists would have liked.’’

The decision was not final
and still faced many hurdles.

After the dioceses make a
decision over the draft law,
the Synod will need to hold a fi-
nal vote to approve it. That
could be complicated by the
formation and desires of the
next incoming assembly, Hen-
derson said.

If approved, the first female
bishops could be appointed in
2014.

The decision is an impor-

tant step for the governing
Synod, which has for decades
been debating whether to let
women become bishops with
the same status as male bish-
ops. Traditionalist Anglicans
— believing allowing women
to be bishops is contrary to the
Bible — oppose the move and
say the decision could result in
many leaving the Church of
England. Others, however, ar-
gue that the church cannot af-
ford to be seen as stuck in the
past with out-of-date values.

Anglican churches in the
U.S., Australia, New Zealand,
Canada and Cuba already
have women bishops, Hender-
son said. The Church of Eng-
land began ordaining women
to the priesthood in 1994.

At a meeting at York Univer-
sity over the weekend, the Syn-
od narrowly voted down pro-
posals to impose restrictions on
the authority of female bishops.

Traditionalists had pro-
posed a structure that guaran-
teed more conservative par-
ishes would be supervised by
male bishops and led by male
priests who were not ordained
by a female bishop. Under that
proposal, the alternative bish-
op would have had some legal-
ly backed independence from
a female bishop.

The Archbishop of Canter-
bury Rowan Williams, who
leads the church, and Archbish-
op of York John Sentamu tried
to rally support for that plan to
keep the church unified.

But the ruling assembly re-
jected that proposal, which
would create, in effect,
‘‘second-class bishops,’’ Hen-
derson said.

Nationalists
clash with
Belfast cops
Unrest spreads
to nearby towns
after Orange
Order parades

Belfast Northern Ireland
AP

------------------------------------------

Authorities in Northern Ire-
land faced a major cleanup
Tuesday following two nights
of sectarian rioting that left
more than 50 officers injured
during a major Protestant
holiday.

Commuters faced delays
going to work as several roads
were closed because of
burned-out cars and other de-
bris on some thoroughfares.

Northern Ireland police say
55 officers were injured in two
nights of disturbances; the
worst injured reportedly was
a female officer who sustained
head and neck injuries when
she was hit in the head by a
brick.

Police and politicians ac-
cused Irish Republican Army
dissidents of orchestrating the
violence following Monday’s
province-wide marches by the
Orange Order, a British Prot-
estant brotherhood loathed by
the province’s Irish Catholic
minority.

A long-term solution for

dealing with Protestant pa-
rades needed to be found, said
Alistair Finlay, assistant chief
constable of Northern Ireland
police.

‘‘This is the only way we can
move away from the disorder,
tensions and fear that grips
Northern Ireland every year,’’
he said.

Monday’s violence began in
Ardoyne, a traditional IRA
power base in north Belfast,
where a hundred or demon-
strators tried to block one pa-
rade route while masked men
and youths on side streets
bombarded police with bricks,
bottles, stones and gasoline
bombs.

Riot police in helmets and
body armor dragged kicking,
flailing protesters from the
pavement of Crumlin Road
on Monday even as other pro-
testers packed into side
streets pelted police with
rocks, bricks and Molotov
cocktails.

Police deployed a massive
mobile water cannon to blast
the rioters while a helicopter
overhead monitored the mob.
Police also fired several
snub-nosed plastic bullets to
wallop or knock down rioters.

A news reporter saw one
teenage rioter holding a brick
get knocked off his feet as he
prepared to throw it. Blood
streamed from his face as he
scrambled from the pave-
ment. Other rioters stood fur-
ther back and threw empty

beer bottles blindly over roof-
tops into police lines.

Violence spread to several
other working-class Catholic
districts in Belfast and other
towns.

Masked men in Catholic
west Belfast hijacked a bus,
ordered it to be abandoned
outside a police station, and
claimed a bomb had been hid-
den on the top deck of the bus.
British Army explosives ex-
perts later declared the threat
a hoax.

In the town of Lurgan,
southwest of Belfast, masked
youths in a Catholic district
called Kilwilkie threw Molo-
tov cocktails both at police and
at a passenger train stopped in
the town. The engineer drove
the train away after Molotov

cocktails hit the side of one
carriage, but it did not catch
fire and none of the 55 passen-
gers on board was reported
hurt.

In the nearby town of Ar-
magh, several hundred Irish
nationalists in another Catho-
lic district gathered around
the burning hulk of a hijacked
vehicle. Police monitored that
scene but did not intervene.

Sporadic rioting continued
into early Tuesday — laying
bare the communal hostilities
that remain despite Northern
Ireland’s nearly two decades
of peacemaking.

‘‘Society wants to move for-
ward, and the organized ac-
tions of the past 36 hours are
doing nothing to reinforce the
peace that the people of Ire-

land voted for,’’ said Belfast
Mayor Pat Convery, a moder-
ate Irish nationalist.

Since 1998, a British-ap-
pointed Parades Commission
has imposed restrictions on
Orange marching routes to
prevent the Protestants — ac-
companied by ‘‘kick the pope’’
bands of tattooed men playing
fife and drum — from passing
most Catholic districts.

Still, authorities have failed
to negotiate alternative routes
for some parades, including
the one past Ardoyne’s row of
shops on Crumlin Road. The
thoroughfare connects one Or-
ange lodge to central Belfast.

The disputed Ardoyne pa-
rade involves a single Orange
lodge of about 30 men and an
accompanying band of about

50 men and boys. But it at-
tracts several hundred Prot-
estant supporters to match the
Catholic crowds opposed to it,
with police caught in the mid-
dle each summer.

The Orange Order com-
memorates July 12 — also
known as the Glorious
Twelfth, an official holiday in
Northern Ireland — as the
date when their community,
descended largely from 17th-
century settlers from Scot-
land, secured their place in
northeast Ireland versus
Catholic natives.

On July 12, 1690, the forces
of Protestant King William of
Orange defeated the army of
his dethroned Catholic rival,
James II, at the Battle of the
Boyne south of Belfast.

Conferral: Japanese architect Kazuyo Sejima is awarded the
Order of Arts and Letters by French Ambassador Philippe
Faure at his residence in Tokyo in April. EMBASSY OF FRANCE

Coming soon: Air France will fly the Airbus’ 21st century flagship A380 on its Narita-Paris route starting in September. AIR FRANCE

Visits: French Prime Minister Franç ois Fillon visits French insurer AXA’s headquarters in
Japan in 2008, with the company’s president, Henri de Castries (right). Fillon will again be in
Japan on July 15. AXA / EMBASSY OF FRANCE

No surrender: Nationalist protesters are removed by police in the Ardoyne area of Belfast, Northern Ireland, on Monday. AFP-JIJI

Deep exchanges help further partnerships
Philippe Faure
AMBASSADOR OF FRANCE TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

A long-awaited event for
young people in France took
place near Paris just a few
days ago. The Japan Expo,
which celebrates the latest
trends in Japanese pop culture

— J-pop, manga, anime — at-
tracted more than 180,000 visi-
tors in two days. Manga is so
popular in France that Japa-
nese is the second most trans-
lated language, just after Eng-
lish. And this is only one exam-
ple of the ‘‘Japan boom’’ that
France is currently experi-

encing.
Yet, this should not come as

a surprise. Our relations have
been of intense exchanges for
centuries.

In the cultural fields, the art
exhibition 115 Masterpieces
from the Musé  e d’Orsay (in-
cluding world-renowned
paintings by Paul Gauguin,
Claude Monet, Edouard Vuil-
lard, Vincent Van Gogh) cur-
rently organized at the Nation-
al Art Center, Tokyo, until
Aug. 16 (hundreds of thou-
sands of people have already
visited the exhibition) re-
minds us how deeply artists
from one of the major art
movements were influenced
by Japanese culture. Monet’s
painting ‘‘Impression: Sun-
rise’’ gave its name to the
movement, and he had built an
impressive collection of Japa-
nese prints.

Moreover, La Folle Journe ´e
Music Festival — Days of En-
thusiasm 2010, a concept origi-
nally from the French city of
Nantes and now taking root in
Tokyo, Niigata, Kanazawa
and Lake Biwa, had a striking

success with more than 900,000
spectators over only one week-
end.

In architecture, it is to the
Japanese architects Kazuyo
Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa
(SANAA) and Shigeru Ban
that the Louvre museum and
the Pompidou Center — two of
the most important art muse-
ums in France — have entrust-
ed the construction of their ex-
tension sites in Lens and Metz.

Economically speaking,
Japanese investments in
France and French invest-
ments in Japan are responsi-
ble for approximately 70,000
jobs in each country. The
French and Japanese have a
lot in common, in particular
strong industrial knowhow
and a long-term vision when
investing. Although Japan is
not as open to foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) as we would
have wished, France is the
second-largest investor in Ja-
pan and wishes to reinforce its
presence. In terms of trade,
there is room for improve-
ment especially in sectors
such as public procurement,

health care or transportation.
Politically, France and Ja-

pan share the same values and
agree on many issues. We are
delighted to see Japan’s recent
developments toward ratifica-
tion of the Hague Convention
in order to solve the problems
encountered by children from
divorced international cou-
ples. We hope to cooperate in
the future in areas such as the
environment, global gover-
nance, the reform of the inter-
national financial system and
financial regulations. There
are so many spheres in which
we can work together, particu-
larly with Japan hosting the
next COP10 meeting on biodi-
versity in Nagoya and France
holding the next presidency of
both the G-8 and G-20.

The regularity of diplomat-
ic visits is a good indicator of
our bilateral cooperation. Af-
ter the minister of exterior
commerce, the minister of
employment and the minister

for foreign affairs, among oth-
ers, we will receive our Prime
Minister Franç ois Fillon to-
morrow, July 15, for a visit
with a focus on economic ties

with the second-largest econo-
my in the world. Indeed, be-
fore meeting with his counter-
part, Naoto Kan, Fillon will
give a lecture titled ‘‘France

and Europe: a reform agenda
for raising growth’’ in which
he will demonstrate the vitali-
ty of France and the European
Union.
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