Croatia national day

Nation of ancient history, with EU story to come
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Today, as the Republic of Croa-
tia celebrates the 20th anniver-
sary of its independence, I
would like to

use this oppor-

tunity to ex-

press, on behalf

of H.E. Ivo Josi-

povic, the presi-

dent of the Re-

public of Croa-

tia, as well as

the government and the people
of the Republic of Croatia, our
most sincere wishes for contin-
ued peace, prosperity and joy to
Their Imperial Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko and to the government
and great and friendly citizens
of Japan.

It gives me great pleasure to
highlight that the European
Council has recommended end-
ing negotiations on Croatia’s ac-
cession into the European
Union, and the talks are expect-
ed to end by June 30. We expect
an agreement on Croatia’s EU
membership to be signed by the
end of this year. After being rat-
ified by all EU member states,
the agreement should come into
force in July 2013, making Croa-
tia the 28th EU member state.
This represents the official rec-
ognition of our six-year-long ef-
forts in the process of the EU
accession negotiations, and I
would like to take this opportu-
nity to congratulate all the Cro-
atian citizens residing in Japan
on this important event.

At the same time, I feel a pro-
found need to express my sol-

emn condolences to the Japa-
nese nation in these times of
sadness and despair. To many
families who were bereaved of
their loved ones and whose
property is now vanished I
would like to say that we, the
Croatian people, stand by you. I
know personally of many indi-
vidual inquiries and offers for
help from the side of Croatian
citizens who were deeply struck
by the terrible events following
the March 11 earthquake and
tsunami. In their hearts and
minds there was nothing but
genuine sympathy for the Japa-
nese people facing such a pain-
ful devastation.

I feel proud to say that my
country offered relief to the gov-
ernment of Japan by proposing
to accommodate and cover all
the expenses for a group of 30
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schoolchildren’s stay in Croatia
this coming August. It is my sin-
cere hope that the beauties of
the ancient city of Split and the
hospitality of the Croatian peo-
ple will help them bear their
troubles more easily for a while.
Besides this proposal, the Croa-
tian government also donated
$700,000 for Japan’s quake relief
efforts.

Japan and Croatia have had
20 years of warm and friendly
relations. During this time, our
political dialogue has grown
steadily, with the frequent offi-
cial visits of our political lead-
ers and executives over the
years building the dialogue be-
tween our countries. Most re-
cently, in 2010, the Speaker of
the Croatian Parliament Luka
Bebic and the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of For-
eign Affairs and European Inte-
gration Gordan Jandrokovic
made official visits to Japan on
separate occasions.

I am also particularly
pleased to say that Japanese
tourists have recognized Croa-
tia as a hit destination in the
past several years and that the
number of tourists from Japan
has grown manyfold during
this time. I believe this is one of
the best ways to promote the
links between our two cultures
and further strengthen our
friendly bonds.

Cultural cooperation has
been one of the strongholds of
our relations. Both Japan and
Croatia are interested in further
exploring possibilities for the
exchange of representatives
from all walks of cultural life —
be it literature, design, music,
fashion, theater, film or others.
The experience of such previous
visits and events proves that this
cooperation has great potential.

I'would like to use this opportu-
nity to announce that several
very popular Croatian artists,
including pianists Maksim Mr-
vica, Kemal Gekic and Lovro
Pogorelic and cellist Stjepan
Hauser, will be having concerts
in Japan this year.

Another proof of our deepen-
ing bilateral cooperation is the
most recent establishment of
two Consulates of the Republic
of Croatia in Japan. I am hon-
ored to say that Hiroshi Ojima
and Koichi Takakura will head
the consulates as honorary con-
suls of the Republic of Croatia in
the cities of Osaka and Naha,
respectively, covering the con-
sular areas of the Kansai region
and Kyushu-Okinawa. Final
preparations are now under way
and the two consulates will be
officially launched in the follow-
ing couple of months.

Also in this context, I would
like to mention a long-lasting
friendship that has existed for
several decades now between
the sister cities of Kyoto and Za-
greb, Kawasaki and Rijeka and
Hekinan and Pula. And in Toka-
machi, where the Croatian soc-
cer team was stationed during
the 2002 World Cup, a well-

known architectural team from
Croatia, Penezic & Rogina, to-
gether with Japanese associates,
is building the House of Japan-
Croatia Friendship — a beauti-
ful project that will upon its
completion stand to honor sport
and almost a decade of true
friendship.

I am convinced that the ex-
isting friendly relations will con-
tinue to develop even further in
the forthcoming period in
which Croatia will focus on
strengthening its economic
growth in order to be better pre-
pared for a full membership of
the European Union. This will
give it yet another opportunity
to define its development ca-
pacities and needs and hope-
fully raise the economic links
with Japan to a higher level.

In conclusion, allow me to
express my gratitude to The Ja-
pan Times for providing me
with an opportunity to address
hereby its respected readers. Al-
low me to once again whole-
heartedly congratulate all Croa-
tian citizens residing in Japan,
as well as all our friends from
Japan and around the world
who hold Croatia dear, on the
20th Statehood Day of Croatia.

Congratulations
on the 20th Anniversary of the Statehood Day of
the Republic of Croatia
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