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North Korean statues offend Zimbabweans
Harare
AP

------------------------------------------

Two North Korean-made stat-
ues were meant to honor a na-
tional hero in Zimbabwe, but
people were so offended be-
cause of Pyongyang’s links to
a bloody chapter of their histo-
ry that one was taken down al-
most immediately and the oth-
er has not been erected.

Besides, at least one of them
didn’t even resemble Joshua
Nkomo, a former guerrilla lead-
er known as ‘‘Father Zimbabwe’’
who died in 1999 at the age of 82.

That the statues were de-
signed and made by North Ko-
reans is an affront to Zimba-
bweans, who blame North Ko-
rean-trained troops loyal to
President Robert Mugabe for
massacring thousands of civil-
ians as the government tried

to crush an uprising led by
Nkomo in the 1980s. The upris-
ing ended when Nkomo signed
a unity pact in 1987 and be-
came a vice president.

No offense was intended by
the choice of North Korea to
make the statues, said Godfrey
Mahachi, head of the state Na-
tional Museums and Monu-
ments. He said North Korea
was chosen simply because it
won the bid for the work by
promising favorable prices.

One of the Nkomo statues
was erected briefly last month
in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe’s sec-
ond-biggest city, on the site
where a statue of British colo-
nial era leader Cecil John
Rhodes once stood. Nkomo’s
family called his statue artis-
tically ‘‘ineffectual.’’

While there were no orga-
nized protests, criticism was

widespread before the unveil-
ing. Nkomo’s relatives were
quoted in newspapers com-
plaining that they had not been
consulted. Simon Dube, a Bu-
lawayo businessman, said the
Nkomo statue was shrouded
under a black cloth under po-
lice guard. Dube, who
glimpsed it, said the statue’s
head was too small for Nko-
mo’s famously heavy and im-
posing build.

Organizers kept the police
on hand during the unveiling
ceremony and took the statue
down within hours.

The other statue was to
have been placed in the capi-
tal, Harare, outside an office
tower known as Kariga-
mombe, which in the local
Shona language means ‘‘tak-
ing the bull by the horns and
slaying it.’’ Some saw that as

adding insult to injury: The
symbol of Nkomo’s Zimbabwe
African People’s Union party
and his former guerrilla army
was a rampaging bull.

Home Affairs Minister
Kembo Mohadi said that de-
spite the kerfuffle, the North
Koreans have been paid their
$600,000 for the two statues,
state media reported.

Nkomo spent his adult life
fighting colonialism and was
imprisoned for a decade for his
political activism against white
rule in Rhodesia, as Zimbabwe
was previously called. Father
Zimbabwe spearheaded black
nationalist resistance to white
rule well before Mugabe came
on the scene. Nkomo’s image
has appeared on postage
stamps, and Bulawayo’s inter-
national airport has been
named after him.

U.S. slaps sanctions
on Iranian officials
Multiple restrictions imposed for
‘sustained’ human rights abuses
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

The United States stepped up
pressure against Iran’s govern-
ment on Wednesday, slapping
financial and travel sanctions
on eight Iranian officials and
accusing them of taking part in
rampant human rights abuses.

Under an executive order
signed this week by President
Barack Obama, the State and
Treasury departments jointly
announced the sanctions,
which target Iranians who
‘‘share responsibility for the
sustained and severe violation
of human rights in Iran,’’ nota-
bly after last year’s disputed
presidential elections.

At a State Department news
conference, Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton said it
was the first time the United
States has imposed sanctions
on Iranians for violating hu-
man rights. The step adds an-
other layer to already heavy
U.S. sanctions on Iran, which
in the past have been imposed
over the country’s nuclear and
ballistic missile programs.

‘‘On these officials’ watch or
under their command, Iranian
citizens have been arbitrarily
arrested, beaten, tortured,
raped, blackmailed and
killed,’’ Clinton said. ‘‘Yet the
Iranian government has ig-
nored repeated calls from the
international community to
end these abuses.’’

The move bars the eight Ira-
nians from entering the Unit-
ed States, blocks any of their
U.S. assets and prohibits
Americans from doing busi-
ness with them.

Although none of the eight is
believed to have substantial
assets in U.S. jurisdictions,
Treasury Secretary Timothy
Geithner said he expects for-
eign financial institutions to
stop doing business with them.

‘‘We have found that when we
single out individuals and ex-
pose their conduct, banks, busi-
nesses and governments around
the world respond by cutting off
their economic and financial
dealings with these individuals,
these institutions, these busi-
nesses,’’ Geithner said.

Among the eight Iranians
targeted Wednesday is Mo-
hammad Ali Jafari, command-
er of Iran’s powerful Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps,
and one of his top deputies, Hos-
sein Taeb. Jafari is already
subject to U.S. sanctions relat-
ed to Iran’s nuclear program.

The U.S. said that forces un-
der the command of Jafari
and Taeb participated in beat-
ings, murder and arbitrary ar-
rests of peaceful protesters in
the aftermath of the June 2009
Iranian election.

Also named were Iranian
Intelligence Minister Heydar
Moslehi, four current and for-
mer police chiefs and prosecu-
tors, and Sadeq Mahsouli, cur-
rently Iran’s minister of wel-
fare and social security.

Mahsouli was minister of the
interior at the time of the June
2009 election, and in that role
had authority over all police
forces and Interior Ministry se-
curity agents, the administra-
tion’s announcement said.

‘‘His forces were responsi-
ble for attacks on the dormito-
ries of Tehran University on

June 15, 2009, during which
students were severely beaten
and detained,’’ the joint Trea-
sury and State statement said.

Clinton said that despite
President Mahmoud Ahmad-
inejad’s recent claims that hu-
man rights were respected
and protected in Iran, the situ-
ation has worsened since the
elections. She noted that this
week alone, two reformist po-
litical parties and two newspa-
pers were shut down.

‘‘The steady deterioration in
human rights conditions in
Iran has obliged the United
States to speak out time and
time again,’’ Clinton said.

Warders spared
Tehran AFP-JIJI

The families of three antigov-
ernment protesters killed in an
Iranian jail have exercised
their right to reprieve two
warders sentenced to death for
their murders, the Mehr news
agency reported Wednesday.

But in a letter carried by the
news agency, the families of
Mohammad Kamrani, Amir
Javadifar and Mohsen Ruho-
lamini demanded the senior of-
ficials they hold responsible for
the killings be prosecuted.

An Iranian military court
sentenced the two men to death
in June. But under Iranian law,
the lives of those on death row
can be spared if the families of
their victims exercise their
right to grant a reprieve and the
death sentence is then automati-
cally commuted.

Kamrani, Javadifar and
Ruholamini died in the notori-
ous Kahrizak prison, south of
Tehran, last year after they
were arrested during the un-
rest which erupted following
the controversial re-election
of President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad.

Berlin Wall
shooting game
sparks outcry

Berlin
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Twenty years after Germany
was reunified, a computer
shoot ’em-up game about the
so-called death strip on the bor-
der between West Germany
and the communist East
sparked an outcry Wednesday.

The game, called ‘‘1378’’ af-
ter the 1,378-km-long border,
is set in 1976 at the height of the
Cold War and allows players
to be an East German border
guard or a refugee desperate-
ly trying to flee communism.

Would-be escapees must
dodge the guards, clamber over
fences, negotiate barbed wire
and avoid the deadly automatic
shooting posts to escape to a life
of freedom in the West. Arrest
results in imprisonment.

Guards must stop them, with
or without weapons. However,
they may not shoot indiscrimi-
nately and too many refugees
killed can result in a court-
martial and ‘‘increased political
pressure on East Germany.’’

‘‘The player is confronted
with the dilemma: shoot or ar-
rest,’’ according to the game’s
website, www.1378km.de.

But, nearly 21 years since the
Berlin Wall was pulled down in
a bloodless revolution, the pain
remains raw and the game has
run into sharp criticism.

Rainer Wagner, head o  f a
group representing victims of
communist violence and who
himself spent two years in pris-
on following an escape attempt,
said the game ‘‘appealed to the
basest human instincts.’’

‘‘An aspect of this game, how-
ever, is even worse than other
shoot ’em ups because normally
in such games, one shoots at
armed enemies — here, it is un-
armed civilians,’’ Wagner said.

He slammed the game as a
‘‘further contribution to the bru-
talization and the breaking down
of society’s inhibitions under the
cover of historical reappraisal.’’

National development plan continues apace
Minoru Francisco Xavier Ueki
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 16th anni-
versary of the independence of
the Republic of Palau, I extend,
on behalf of the government
and the people of Palau, our
most cordial greetings to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor

Akihito and
Empress Mi-
chiko.

I also convey
greetings to
H.E. Naoto
Kan, the prime
minister of J a -

pan, and members of his Cabi-
net, and the people and the gov-
ernment of Japan.

Oct. 1 is a very special day
for Palau, marking its indepen-
dence from foreign rule as well
as the 16th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic re-
lations between Palau and Ja-
pan. We celebrate the achieve-
ments we have made since Oct.
16, 1994, when we began the

march to nationhood, and to use
this day to reflect and re-assess
our development progress vis-
a-vis development goals and
timelines in our national devel-
opment master plan, and to cel-
ebrate such milestones with our
developing partners.

In this connection, I reiter-
ate our appreciation to Japan
for her enduring partnership
and support to Palau over the
years, through which we have
received much-needed infra-
structure facilities, technolo-
gy transfer and humanitarian
services and others that help
accelerate development. We
also appreciate Japan’s lead-
ership in mitigating the im-

pact of climate change on
small island states with the
implementation of the Pacific
Environment Community ini-
tiative.

Palau is a thriving democ-
racy under the dynamic lead-
ership of President Johnson
Toribiong, the eighth presi-
dent of the Republic of Palau.
Upon taking office in January
2009, President Toribiong has
focused on expanding Palau’s
private sector, which current-
ly is driven primarily by tour-
ism with extensive Japanese
investment. We thank those
Japanese investors, and Pres-
ident Toribiong is inviting
even more Japanese compa-
nies and businessmen to in-
vest. In this connection the
Embassy of the Republic of
Palau is ready to help those in-
terested to explore the invest-
ment opportunities and poten-
tials that Palau offers.

In closing, I want to reiter-
ate President Toribiong’s invi-
tation to any Japanese who is
considering a vacation to visit
Palau.

May God bless the beautiful
nation of Japan and its people,
and the Republic of Palau and
its people.

Revolving pedestal: Zimbabweans pass a statue of British colonial era leader Cecil John Rhodes in Bulawayo. A statue of
guerrilla leader Joshua Nkoma was briefly erected last month on the same site. AP

Palau independence day

Heavenly beach: Palau is becoming a popular destination with resorts providing a relaxing tropical vacation. EMBASSY OF PALAU

Pacific nation welcomes investment
Johnson Toribiong
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the government
and the people of the Republic
of Palau, I extend our most cor-
dial greetings to Their Imperial
Majesties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, and to wish
them continued best of health.

I also extend to Prime Minis-
ter Naoto Kan and members of
his Cabinet, the government
and the people of Japan our
greetings and warm regards on
this very special day of the Re-
public of Palau.

Oct. 1 marks the 16th anni-
versary of our independence as
a sovereign nation.

It is time for celebration, re-
flection and rededication. We
celebrate the achievements of

the past 15 years amid the
many challenges we have faced
in our march to nationhood and
to rededicate ourselves to the
aspirations of our forefathers,
whose ideals, visions and perse-
verance for a sovereign nation
led to the realization of this day,
and to pay tribute to them and

those whose contributions had
been instrumental in the build-
ing of this nation.

In this regard, I offer special
recognition and gratitude to the
government and the people of
Japan for the generous support
and assistance extended to Pa-
lau over the years. Palau has
received various forms of assis-
tance from Japan, including
capital infrastructure improve-
ments and humanitarian assis-
tance by Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)
volunteers and exchange train-
ing programs. These contribu-
tions help improve the adminis-
tration and governance of our
nation and accelerate growth of
the private sector, which is crit-
ical to becoming a self-
sufficient nation. In this con-
nection I invite Japanese to de-
velop our private sector even
further by investing in Palau.
While Japanese investment in
the tourism industry is exten-
sive, there is enough room for
more investment and expan-
sion of this and other sectors of
our economy, and in this regard
I welcome Japanese c o r p o r a -
tions and individual b u s i n e s s -
men contemplating overseas

expansion of their business en-
terprises to consider Palau. I
appreciate all the Japanese vis-
itors who grace our islands for
vacation. They are truly good-
will ambassadors promoting
friendship and good will be-
tween our people, and I wel-
come more Japanese visitors,
especially readers of The Ja-
pan Times contemplating over-
seas vacations to consider Pa-
lau.

I welcome investment in the
agriculture, aquaculture and
fishery or other business ven-
tures, as well as the establish-
ment of retirement homes or
‘‘silver-hair’’ cities for Japa-
nese seniors. Palau offers
many investment opportunities
and I encourage, invite and wel-
come you to avail yourselves of
this opportunity to help make
Palau a close and lasting devel-
opment partner of Japan.

Finally, I congratulate
Prime Minister Kan for his con-
firmation as prime minister of
Japan, and I sincerely hope
H.E. Kan will find time during
his term to visit our island na-
tion as our most special guest.

May God bless Japan and the
Republic of Palau.
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