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President marks nine months since last cigarette

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

Apparently dealing with the
worst financial crisis in de-
cades, two wars, declining
popularity and a shellacking
at the polls has done wonders
for President Barack Oba-
ma’s smoking habit — he has
not touched a cigarette in nine

months, the White House said.
‘‘I’ve not seen or witnessed

evidence of any smoking in
probably nine months,’’ said
Robert Gibbs, the White
House press secretary.

That Obama, who exercis-
es six days a week, even has a
smoking habit has always
been something of head-
scratcher. But the president’s

habit goes back some 30 years.
Gibbs pronounced him 95

percent cured last year.
The president’s smoking

has remained the only chink in
what appears to be a superfit
armor, although at his last
checkup in February, Oba-
ma’s doctors said he had an el-
evated cholesterol level but
was in ‘‘excellent health.’’

Effort to repeal ‘don’t ask,
don’t tell’ sunk by Senate
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

The Senate dealt another
punch Thursday — this one po-
tentially fatal — to the legisla-
tive effort to end the military’s
‘‘don’t ask, don’t tell’’ policy.

The result infuriated gay
rights groups and thwarted a
months-long push by Presi-
dent Barack Obama and the
Democratic leadership to
force a vote on the issue.

The action, on a 57-40 proce-
dural vote, left supporters of
ending the 17-year-old ban on
gays serving openly in the mil-
itary scrambling for new ave-
nues to overturn it and raised
the possibility that federal
courts ultimately will step in.

Two key supporters — Sens.
Joseph Lieberman, an inde-
pendent from Connecticut,
and Susan Collins, a Republi-
can from Maine — said they
plan to introduce a separate
piece of legislation, but with
time winding down on the con-

gressional calendar and a
more conservative tilt coming
to Capitol Hill next year, pas-
sage appears unlikely.

Obama, who spent time in
recent days phoning lawmak-
ers about the ban, urged sena-
tors to reconsider the defense
bill before the end of the lame-
duck session.

‘‘Despite having the biparti-
san support of a clear majori-
ty of senators, a minority of
senators are standing in the
way of the funding upon which
our troops, veterans and mili-
tary families depend,’’ Obama
said in a statement. ‘‘This an-
nual bill has been enacted
each of the past 48 years, and
our armed forces deserve
nothing less this year.’’

The year’s last and best ef-
fort to end the policy came
Thursday afternoon on a Senate
procedural vote to move for-
ward with debate on a far-
reaching policy bill for the Pen-
tagon that included two pages
— out of more than 850 —

spelling out the end of the ban.
Although 54 Democrats, two

independents and Collins vot-
ed to move forward with the
National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, the total fell short of
the necessary 60 votes.

‘‘We’ve tried every possible
way to do this,’’ Senate Majori-
ty Leader Harry Reid said in an
speech laced with exasperation
before the vote. Reid, a Demo-
crat, was focused on time run-
ning out for the session and
frustrated Collins and others by
calling the vote even though he
knew they might lose.

Every other Republican and
one Democrat, Sen. Joseph
Manchin, held firm on a vow to
block any legislation that does
not address tax cuts or govern-
ment spending. Three senators
serving in the military — Scott
Brown, a Republican from
Massachusetts, Lindsey Gra-
ham, a Republican from South
Carolina, and Mark Kirk, a Re-
publican from Illinois — voted
against moving forward.

Obama tax deal faces
revolt by Democrats
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

President Barack Obama fac-
es an embarrassing revolt
among fellow Democrats in
the House of Representatives
who claim his tax compromise
with Republicans amounts to
a surrender of party princi-
ples and a giveaway to
wealthy Americans.

The Democratic rank and
file in the House agreed in a
closed meeting Thursday to try
to block a vote on the tax deal,
claiming they were shut out of
negotiations that produced the
compromise. ‘‘Just say no,’’
they chanted, members said.

The uprising among fellow
Democrats so soon after the
party suffered a major defeat
in congressional elections last
month only compounds Oba-
ma’s increasing political fra-
gility with the approach of the
2012 presidential campaign.

While he called the tax deal
with Republicans a compro-
mise he did not want to make,
Obama said he had no choice

except to agree to an extension
of Bush-era income tax cuts
for all Americans.

Debate on the expanded
measure began almost imme-
diately. While there is no pre-
cise timetable for passage, a
test vote was set for Monday
afternoon that appears likely
to demonstrate overwhelming
support for the legislation,
which supporters say would
help accelerate a sluggish re-
covery from recession.

Throughout his campaign
for the White House and the
first two years of his presiden-
cy, Obama had vowed he
would not allow the tax reduc-
tions to continue for the
wealthy, defined as house-
holds earning more than
$250,000 a year, when the cuts
expire at the end of this month.

The problem, however, is
that similar reductions for
lower- and middle-income
Americans expire at the same
time. Republicans said they
would not support an exten-
sion for the middle class with-
out giving it to the wealthy.

Development of an emerging nation benefits from peace and stability
Lambert Alexandre Ouedraogo
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF BURKINA FASO

------------------------------------------

Dec. 11 is the day Burkina
Faso celebrates its indepen-
dence day. This year we are
celebrating the
50th anniversa-
ry of Burkina
Faso’s indepen-
dence from
France. On this
auspicious oc-
casion, it gives
me once again a
great pleasure to address the
readers of The Japan Times
and convey on behalf of the
President of Burkina Faso
H.E. Blaise Compaore and the
Burkinabe people our best
wishes for peace, good health
and prosperity to Their Impe-
rial Majesties Emperor Akihi-
to and Empress Michiko, as
well as to the rest of the Impe-
rial household. I also wish to
extend our warm greetings to
the government led by Prime
Minister Naoto Kan, the Diet
members and the friendly peo-
ple of Japan.

To the government and the
people of the Republic of Ko-
rea, the Philippines and Singa-

pore I would like to convey my
heartfelt greetings.

Our country became inde-
pendent in 1960 with the name
Upper Volta, given by the colo-
nial master. In 1983, Upper
Volta became Burkina Faso,
meaning the country of up-
right people.

Since 1991, Burkina Faso
has been under a democratic
process that allows a periodic
electoral consultation. This
year, a fair presidential elec-
tion was held in November,
which resulted in the victory
of President Compaore from
among seven candidates. Bur-
kina Faso has benefited from
a long-term rule of peace and
stability under Compaore.

The new president, guided
by the political manifesto
‘‘Build together an emerging
Burkina Faso’’ on the basis of
which he has been elected, has
outlined his vision and set out
priorities for the government
to make Burkina Faso an
emerging economy by 2020.
These priorities are based on
four pillars: human capacity
building, focusing on educa-
tion, health and training; in-
stitutional development, fo-

cusing on good governance;
economic development, based
on sustainable growth; and
territorial management,
based on a decentralization
policy.

In my last article in The Ja-
pan Times, I pointed out that
peace is indispensable for de-
velopment. But peace cannot
be built without political sta-
bility. Therefore, peace build-
ing is a central point in our na-
tional policy and the govern-
ment is always working
toward peace. Peace among

our citizens inside the country,
and outside the country with
our neighbors or around the
African continent.

Burkina Faso is therefore
engaged in the peace process
in many countries, including
Cote d’Ivoire, Togo, Guinea
and Sudan, where President
Compaore has been nominat-
ed as mediator.

2010 also marks the 48th an-
niversary of the diplomatic re-
lations between Burkina Faso
and Japan. Thus, for more
than four decades, our two
countries have managed to
forge a successful friendship
and partnership. The strength
of the bonds lies in mutual re-
spect and a shared vision of in-
ternational issues, including
economic cooperation, peace
promotion, human rights, en-
vironment and cultural ex-
changes.

Since Dec. 31, 2008, Japan
has been a nonpermanent
member of the United Nations
Security Council for the 10th
time and our two delegations
had the opportunity to work to-
gether on many issues inside
the council during the whole of
2009 to promote regional and

international peace. Promo-
tion and protection of human
rights as well as international
security and nuclear nonpro-
liferation are our common
concerns.

In 2011, the two countries
will hold their third bilateral
consultations. The second bi-
lateral consultations between
Burkina Faso and Japan took
place in Oct 2009 in Ouagadou-
gou and the next one will be in
Tokyo. A number of projects
in priority areas such as edu-
cation, agriculture, health and
environment are under way to
enable Burkinabe people to
fight poverty and meet the
Millennium Development
Goals by 2015.

I would like to reiterate on
behalf of the government of
Burkina Faso my gratitude to
the government of Japan for
its quick and prompt action of
solidarity when Burkina Faso
faced natural disaster due to
floods in the capital and some
other regions two years ago.
The Japanese Embassy in
Burkina Faso, the Japan In-
ternational Cooperation Agen-
cy (JICA) and the Japan Over-
seas Cooperation Volunteers
(JOCV) did very much on the
ground to help people over-
come difficulties.

But our bilateral ties are re-
inforced in the multilateral
frame of the Tokyo Interna-
tional Conference on African
Development. Indeed, Japan
is working hard to fulfill the
TICAD IV commitments de-
spite the consequences of the
international financial and
economic crisis.

Allow me to also address
Japanese investors.

Burkina Faso offers many
opportunities and is known as
a country that welcomes visi-
tors and investors. The main
factors are a strategic loca-
tion at the heart of the West Af-
rican Economic and Monetary
Union, a peaceful and a stable
democratic system for 20
years and a standardized busi-
ness law. Free enterprise re-
mains the main characteristic
of the investment environ-
ment. Agriculture, mining,
energy telecommunications
and tourism are among sec-
tors open and waiting for pri-
vate investors.

Burkina Faso is also known
as a culturally rich country.
Several international cultural
events are organized on a reg-
ular basis. The SIAO, the In-
ternational Arts and Crafts
Show of Ouagadougou orga-
nized every two years, repre-
sents the largest arts and
crafts show on the African
continent, and took place this
year. The FESPACO, the Pan-
Afican Cinema and Television
Festival of Ouagadougou,
which takes place every other
year, is planned for 2011. Some
other events like the SNC, Na-
tional Week of Culture, and the
SITHO, the International
Tourism and Hotel promotion,
are also attracting foreigners
every year.

This 50th anniversary is cel-
ebrated in Bobo-Dioulasso,
Burkina Faso’s capital of cul-
ture. We are inviting everyone
to attend and enjoy African
hospitality. To my fellow com-
patriots living in Japan, South
Korea, the Philippines and
Singapore, I say congratula-
tions.

Mutually united in understanding

Norimasa Matsuyama
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-BURKINA FASO

FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION

------------------------------------------

I would like to congratulate
Burkina Faso on its 50th inde-
pendence day from the bottom
of my heart. It is
a great joy for
me that I can
greet all friend-
ly  people
through this
newspaper arti-
cle.

Since estab-
lishing diplomatic relations in
1962, Burkina Faso and Japan
have continued to deepen their
mutual understanding and
friendship.

Furthermore, united in un-
derstanding, both countries
have aimed for new develop-
ments in areas such as the eco-

nomic, social and cultural
fields to contribute to world
peace and prosperity.

And I believe that one of the
countries Japan should trust
most in the world is Burkina
Faso. Japan is allied with the
Burkinabe people in a close re-
lationship of mutual trust and is
convinced that the friendly re-
lationship between the two
countries should continue to be
strengthened further.

The Japan-Burkina Faso
Friendship Association hopes
to be a bridge in deepening the
fertile bilateral friendship and
mutual understanding by coop-
erating with all people and or-
ganizations of both countries. I
would like to thank all people
who have contributed from
both countries, and I wish 2011
will be full of happiness and
prosperity for them all.

President of Burkina Faso
Blaise Compaore

Remembrance and hope: The official logo of the 50th
anniversary of the independence of Burkina Faso

Burkina Faso national day

Kicking the habit: President Barack Obama speaks to his daughters, Sasha and Malia,
alongside Santa Claus as they attend the a Christmas tree lighting ceremony on the Ellipse
near the White House on Thursday. AFP-JIJI
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