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Who shot the Emperor? Mystery over giant stag’s death grows in U.K.
London
AP

------------------------------------------

It’s a photo of animal majesty
that has turned into a murder
mystery: Who shot the Emper-
or? Nature lovers Tuesday were
mourning a red deer stag
dubbed the Emperor of Exmoor
—  a 2.75-meter giant reported to
be the biggest wild animal in the
British Isles. He was found dead
days after his picture appeared
in the national press.

The Emperor’s size set him
apart from the herd, but may
also have made him prize prey
for hunters willing to pay
handsomely for such a majes-
tic trophy.

‘‘With a set of antlers such
as this deer had, it was basi-

cally going to kill him in the
end,’’ said Richard Austin, the
photographer whose images
appeared in newspapers — in-
evitably accompanied by the
word ‘‘majestic.’’

For the 12 years of his life,
the Emperor roamed Exmoor
in southwest England, a wild
swath of heath and woodland
that has drawn hunters for 1,000
years. At 135 kg, he towered
over the other stags around
him, and during the autumn
mating season he easily kept
them at bay as he attracted a
harem of female deer.

Austin photographed the
stag during last year’s mating
season and again this year,
publishing photos that expan-
ded the animal’s renown. The

photos, first published Oct. 5,
showed the Emperor standing
regally in a field, his dramatic
antlers held high, and roaring
as two female deer looked on.

Mystery surrounds the
stag’s demise. Douglas Batch-
elor, head of the antihunting
group League Against Cruel
Sports, said he was shot two
weeks ago near a place called
Rackenford Moor.

The Emperor’s body is long
gone — his head possibly to a
taxidermist, the rest probably
to a butcher.

In most cases the hunter —
for a fee — takes the antlers or
entire head as a trophy. The
landowner keeps the carcass,
which often ends up being sold
for meat. Exmoor’s stags are

also stalked by poachers, who
sell their meat for cash.

Austin said he deliberately
did not reveal the Emperor’s
exact location, but some won-
dered whether the attention
his images drew to the animal
may have helped bring about
its death.

Patrick Llewellyn, assis-
tant picture editor at The Sun-
day Times Magazine, said it
was possible the publicity
made the Emperor a target.
‘‘But anyone who is interested
in choosing a trophy stag prob-
ably would’ve known of its ex-
istence before the exposure of
the photograph anyway, so it
is very hard to tell.’’

Local people were speculat-
ing furiously Tuesday about the

identity and nationality of the
hunter: Was it an American, a
European, or a wealthy Briton
who saw the picture and decid-
ed he wanted those magnificent
antlers on his wall?

‘‘Whoever has got the trophy
is going to keep pretty quiet
about it, because it has stirred
the most awful furor,’’ said Peter
Donnelly, a deer management
expert in the Exmoor area.

Hunting is a divisive issue in
Britain, where the traditional
practice of chasing down ani-
mals with packs of hounds was
outlawed in 2004 — though with
enough loopholes that hunting
carries on pretty much unim-
peded across the country.
These days deer are either
stalked using high-powered ri-

fles, or tracked down by hunt-
ers on horseback who use a pair
of hounds to flush out the ani-
mal, which is then shot.

Supporters say it is a vital
part of the rural economy, but
hunting is bitterly opposed by
some animal lovers.

Batchelor, of the League
Against Cruel Sports, said it
was ‘‘morally repugnant’’ to
shoot animals for sport.

But animal conservation-
ists say hunting helps main-
tain the health of the deer
herd. Since bears, wolves and
other large carnivores are ex-
tinct in Britain, the animals
have no natural predators,
and thousands are legally
hunted every year to keep
numbers in check.

Russia
losing fight
against
corruption
Moscow
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

Corruption in Russia has grown
even more blatant over the past
year, according to a report is-
sued Tuesday by Transparency
International, and the country
has fallen from 146th place to
154th on the organization’s Cor-
ruption Perceptions Index.

Russia tied with Tajikistan,
Papua New Guinea and sever-
al African countries, and was
ranked most corrupt among
the Group of 20 nations.

For the first time since
Transparency International be-
gan issuing its annual list 15
years ago, the United States
dropped out of the top 20 least-
corrupt nations, because of fi-
nancial scandals it has endured.
The United States fell from 19th
place to 22nd, behind Chile.

Denmark, New Zealand and
Singapore topped the list as
least corrupt, and Somalia
was at the bottom, just below
Afghanistan and Myanmar.

The rankings come as Mos-
cow is moving closer to joining
the World Trade Organization,
and as President Dmitry Med-
vedev hopes to foster a new
high-tech industry that w o u l d
make Russia a digital leader.

‘‘How can a country claiming
to be a world leader, claiming to
be a major energy power, be in
such a position?’’ asked Yelena
Panfilova, director of Transpar-
ency International in Moscow.

There is, she said, a ‘‘cata-
strophic gap’’ between civil so-
ciety and ‘‘state sabotage.’’
Corruption is everywhere — in
hospitals and in schools, in
utilities and in the corps of
traffic police — but Panfilova
said Russia is falling ever
more deeply down the interna-
tional list because of a sense of
immunity in the higher levels
of the government.

Last October, Medvedev
launched a ‘‘Forward Russia’’
campaign against corruption,
but by July he acknowledged it
had achieved no results. He says
government ministers don’t fol-
low through on his orders, and
this, said Yuli Nisnevich, chief
researcher for Transparency
International in Russia, is a con-
sequence of corruption.

U.K. beefs up police
amid terrorist threat
Urban attack scenario prompts
new training, weapons upgrade
London
AP

------------------------------------------

The British bobby is about to
go ballistic.

Faced with growing terror-
ist threats involving urban
areas, British police are re-
ceiving new weapons and spe-
cialized training from the
SAS, Britain’s elite military
unit. The hope is that the train-
ing and equipment will help if
Britain ever faces an attack
similar to the 2008 Mumbai
shooting spree that killed 166
people and paralyzed India’s
business capital for days.

Tuesday’s announcement
came amid an active Europe-
an terrorism threat being
tracked by U.S. and European
officials. The U.K.’s terrorism
threat rating remains at ‘‘se-
vere’’ — the second highest
tier — which means an attack
is likely.

News of a possible Mumbai-
style small-arms attack
emerged last month after the
CIA increased strikes in Paki-
stan to flush out al-Qaida oper-
atives suspected in the plot.
Some of the plot’s details came
from a terrorist suspect ar-

rested in Afghanistan, intelli-
gence officials have said.

Terrorist attacks in cities
pose multiple challenges —
there are more people, in-
creased difficulties in re-
sponding because of clogged
routes and multiple problems
in evacuating crowds.

British officials have re-
fused to comment on whether
the plan will arm more of Brit-
ain’s some 144,000 police offi-
cers — a fraction of whom are
in armed response units. But
they praised the new training.

‘‘We are in a much better
place than ever before, with
dedicated counterterrorism
units based within our regions,’’
a spokeswoman for the Associ-
ation of Chief Police Officers
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity in line with depart-
mental policy. ‘‘This new train-
ing and equipment will put us in
an even better position.’’

Part of the problem in
Mumbai was that the first In-
dian police to respond were
armed with little else than
sticks and batons while the at-
tackers had AK-47s.

Britain has a deep-rooted
tradition of having unassum-

ing and unarmed police —
iconic images of bobbies don-
ning their trademark hats and
batons.

Although gun crimes are
relatively rare in Britain be-
cause of tough gun laws, un-
armed police struggled for
hours last summer to stop a
taxi driver who went o  n a
shooting spree, killing a dozen
people in rural England. Offi-
cers said they had to break off
their pursuit of the suspect,
Derrick Bird, when he turned
his gun on unarmed officers.

The new police arsenal will
include automatic or semiau-
tomatic weapons that are
more powerful and accurate,
but Britain’s Home Office —
which oversees the police —
refused to give further details
about the types of weapons or
how many officers would re-
ceive them.

Some U.S. officials have been
calling for American police offi-
cers to be armed with assault ri-
fles to better prepare for Mum-
bai-style urban attacks.

Warren Bamford, the spe-
cial agent in charge of the FBI
in Boston, has backed propos-
als to arm some neighborhood
police with the semiautomatic
weapons. Boston Mayor Tom
Menino had criticized a pro-
posal to arm up to 200 officers
with M-16s, saying only spe-

cialized police units should
have those guns.

The New York Police De-
partment, after studying the
Mumbai attack, decided to
train reinforcements for its
400 Emergency Service Unit
officers who can carry fully
automatic Colt M4 rifles. An
additional 200 officers have
regularly been put through
exercises using Mini-14s, a
lightweight semiautomatic
weapon.

Indian police are also
changing their tactics and
equipment.

‘‘Mumbai police officers
showed tremendous devotion
to duty, but they lacked
the requisite commando
training and equipment to
fight the attackers,’’ said
K.P.S. Gill, a retired senior
Indian police officer with ex-
perience in India’s counterin-
surgency operations.

An inquiry this month into

the 2005 suicide attacks in Lon-
don that killed 52 commuters
illustrated just how difficult it
was for emergency workers to
reach four separate blast sites
and the chaos that reigned as
everyone tried to determine
what was happening.

Militaries around the world
have long struggled with ur-
ban warfare. ‘‘The Battle of
Algiers’’ — a film about
France’s colonial struggle
with insurgents in the Algeri-

an capital — has been used by
militants and governments
alike as a training lesson in ur-
ban combat.

‘‘Most of us have specialized
training of some sort, but a situ-
ation like Mumbai would be dif-
ficult to deal with in London —
largely because of how densely
populated it is and because of
how badly it’s congested,’’ a po-
lice officer in a specialized unit
said. ‘‘There would almost cer-
tainly be casualties.’’

Weapons cache: An armed police officer walks near children in central London on Tuesday. AP

Hunt for the killer: Nature
lovers are mourning the death
of a red deer stag dubbed the
Emperor of Exmoor, a
2.75-meter-tall giant that was
reported to be the biggest wild
animal in the British Isles. AP

Golden city: Situated on the Vltava River in central Bohemia,
Prague is the political, cultural and economic center of the
Czech Republic. EMBASSY OF CZECH REPUBLIC

Czech Republic national day

Fostering cultural exchange

Petr Holy
FIRST SECRETARY OF THE EMBASSY OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC,

DIRECTOR OF THE CZECH CENTRE TOKYO

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Czech Centre Tokyo was opened in 2006 — the only one in Asia
— at the Embassy of the Czech Republic on Nisseki-dori Street in the
Hiroo area. Czech Centres are subsidiary bodies of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, and their main aim is to
actively promote abroad the Czech Republic and its rich culture, art,
design, films, trade and tourism. The mission of the Czech Centre
Tokyo is to increase awareness of the Czech Republic in Japan and
to initiate a forum for cooperation and the exchange of ideas between
the two countries. The Czech Centre Tokyo organizes exhibitions,
cultural events, free Czech movie screenings to enhance cultural
dialogue.

The center houses the Czech Tourism section, an exhibition hall
and a library with books on Czech art, architecture, photography,
design, history, etc., to provide resources for obtaining relevant
information about the Czech Republic to students, scholars,
business people, tourists and the general public. Currently, the
center is running an exhibition of well-known Czech illustrator
Stanislav Holy until Nov. 5. Then it will be hosting a Czech
typography magazine TYPO exhibition (TYPO was awarded the Red
Dot Award 2010 recently) until the end of 2010. The center is also
organizing movie screenings known as the Czech the Cinema
project and Czech language courses. We welcome anyone whose
interests are focused on Czech phenomena.

The Czech Centre Tokyo is located at Nisseki-dori, Hiroo 2-16-14,
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-0012. Tel: (03) 3400-8129; Fax: (03)
3400-8186; Czech Tourism section tel. (03) 3797-7383;
www.czechcentres.cz/tokyo

Economic relations grow with bilateral direct investment in technology
Jaromir Novotny
AMBASSADOR OF CZECH REPUBLIC

------------------------------------------

The Czech Republic celebrates
its National Day on Oct. 28. I
would like, first and foremost,
to avail myself
of this opportu-
nity, on behalf
of the president,
g  o  v  e  r n m e n t
and people of
the Czech Re-
public, to con-
vey my most
sincere greetings and wishes of
good health and prosperity to
Their Imperial Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress Mi-
chiko, and to all members of
the Imperial Family. It is my
great honor to extend my
greetings to the government of
Japan, and to address the Jap-
anese people and friends of the
Czech Republic on this very
auspicious occasion.

Current Czech-Japanese re-
lations are marked by dyna-
mism in political and cultural
cooperation, and it is therefore
our wish that they will further
develop and be enhanced with
the aim of reaching their full
potential in economic and sci-
entific cooperation as well.

As we celebrate the 92nd an-
niversary of the founding of
then Czechoslovakia in October
1918, we further have to com-
memorate the 17th anniversary
of the newly born Czech Repub-
lic. The Czech Republic builds
on all the positive achieve-
ments of the former Czechoslo-
vakia on the international
scene. An important aspect in
this respect was the smooth and
peaceful split, ‘‘velvet divorce,’’
of the former federation.

With the size and population
of a midsize European country,
its open economy, exports and
services that account for a con-

siderable part of its GDP, and
as country with limited natural
resources, the Czech Republic
i  s t  o a large extent dependent
on international cooperation.

NATO membership, OECD
and European Union accession
together constitute the accom-
plishment of key foreign policy
priorities since the establish-
ment of the independent Czech
state. These features play a de-
cisive role in strengthening and
consolidating its international
position and security. For the
Czech Republic, these major
organizations constitute new
ways and means of promoting
the country’s interests abroad.

In the international arena,
Japan and the Czech Republic
fully support a worldwide de-
termination to defy and eradi-
cate international terrorism,
and thus guarantee peace and
stability, democracy, justice
and human rights around the
world. Not surprisingly, that is
why the challenges of today’s
world have brought our two
countries even closer to help
and cooperate side by side in
different areas.

Czech industrial production
has a long history, and many
products have become well-
known and reputed in Japan
and worldwide. One of the re-
public’s traditional industries is
glass-making. Czech beers are
some of the best-known in the
world. The most famous beers
are from the biggest Czech
brewers, including Prazdroj
(Pilsner Urquell), Pivovary
Staropramen, Budvar (the
original Budweisser-Budvar),
Radegast, Bernard. There are

also many other smaller, often
family-run breweries in the
Czech Republic.

Only four car manufacturers
in the world can boast more
than 100 years of tradition. One
of these is Skoda. It was
founded in 1895 and in 1905 pro-
duced its first car. In 1991, Sko-
da Auto became the fourth
brand of the Volkswagen
Group. It presently employs
about 20,000 people and produc-
es around half a million cars
per year.

In 2004, the Czech Republic
made its first direct investment
in Japan. Moravia IT, a suc-
cessful software localization
company with branches in
many countries around the
world, entered the Japanese
market with great help from
JETRO’s Business Support
Center program. Since then,
other Czech high-tech compa-
nies have moved into Japan.
Science and technology seems
likely to be one of the most im-
portant and strategic aspects of
mutual cooperation in the fu-
ture. This growing interest on
both sides is reflected in the
new tradition of Czech-Japan
Science and Technology Days.
The next one will be held in
Prague.

Economic relations between
the Czech Republic and Japan
have never been better in their
recent history. From a starting
point close to zero 13 years ago,
we can find now more than 256
Japanese manufacturing, trad-
ing and research and develop-
ment companies successfully
operating in the Czech Republic
today. Japan is the second-larg-

est investor in the Czech Repub-
lic, mainly in the automobile
and electronics industries. The
flagship of these projects is the
TPCA (Toyota-Peugeot-Ci-
troen) joint venture auto plant.
Besides Toyota Motor Corp.,
there are many other famous,
high-tech Japanese companies
like Matsushita (Panasonic),
Toray, Denso, etc., in the Czech
Republic.

I am very proud that the
Czech Republic can be consid-
ered a hub for Japanese indus-
trial high-tech investment pro-
jects in Central Europe.

As an expression of the great
appreciation of Japan’s leading
role in the field of high technolo-
gy, and in memory of the fa-
mous Czech writer Karel Ca-
pek, who in 1920 conceived the
word ‘‘robot,’’ the Czech Repub-
lic in 2004 dedicated the Karel
Capek Robot Cup crystal tro-
phy to the winners of the Robo-
con contest organized by NHK.

The Czech Republic is de-
lighted with the interest that the
Japanese public shows toward
its culture. Therefore, the deci-

sion was made to establish a
Czech Centre in Tokyo four
years ago in October 2006. This
specialized government institu-
tion (the only one in Asia) is ful-
ly committed to the task of pro-
moting Czech culture in Japan
and I firmly believe that by pro-
moting cultural cooperation be-
tween the Czech Republic and
Japan it also contributes to
deepening the friendly rela-
tions between our nations.

Let me conclude by express-
ing my deep appreciation for
the efforts and supportive role
of all Japanese partners and
friends in promoting the fur-
ther enhancement of the benefi-
cial and mutually advanta-
geous ties between our two
countries. I wish further suc-
cess and long-lasting prosperi-
ty to both our nations.

My last words in this mes-
sage are for all the Czech resi-
dents in Japan, who contribute
so much with their work to the
knowledge and good image of
the Czech Republic. I thank you
all very sincerely and wish you
a very pleasant National Day.
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