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Jailed China dissident wins Nobel Peace Prize
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

moved coverage of the Nobel
prizes, placed prominently in
recent days for the science
awards. Messages about
‘‘Xiaobo’’ to Sina Microblog, a
Twitter-like service run by In-
ternet portal Sina.com, were
deleted. Attempts to send mo-
bile text messages with the
Chinese characters for Liu
Xiaobo failed.

The Nobel jury said China,
as a growing economic and po-
litical power, needed to take
more responsibility to protect
the rights of its citizens.

‘‘China has become a big
power in economic terms as
well as political terms, and it
is normal that big powers
should be under criticism,’’
prize committee Chairman
Thorbjoern Jagland said, call-
ing Liu a symbol for the fight
for human rights in China.

More than a dozen friends

and supporters of Liu gath-
ered near the entrance to Di-
tan Park in central Beijing,
holding up placards congratu-
lating Liu. They shouted
‘‘Long live freedom of speech,
long live democracy’’ and
wore yellow ribbons on their
clothes to signify, they said,
their wish that he be freed.

The small demonstration,
initially undisturbed by po-
lice, pointed out the troubling
status of China’s dissident
community. Liu is almost un-
known in China except among
political activists. Passersby
on foot and bike did not stop,
ignoring the demonstration.

Norwegian Prime Minister
Jens Stoltenberg told national
broadcaster NRK he saw no
grounds for China to punish
Norway as a country for the
award. ‘‘I think that would be
negative for China’s reputa-
tion in the world, if they chose

to do that,’’ Stoltenberg said.
The Nobel citation said Chi-

na’s new world status must en-
tail increased responsibility.

‘‘China is in breach of sever-
al international agreements to
which it is a signatory, as well
as of its own provisions con-
cerning political rights,’’ it
said, citing an article in Chi-

na’s constitution about free-
dom of speech and assembly.
‘‘In practice, these freedoms
have proved to be distinctly
curtailed for China’s citizens.’’

The Charter 08 document
that Liu coauthored was an in-
tentional echo of Charter 77, the
famous call for human rights in
then Czechoslovakia that led to
the 1989 Velvet Revolution that
swept away communist rule.

‘‘The democratization of
Chinese politics can be put off
no longer,’’ Charter 08 says.
Thousands of Chinese signed
Charter 08, and the Commu-
nist Party took the document
as a direct challenge.

Police arrested Liu hours be-
fore Charter 08 was due to be re-
leased in December 2008. Given
a brief trial last Christmas Day,
Liu was convicted of subversion
for writing Charter 08 and other
political tracts and sentenced to
11 years in prison.

Funding, immigration cuts could cripple research

U.K. scientists glum
despite Nobel wins
London
AP

------------------------------------------

Britain’s research community
has just notched two Nobels —
but scientists in across the
country aren’t in any mood to
celebrate.

The nation’s new coalition
government plans steep bud-
get cuts to slash its debt and
tougher rules to control immi-
gration. Researchers, includ-
ing the newly minted Nobel
laureates, fear the moves
could cripple Britain’s scien-
tific community.

‘‘The world of science abso-
lutely relies on the efficient ex-
change of ideas,’’ Konstantin
Novoselov, one of two U.K.-
based Russians who won the
Nobel Prize in physics this
week, said Thursday. ‘‘If the
immigration laws for scien-
tists were made stricter . .  . I
wouldn’t be here today.’’

Immigration was a hot but-
ton issue in Britain’s recent
election, and officials have
pledged to dramatically re-
duce the number of people
making their way into the
country. As an interim mea-
sure, the government has
capped the number of mi-
grants from outside the Euro-
pean Union allowed into Brit-
ain at 24,100. Permanent caps
are expected next year.

Martin Rees, who presides
over Britain’s Royal Society —
the equivalent of the U.S. Acade-
my of Sciences — said that was
only one of the scientific commu-
nity’s worries. Excluding top-
class researchers from Britain
would be bad, Rees said, but it
would be even worse if research-
ers stopped wanting to come.

That, he said, is a real possi-
bility given the government’s
pledge to tackle the country’s
ballooning debt by slashing
spending across most of the

public sector. The scale of the
reductions won’t be known un-
til the government publishes
its proposed budget later this
month, but Rees said that the
£6 billion ($9.5 billion) in annu-
al science spending could fall
by as much as 20 percent.

Rees called the proposed
cuts a ‘‘false economy,’’ argu-
ing that research and develop-
ment would ‘‘surely be an en-
gine of future economic
growth’’ and that cutting it
now would only mean further
economic pain down the road.

He also pointed to research
showing that Britain had one of
the lowest levels of funding for
research and development
(amounting to 1.79 percent of
its gross domestic product,
compared with 2.68 percent in
the United States) and that oth-
er countries — such as France
and Germany — had recently
pumped billions of dollars into
their science projects.

Rees and others are pushing
officials to reconsider plans to
curtail the science budget, but
making their voice heard will
be a challenge in a year in
which nearly every sector of
the economy, from defense to
education, is lobbying hard to
avoid cuts. In this sense the
Nobels — awarded not only to
Novoselov and his partner,
Andre Geim, but also to Brit-
ish scientist Robert Edwards
for developing in vitro fertil-
ization — have been a publici-
ty coup for British scientists
trying to sway public opinion
over cuts and immigration.

The latter issue graced the
front page of the Times of Lon-
don, which carried a letter by
Novoselov and seven other No-
bel laureates — all of them sci-
entists — that asked the govern-
ment to reconsider its plans.

The laureates argued that
exceptions to the immigration

caps should be made for lead-
ing figures in science and in-
dustry — similar to ones made
for star athletes.

British Immigration Minis-
ter Damian Green was quick
to reject the appeal, arguing
that the plans had been dis-
cussed with business leaders
and other interested parties.

‘‘It is our aim to reduce the
level of net migration back
down to the levels of the 1990s —
tens of thousands each year, not
hundreds of thousands,’’ Green
said. ‘‘Introducing a limit on
migrants from outside Europe
coming here to work is just one
of the ways we intend to achieve
this. Britain remains open for
business and we will continue to
attract and retain the brightest
and the best people.’’

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Danube neutralizes toxic red sludge
Kolontar Hungary AP

The mighty River Danube was apparently absorbing the toxic red
sludge with little immediate harm, officials reported Friday —
even though the amount of caustic slurry spewed over western
Hungary was nearly as great as the Gulf of Mexico oil spill.

Revising even higher earlier estimates, government officials
said the reservoir break Monday dumped 600,000 to 700,000 cu.
meters of sludge onto three villages — just barely less in a few
hours than the 760,000 cu. meters the blown-out BP oil well gushed
into the gulf over the course of several months starting in April.

Officials with Hungary’s national disaster relief service,
meanwhile, said that a fifth person — an 81-year-old man — died
Friday morning from unspecified injuries sustained in the flooding

The sludge entered the Danube on Thursday and was moving
downstream toward Hungary’s neighbors — Croatia, Serbia and
Romania — amid fears it will kill off the river’s fish and plant life.

Forbes names first lady top woman
Washington AP

Forbes magazine is ranking Michelle Obama as the most
powerful woman in the world.

In annual rankings of the 100 most powerful women, released
Wednesday, Forbes says President Barack Obama’s wife has been
a ‘‘true change-maker’’ since coming to the White House. The
business publication cited her high approval ratings, her status as
a role model and her campaign against childhood obesity.

Obama displaced German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who had
held the top spot for the past four years. The U.S. first lady landed
in 40th place on Forbes’ 2009 list.

Woman mistakes glue for eye drops
Phoenix AP

A woman accidentally glued an eye shut when she mistook super
glue for her eye drops.

A TV station reported that Irmgard Holm of Glendale had
cataract surgery a year ago. She was reaching for what she
thought was one of her half-dozen eye drop medications. The
burning sensation told her immediately something was
seriously wrong. Holm said the eye drops and the super glue
bottles are nearly identical.

After putting super glue in her eye, Holm said she tried
washing it out, but the quick-drying substance did what it was
supposed to and sealed her eye shut.

Holm got to the hospital and staff cut off the hardened glue
covering her eye. Once the eye was opened, doctors washed it
out to prevent major damage, KSAZ-TV reported.

Boy, 6, corrects Missouri road sign
ManchesterMo. AP

St. Louis County highway officials are crediting a 6-year-old boy
with giving them some direction on making their road signs
more accurate.

KTVI-TV reported that elementary school student David
Hindes apparently noticed that a sign in the St. Louis suburb of
Manchester told motorists that a single curve was ahead rather
than the multiple twists and turns that actually unfold.

The boy repeatedly complained to his parents about the
discrepancy until his dad suggested he take action. The boy
wrote a letter to highway administrators who called him the
next day to tell him he’s right. The sign has since been updated.

Uganda-Japan cooperation: The new bridge across the River
Nile will be built in Jinja, Uganda. EMBASSY OF UGANDA

Four million and counting: Robert Edwards, the British pioneer of in vitro fertilization, sits with
two ‘‘test-tube babies’’ in London in 1998. AP

Uganda independence day

Liu Xiaobo

‘The Pearl of Africa’ offers much for investors, tourists
Wasswa Biriggwa
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF

UGANDA

------------------------------------------

On Oct. 9, 1962, the Republic of
Uganda gained its indepen-
dence and today Ugandans and
our friends all
over the world
celebrate the
48th anniversa-
ry of Uganda In-
d  e p e n d e n c e
Day. I am hon-
ored to take this
opportunity to
extend our profound gratitude
to the people of Japan for their
warm friendship and coopera-
tion over the years.

On this occasion, it is an hon-
or to convey the warm g r e e t -
ings and good will of H.E. Pres-
ident Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
of the Republic of Uganda to
Their Imperial Majesties the
Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko, H.E. Prime Minister
Naoto Kan, as well as the peo-
ple and government of Japan
for the strong partnership be-
tween our two countries and
people.

I also wish to express my sin-
cere gratitude to The Japan
Times for availing me the op-
portunity to address its es-
teemed readers.

Bilateral cooperation
Uganda views strong bilateral
relations with Japan as a key
pillar of its foreign policy. We
therefore appreciate the com-
mitment shown by the govern-
ment of Japan to warm bilater-
al relations through its unwa-
vering cooperation in both
bilateral and multilateral
spheres.

As we celebrate our National
Day, a lot has taken place in the
area of economic and political
cooperation with Japan.

In June 2009, the Hon. Sam
Kutesa, minister of foreign af-
fairs of Uganda, visited Japan

at the invitation of the Japanese
government, during which he
met several high-level Japa-
nese dignitaries and visited
some of Japan’s many re-
nowned sites, including tradi-
tional temples in Osaka, Miya-
jima Island in Hiroshima and
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Park and Museum. Following
his visit, the Hon. Kutesa ex-
pressed great appreciation for
the warm welcome and selfless
hospitality he received from
the Japanese people through-
out his stay and was struck by
the natural beauty and memo-
rable cultural experiences
abundant in Japan.

The minister’s official v i s i t
further cemented the close co-
operation between our two
countries and reaffirmed our
mutual commitment to policy
cooperation in various areas.

On this occasion, I am
pleased to further express the
profound appreciation of the
people of Uganda to Japan for
its continued support t h r o u g h
development projects in sever-
al areas, particularly in infra-
structure development.

Over the past year, Japan
has continued to support Ugan-
da through development coop-
eration in several sectors. I
would like to extend particular
appreciation for Japan’s sup-
port for the construction of the
River Nile Bridge in Jinja,
Uganda, a vital transportation
hub that connects several coun-
tries in the East African region
to the sea. This project will
greatly boost trade and cross-
border movement to the benefit
of the entire region and clearly
demonstrates to Ugandans and
our neighbors in East Africa
the strength of Japan’s commit-
ment to supporting regional
economic development in East
Africa.

Investment and trade
I would like to take this opportu-

nity to invite the Japanese busi-
ness community to explore the
many investment opportunities
available in Uganda particular-
ly in the key sectors of mining
and energy, agriculture, tour-
ism, information and commu-
nication technology (ICT) and
other sectors. Of particular
note are the lucrative opportu-
nities available in the oil and
gas sector, which is emerging
as one of the region’s most im-
portant.

Located at the heart of East
and Central Africa, Uganda
shares borders with some of Af-
rica’s most economically stra-
tegic and resource-rich coun-
tries. A stable macroeconomic
and political system, consistent
economic growth averaging 6
percent per annum and single-
digit inflation for well over a de-
cade have created a unique op-
portunity for foreign investors.

The Ugandan Constitution
(1995) and the Investment Code
Act (2000) also stipulate suffi-
cient laws to protect investors’
rights and property, and the
country is also a signatory to in-
ternational conventions and in-
stitutions including the Multi-
lateral Investment Guarantee
Agency (MIGA); Overseas
Private Investment Corp. (OP-
IC) of the U.S.; the U.N. Con-
vention on the Recognition and
Enforcement of Foreign Arbi-
tral Awards (CREFAA),
among others.

Uganda’s liberal economic
regime ensures the free inflow
and outflow of capital, unre-
stricted foreign ownership of in-
vestments and exchange rates
freely determined by the mar-
ket. Investors in Uganda enjoy
free trade and market access
preferences to several markets
including the Common Market
for Eastern and Southern Afri-
can states (COMESA), a region
with a market of over 380 mil-
lion people in 20 countries,
guaranteeing the business com-

munity more than 80 percent
tariff reductions in this regional
market.

Several Japanese companies
have already shown interest in
this key area and we invite the
Japanese business community
to contact this embassy as well
as the Uganda Investment Au-
thority with any queries on in-
vesting in Uganda.

‘The Pearl of Africa’
Lying astride the equator in
East Africa, Uganda is known
as ‘‘The Pearl of Africa’’ for its
magnificent natural beauty,
warm and hospitable people as
well as a rich mosaic of cul-
tures.

The country’s reputation as a
splendid tourist destination
continues to grow in Japan, re-
sulting in a dramatic annual in-
crease in the number of Japa-
nese tourists visiting Uganda.
The Japanese people’s great
love for nature and fascinating
cultures has generated interest
in visiting Uganda, whose at-
tractions are enjoyed by tour-
ists from all over the world.

Tourists from around the
world travel to Uganda to see
the rare sight of the majestic
mountain gorillas in their
mountain forest habitat, over
1,200 bird species in one coun-
try, the rich animal variety in
the national park and tropical
rain forests with the highest
number of primates in Africa.
Other attractions include the
savanna scenery and snow-
capped mountains as well as
Lake Victoria and the source of
the River Nile, where visitors
can enjoy white-water rafting
on the rapids of the Nile, a
unique experience with an un-
blemished safety record.

In light of the peace and secu-
rity prevailing in all areas of
the country as well as the devel-
opment of tourism infrastruc-
ture, Uganda offers a safe and
memorable experience for the

foreign visitor. We look for-
ward to welcoming Japanese
tourists in even larger numbers
and thank the many Japanese
tour agencies that are offering
Uganda as a package destina-
tion for Japanese tourists.

I have enjoyed meeting the
many Japanese people who
have visited Uganda. The em-
bassy remains at your disposal
for further information on tour-
ist attractions in Uganda as
well as related information pri-
or to your visit to Uganda.

Partners in the world
Uganda and Japan enjoy close
cooperation on the internation-
al stage particularly as both
countries are U.N. Security
Council members for the period
2009-2010. Uganda took its seat
on the Security Council in Janu-
ary 2009 as a representative of

the African Union and has coop-
erated closely with Japan and
other international partners in
promoting global peace and
stability. Our two countries also
share a common purpose and
partnership in tackling other
global challenges including cli-
mate change.

In light of its responsibility to
support peace efforts, Uganda
continues to provide the major-
ity of peacekeepers currently
stationed in Somalia under the
AU peacekeeping efforts in this
vital region. We extend appre-
ciation for the selfless commit-
ment Japan has demonstrated
to promoting peace and stabili-
ty in the region and reaffirm
our commitment to continued
cooperation with Japan on the
international stage.

On this occasion, I am fur-
ther pleased to extend warm

congratulations to all Ugan-
dans living and working in Ja-
pan and urge the Ugandan
community to always repre-
sent our beloved country with
dignity, integrity and an un-

wavering sense of responsi-
bility.

Let me end by wishing all of
you, dear readers, a happy
Oct. 9 Uganda National Day
celebration.
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