
The Japan Times PUBDATE: 11/11/20010 PAGE: 6 C M Y K OUTPUT TIME: 17:58:38

11/11/1910 / / PT SUP/PG 6/ED 1

6 THE JAPAN TIMES THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2010 (3)

Angola national day

Angola — 35 years of achievements:
freedom, peace and development
Andre Panzo
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE REPUBLIC

OF ANGOLA

------------------------------------------

This Nov. 11, Angola cele-
brates the 35th anniversary of
its independence. On Nov. 11,

1975, the Ango-
lan people and
all their friends
around the
world joyously
celebrated the
emergence of
the Republic of
Angola as an in-

dependent and sovereign
state.

On this auspicious occasion,
I take the opportunity to ex-
tend, on behalf of H.E. Jose
Eduardo dos Santos, president
of the Republic of Angola, the
people and the government of
Angola, our best wishes for
peace, good health and pros-
perity to Their Imperial Maj-
esties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, to the dis-
tinguished members of the
Imperial Family, as well as to
the government and the
friendly people of Japan a  s a
whole, and to thank them, as
always, for their cooperation,
friendship and solidarity with
the people of Angola.

By the same token, I feel the
occasion is timely to extend
my heartfelt congratulations
to all the Angolan citizens liv-
ing in Japan, and express my
best wishes for continued good
health and success in the com-
ing year while encouraging
them to continue abiding by
the rules and customs of this
beautiful and friendly country
so as to be worthy of their Jap-
anese hosts’ confidence and
respect.

The occasion is therefore
the most appropriate one to
pay a well-deserved tribute to
all Angolans as well as all

friends of Angola who sacri-
ficed their own lives for the in-
dependence of our beloved
motherland, an effort that
paved the way for the current
and future generations.

Political stability
The latest and encouraging
developments in Angola’s his-
tory have been made possible
as a result of the peace, stabili-
ty and democracy prevailing
in the country since 2002. On
the other hand, the vision and
leadership of President dos
Santos, as well as the total
commitment of all Angolans
in their collective endeavor to-
ward the development of the
country, has been playing a
key role in the preservation of
the sovereignty, the unity and
national cohesion, the consoli-
dation of democracy and the
normal functioning of the
state institutions.

Ever since the re-establish-
ment of a lasting peace
throughout the country, the
Angolan government has been
and is still working arduously
toward the development of the
country and consequently for

the improvement of the living
conditions of its people.
Thanks to such efforts and de-
spite the yet prevailing inter-
national financial crisis, An-
gola has reached considerable
achievements in the various
spheres.

Overtaking many con-
straints resulting from the in-
ternational financial crisis, to-
day we proudly feel that our
efforts were worthwhile as the
world acknowledges that the
Angolan economy is among
the fast-growing economies in
the world, with a predicted
growth rate of 4.5 percent in
2011, and a concrete perspec-
tive momentum of 8 percent
growth.

Judging by the most recent
macroeconomic achieve-
ments, Angola can therefore
be regarded as one of the few
major emerging markets in
Africa.

It should, however, be
stressed that the current eco-
nomic growth rate is not mere-
ly a result of the growth of the
oil industry, although Angola
is, of course, still a country de-
pendent on that commodity.
The high rates of economic
growth are also the visible re-
sult of the public investments
the government has been
making since the achievement

of peace and the re-establish-
ment of political stability in
the country. After eight years
of peace, we are proud to note
that the investments so far
made have proven to be wor-
thy and fruitful.

At the time that we cele-
brate the 35th anniversary of
our national independence,
the Angolan people have suffi-
cient reasons to be proud of the
country’s achievements in the
different spheres since the
country broke away from then
colonial masters. Despite the
war, which profoundly affect-
ed the implementation of
many initiatives taken by the
government, it is worthy to
note that much has been done,
namely and above all the
maintenance and consolida-
tion of national sovereignty
and the cohesion of all the An-
golans regardless of anyone’s
political affiliation; the re-es-
tablishment of lasting peace
throughout the country; the
democratization of the society
with the introduction of a mul-
tiparty system in Angola; the
enactment of a new constitu-
tion, last February, which en-
shrines the consolidation of
democracy and guarantees all
the fundamental rights and
freedoms of the Angolan peo-
ple.

Good governance at all lev-
els of public administration,
transparency and account-
ability is another success sto-
ry achieved by the Angolans.
The enactment of legal instru-
ments such as the Probity Law
— which promotes checks
against the abuse of power,
mismanagement, corruption
and instilling the sense of in-
tegrity, good governance and
uprightness in the entire soci-
ety — will certainly play a
very important role in the path
of the ongoing development ef-
forts.

Why invest in Angola?
Located in the heart of Africa
and extending its territory into
two important African subre-
gions, namely Southern and
Central Africa, Angola enjoys a
unique location, giving the
country a commanding advan-
tage and an appropriate harbor
for regional trade and i n v e s t -
ment. The natural endowments
in minerals, oil, abundant raw
materials for manufacturing;
having a very skilled and hard-
working people; and value ad-
dition coupled with its member-
ship to three notable and suc-
cessful regional economic
communities, namely the
Southern Africa Development
Community (SADC), the Eco-
nomic Community of Central
African States (ECCAS) and
the Common Market for East-
ern and Southern Africa (CO-
MESA), make Angola one of
the most suitable African coun-
tries in which to do business.

In addition, the Republic of
Angola is also an active mem-
ber of the Gulf of Guinea Com-
mission, whose headquarters
are located in its capital city
Luanda as Angola currently
holds its rotating chairman-
ship. As it is acknowledged
worldwide, the Gulf of Guinea
Commission is undoubtedly
emerging as an important
stakeholder of the global econo-
my, encompassing many coun-
tries for a market size of about
300 million consumers, gener-
ating a gross domestic product
(GDP) of $112 billion, exports of
about $45.5 billion and imports

of about $31.7 billion.
In conclusion, there is no

doubt that investing in Angola
offers market access to the
three above mentioned region-
al economic communities,
which arguably are considered
as being the most integrated
and possibly the most success-
ful of all of the African trade
blocs in terms of regional coop-
eration and mutual benefit o f
its members, being the reason
they are perceived as the pil-
lars of the African Economic
Community (AEC), economic
blocs that are home to about 700
million consumers spread
across 44 different countries.

At this particular moment
that the Angolan government is
mobilizing all its efforts and
means for the development of
its economy, I feel particularly
honored to invite the Japanese
public and private sectors to in-
vest in Angola, taking the op-
portunities and advantages of-
fered by the Angolan economy
on a win-win basis. Such invest-
ment can be made through fi-
nancing various projects or
providing technical assistance
in the complex endeavor of re-

building the country’s infra-
structure and poverty reduc-
tion.

Bilateral cooperation
Angola and Japan have been
enjoying fruitful cooperation
for the last three decades since
the establishment of diplomatic
relations in September 1976. On
the global scene, the two gov-
ernments share many common
values and aspirations regard-
ing peace, security, human
rights, democracy, the rule of
the law, climate change, and so
on, which constitutes the plat-
form for the two countries to en-
joy excellent and mutual sup-
port on many initiatives at vari-
ous multilateral forums. We
are pleased to note that with
each passing year the bilateral
cooperation is being strength-
ened.

As far as the bilateral coop-
eration between Angola and Ja-
pan is concerned, it is gratify-
ing to note that with each pass-
ing year the cooperation is
evolving continuously for the
benefit of both governments
and peoples on a win-win basis.
As a result of the increasing in-

terest from the public and pri-
vate sectors of both sides, the
economic ties are growing and
consolidating rapidly. During
the current year alone, without
counting the many Japanese
businessmen who visited Ango-
la in pursuit of business oppor-
tunities, two high-level joint
private-public trade and invest-
ment delegations visited Ango-
la in July and August with the
aim to get acquainted with the
current Angolan business envi-
ronment as well as to enhance
the Japanese private sector’s
participation in Angola’s devel-
opment efforts.

Last May, the two govern-
ments signed a Memorandum
of Understanding aimed to
promote and expand bilateral
relations in the field of miner-
al resources between the two
countries. At the same time,
discussions on a bilateral
Agreement for the Liberaliza-
tion, Promotion and Protec-
tion of Investments are at a
very advanced and good
stage. It is believed that once
that landmark legal frame-
work is concluded, aiming to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

President of the Republic of
Angola José Eduardo dos
Santos

Anniversary: Official logo celebrating 35 years of independence

Awesome sight: The Kalandula Falls are one of the largest in Africa. EMBASSY OF ANGOLA
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On the record: Former U.S. President George W. Bush signs a
copy of his memoirs in Dallas on Tuesday. AP

Bush confirms Israel
hit Syria nuclear site
Jerusalem/Washington
AP, AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Former U.S. President George
W. Bush confirms in his mem-
oir that the target of a 2007 Is-
raeli airstrike was a Syrian nu-
clear reactor, suggesting he
quietly approved — a revela-
tion with special relevance at a
time when Israel is calling for a
‘‘military option’’ against Iran’s
nuclear program.

Offering insight into how
high-stakes diplomacy can play
out very differently in private,
Bush says the raid showed the
Jewish state would go it alone
and ‘‘made up for the confi-
dence I had lost in the Israelis’’
because of the indecisive war in
Lebanon a year before. In pub-
lic, by contrast, the U.S. cer-
tainly did not offer praise.

He also revealed that Israel
first asked the U.S. to bomb
the site, but the Bush adminis-
tration refused.

The Sept. 6, 2007, airstrike
in Syria remains one of Isra-
el’s deepest secrets of recent
times. Syria announced at the
time that its airspace had been
invaded but gave no details.
Israel has never commented
on the operation.

But in ‘‘Decision Points,’’
published Tuesday, Bush pro-
vides the strongest confirma-
tion yet of reports citing experts
and unidentified U.S. intelli-
gence officials that Israel hit a
nuclear reactor being built with
North Korean assistance.

Bush writes that in spring
2007 U.S. officials strongly
suspected that Syria, a bitter

enemy of Israel, had been
caught ‘‘red-handed trying to
develop a nuclear weapons ca-
pability with North Korean
help.’’ This was based on pho-
tos obtained by a foreign intel-
ligence partner of a suspicious
building in eastern Syria.

Former Israeli Prime Min-
ister Ehud Olmert asked the
president ‘‘to bomb the com-
pound,’’ Bush writes. The U.S.
refused, saying it had only
‘‘low confidence’’ Syria was
developing nuclear weapons.

The Israeli strike occurred
about a year after Israel’s in-
conclusive war against Hez-
bollah, in which Lebanese
guerrillas battled Israel’s
powerful army to a stalemate.
The poor performance raised
questions about Israel’s deter-
rent capabilities.

‘‘Olmert’s execution of the
strike made up for the confi-
dence I had lost in the Israelis
during the Lebanon war,’’ Bush
wrote, saying the Israeli lead-
er rejected a suggestion to go
public with the operation.

In comments that could
have implications for Iran,
Bush said the Syrian operation
was conducted without coordi-
nation with the Americans.

‘‘The bombing demonstrat-
ed Israel’s willingness to act
alone. Prime Minister Olmert
hadn’t asked for a green light,
and I hadn’t given one,’’ Bush
wrote. ‘‘He had done what he
believed was necessary to pro-
tect Israel.’’

In another section of the
memoirs, meanwhile, Bush
said he had ordered — then

shelved — Pentagon plans for
a possible military strike on
Iran over Tehran’s suspect nu-
clear program.

‘‘I directed the Pentagon to
study what would be neces-
sary for a strike. Military ac-
tion would always be on the ta-
ble, but it would be my last re-
sort,’’ Bush wrote.

‘‘The goal would be to stop
the bomb clock, at least tempo-

rarily,’’ said the former presi-
dent, who worried about the
possible impact on Iran’s fledg-
ling prodemocracy movement.

But Bush said he shelved the
plans over doubts about their
effectiveness and impact in
Iran and Iraq as well as a
bombshell U.S. intelligence re-
port in November 2007 that said
Tehran had no active nuclear
weapons program.

Cooperation grows as drug violence surges

Mexican, U.S.
militaries train
to target cartels
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

The U.S. military has begun to
work closely with Mexico’s
armed forces, sharing infor-
mation and training soldiers
in an expanding effort to help
that country battle its violent
drug cartels, according to U.S.
and Mexican officials.

U.S. military officials h a v e
been hesitant to discuss public-
ly their growing ties with Mexi-
co, for fear of triggering a back-
lash among a Mexican public
wary of interference. But cur-
rent and former officials say
that the U.S. military has in-
structed hundreds of Mexican
officers in the past two years in
subjects such as how to plan
military operations, use intelli-
gence to hunt traffickers and
observe human rights.

The Pentagon’s counternar-
cotics funding for Mexico has
nearly tripled, from $12.2 mil-
lion in 2008 to more than $34 mil-
lion in 2010, according to esti-
mates by the Government Ac-
countability Office. While that
is a small fraction of the Mexi-
can antidrug money p r o v i d e d
by the State Department, the
funding is significant because
of the history of chilly relations
between the two militaries.

Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton recently re-
flected U.S. alarm over the
Mexican cartels, saying that in
some cases they were ‘‘morph-
ing into or making common
cause with what we would con-
sider an insurgency.’’ The com-
ment was splashed across front
pages in Mexico, and President
Barack Obama hastened to as-
sure angry Mexicans that he did
not characterize the traffickers
as a rebel movement.

Even so, U.S. military offi-
cials see similarities with
their own counterinsurgency
efforts and are passing on to
the Mexicans some of the
techniques they have honed,
such as analyzing intelli-
gence to track down enemy
fighters.

‘‘We have tried to share
many of the lessons we’ve
learned in chasing terrorist or-

ganizations in Iraq and Afghan-
istan,’’ said Gen. Victor Ren-
uart, the recently retired head
of the U.S. military’s Northern
Command, which oversees the
bilateral cooperation.

Mexico historically has been
among the most reluctant coun-
tries in the hemisphere to coop-
erate with U.S. forces, in part
because of lingering bitterness
over U.S. invasions. Mexico
still will not permit U.S. mili-
tary trainers or advisers to de-
ploy there full time.

But U.S. military officers are
regularly traveling to Mexico
to provide short courses for
their Mexican counterparts,
who then train their own p e r -
sonnel. In addition, more Mexi-
cans are being trained at vari-
ous U.S. military bases, offi-
cials say. The two sides’
exchange of information has
improved dramatically, offi-
cials say.

The Obama administration
is now considering what more
it can do for Mexico’s security
forces.

‘‘We’ve been directed by the
president, at a very high level,
to really think hard about how
we can up our game, do more to
support’’ the partnership with
the Mexican government, said
one senior U.S. official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.

One plan under consider-
ation involves using $50 mil-
lion in funds from the Penta-
gon’s 2011 budget to improve
security along Mexico’s south-
ern border, an important cor-
ridor for drugs, officials said.

The Pentagon funds are in
addition to the Merida Initia-
tive, a package of law enforce-
ment equipment and training
through the State Department.
It has gotten about $1.5 billion
for Mexico over three years.

U.S. officials emphasize
that the military assistance is
part of a governmentwide ef-
fort to assist Mexico on securi-
ty. U.S. law enforcement
agencies have also dramati-
cally increased their coopera-
tion with their Mexican coun-
terparts, even embedding
U.S. intelligence specialists in
a Mexican command center.

Protests reveal nuclear unease in Germany
Activists slam
push to extend
lives of nuclear
power plants

ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Gorleben Germany
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

German activists claimed vic-
tory Tuesday after huge de-
lays to a radioactive waste
convoy that showed the depth
of unease over nuclear power
as Berlin moves to keep its re-
actors for longer.

‘‘(The shipment) may have
arrived but the government is
further than ever from its aim
of getting people in Germany
to accept nuclear power,’’ Flo-
rian Kubitz from protest
group Robin Wood said. ‘‘We
are going to draw new
strength from these protests
and feel we have been support-
ed by a broad and decisive
movement.’’

The 123 tons of waste, origi-
nally from a German nuclear
power station, took 92 hours to
make it to the Gorleben stor-
age facility in the north of the
country from a processing
plant in France, by train and
then by road.

The protesters — who num-
bered 20,000 to 25,000, according
to police — were mostly young,
but there were also older people
in a country that since the Cher-
nobyl disaster in Ukraine in
1986 has been uncomfortable
about nuclear energy.

Protest stunts included sit-

ins, rappelling from bridges
into the train’s path, removing
stones supporting train
tracks, and even shepherding
a herd of sheep and goats into
the convoy’s path.

The police operation com-
prised 20,000 officers and cost
around ¤50 million ($70 mil-
lion), according to the police

union. Protests on Monday
and Tuesday were peaceful,
but Sunday saw violent clash-
es, with masked activists
fighting pitched battles with
baton-wielding police envel-
oped in clouds of tear gas, and
setting fire to a police vehicle.

Such shipments regularly
attract protests, but this year

the delay was the longest ever
with demonstrators wishing to
display their opposition to gov-
ernment plans to postpone the
date when Germany goes nu-
clear-free.

Under a previous govern-
ment, Germany decided in
2000 to switch off the last of the
country’s reactors by around

2020, but Chancellor Angela
Merkel intends to keep nucle-
ar power until the mid-2030s.

Tens of thousands of people
demonstrated in Berlin in Sep-
tember against the move. A
survey in September showed
59 percent of respondents op-
posed the extension, with just
37 percent in favor.

The lower house of Parlia-
ment passed a bill on the ex-
tension last month. But the
legislation could still face a
tough fight in the upper house,
where Merkel’s alliance lost
its majority in May, as well as
court challenges.

‘‘There was consensus on
nuclear power, but this has
been thrown out the window,’’
political scientist Gero Neuge-
bauer said.

The material transported
this week was first produced
before 2005, and the govern-
ment has said that the issue of
radioactive waste has nothing
to do with the question of ex-
tending the lifetimes of nucle-
ar reactors. But protesters
disagree, saying they want to
highlight what they say is one
of the most alarming aspects
of nuclear power, namely
what to do with the radioactive
waste produced.

Germany, like the rest of
Europe, has no permanent
storage site for the waste,
which will remain dangerous
for thousands of years. Keep-
ing the reactors running for
longer is therefore highly irre-
sponsible, opponents say.

‘‘This mass mobilization
has brought to the foreground
the fundamental problem of
the nuclear industry: that it is
dirty and dangerous,’’ envi-
ronmental group Greenpeace
said. ‘‘Nowhere in the world is
there a proven solution to the
deadly problem of isolating
long-lived radioactive waste
from the environment.’’

‘‘The protests in Gorleben
show . .  . Merkel has in fact won
little with her nuclear policy
and lost a lot politically,’’ the in-
fluential news magazine Der
Spiegel said on its website.

Angola seeks investment
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

further promote investment
and strengthen the existing
economic relationship ties as
well as the creation of favor-
able conditions for greater in-
vestment by investors from
both countries, the economic
and technical cooperation will
evolve rapidly.

I would like to commend the
sterling work that the Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) and other re-
lated Japanese agencies are
undertaking in Angola in the
field of technical cooperation
and infrastructure develop-
ment. The recent opening of
JICA’s office in Angola, the
conclusion last August of the
Emergency Rehabilitation
Project of the Namibe Port,
the rehabilitation of Josina
Machel Hospital, the con-
struction of a Vocational
Training Center in Viana Mu-
nicipality; the ongoing efforts
for the financing aimed to re-
habilitate the Angolan textile
industry; the implementation
of the SMASSE Project aimed
at training the trainers in the
mathematics field, among
others are, indeed, a visible
and encouraging showcase of
the cooperation between An-
gola and Japan.

It is important to note that
Angola is not a country closed
to the outside world. Since its
independence, Angola has es-
tablished and enjoys good and
fruitful relations with all coun-
tries in the world as well as
with the Bretton Woods insti-
tutions, namely the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and the
World Bank, based on univer-
sal guiding principles, name-
ly, mutual respect and under-
standing, real cooperation and
a win-win approach.

Angola welcomes Japan’s
continuous commitment for
the consolidation of the Tokyo
International Conference on
African Development (TI-
CAD), as well as the accep-
tance of the African Union

Commission as a co-organizer
of this partnership forum. We
believe that the full participa-
tion of the AU in the TICAD
process will add a new, multi-
lateral dimension to Japan’s
already strong bilateral rela-
tions with African countries
and, therefore, bring the much
needed synergy to a clear im-
plementation and followup of
the agreed to commitments
for mutual benefit. We also
strongly believe that the TI-
CAD framework is the most
appropriate way to motivate
and implement the much
needed people-to-people ex-
changes and contacts between
the peoples of Africa and Ja-
pan.

I take the opportunity to sa-
lute all the members of the An-
gola-Japan Friendship Asso-
ciation and all the friends of
Angola who have been work-
ing tirelessly in spreading
awareness of the Angolan re-
ality in Japanese society. We
believe that everyone’s efforts
are an important component
for the successful and increas-
ing cooperation between An-
gola and Japan.

To the many companies
who had the opportunity to ex-
press their greetings to the An-
golan people, through their
sponsorship, I would like to
take the occasion to express
our deep appreciation and
gratitude for their coopera-
tion, friendship and under-
standing. I assure them that
their sponsorship, patronage
and cooperation, which we
highly value, will never be for-
gotten.

Last but not least, I would
like to express my deep appre-
ciation to The Japan Times for
giving me, once again, the op-
portunity to address its distin-
guished readers on this joyous
occasion and provide an over-
view of some of Angola’s
achievements.

Thank you very much and
let’s meet in Angola so that we
can talk about business.

Private security companies sign conduct code
Geneva
AP

------------------------------------------

Major private security com-
panies signed a landmark
code of conduct Tuesday,
pledging to respect human
rights and the rule of law in
conflict zones such as Iraq and
Afghanistan, where some
have been accused of abuses
against the local population
and reckless behavior.

The voluntary code devel-
oped by industry and govern-
ments was signed by 58 com-
panies including Britain’s G4S
and U.S.-based DynCorp. In-
ternational and Xe Services —

formerly known as Blackwa-
ter Worldwide.

‘‘This initiative has the po-
tential to address gaps in over-
sight and accountability,’’ said
U.S. State Department legal
adviser Harold Koh.

Private security companies
contracted by governments
and nongovernmental organi-
zations have seen a boom in
business over the past de-
cades, particularly due to the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
where they have been hired to
guard individuals, installa-
tions and convoys.

However, in both countries
companies have faced accusa-

tions of wrongdoing. Blackwa-
ter guards faced criminal
charges for a 2007 incident in
which 17 Iraqi civilians were
killed. A U.S. judge later dis-
missed the case after conclud-
ing that American prosecu-
tors mishandled evidence.

Devon Chaffee, a lawyer for
the group Human Rights
First, said the signing of the
code was ‘‘an important first
step’’ but that an effective
monitoring mechanism still
needs to be agreed on.

The new code requires com-
panies to ensure their employ-
ees ‘‘take all necessary steps
to avoid the use of force’’ and

forbids mistreatment of de-
tainees, sexual exploitation
and forced labor.

Companies who fail to live
up to the code may find them-
selves in breach of their com-
mercial contracts and will be
flagged to potential clients.

The British government
will require all contractors it
hires to sign the code, accord-
ing to Foreign Office diplomat
David Hunt.

Washington is considering
whether to do the same, Koh
said, but added that ‘‘we fully
recognize it is not and cannot
be a substitute for effective ac-
countability under the law.’’

Rare species: The giant sable antelope is native to the region
between the Cuango and Luando rivers in Angola.

Heritage: The Black Rocks at Pungo Andongo have imprints
of the footsteps of the 17th-century Queen Nzinga of the
Ndongo and Matamba kingdoms of the Mbundu people in
southwestern Africa. EMBASSY OF ANGOLA

Toxic effect: A German police officer watches an activist from the environmental organization Greenpeace as he sits in a
container attached to a truck that forms part of a roadblock in Dannenberg on Monday. AFP-JIJI
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