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Marshall Islands national day

Jurelang Zedkaia
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE 
MARSHALL ISLANDS

On this day, I extend the warm-
est greetings from the people 
and government of the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands to all our 
friends, and diplomatic allies 
and partners. This year’s obser-
vation of the Marshall Islands 
Constitution marks the 32nd 
“birthday” of our small country.

Our freedom is secured be-
cause we have you as true 
friends. The trust in our institu-
tions and in the way we conduct 
our foreign affairs is evidenced 
by the generous contribution to 
our cooperation in many fields 
from many countries and lead-
ers of international organiza-
tions. Our philosophy, as island-
ers, is similar in many ways to 
that of Japan, perhaps coincid-

ing with the fact that Japan is an 
island as well and a very big 
part of the Pacific community.

I wish to take this moment to 
especially thank you Japan. Your 
successive leaders never failed to 
consider its role in the Pacific en-
vironment community. Their 
Imperial Majesties Emperor Aki-
hito and Empress Michiko have 

always thought about the people 
of the Pacific area. Japan has al-
ways been a radiant leader for 
taking on some of the toughest 
challenges in the world. Howev-
er, this year is particularly a dif-
ficult time. Indeed, the huge 
challenge of the 2011 Tohoku-
Pacific Earthquake requires the 
toughest decisions and the deter-
mination to overcome the situa-
tion on the ground.

As a true friend, on behalf of 
the chiefs and the people of the 
Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands, I hereby extend to your 
fishermen whose foundation of 
life has been wiped out by the 
Tohoku-Pacific Earthquake and 
its tsunami free use of our fish-
eries zones in the Marshall Is-
lands until they have re-estab-
lished themselves.

God bless the Marshall Is-
lands and Japan.

Saluting a true friend

Jiba B. Kabua
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
MARSHALL ISLANDS

On May 1 every 
year, the people 
of the Republic 
of the Marshall 
Islands cele-
brate the free-
dom that was 
sealed in their 
Constitution in 
l979. Thus, today is once again 
that special day of festivities and 
thanksgiving in appreciation for 
the peaceful cooperation, and 
co-existence between all of our 
islands’ tribes in the archipela-
go of the Marshall Islands, and 
with our many new friends who 
have come to work and settle in 
the country.

As we celebrate our National 
Day once more this year, we are 
much obliged to reflect on the 
promises and covenants that we 

made with respect to the law of 
the land, and in respecting of 
others, we are very appreciative 
of the generous assistance that 
has been provided to the devel-
opment of our country by nu-
merous countries, governments, 
organizations as well as by indi-
viduals who have demonstrated 
the true meaning of friendship 
throughout the years in which 

our people have become unified 
successfully under one govern-
ment. 

As the ambassador of the peo-
ple of the Marshall Islands to Ja-
pan, I wish to take this opportu-
nity to once again express our 
country’s sincere appreciation for 
Japan’s generous contribution to 
our economic and social progress. 
Joining other ambassadors in To-

kyo, I would like to especially ex-
tend my sincere wish to Their 
Imperial Majesties Emperor Aki-
hito and Empress Michiko, the 
government and the people of Ja-
pan during this extremely difficult 
time after the Tohoku-Pacific 
Earthquake of March 11, for the 
most speedy return to normalcy 
from such a disaster and healing 
from the loss of loved ones.

This year is a very special year 
for Japan and its people. It has 
given the leaders of this great na-
tion a time to reflect deeply. Yet, it 
is also a very significant year for 
the rest of the world in its connec-
tion to Japan. In our humble way 
as a small Pacific Islands country, 
a message from my president, His 
Excellency Jurelang Zedkaia, is 
hereby presented. 

Nation celebrates 32 years of freedom, unity
Modern architecture: The Capitol Building in Majuro City is a symbol of the independence of the Marshall Islands. EMBASSY OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

Bilateral link: Majuro Bridge (called Nakasone Bridge), the highest point in Majuro, was built with 
Japan ODA financing in 1984. EMBASSY OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

Tuscaloosa Ala.
AP

Southerners found their emer-
gency safety net shredded Friday 
as they tried to emerge from the 
nation’s deadliest tornado disas-
ter since the Great Depression.

The death toll from Wednes-
day’s storms reached 329 across 
seven states, including 238 in 
Alabama, making it the deadli-
est U.S. tornado outbreak since 
March 1932, when another Ala-
bama storm killed 332 people. 
Tornadoes that swept across the 
South and Midwest in April 1974 
left 315 people dead.

Hundreds if not thousands of 
people were injured Wednes-
day — 990 in Tuscaloosa alone 
— and as many as 1 million Ala-
bama homes and businesses re-
mained without power.

The scale of the disaster 
astonished President Barack 
Obama when he arrived in the 
state Friday.

“I’ve never seen devastation 
like this,” he said, standing in 
bright sunshine amid the wreck-
age in Tuscaloosa, where at least 
45 people were killed and entire 
neighborhoods were flattened.

Mayor Walt Maddox called it 
“a humanitarian crisis” for his 
city of more than 83,000.

Maddox said up to 446 people 
were unaccounted for, though he 
added that many of those reports 
probably were from people who 
have since found their loved 
ones but have not notified au-
thorities. Cadaver-detecting dogs 
were deployed in the city Friday 
but they had not found any re-
mains, Maddox said.

During the mayor’s news con-
ference, a man asked him for 
help getting into his home, and 
broke down as he told his story.

“You have the right to cry,” 
Maddox told him. “And I can tell 
you the people of Tuscaloosa are 
crying with you.”

At least one tornado — a 330-
kph monster that left at least 13 
people dead in Smithville, Miss. 
— ranked in the National Weath-
er Service’s most devastating cat-
egory, EF-5. Meteorologist Jim 
LaDue said he expects “many 
more” of Wednesday’s tornadoes 
to receive that rating, with winds 
topping 200 mph (320 kph).

Tornadoes struck with unex-
pected speed in several states, 
and the difference between life 
and death was hard to fathom.

By Friday, residents whose 

homes were blown to pieces 
were seeing their losses worsen 
— not by nature, but by man. In 
Tuscaloosa and other cities, loot-
ers have been picking through 
the wreckage to steal what little 
the victims have left.

“The first night they took my 
jewelry, my watch, my guns,” 
Shirley Long said Friday. “They 
were out here again last night 
doing it again.”

Overwhelmed Tuscaloosa 
police imposed a curfew and got 
help from national guard troops 
to try to stop the scavenging.

Along their flattened paths, 
the twisters blew down po-
lice and fire stations and other 
emergency buildings along with 
homes, businesses, churches and 
power infrastructure. The num-
ber of buildings lost, damage 
estimates and number of people 
left homeless remained unclear 
two days later, in part because 
the storm also ravaged commu-
nications systems.

Tuscaloosa’s emergency man-
agement center was destroyed, 
so officials used space in one of 
the city’s most prominent build-
ings — the University of Ala-
bama’s Bryant-Denny Stadium 
— as a substitute before moving 
operations to the Alabama Fire 
College.

A fire station was destroyed 
in nearby Alberta City, one of 
the city’s worst-hit neighbor-
hoods. The firefighters survived, 
but damage to their equipment 
forced them to begin rescue op-
erations without a fire truck, city 
fire Chief Alan Martin said.

Martin said the department is 
running normally and has since 
deployed a backup vehicle to 
serve the neighborhood. “In real-
ity, it’s just an extension of what 

we do every day,” he said.
Also wiped out was a Salva-

tion Army building, costing Tus-
caloosa much-needed shelter 
space. And that’s just part of the 
problem in providing emergency 
aid, said Sister Carol Ann Gray of 
the local Catholic Social Services 
office.

“It has been extremely dif-
ficult to coordinate because so 
many people have been affected 
— some of the very same people 
you’d look to for assistance,” 
Gray said.

Emergency services were 

stretched particularly thin about 
145 km to the north in the de-
molished town of Hackleburg, 
Ala., where officials were keep-
ing the dead in a refrigerated 
truck amid a body bag shortage. 
At least 27 people were killed 
there and the search for miss-
ing people continued, with FBI 
agents fanning out to local hos-
pitals to help.

Damage in Hackleburg was 
catastrophic, said Stanley Webb, 
chief agent in the county’s drug 
task force.

“When we talk about these 

homes, they are not damaged. 
They are gone,” he said.

Gail Enlow was in town look-
ing for her aunt, Eunice Cooper, 
who is in her 70s. She wiped 
away tears as she pointed to the 
twisted mess that’s left of the 
housing project where Cooper 
lived.

“Nobody’s seen her,” she said, 
trying to hold back the sobs. 
“She can just barely get around 
and she would need help.”

But in Hackleburg as in Tus-
caloosa, emergency workers 
had more to do than aid suffer-

ing victims. People have looted 
a demolished Wrangler jeans 
distribution center, and authori-
ties locked up drugs from a de-
stroyed pharmacy in a bank.

Fire Chief Steve Hood said he 
desperately wanted flashlights 
for the town’s 1,500 residents 
because he doesn’t want them 
using candles that could ignite 
their homes.

In Cullman, a town about 80 
km north of Birmingham, work-
ers have been putting in long 
hours to clean up debris and ex-
hausted police officers face the 
same problems as the people 
they are sworn to protect. Emer-
gency responders have waiting 
in hourslong lines with other 
drivers to get gas at stations 
without power.

False rumors, meanwhile, 
were sweeping the town. Peo-
ple were pushing debris from 
their yards into streets because 
they heard they were supposed 
to and filling up their bathtubs 
with water because they heard 
the city would cut off the supply.

Kathy McDonald glanced 
around her damaged town and 
quietly wept. Her family’s furni-
ture store, which sold tables and 
couches for decades, was torn 
apart. “I just can’t understand 
this. Are people coming to help 
us?” she said. “We feel all alone.”

Alabama emergency manage-
ment officials said Friday that the 
state had 238 confirmed deaths. 
There were 34 deaths in Mis-
sissippi, 34 in Tennessee, 15 in 
Georgia, five in Virginia, two in 
Louisiana and one in Kentucky.

The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency  has officials on 
the ground in Alabama, Missis-
sippi, Kentucky, Georgia and 
Tennessee . 

Even rescuers hobbled by worst twisters since 1932
Death toll rises to 329 
across seven states; 
1 million lack power

Torn apart: U.S. President Barack Obama speaks to reporters alongside local and federal officials Friday as he tours tornado damage in Tuscaloosa, Ala. AFP-JIJI

Al fresco: Brothers Herschel (left) and Norman Kilgore salvage canned goods from their sister’s 
home in Rainsville, Ala., on Thursday. AP

Obama meets with wounded Giffords 
Cape Canaveral Fla. AP
President Barack Obama has met with U.S. Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords, the Arizona congresswoman who survived an 
assassination attempt in January.

The president and the lawmaker were in Florida to witness the 
launch of the space shuttle Endeavour. Giffords’ husband, Mark 
Kelly, is the mission commander.

The White House said Obama saw Giffords for about 10 
minutes before meeting the full crew of the shuttle. The launch of 
the Endeavour was delayed Friday due to technical problems.

Kelly greeted Obama in a corridor, saying: “I bet you were 
hoping to see a rocket launch today.”

Obama replied: “We were hoping to see you.”
The two men shook hands and embraced.

Mexico extradites drug lord Felix 
Mexico City AP
The reputed leader of one of Mexico’s most violent drug cartels 
was extradited to the United States on Friday to face charges 
there, the Mexican Attorney General’s Office announced.

Benjamin Arellano Felix, who allegedly led the Tijuana cartel, 
is one of the highest-profile drug suspects to be extradited under 
the administration of President Felipe Calderon. 

Calderon sent reputed Gulf cartel leader Osiel Cardenas to the 
U.S. in 2007.

Arellano Felix, along with at least three brothers, allegedly led 
the Tijuana cartel beginning in the 1980s until his arrest in 
central Mexico in 2002. He faced drug-trafficking charges both in 
Mexico and the U.S.

In 2003, he and his brothers were indicted on drug-trafficking 
charges in San Diego, across the border from Tijuana. In 2007, 
Mexico approved a U.S. request for his extradition.

Germany halts alleged terrorist plot
Karlsruhe Germany AP
Three suspected al-Qaida members were working on making a 
shrapnel-laden bomb in Germany to attack a crowded area such as 
a bus or a bus stop when they were arrested, officials said Saturday.

The law enforcement officials say the trio, who had been under 
surveillance for months, hadn’t picked a specific target, but were 
experimenting with explosives and detonators before authorities 
swooped in and detained them Friday.

The suspects include a Moroccan, a German with Moroccan 
citizenship, and a German with Iranian citizenship.

The attack was “still in the experimentation stage,” 
antiterrorism prosecutor Rainer Griesbaum told a news 
conference. Officials decided to arrest the three in the western 
cities of Duesseldorf and Bochum after tips picked up through 
surveillance indicated they might be getting close to being able to 
carry out an attack.

The main suspect — identified only as Abdeladim El-K., a 
29-year-old Moroccan citizen — left Germany in early 2010 and 
trained in an al-Qaida camp in Waziristan near the Afghan-
Pakistan border, and returned last year to carry out the attack, 
Griesbaum said. The other two suspects, a 31-year-old with 
German and Moroccan citizenship and a 19-year-old with 
German and Iranian citizenship, were to appear in court later 
Saturday.

Leaking U.S. house dials for help 
Marblehead Mass. AP
After months of enduring a leaking pipe that buckled its floors and 
sagged its ceilings, an empty house somehow called police for help.

The Salem News reports the call to the emergency hotline went 
out to police from a house in Marblehead on Wednesday after 
water short-circuited the phone system, apparently sparking the 
emergency call.

Officers were sent to the address after the call was recorded as 
a hang up and a return call got static.

Inside, they found the wreckage, including potentially toxic 
mold, from a pipe that apparently burst during the winter. Town 
officials say the interior may have to be gutted.
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