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Russia national day
Mikhail M. Bely
AMBASSADOR OF RUSSIA

I appreciate this opportunity to 
address readers of The Japan 
Times on the occasion of our 
national holiday, Russia Day, 
which commemorates the State 
Sovereignty Declaration that 
was adopted June 12, 1990, and 
marked Russia’s starting point 
on the road to-
ward building a 
new society 
with a modern 
political system 
and market 
economy.

First of all, on 
behalf of all 
Russian people and personally I 
would like to extend condolenc-
es to the victims and all those 
affected by the tragic events of 
March 11, 2011, in Japan. To-
gether with the Japanese people 
we mourn the dead; our hearts 
go out to those who lost loved 
ones and who lost their homes 
in the devastating earthquake 
and tsunami.

Russian people deeply re-
spect and admire the dignity of 
the Japanese people who stood 
up to the ordeal and continued 
to be strong in the face of the 
tragedy. We believe that with 
the support of the international 
community, the Japanese peo-
ple will be able to overcome all 
hardships and difficulties, and 
Japan will come out of hard 
times even stronger and more 
prosperous.

The tragedy in Japan has 
echoed painfully in the hearts 
of the Russian people, leaving 
no one indifferent. In solidarity 
with the Japanese people, thou-
sands of our fellow citizens 
came with flowers to the Em-
bassy of Japan in Moscow, to the 
Consulates General in St. Pe-
tersburg, Khabarovsk, Vladivo-
stok and Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk.

In his condolences to Prime 
Minister Naoto Kan, President 

of the Russian Federation Dmi-
try Medvedev stated Russia’s 
readiness to render necessary 
assistance to Japan in overcom-
ing the aftereffects of the trag-
edy. A team of 160 rescue work-
ers of the Russian Emergency 
Situations Ministry was sent to 
the city of Sendai and relief aid 
was delivered to this area. In 
accordance with the agree-
ments, the Russian side has in-
creased energy supplies to Ja-
pan, so necessary to address 
electricity shortages.

Japan is our good neighbor 
with whom we have many years 
of friendship and cooperation. 
Our country is ready to  increase 
its assistance to Japan in coping 
with the tragedy. Russian Presi-
dent Medvedev confirmed this 
commitment during his meeting 
with Prime Minister Kan on May 
27 on the sidelines of the G-8 
summit in Deauville, France. 
Russia, in particular, will cooper-
ate with Japan by sharing its ex-
periences in the liquidation of 
consequences of nuclear disas-
ters, obtained during recovery 
and restoration work at the Cher-
nobyl nuclear power plant and in 
the areas affected by radioactive 
contamination.

An exclusive atmosphere of 
close cooperation between our 
two countries formed during 
our activities after the tragedy of 
March 11 has made us appreci-
ate anew the importance of bi-
lateral relations. In my opinion, 
these changes have largely con-
tributed to the success of the 
meeting of the leaders of our 
countries in Deauville. It is im-
portant not only to maintain this 
positive attitude of cooperation, 
but also to use it to deepen po-
litical dialogue and fundamen-
tally further our relations in eco-

nomic, cultural and other fields.
Today we are witnessing a 

successful development of Rus-
sian-Japanese economic, trade 
and investment cooperation. Af-
ter a decline as a result of the 
2008 global financial crisis, to-
day the volume of bilateral trade 
between our countries is show-
ing a steady revival. By the end 
of this year, the annual trade is 
expected to reach the pre-crisis 
level, accounting for about $30 
billion.

Certain positive develop-
ments have also been seen in 
investment cooperation. More 
and more Japanese companies 

are inaugurating or planning to 
inaugurate enterprises in Rus-
sia. The foundation of large joint 
ventures — LNG (liquefied nat-
ural gas) and petrochemical 
plants, new automobile assem-
bly lines — in the Russian Far 
East is the nearest future. There 
is great potential for our eco-
nomic cooperation and we 
should use this potential to its 
full extent.

Cultural exchanges play an 
important role in bilateral co-
operation. Festivals of Russian 
culture in Japan and similar 
Japanese events in Russia 
have become a tradition. They 

help strengthen friendship 
and mutual understanding, 
deepen positive mutual inter-
est, thus cementing our bilat-
eral relations.

The opening ceremony of this 
year’s Russian Cultural Festival  
will be held in early July in the 
city of Hakodate, which is close-
ly linked with the history of 
Russian-Japanese relations. It 
was in Hakodate that the first 
Russian diplomatic mission in 
Japan was opened in 1858. It 
was in this city where 150 years 
ago Archbishop Nicolas (Saint 
Nicolas) began his mission to 
preach Orthodox Christianity to 

the Japanese people; the famous 
Holy Resurrection Cathedral in 
Tokyo is also known as Nicko-
lai-do.

Of course, Hakodate will not 
be the only venue for events 
within the festival. Japanese au-
diences in Tokyo, Osaka, Yoko-
hama and other cities will have 
an opportunity to attend perfor-
mances by famous Russian bal-
let, opera and theatrical 
troupes, orchestras, and among 
them the famous Pyatnitsky 

State Academic Russian Folk 
Choir; enjoy performances by 
the Moscow Circus; and various 
exhibitions.

I would like to invite all read-
ers of The Japan Times to attend 
the events of the festival to learn 
more about Russia, to get ac-
quainted with its art. I hope this 
will inspire you to visit my 
country and experience Mos-
cow and St. Petersburg, see with 
your own eyes the Kremlin and 
the Hermitage museum, visit 

theaters and other museums; 
take in the atmosphere of the 
Red Square; view Peterhof Pal-
ace, Tsarskoe Selo (Czar’s Vil-
lage) and the famous Amber 
Chamber.

I am sure this will contribute 
to further the development of 
mutual understanding and 
friendship between our coun-
tries and peoples, and deepen a 
new, remarkable emotional at-
mosphere in the relations be-
tween our nations created in the 
wake of growing respect and 
sympathy in Russia for the Japa-
nese people, stoically recovering 
from the recent disaster, and the 
willingness of the Russian peo-
ple to help.

Growing respect, sympathy for Japan

Yoshiro Mori
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-RUSSIA 
PARLIAMENTARIANS’ FRIENDSHIP 
LEAGUE

On the occasion of the 21st Rus-
sia Day, I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to the people 
and government 
of the Russian 
Federation.

A new Russia 
was born on 
June 12, 1990, 
and through 
the various ef-
forts of the Rus-
sian people, Russia has built its 
present prosperity, remains an 
important actor in the world 
and continues to grow further, 
which I sincerely admire.

In the more than 20 years 
since they became new neigh-
bors, Japan and Russia, have 
developed their relations in a 
wide range of fields. Following 
in the footsteps of my late father, 
who was committed to the en-
hancement of the friendship 
with the Soviet Union through-
out his life, I made it my life to 
help develop the relations with 
Russia and have worked con-
tinuously on expanding Japan-
Russia parliamentarian ex-
changes, economic exchanges 
and cultural exchanges.

The March 11 Great East Ja-

pan Earthquake was a great 
tragedy for Japan. At the same 
time, it provided an opportunity 
to realize the strong Japan-Rus-
sia ties, which had been nur-
tured for a long time.

In the aftermath of the disas-
ter, the Russian government 
was one of the first to extend its 
solidarity with Japan, dispatch-
ing rescue workers and deliver-
ing relief supplies, such as blan-
kets and water, as well as do-
simeters for radioactive con-
tamination.

Also, I hear that many Rus-
sian people, including promi-
nent figures from various fields 
as well as the general public, 
laid flowers and origami cranes, 
and prayed in front of the Japa-
nese Embassy in Moscow. 

It served as powerful encour-
agement for our country, which 
was grief-stricken after the di-
saster of the earthquake and 
tsunami, that neighboring Rus-
sia extended warm sympathy 
and support. Let me express my 
heartfelt appreciation.

I think that Japan, in pro-
ceeding on its path toward re-
vival, should further reinforce 
relations with Russia. In recent 
years, Japan and Russia have 
promoted mutually beneficial 
cooperation, especially in the 
field of energy, such as the 
Sakhalin Project in the neigh-

boring eastern Siberia and Rus-
sian Far East areas, which is 
obviously important for both 
countries to further foster such 
currents in the future.

Last year, I was given the op-
portunity to attend the opening 
ceremony of Komatsu’s new fac-
tory constructed in Yaroslavl 
and I realized anew that eco-
nomic relations have a big po-
tential toward further growth in 
Russia by Japanese companies 
from wide-ranging industries, 
not limited to the energy and 
automotive sectors.

Also, it is still fresh in my 
mind that I met Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin to renew old 
friendships and to discuss the 
promotion of Japan and Russia’s 
future relationship.

Currently, Russia is modern-
izing its economy. I believe that 
it would be meaningful for both 

our countries to enhance the 
exchange of advanced technolo-
gies, such as energy-efficient 
technology, which is a specialty 
of Japan.

Furthermore, it is important 
to further deepen Japan-Russia 
cooperation in the international 
arena, as both countries are 
leading players in the Asia-Pa-
cific region and the world. Espe-
cially in recent years, Russia is 
working energetically for its in-
tegration into the Asia-Pacific 
region and is scheduled to host 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) summit in 
Vladivostok next year. By shar-
ing its experience with Russia,  
Japan, which acted as the chair 
while hosting this conference 
last year, can help both coun-
tries contribute to the develop-
ment of the Asia-Pacific, a 
booming region in the world.

As shown above, there is a 
big potential between Japan 
and Russia to further expand 
relations in various fields in 
the future. In promoting coop-
eration at all levels, it is very 
regrettable that the territorial 
issue between both countries 
has been left unresolved. I 
think it is important to repeat 
frank discussions to settle the 
problem.

I am determined to make 
continuous efforts to help fur-
ther develop the long-estab-
lished, good relations between 
Japan and Russia, while over-
coming the difficult issues be-
tween the two countries.

In conclusion, on this auspi-
cious occasion of Russia Day, I 
offer my congratulations again 
to the Russian Federation and 
its people, and sincerely wish 
them peace and prosperity.

Long-established ties can help Asia-Pacific

Kunio Hatoyama
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-RUSSIA 
ASSOCIATION

On the occasion of the anniver-
sary of the Declaration of Sover-
eignty of the Russian Federa-
tion, I would 
like to extend 
my heartfelt 
congratulations 
to the govern-
ment and peo-
ple of the Rus-
sian Federation 
on behalf of the 
Japan-Russia Association.

Since the declaration of sov-
ereignty, the Russian Federa-
tion has reconstructed various 
aspects of its politics and econ-
omy, and steadily progressed 
around the export of natural 
resources. Also, Russia has kept 
developing and flourishing so 
much, not only by enhancing 
innovation in technology and 
seeking to transform the social 
and economic structures, but 
also by participating in inter-
national politics and communi-
ties as a member of the Group 
of Eight and the Group of 
Twenty.

On the domestic front, Russia 
has an important political sea-
son ahead, with the lower house 

election in December as well as 
the presidential election next 
March.

For Japan, an island nation 
and a resource-poor country, 
building peaceful and friendly 
relationships with neighboring 
countries as well as other na-
tions is significant for it to sur-
vive and to develop. Especially 
with its old ally Russia, it is de-
sirable to strengthen friendly 
bilateral relations.

Today, Japan and Russia have 
loads of work to do, such as the 
conclusion of a peace treaty by 
solving the unsettled territorial 
issue, and other aspects, includ-
ing political and economic is-
sues. However, the two coun-
tries need to solve the pending 
problems by working in tandem 
to create a mutually dependent 
strategic partnership.

In 1957, my grandfather Ichi-
ro Hatoyama founded the Ja-
pan-Soviet Association and in 
1965 it was renamed the Japan-
Russia Association. Since then, 
the Japan-Russia Association 
has organized friendship activi-
ties to develop amicable rela-
tions and we would like to con-
tinue to engage in meaningful 
activities that would affect in-
ternal and external politics. In 
October, a delegation from the 

Japan-Russia Association, which 
I represent, plans to visit Russia 
for serious and sincere discus-
sions with respect and mutual 
understanding to help foster 
new Japan-Russia relations.

Moreover, as a politician, I 
advocate environmental issues 
as a policy. The notion has 
been widespread in people’s 
minds since the Industrial Rev-
olution that because of eco-
nomic activities the natural 
environment could ultimately 
be destroyed. I want the world 
to realize that the behavioral 
principle of setting human eco-
nomic activities as the highest 
priority is the cause of various 
environmental problems. If 
that behavioral principle con-
tinues to be accepted, it will be 
impossible to find a solution to 
Earth’s environmental issues 
and human beings will be led 
to extinction.

I hope that people in both Ja-
pan and Russia promote activi-
ties to save the Earth hand-in-
hand with sharing an aware-
ness of the world’s environmen-
tal issues while attending to 
economic growth.

On the occasion of Russia 
Day, I would like to pray for the 
peace and prosperity of Russia 
and its people.

Fostering a strategic partnership 

Assistance: A team of 160 rescue workers of the Russian Emergency Situations Ministry helps 
deliver relief aid after the Great East Japan Earthquake. EMBASSY OF RUSSIA
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