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Angola national day

Angola — 35 years of achievements:
freedom, peace and development

Andre Panzo
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE REPUBLIC
OF ANGOLA

This Nov. 11, Angola cele-
brates the 35th anniversary of
its independence. On Nov. 11,
1975, the Ango-
lan people and
all their friends
around the
world joyously
celebrated the
emergence of
the Republic of
Angola as anin-
dependent and sovereign
state.

On this auspicious occasion,
I take the opportunity to ex-
tend, on behalf of H.E. Jose
Eduardo dos Santos, president
of the Republic of Angola, the
people and the government of
Angola, our best wishes for
peace, good health and pros-
perity to Their Imperial Maj-
esties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, to the dis-
tinguished members of the
Imperial Family, as well as to
the government and the
friendly people of Japan as a
whole, and to thank them, as
always, for their cooperation,
friendship and solidarity with
the people of Angola.

By the same token, I feel the
occasion is timely to extend
my heartfelt congratulations
to all the Angolan citizens liv-
ing in Japan, and express my
best wishes for continued good
health and success in the com-
ing year while encouraging
them to continue abiding by
the rules and customs of this
beautiful and friendly country
so as to be worthy of their Jap-
anese hosts’ confidence and
respect.

The occasion is therefore
the most appropriate one to
pay a well-deserved tribute to
all Angolans as well as all

President of the Republic of
Angola José Eduardo dos
Santos

friends of Angola who sacri-
ficed their own lives for the in-
dependence of our beloved
motherland, an effort that
paved the way for the current
and future generations.

Political stability

The latest and encouraging
developments in Angola’s his-
tory have been made possible
as aresult of the peace, stabili-
ty and democracy prevailing
in the country since 2002. On
the other hand, the vision and
leadership of President dos
Santos, as well as the total
commitment of all Angolans
in their collective endeavor to-
ward the development of the
country, has been playing a
key role in the preservation of
the sovereignty, the unity and
national cohesion, the consoli-
dation of democracy and the
normal functioning of the
state institutions.

Ever since the re-establish-
ment of a lasting peace
throughout the country, the
Angolan government has been
and is still working arduously
toward the development of the
country and consequently for

Anniversary: Official logo celebrating 35 years of independence

the improvement of the living
conditions of its people.
Thanks to such efforts and de-
spite the yet prevailing inter-
national financial crisis, An-
gola has reached considerable
achievements in the various
spheres.

Overtaking many con-
straints resulting from the in-
ternational financial crisis, to-
day we proudly feel that our
efforts were worthwhile as the
world acknowledges that the
Angolan economy is among
the fast-growing economies in
the world, with a predicted
growth rate of 4.5 percent in
2011, and a concrete perspec-
tive momentum of 8 percent

growth.
Judging by the most recent
macroeconomic achieve-

ments, Angola can therefore
be regarded as one of the few
major emerging markets in
Africa.

It should, however, be
stressed that the current eco-
nomic growth rate is not mere-
ly a result of the growth of the
oil industry, although Angola
is, of course, still a country de-
pendent on that commodity.
The high rates of economic
growth are also the visible re-
sult of the public investments
the government has been
making since the achievement

of peace and the re-establish-
ment of political stability in
the country. After eight years
of peace, we are proud to note
that the investments so far
made have proven to be wor-
thy and fruitful.

At the time that we cele-
brate the 35th anniversary of
our national independence,
the Angolan people have suffi-
cient reasons to be proud of the
country’s achievements in the
different spheres since the
country broke away from then
colonial masters. Despite the
war, which profoundly affect-
ed the implementation of
many initiatives taken by the
government, it is worthy to
note that much has been done,
namely and above all the
maintenance and consolida-
tion of national sovereignty
and the cohesion of all the An-
golans regardless of anyone’s
political affiliation; the re-es-
tablishment of lasting peace
throughout the country; the
democratization of the society
with the introduction of a mul-
tiparty system in Angola; the
enactment of a new constitu-
tion, last February, which en-
shrines the consolidation of
democracy and guarantees all
the fundamental rights and
freedoms of the Angolan peo-
ple.

Good governance at all lev-
els of public administration,
transparency and account-
ability is another success sto-
ry achieved by the Angolans.
The enactment of legal instru-
ments such as the Probity Law
— which promotes checks
against the abuse of power,
mismanagement, corruption
and instilling the sense of in-
tegrity, good governance and
uprightness in the entire soci-
ety — will certainly play a
very important role in the path
of the ongoing development ef-
forts.

Why investin Angola?

Located in the heart of Africa
and extending its territory into
two important African subre-
gions, namely Southern and
Central Africa, Angola enjoys a
unique location, giving the
country a commanding advan-
tage and an appropriate harbor
for regional trade and invest-
ment. The natural endowments
in minerals, oil, abundant raw
materials for manufacturing;
having a very skilled and hard-
working people; and value ad-
dition coupled with its member-
ship to three notable and suc-
cessful regional economic
communities, namely the
Southern Africa Development
Community (SADC), the Eco-
nomic Community of Central
African States (ECCAS) and
the Common Market for East-
ern and Southern Africa (CO-
MESA), make Angola one of
the most suitable African coun-
tries in which to do business.

In addition, the Republic of
Angola is also an active mem-
ber of the Gulf of Guinea Com-
mission, whose headquarters
are located in its capital city
Luanda as Angola currently
holds its rotating chairman-
ship. As it is acknowledged
worldwide, the Gulf of Guinea
Commission is undoubtedly
emerging as an important
stakeholder of the global econo-
my, encompassing many coun-
tries for a market size of about
300 million consumers, gener-
ating a gross domestic product
(GDP) of $112 billion, exports of
about $45.5 billion and imports

Awesome sight: The Kalandula Falls are one of the largest in Africa.

of about $31.7 billion.

In conclusion, there is no
doubt that investing in Angola
offers market access to the
three above mentioned region-
al economic communities,
which arguably are considered
as being the most integrated
and possibly the most success-
ful of all of the African trade
blocs in terms of regional coop-
eration and mutual benefit of
its members, being the reason
they are perceived as the pil-
lars of the African Economic
Community (AEC), economic
blocs that are home to about 700
million consumers spread
across 44 different countries.

At this particular moment
that the Angolan government is
mobilizing all its efforts and
means for the development of
its economy, I feel particularly
honored to invite the Japanese
public and private sectors to in-
vest in Angola, taking the op-
portunities and advantages of-
fered by the Angolan economy
on a win-win basis. Such invest-
ment can be made through fi-
nancing various projects or
providing technical assistance
in the complex endeavor of re-

building the country’s infra-
structure and poverty reduc-
tion.

Bilateral cooperation

Angola and Japan have been
enjoying fruitful cooperation
for the last three decades since
the establishment of diplomatic
relations in September 1976. On
the global scene, the two gov-
ernments share many common
values and aspirations regard-
ing peace, security, human
rights, democracy, the rule of
the law, climate change, and so
on, which constitutes the plat-
form for the two countries to en-
joy excellent and mutual sup-
port on many initiatives at vari-
ous multilateral forums. We
are pleased to note that with
each passing year the bilateral
cooperation is being strength-
ened.

As far as the bilateral coop-
eration between Angola and Ja-
pan is concerned, it is gratify-
ing to note that with each pass-
ing year the cooperation is
evolving continuously for the
benefit of both governments
and peoples on a win-win basis.
As aresult of the increasing in-
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terest from the public and pri-
vate sectors of both sides, the
economic ties are growing and
consolidating rapidly. During
the current year alone, without
counting the many Japanese
businessmen who visited Ango-
la in pursuit of business oppor-
tunities, two high-level joint
private-public trade and invest-
ment delegations visited Ango-
la in July and August with the
aim to get acquainted with the
current Angolan business envi-
ronment as well as to enhance
the Japanese private sector’s
participation in Angola’s devel-
opment efforts.

Last May, the two govern-
ments signed a Memorandum
of Understanding aimed to
promote and expand bilateral
relations in the field of miner-
al resources between the two
countries. At the same time,
discussions on a bilateral
Agreement for the Liberaliza-
tion, Promotion and Protec-
tion of Investments are at a
very advanced and good
stage. It is believed that once
that landmark legal frame-
work is concluded, aiming to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Heritage: The Black Rocks at Pungo Andongo have imprints
of the footsteps of the 17th-century Queen Nzinga of the
Ndongo and Matamba kingdoms of the Mbundu people in

southwestern Africa.
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Angola seeks investment

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

further promote investment
and strengthen the existing
economic relationship ties as
well as the creation of favor-
able conditions for greater in-
vestment by investors from
both countries, the economic
and technical cooperation will
evolve rapidly.

Iwould like to commend the
sterling work that the Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) and other re-
lated Japanese agencies are
undertaking in Angola in the
field of technical cooperation
and infrastructure develop-
ment. The recent opening of
JICA’s office in Angola, the
conclusion last August of the
Emergency Rehabilitation
Project of the Namibe Port,
the rehabilitation of Josina
Machel Hospital, the con-
struction of a Vocational
Training Center in Viana Mu-
nicipality; the ongoing efforts
for the financing aimed to re-
habilitate the Angolan textile
industry; the implementation
of the SMASSE Project aimed
at training the trainers in the
mathematics field, among
others are, indeed, a visible
and encouraging showcase of
the cooperation between An-
gola and Japan.

It is important to note that
Angola is not a country closed
to the outside world. Since its
independence, Angola has es-
tablished and enjoys good and
fruitful relations with all coun-
tries in the world as well as
with the Bretton Woods insti-
tutions, namely the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and the
World Bank, based on univer-
sal guiding principles, name-
ly, mutual respect and under-
standing, real cooperation and
a win-win approach.

Angola welcomes Japan’s
continuous commitment for
the consolidation of the Tokyo
International Conference on
African Development (TI-
CAD), as well as the accep-
tance of the African Union

Commission as a co-organizer
of this partnership forum. We
believe that the full participa-
tion of the AU in the TICAD
process will add a new, multi-
lateral dimension to Japan’s
already strong bilateral rela-
tions with African countries
and, therefore, bring the much
needed synergy to a clear im-
plementation and followup of
the agreed to commitments
for mutual benefit. We also
strongly believe that the TI-
CAD framework is the most
appropriate way to motivate
and implement the much
needed people-to-people ex-
changes and contacts between
the peoples of Africa and Ja-
pan.

I take the opportunity to sa-
lute all the members of the An-
gola-Japan Friendship Asso-
ciation and all the friends of
Angola who have been work-
ing tirelessly in spreading
awareness of the Angolan re-
ality in Japanese society. We
believe that everyone’s efforts
are an important component
for the successful and increas-
ing cooperation between An-
gola and Japan.

To the many companies
who had the opportunity to ex-
press their greetings to the An-
golan people, through their
sponsorship, I would like to
take the occasion to express
our deep appreciation and
gratitude for their coopera-
tion, friendship and under-
standing. I assure them that
their sponsorship, patronage
and cooperation, which we
highly value, will never be for-
gotten.

Last but not least, I would
like to express my deep appre-
ciation to The Japan Times for
giving me, once again, the op-
portunity to address its distin-
guished readers on this joyous
occasion and provide an over-
view of some of Angola’s
achievements.

Thank you very much and
let’s meet in Angola so that we
can talk about business.

Rare species: The giant sable antelope is native to the region
between the Cuango and Luando rivers in Angola.
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