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Africa moves
toward more
democracy
Record of freer
elections in
2010 tainted by
Ivorian setback
Lagos
AFP-JIJI
------------------------------------------

Africa showed its potential in
2010 with a successful soccer
World Cup and economic
growth, but violence and an
election crisis tainted a year
when a list of nations marked
50 years of independence.
There are also major challenges in the year ahead, including landmark elections in
Nigeria, the continent’s most
populous nation, its largest oil
producer and where ballots
have consistently been deeply
flawed.
Fears of a return to war also
hang over Cote d’Ivoire, where
an election standoff following
a November ballot has led
West African countries to
threaten the use of force if
strongman Laurent Gbagbo
refuses to quit power.
There is the risk of renewed
tensions in South Sudan as
well, with a vote on its independence set for Jan. 9.
But despite the bad news,
progress was easy to spot in
a year that saw 17 countries
celebrate half a century of
independence.
Such progress has given
some observers hope that a
number of African nations
may have started down a road
that will see them cash in on
their potential.
South Africa’s hosting of the
continent’s first World Cup is
at the top of the list, with the
country having defied doubters and shown it is capable of
pulling off such a major event.
‘‘There’s been a swing in the
international discourse about
Africa,’’ said Alex Vines, head
of the Africa program at London-based think tank Chatham House, referring to the
World Cup.
Another encouraging sign
came from what some may
say is an unlikely place. Guinea, ruled for decades with an
iron fist by undemocratic
leaders, held an election that
observers said appears to
have been a significant step
forward.

According to some analysts, the continent as a
whole has registered progress when it comes to democratic standards.
While problems remain
widespread,
completely
rigged elections seem to be becoming a thing of the past, one
observer said. Opposition parties have grown stronger and
the population has become
more engaged.
‘‘Africa has actually moved
out of the era in which it has
make-believe elections,’’ said
Jibrin Ibrahim of the Center
for Democracy and Development in Nigeria.
However, Cote d’Ivoire
served as an example of how a
country can regress.
Elections there were supposed to end a decade of conflict in the country, once the
most prosperous in West Africa, but instead degenerated
into a standoff between Gbagbo and his rival, Alassane
Ouattara.
Two other high-stakes ballots will be held in early 2011.
South Sudan’s referendum
is part of a 2005 peace deal that
ended a two-decade civil war
that cost some 2 million lives.
Many analysts expect the
south to vote to break away
and split the continent’s largest nation in two.
In Nigeria, presidential,
legislative and state elections
are set for April.
Violence and vote-rigging
have long been part of Nigerian elections, and one of the
world’s largest oil producers
will be under pressure to hold
a credible vote.
It comes after the death in
May of President Umaru
Yar’Adua, whose prolonged
illness and absence from the
country created a power vacuum that kept Nigeria on edge
in the early part of the year.
Farther north, extremist violence has also drawn concern. Al-Qaida’s North Africa
branch has claimed a series of
attacks, including kidnappings of French citizens.
Ghana, meanwhile, seen as
a beacon of democracy in
West Africa, began significant
commercial oil production for
the first time in December.
The discovery has raised
hopes that it will allow the
country to improve infrastructure and development, but
many have warned that it
could also bring the corruption
that has plagued Nigeria.
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Haiti cholera death toll tops 3,300
Port-au-Prince AFP-JIJI
Haiti’s cholera death toll has soared in recent days with 3,333
people dead, official figures showed Thursday, including a
one-day record high for the daily number of fatalities since the
outbreak erupted in mid-October.
The new data up to last Sunday of 432 more recorded deaths
compared with previous Haitian Health Ministry data marked a
major jump in fatalities, although it was unclear exactly when
they occurred. The number of confirmed cholera deaths on Dec.
19 alone was more than 100, the new data showed, far higher than
previous peaks around 80 in mid-November.

Attacks on Israel at lowest in decade
Jerusalem AFP-JIJI
2010 saw the fewest militant attacks against Israel and the least
number of casualties since the outbreak of the Palestinian uprising
a decade ago, the Shin Bet security agency said Thursday.
However, Israel’s internal security agency cautioned that
Gaza’s Hamas rulers have intensified efforts to smuggle in
advanced weapons as they prepare for a future conflict with Israel.
Shin Bet said that nine Israelis were killed in attacks by Palestinian
militants in 2010, down from 15 in 2009 and a high of 452 in 2002.

Ireland’s Ahern exiting politics

Drums of war: A supporter of Cote d’Ivoire strongman Laurent Gbagbo stands with his body painted in the colors of the
national flag during a rally in Abidjan on Wednesday. The West African country faced the new year overshadowed by the threat
of civil war as U.N. peacekeepers stared down threats Friday to storm a hotel in the capital where they are protecting the
internationally recognized president, Alassane Ouattara. AFP-JIJI

Armed intervention to oust presidential poll loser Gbagbo runs a risk of high civilian casualties

Cote d’Ivoire a dilemma for region
ANALYSIS
-----------------------------------------Lagos
AFP-JIJI
------------------------------------------

West African countries are
holding off on threats to use
force to push Cote d’Ivoire
strongman Laurent Gbagbo
out of office, but military
chiefs are mapping out a strategy for intervention.
The regional bloc ECOWAS
has in the past successfully
used force to flush out recalcitrant warlords and restore
peace, but experts on conflict
resolution warn any intervention in Cote d’Ivoire has to be
carefully thought out or it will
be doomed.
Under its now-defunct
peacekeeping
force,
ECOMOG, deployments were
made in Liberia and Sierra Leone, and briefly in Cote
d’Ivoire before the United Nations took over.
Following on that success,
ECOWAS went on to create a
regional troubleshooting
standby force.
With its bases in Sierra Leone’s seaside capital of Freetown and Mali’s capital, Bamako, the 6,500-strong rapid
reaction force was planned to
be in place by 2010, and officials say it is almost ready.
At a summit last week in

Abuja, ECOWAS voted to deploy a peace enforcement
force, where soldiers can kill
to restore and preserve peace
under a U.N. charter.
In that case civilian casualties may not be avoided,
peacekeeping experts said.
‘‘That would lead to a lot of
struggle between supporters
of Mr. Gbagbo and those of
Mr. (Alassane) Ouattara.
ECOWAS will need to think

(Gbagbo) . . . might fortify,’’
said Akanji, adding that ideally such an operation should be
executed in two to four weeks.
‘‘If they don’t act intelligently, there will be rebel groups
and that place will not know
peace,’’ he warned.
The logistics of how troops
could be moved into Cote
d’Ivoire aren’t clear.
‘‘A military intervention
will not work in Cote d’Ivoire,’’

‘A military intervention will not work in Cote
d’Ivoire. It is different from the case in Liberia
and Sierra Leone. There is no civil war. How will
the military go in there?’
ISHOLA WILLIAMS, PAN AFRICAN STRATEGIC AND POLICY RESEARCH GROUP

more,’’ said Kwesi Aning,
head of the department for
conflict prevention, management and resolution at the Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Center in Ghana.
Gbagbo ‘‘has a strong support and they will not give up
like that,’’ he said.
For the operation to succeed, Tajudeen Akanji of the
Center for Peace and Conflict
Studies at Nigeria’s premier
university of Ibadan said the
ECOWAS force will need to get
in quickly.
‘‘They should act as soon as
possible, otherwise the man

said retired Gen. Ishola Williams, executive secretary of
the Pan African Strategic and
Policy Research Group. ‘‘It is
different from the case in Liberia and Sierra Leone. There
is no civil war. How will the
military go in there? Will they
walk on Abidjan?’’
In its approach to the crisis,
ECOWAS could learn from the
experience of the botched
U.S.-led Operation Restore
Hope which failed to remove
the Somali warlord Mohamed
Farrah Aidid, observers say.
Gbagbo is a ‘‘very clever’’
politician, said Williams, and

enjoys the backing of the country’s military hierarchy and
the militant youths led by
Charles Ble Goude.
ECOWAS is believed to be
mulling a force 2,000 to 3,000
strong, but diplomats doubt
the region has the capacity to
build such a force.
A credible strength for a
country the size of Cote
d’Ivoire should be between
5,000 and 7,000 troops, Aning
said.
Despite fears of violence
spilling over to its nascent oil
industry, Ghana announced
Thursday it won’t send any
troops because it is overstretched with deployments
elsewhere.
Nigeria, the regional powerhouse, is likely to be the biggest contributor of troops, but
it has pressing internal security demands.
With elections coming up
within four months, it will
need to secure its turf, more so
the volatile oil region of the Niger Delta and the now Islamist-infested north.
Senegal’s Abdoulaye Wade
has his own political succession issues to deal with back
home, plus a separatist conflict in the south in Casamance
that may hamper his donation
of troops. Guinea and Niger
are out of ECOWAS for now.

Dublin AFP-JIJI
Former Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern announced
Thursday that he is quitting politics after 33 years in
Parliament, including nearly 11 as premier.
Ahern told a governing Fianna Fail party branch meeting
that he won’t be contesting his Dublin Central seat in the
forthcoming general election.
‘‘Now it is time to stand aside, to pass on the baton and allow
others to continue the race,’’ the 59-year-old said.
Ahern was Ireland’s prime minister, or ‘‘taoiseach,’’ from
June 1997 until May 2008 and will largely be remembered for his
part in securing the Northern Irish peace accords and the
republic’s economic boom.

Ukraine sends uranium to Russia
Washington AP
In a secret operation to secure nuclear material, the United
States has helped Ukraine send to Russia enough uranium to
build two atomic bombs.
This week’s removal of more than 50 kg of highly enriched
uranium followed a pledge by Ukrainian President Viktor
Yanukovych to get rid of all of his country’s highly enriched
uranium by April 2012. The material will be blended down in
Russia, rendering it useless for bomb making.
Details of the operation were provided to The Associated
Press by the National Nuclear Safety Administration.

Elizabeth becomes great-grandma
London AP
Queen Elizabeth was delighted with the birth of her first
great-grandchild, Buckingham Palace said Thursday.
Autumn Phillips, wife of the queen’s grandson, Peter Phillips,
gave birth to a baby girl Wednesday, the palace said. The baby
weighed 3.8 kg.
The newborn is 12th in line to the throne, and the palace said her
name will be released later. Peter Phillips was present at the birth
at Gloucestershire Royal Hospital.
Peter Phillips, 33, the queen’s oldest grandchild, is the son of
Princess Anne and her first husband Mark Phillips. He and his
younger sister, Zara Phillips, are among the most low-profile
members of the royal family, and they are the only ones among the
queen’s eight grandchildren not to hold royal titles. Princess Anne
turned down her mother’s offer of the honors for her two children.

Christians targeted in Baghdad blasts
Baghdad AP
Iraqi Christians are burying their dead after fresh attacks hit
the country’s dwindling Christian community that had even
toned down Christmas celebrations in fear of more violence.
Father Mukhlis — a priest at Baghdad’s Our Lady of Salvation
Church, where 68 people died during the October siege by Islamic
extremists — says as many as 12 violent incidents occurred
against Christian homes across the capital Thursday night.
Police said militants targeted at least four Christian homes,
killing two people in a combination of grenade and bomb attacks.

Sudan independence day

Peace efforts help development, tourism
Mohammed Elghazali Eltigani
Sirrag
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE REPUBLIC
OF THE SUDAN
------------------------------------------

Jan. 1 marks the 55th anniversary of the independence of the
Republic of the Sudan. On this
auspicious occasion, I would
like, on behalf of
the President of
the Republic of
the Sudan Omar
Hassan Ahmed
al-Bashir, the
government
and the people of the Sudan, to
convey our heartfelt greetings
and best wishes to Their Imperial Majesties Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko, the
Imperial Family and the government and the friendly people of Japan. I would like to
seize this opportunity to thank
The Japan Times for their long
support to our embassy and express our best wishes for a very
happy, peaceful and prosperous new year to the distinguished readers of The Japan
Times. Our sincere congratulations are also extended to the
Sudanese expatriates living in
Japan.

Sudan is the largest country
in Africa. Covering an area of
2.5 million sq. km, it extends
from the desert in the north to
almost the equatorial belt in
the south, and is bordered by
nine countries and the Red Sea.
In the strategic location it occupies, Sudan is endowed with
great climatic and cultural diversity. The land is a habitat
for more than a hundred different human groupings of different racial and cultural origins,
mostly influenced by the Arab
Muslims and African culture.
Sudan has been characterized
as the ‘‘Melting Pot of African
and Middle Eastern Culture.’’
In term of resources, Sudan
is endowed with huge natural
as well as human resources.
With cultivable land estimates
at 80 million hectares, it has
been labeled as the breadbasket of the world. There is also a
huge wealth of livestock estimated to be over 116 million
head; a great water supply
with the Nile River penetrating
Sudan from south to the north;
huge deposits of mineral
wealth that has not yet been
fully explored, exploited, or
utilized; and oil. The government of Sudan has seriously

endeavored to utilize all available potentiality in Sudan to
the utmost and to create favorable investment conditions in
order to encourage foreign
capital investment.
The economy of Sudan is
currently moving toward a liberal and open market economy
and getting ready for globalization. Many incentives and
guarantees provided by the Investment Encouragement Act
are aimed at giving more advantages to foreign investors.
Domestic and foreign investment are treated equally,
which means nondiscrimination on the basis of foreign and
national projects, and exemption for capital goods and
many other incentives are offered in the investment law.
The emergence of oil as a
sources of revenue has contributed greatly to the reconstruction of the economy since 1999.
Sudan now produces about
500,000 barrels per day and is
the third-largest oil producer
in sub-Saharan Africa. Although oil remains the main
driver of growth for the Sudanese economy, agriculture still
accounts for more than onethird of gross domestic product

(GDP), and is considered vital
to the overall growth of the
country, since Sudan in the
first place is an agricultural
country with a huge amount of
water and cultivable land. Given the availability of the resources with the favorable and
encouraging environment, the
Japanese business community
is invited to explore the various
available opportunities in different sectors in Sudan.
Recently, we have been witnessing a remarkable increase
in the number of Japanese
tourist to Sudan, in groups organized by reputable travel
agencies from both sides. The
remarks by the tourists
showed the environmental diversity and the diverse tourist
attractions in Sudan. The Red
Sea coast, which extends for
more than 700 km, provides
tourists with opportunities for
diving, underwater photography, rowing and water-skiing.
The Red Sea has many gulfs
and coral reefs free from contamination.
The northern side of Sudan
enjoys ancient heritages and
antiquities, particularly in Naga and Muswarat, where there
are remains of pyramids and
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temples. Many of them are still
lying unearthed. The ruins are
considered World Heritage archaeological sites by UNESCO. Japanese tourists are welcomed to tour different sites in
Sudan and enjoy the ancient
cultural antiquities with the
beauty of nature.
On peace efforts, the government of the Sudan has a firm
commitment to achieve a comprehensive and lasting peace
in Sudan, coupled with development and stability in areas
affected by internal disputes.
Under the terms of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement
and for broadening enfranchisement, a fair and transparent general election has been
carried out in April 2010, which
resulted in a democratically
elected government. A conference for development and reconstruction of the eastern
part of Sudan convened in Kuwait in early December 2010 to
consolidate and reinforce the
East Peace Agreement, which
was signed in 2006.
Great efforts also are under
way for the settlement of the
problem of Darfur under the
auspices of the Doha Forum.
The most important pillar of

Longest river: The Nile runs south to north through Sudan.
peace, the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement signed between the government of the
Sudan and the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement of the
south in January 2005, will
come to its end in January.
People of southern Sudan
will exercise, according to the
terms stipulated in the Comprehensive Peace Agreement,
their right to vote in a referendum, the result of which shall
decide whether the south will
remain part of the country or
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constitute a separate state.
Given these developments, it is
worth mentioning with appreciation the generous support
and contribution of Japan to
the overall peace process. Japan has supported the Comprehensive Peace Agreement
since its inception, and contributed enormously to the efforts
of post-conflict reconstruction
in the south, east and other
parts of the country. The people and government of Sudan
are most grateful to the people

and government of Japan for
their assistance and support,
which has ranged from basic
needs to infrastructure services. I would like also to extend my warmest thanks and
gratitude to the Japanese nongovernment organizations for
the important and vital work
they are doing on the ground.
Finally, I wish the entire diplomatic corps in Japan and our
friends in various ministries
and agencies a happy new
year.

