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Netherlands queen’s day

Philip de Heer
AMBASSADOR OF THE NETHERLANDS

Firstly, I should like to thank 
The Japan Times for this oppor-
tunity to ad-
dress its readers 
on the occasion 
of Queen’s Day, 
our National 
Day.

This enables 
me to extend to 
the people and 
the government of Japan my 
deepest sympathy with the loss 
of lives and the indescribable 
damage to many communities 
in the north and northeast as a 
result of the March 11 earth-
quake and the tsunami. The 
Japanese people have lived with 
natural disasters throughout 
history, but never on this scale. 
Undoubtedly, they will recover 
and the economy will bounce 
back — but at the moment the 
need for relief and supplies, in-
cluding food, water, shelter and 
electricity, is very grave. The 
task of reconstruction is daunt-
ing in these areas, where whole 
communities, including the lo-
cal authorities and their admin-
istrations, have been swept 
away. 

Add to this the problems cre-
ated by the damage to the Fu-
kushima No. 1 nuclear power 

plant — the radiation danger for 
the staff at the plant and the 
population living nearby, and 
the threat of contamination of 
air, water, soil and crops — and 
it is evident that Japan faces a 
major and unprecedented chal-
lenge. 

In the past weeks it has be-
come clear that Japan does not 
stand alone in facing this chal-
lenge. Many countries have 
joined in assisting on many 
fronts, not only by donating 
money, but also by sending 
emergency supplies, expert help 
and manpower. In my country, 
the Netherlands, many com-
memorative and fundraising 
events have been and are still 
being organized as so many 
gestures of solidarity with Ja-
pan. On April 13, the Dutch Red 
Cross and the soccer club Ajax 
together organized a charity 
event, including a friendly 
match between Ajax and Japa-
nese club Shimizu S-Pulse in 
Amsterdam. The match was 
preceded by a concert of famous 
Dutch musicians. Many people 
attended this event and as a re-
sult as much as €6 million was 
raised.

Japan and the Netherlands 
share a rich history of over 400 
years, which constitutes the 
backbone of our relationship. 
The present crisis has brought 

home to us just how important 
this relationship is for us, and 
how proud we are of this privi-
leged connection. The attitude 
of the people in the stricken ar-
eas and their spirit of resilience 
and determination have been 
and still are a true source of in-
spiration. Their example helped 
us through the difficult weeks 
following March 11, when the 
embassy in Tokyo worked 
round-the-clock to contact its 
citizens and liaise with the Jap-
anese authorities whenever 
necessary. 

Japan is important to the 
Netherlands: It is the second 
biggest non-European investor 
in the Netherlands and 400 Jap-
anese companies, including 
around 80 European headquar-
ters, provide employment to 
many tens of thousands of 

Dutch citizens. The Nether-
lands offers an attractive corpo-
rate tax rate for Japanese corpo-
rations and furthermore a fa-
vorable tax climate; a well-
trained and multilingual 
workforce; a high standard of 
living; an excellent infrastruc-
ture, not only for logistics (Rot-
terdam Port, Schiphol Airport) 
but also for data-exchange. Jap-
anese companies have been 
welcomed by my country from 
an early date and constitute one 
of the largest and most impor-
tant groups of investors in the 
Netherlands. The thriving Japa-
nese community of 6,000 Japa-
nese residents, sometimes jok-
ingly referred to as “little To-
kyo,” contribute not only eco-
nomically but also culturally to 
their local communities.

We hope to contribute to the 
rebuilding of the Tohoku area 
by making available our knowl-
edge and expertise, especially in 
the fields of water engineering, 
water management as well as 
agriculture. Dutch engineers al-
ready worked in this field in Ja-
pan in the Meiji Era and water 
still is an important element in 
our joint activities — strength-
ened by the good contact be-
tween Their Highnesses the 
Crown Princes of our countries, 
who are both active in interna-
tional water affairs. Japan and 

the Netherlands regularly ex-
change knowhow on state-of-
the-art technologies in this field, 
especially with regard to the 
rise of the sea level and water 
security. The Netherlands has a 
long-standing history of farming 
on relatively small-scale areas 
under the latently present threat 
of floods, rising sea levels and 
subsequent salination of agri-
cultural soil. Based on these ex-
periences, the Netherlands have 

developed a profound knowl-
edge and knowhow of sustain-
able, innovative and as yet prof-
itable approaches to agricultural 
production like the concept of 
agro-parks — the spatial clus-
tering of agricultural activities 
(production) with other activi-
ties like processing, trade, sup-
ply, logistics, service and knowl-
edge — or brackish agriculture, 
growing salt-tolerant crops. Also 
in this field I am looking for-
ward to cooperating with the 
farming community of Japan to 
restructure the agricultural sec-
tor in the stricken areas.

But for the time being, dona-

tions from the Netherlands to-
ward the rescue effort will be 
channeled through the Japanese 
Red Cross Society. This includes 
the donation that will be made 
by the embassy in Tokyo of the 

money saved by canceling our 
Queen’s Day Reception this year, 
as well as the donation of €1 mil-
lion by the Netherlands govern-
ment, which was made the day 
after the disaster took place.

Crisis brings home importance of ties

Queen Beatrix of the 
Netherlands

Clean energy: Modern windmills dot the Dutch coast to produce 
electricity. EMBASSY OF THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS

Aftermath: Semitrailers lie strewn Thursday at Utility Trailer Manufacturing Co. in Glade Spring, Va., following an early morning tornado Wednesday. AP

Miami
AP

One in 4 children in the United 
States is being raised by a single 
parent — a percentage that has 
been on the rise and is higher 
than other developed countries, 
according to a report released 
Wednesday.

Of the 27 industrialized 
countries studied by the Orga-
nization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development, 25.8 per-
cent of children in the U.S. were 
being raised by a single parent, 
compared with an average of 
14.9 percent across the other 
countries.

Ireland was second with 24.3 
percent, followed by New Zea-

land with 23.7 percent. Greece, 
Spain, Italy and Luxembourg 
had among the lowest percent-
ages of children in single-parent 
homes.

Experts point to a variety of 
factors to explain the high U.S. 
figure, including a cultural shift 
toward greater acceptance of 
single-parent child rearing. The 
U.S. also lacks policies to help 
support families, including 
child care at work and national 
paid maternity leave, which are 
commonplace in other coun-
tries.

“When our parents married, 
there was a sense that you were 
marrying for life,” said Edward 
Zigler, founder and director of 
Yale’s Edward Zigler Center in 

Child Development and Social 
Policy. “That sense is not as 
prevalent.”

Single parents in the U.S. 
were more likely to be employed 
— 35.8 percent compared to a 
21.3 percent average — but they 
also had higher rates of poverty, 
the report found.

“The in-work poverty is higher 
in the U.S. than other OECD 
countries, because at the bottom 
end of the labor market, earn-
ings are very low,” said Willem 
Adema, a senior economist in 
the group’s social policy division. 
“For parents, the risk is higher 
because they have to make ex-
penditures on child care costs.”

The Paris-based organization 
looked at a broad sector of indi-

cators that affected families and 
children, including childhood 
poverty, early education and 
amount of time spent on paren-
tal care.

Across the nations examined, 
preschool enrollment grew  
from 30 to 50 percent between 
1998 and 2007. The average en-
rolment was 58.2 percent, while 
in the U.S. it was lower.

The report noted that public 
spending on child welfare and 
education is higher in the U.S. 
than in other countries — 
$160,000 per child compared 
with $149,000. However, the au-
thors say most of that money is 
spent after the crucial early 
childhood years.

“This means early investment 

— including child care and sup-
port for families around the 
time of birth — could be 
strengthened,” the authors 
wrote in a separate paper exam-
ining the United States.

The study pointed out that 
the U.S. is the only OECD coun-
try that does not have a national 
paid parental leave policy. Some 
states have started to adopt such 
policies, but most parents are 
offered 12 weeks of unpaid 
leave. This is particularly diffi-
cult for single mothers, who 
may not be able to afford to take 
time off, Zigler said.

“We have not built in the kind 
of national support systems for 
families and children that other 
countries have,” he said.

25% of children in U.S. raised by single parent: survey
Camden N.J.
AP

A federal judge has upheld New Jersey’s four-year residency 
rule for political candidates that knocked former Olympic great 
Carl Lewis off the ballot.

Judge Noel Hillman ruled Thursday that the residency 
requirement doesn’t violate Lewis’ guarantee of equal 
protection under the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.

Lewis’ lawyer, Bill Tambussi, argued that the rule is 
unconstitutional. Lawyers for New Jersey and members of the 
state’s Republican Party said the rule has been on the books 
for 167 years and is part of the state’s constitution.

Tambussi said he will appeal to the state’s 3rd Circuit Court 
of Appeals. A separate challenge has been filed in the state 
appeals court.

All sides agreed there is urgency to decide the case because 
ballots for the June primary were supposed to be mailed 
Friday. Lawyers for the three affected counties said ballots can 
be delayed for about a week without interfering with the 
election. 

Residency rule flaws Lewis N.J. bid

Couple plead guilty 
to kidnapping girl
Los Angeles AP
A California couple pleaded 
guilty Thursday to kidnapping 
a schoolgirl and raping her 
repeatedly while captive for 
almost two decades, in a deal 
welcomed by the now 30-year-
old victim.

Phillip Garrido, who 
fathered two children with 
Jaycee Dugard after 
kidnapping her at age 11 in 
1991, and his wife, Nancy, 
entered the pleas in an 
unexpected move after their 
lawyers hammered out an 
agreement.

“I’m relieved that Phillip and 
Nancy Garrido have finally 
acknowledged their guilt and 
confessed to their crimes 
against me and my family,” 
Dugard said in a statement. 
Dugard’s long ordeal in 
captivity with paroled sex 
offender Garrido and his wife 
came to light when she was 
freed in August 2009. 

Inuit reject plan for 
local government
Montreal AFP-JIJI
Inuit in northern Quebec 
rejected in a referendum the 
creation of the first 
semiautonomous native 
government in the Canadian 
province, authorities said 
Thursday.

Nunavik, a region almost as 
large as France nestled between 
the southern tip of Baffin Island 
and the 55th parallel, is dotted 
with 14 coastal villages that 
house 11,000 mostly aboriginal 
residents.

Five days of voting on 
whether to set up a “regional 
government” that would have 
taken over responsibility for 
health, education and social 
services from the province 
wrapped up Wednesday.

According to preliminary 
results, 66 percent or 2,842 
rejected the notion, versus 34 
percent who voted in favor, 
referendum director Adamie 
Padlayat said in a statement.

Belgium votes on 
banning burqas
Brussels AP
Belgium took a major step 
toward banning burqa-type 
Islamic dress in public when its 
lower house of Parliament 
overwhelmingly backed the 
measure.

After Thursday’s approval, 
the senate still has several 
weeks to decide whether to put 
the bill up for further 
discussion and another vote.

On Thursday, the bill was 
approved by an overwhelming 
majority of 136-1 and two 
abstentions.

IN BRIEF

Atlanta
AFP-JIJI

A powerful tornado that ripped 
across a small town in Georgia 
swept up everything in its path 
before depositing a store sign 
more than 112 miles (180 km) 
away after roaring north into 
neighboring Tennessee.

Linda Summitt of Knoxville, 
Tenn., could not believe her 
eyes when she walked into her 
front yard Thursday morning 
and found the sign for the Rem-
co Business Center.

But it wasn’t the stray sign 

that really caught her attention. 
It was where it had come from 
— some 180 km to the south 
from the town of Ringgold, Ga.

It was a 4 x 8 cardboard “FOR 
LEASE” sign from Remco, 
which is based in Ringgold, near 
the Georgia-Tennessee border, 
which was devastated by a 
deadly storm and tornado late 
Wednesday. She checked the 
number on the sign and rang 
the store owner immediately.

“I said ‘You’re kidding,’ ” said 
Alvin Mashburn, the owner of 
the center. “I told her just to 
keep it as a souvenir.”

Mashburn spent most of 
Thursday trying to help his 
neighbors rescue people trapped 
in their homes and in the debris.

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal 
may request a presidential di-
saster declaration after 14 peo-
ple were killed in the state by 
the deadly tornadoes. “Georgia 
was hit hard by a number of 
devastating, super-cell torna-
does last night and this morn-
ing,” Georgia Emergency Man-
agement Agency public affairs 
officer Ken Davis said. “The 
northwest corner of the state 
has been hit particularly hard.”

Georgia store sign carried 180 km to Tennessee
Paris AFP-JIJI
The deadliest tornado days in the history of 
the United States, according to the Severe 
Storms Laboratory of the National Ocean and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA):

1. 747 deaths — March 18, 1925. The Tri-
State Tornado. The deadliest single tornado in 
American history claimed 695 lives in 
Missouri, southern Illinois and southwestern 
Indiana.

2. 332 deaths — March 21, 1932. The 
Deep South tornado outbreak. Tornadoes 
rage from Texas to South Carolina, 270 of the 
dead are in Alabama alone.

3. 317 deaths — May 17, 1840. The Great 
Natchez Tornado. The seconddeadliest single 

tornado in United States history struck the 
Mississippi town of Natchez, killing 317 
people.

4. 310 deaths — April 3, 1974. The “Super 
Outbreak.” The largest tornado outbreak on 
record claimed 310 lives as 148 confirmed 
tornadoes raged across 13 states.

5. 305 deaths — May 27, 1896. St. Louis-
East St. Louis tornado. Rounding off a deadly 
two-week storm period, 305 people were 
killed by tornadoes in Missouri, Illinois and 
Kentucky.

6. 260 deaths — April 11, 1965. The Palm 
Sunday outbreak. Some 50 twisters hit states 
across the Midwest, killing a total of 260 
people in Illinois, Indiana and Michigan.

7. 249 deaths — April 5, 1936. Tupelo-
Gainesville tornado outbreak. Most of the 249 
people killed were in one Mississippi town, 
Tupelo.

8. 224 deaths — April 20, 1920. Alabama-
Mississippi. A twister kills 224 people in an 
outbreak in the states of Alabama and 
Mississippi.

9. 220 deaths — April 24, 1908. Dixie 
tornado outbreak. Dozens of twisters 
stretching from South Dakota to Texas leave 
220 people dead.

10. 205 deaths — April 6, 1936. 
Gainesville tornado. Some 205 people are 
killed by a single tornado, nearly all of them in 
Gainesville, Ga.

Deaths from this week’s twisters tie with deadliest recorded tornado days

Washington
AFP-JIJI

U.S. meteorologists warned 
Thursday it would be a mistake 
to blame climate change for a 
seeming increase in tornadoes 
in the wake of deadly storms 
that have ripped through the 
Southern U.S.

“If you look at the past 60 
years of data, the number of tor-
nadoes is increasing significant-
ly, but it’s agreed upon by the 
tornado community that it’s not 
a real increase,” said Grady Dix-
on, assistant professor of meteo-
rology and climatology at Mis-
sissippi State University.

“It’s having to do with better 

(weather tracking) technology, 
more population, the fact that 
the population is better educated 
and more aware. So we’re seeing 
them more often,” Dixon said.

But he said it would be “a ter-
rible mistake” to relate the up-
tick to climate change.

The tornadoes that ripped 
through the U.S. this week 
killed over 250 people in the 
worst U.S. weather disaster in 
years.

Violent twisters that famously 
rip through the U.S. South’s “Tor-
nado Alley” are formed when 
strong jet stream winds bringing 
upper-level storms from the 
north interact with very warm, 
humid air masses from the Gulf 

of Mexico, said David Imy from 
the NOAA Storm Prediction Cen-
ter in Norman, Okla.

On Wednesday, a particularly 
potent storm was whipping up 
around the heart of that torna-
do-prone corridor where Arkan-

sas, Oklahoma, eastern Texas 
and northwest Louisiana meet, 
noted Kristina Pydynowski, a 
senior meteorologist at the Ac-
cuWeather.com website.

Sparking the severe thunder-
storms from that point was the 

much warmer air arriving from 
the south, over the tropical 
gulf. The combining winds at 
differing altitudes, said Pydyn-
owski, created a “significant 
twisting motion in the atmo-
sphere, allowing the strongest 

thunderstorms to spawn torna-
does.”  Craig Fugate, adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, also dis-
missed Thursday climate 
change as a factor in the deadly 
tornadoes: “Actually what we’re 

seeing is springtime,” he said.
“Many people think of Okla-

homa as ‘Tornado Alley’ and for-
get that the southeast United 
States actually has a history of lon-
ger and more powerful tornadoes 
that stay on the ground longer.” 

Scientists don’t see ‘real growth’

Climate not 
to blame for 
tornado rise
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