
THE JAPAN TIMES  SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2011  7

world/classified

SUN REALTY & INSUR-
ANCE CORPORATION.
 Exclusive Agents FOR 
HOMAT APARTMENTS.  
(03) 3584-6171/5.

www.sunrealty.co.jp

NISHI-AZABU:  Splendid 4 
bedrooms, easy access to 
Roppongi, Shibuya and 
Omotesando areas. 
¥1,100,000.

For Rent

REAL ESTATE

APARTMENTS
(REAL ESTATE AGENCIES)

CLASSIFIED 
ADS
YOUR MOST POTENT 
SALES WEAPON!
Business hours:
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
(Closed on Sat., Sun. and national 
holidays)

Tel: (03) 3453-5552

HOUSES
For Rent

SUN REALTY & INSUR-
ANCE CORPORATION.
 Exclusive Agents FOR 
HOMAT HOUSES. (03) 
3584-6171/5.

www.sunrealty.co.jp

MEJIRO/ TOSHIMA-KU: 
Spacious 4 bedrooms, 
greenly gated international 
community, conveniently 
located to new French 
school in Takinogawa. 
¥900,000.

We will not accept ads 
that solicit compan-
ionship, etc., or that 
are, or may easily be 
construed to be illegal, 
misleading, fraudulent, 
indecent, suggestive or 
offensive.

We reserve the right 
to edit, reject or cancel 
any copy submitted 
without notice.
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Croatia national day

Mira Martinec
AMBASSADOR OF CROATIA

Today, as the Republic of Croa-
tia celebrates the 20th anniver-
sary of its independence, I 
would like to 
use this oppor-
tunity to ex-
press, on behalf 
of H.E. Ivo Josi-
povic, the presi-
dent of the Re-
public of Croa-
tia, as well as 
the government and the people 
of the Republic of Croatia, our 
most sincere wishes for contin-
ued peace, prosperity and joy to 
Their Imperial Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress 
Michiko and to the government 
and great and friendly citizens 
of Japan.

It gives me great pleasure to 
highlight that the European 
Council has recommended end-
ing negotiations on Croatia’s ac-
cession into the European 
Union, and the talks are expect-
ed to end by June 30. We expect 
an agreement on Croatia’s EU 
membership to be signed by the 
end of this year. After being rat-
ified by all EU member states, 
the agreement should come into 
force in July 2013, making Croa-
tia the 28th EU member state. 
This represents the official rec-
ognition of our six-year-long ef-
forts in the process of the EU 
accession negotiations, and I 
would like to take this opportu-
nity to congratulate all the Cro-
atian citizens residing in Japan 
on this important event.

At the same time, I feel a pro-
found need to express my sol-

emn condolences to the Japa-
nese nation in these times of 
sadness and despair. To many 
families who were bereaved of 
their loved ones and whose 
property is now vanished I 
would like to say that we, the 
Croatian people, stand by you. I 
know personally of many indi-
vidual inquiries and offers for 
help from the side of Croatian 
citizens who were deeply struck 
by the terrible events following 
the March 11 earthquake and 
tsunami. In their hearts and 
minds there was nothing but 
genuine sympathy for the Japa-
nese people facing such a pain-
ful devastation.

I feel proud to say that my 
country offered relief to the gov-
ernment of Japan by proposing 
to accommodate and cover all 
the expenses for a group of 30 

schoolchildren’s stay in Croatia 
this coming August. It is my sin-
cere hope that the beauties of 
the ancient city of Split and the 
hospitality of the Croatian peo-
ple will help them bear their 
troubles more easily for a while. 
Besides this proposal, the Croa-
tian government also donated  
$700,000 for Japan’s quake relief 
efforts.

Japan and Croatia have had 
20 years of warm and friendly 
relations. During this time, our 
political dialogue has grown 
steadily, with the frequent offi-
cial visits of our political lead-
ers and executives over the 
years building the dialogue be-
tween our countries. Most re-
cently, in 2010, the Speaker of 
the Croatian Parliament Luka 
Bebic and the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of For-
eign Affairs and European Inte-
gration Gordan Jandrokovic 
made official visits to Japan on 
separate occasions. 

I am also particularly 
pleased to say that Japanese 
tourists have recognized Croa-
tia as a hit destination in the 
past several years and that the 
number of tourists from Japan 
has grown manyfold during 
this time. I believe this is one of 
the best ways to promote the 
links between our two cultures 
and further strengthen our 
friendly bonds. 

Cultural cooperation has 
been one of the strongholds of 
our relations. Both Japan and 
Croatia are interested in further 
exploring possibilities for the 
exchange of representatives 
from all walks of cultural life — 
be it literature, design, music, 
fashion, theater, film or others. 
The experience of such previous 
visits and events proves that this 
cooperation has great potential. 

I would like to use this opportu-
nity to announce that several 
very popular Croatian artists, 
including pianists Maksim Mr-
vica, Kemal Gekic and Lovro 
Pogorelic and cellist Stjepan 
Hauser, will be having concerts 
in Japan this year.

Another proof of our deepen-
ing bilateral cooperation is the 
most recent establishment of 
two Consulates of the Republic 
of Croatia in Japan. I am hon-
ored to say that Hiroshi Ojima 
and Koichi Takakura will head 
the consulates as honorary con-
suls of the Republic of Croatia in 
the cities of Osaka and Naha, 
respectively, covering the con-
sular areas of the Kansai region 
and Kyushu-Okinawa. Final 
preparations are now under way 
and the two consulates will be 
officially launched in the follow-
ing couple of months. 

Also in this context, I would 
like to mention a long-lasting 
friendship that has existed for 
several decades now between 
the sister cities of Kyoto and Za-
greb, Kawasaki and Rijeka and 
Hekinan and Pula. And in Toka-
machi, where the Croatian soc-
cer team was stationed during 
the 2002 World Cup, a well-

known architectural team from 
Croatia, Penezic & Rogina, to-
gether with Japanese associates, 
is building the House of Japan-
Croatia Friendship — a beauti-
ful project that will upon its 
completion stand to honor sport 
and almost a decade of true 
friendship.

I am convinced that the ex-
isting friendly relations will con-
tinue to develop even further in 
the forthcoming period in 
which Croatia will focus on 
strengthening its economic 
growth in order to be better pre-
pared for a full membership of 
the European Union. This will 
give it yet another opportunity 
to define its development ca-
pacities and needs and hope-
fully raise the economic links 
with Japan to a higher level. 

In conclusion, allow me to 
express my gratitude to The Ja-
pan Times for providing me 
with an opportunity to address 
hereby its respected readers. Al-
low me to once again whole-
heartedly congratulate all Croa-
tian citizens residing in Japan, 
as well as all our friends from 
Japan and around the world 
who hold Croatia dear, on the 
20th Statehood Day of Croatia.

Nation of ancient history, with EU story to come

Amphitheater: Pula Arena, constructed between 27 B.C. and 
A.D. 68 in the ancient Roman colonial city of Pula, is among the 
largest such structures surviving today. CROATIAN TOURIST BOARD

Expansive nature: The National Park of Croatia is on western Mljet, the southernmost and 
furthest east of the larger Adriatic islands. CROATIAN TOURIST BOARD

Santa Monica California
AP

As the FBI chased leads on two 
continents, Boston mob boss 
James “Whitey” Bulger spent 
nearly all of his 16 years in hid-
ing in this quiet seaside city, 
passing himself off as just anoth-
er elderly retiree, albeit one who 
kept a .357 Magnum and more 
than 100 rounds of ammunition 
in his modest apartment.

Bulger — the FBI’s most-want-
ed man and a feared underworld 
figure linked to 19 murders — 
was captured Wednesday after 
one of the biggest manhunts 
in U.S. history. His undoing 
may have been his impeccably 
groomed girlfriend.

Earlier this week, after years 
of frustration, the FBI put out a 
series of daytime TV announce-
ments with photos of Bulger’s 
blond live-in companion, Cath-
erine Greig. The announce-
ments pointed out that Greig was 
known to frequent beauty salons 
and have her teeth cleaned once 
a month.

Two days later, the campaign 
produced a tip that led agents 
to the two-bedroom apartment 
three blocks from the Pacific 
Ocean where Bulger and Greig 
lived, authorities said. The FBI 
would not give any details about 
the tip.

The 81-year-old boss of South 
Boston’s vicious Winter Hill 
Gang — a man who authorities 
say would not hesitate to shoot 
someone between the eyes — 
was lured outside the building 
and captured without resistance. 
Greig, 60, was also arrested.

Neighbors were stunned to 
learn they had been living in the 
same building as the man who 
was the model for Jack Nichol-
son’s ruthless crime boss in the 
2006 Martin Scorsese movie 
“The Departed.”

The arrest closed one chap-
ter in a case that scandalized 
the FBI.

Bulger fled in 1995 after a re-
tired FBI agent who had recruit-
ed him as a government infor-
mant tipped him off that he was 
about to be indicted. Soon it was 
discovered that the Boston FBI 

had a corrupt relationship with 
its underworld informants, pro-
tecting mob figures for decades 
and allowing them to commit 
murders as long as they were 
supplying useful information.

“Although there are those 
who have doubted our resolve at 
times over the years, it has never 
wavered,” Richard DesLauriers, 
agent in the charge of the FBI’s 
Boston office, said after Bulger’s 
capture. “We followed every 
lead. We explored every possi-
bility, and when those leads ran 
out, we did not sit back and wait 
for the phone to ring.”

While Bulger’s capture is the 
end of a long, frustrating search 
for the FBI, it could expose the 
bureau to even more scandal.

One of Bulger’s lieutenants 
testified in 2002 that Bulger 
boasted that he had corrupted 
six FBI agents and more than 20 
Boston police officers, keeping 
them loyal by stuffing envelopes 
with cash at Christmas.

“If he starts to talk, there will 
be some unwelcome account-
ability on the part of a lot of 
people inside law enforcement,” 
said retired Massachusetts state 
police Maj. Tom Duffy. “Let me 
put it this way: I wouldn’t want 
my pension contingent on what 
he will say at this point.”

On Thursday, more than a 
dozen FBI agents carried out 
bags of evidence from the Santa 
Monica apartment while neigh-
bors and even some tourists 
from Boston watched. Authori-
ties said they seized a variety of 
weapons, including the Mag-
num, and a large amount of 
cash.

The FBI “just started a new 
campaign in the Boston press 
a couple days ago. We were all 
laughing how nothing would 
come of it,” said Ed Dente, who 
was vacationing from Boston.

The new FBI announcements, 
which targeted 14 areas where 
agents thought Bulger might be, 
did not include the Los Angeles 
area. Instead, they were broad-
cast in San Diego, San Francisco 
and in a dozen other locations.

Retired Massachusetts state 
police Col. Tom Foley, who in-
vestigated Bulger for decades, 

said he never believed the vari-
ous reported Bulger sightings 
around the world, even the 2002 
sighting in London that the FBI 
said was confirmed. Foley said it 
was widely believed that the FBI 
did not actively search for the 
mobster, at least initially.

“Apparently, they should have 
spent more time in this country 
looking for him than gallivanting 
overseas,” Foley said.

Damon Katz, chief counsel 
for the FBI in Boston, would not 
comment on Bulger’s living in 
the same place for almost the 
entire time he was a fugitive.

On Thursday afternoon, Bulg-
er appeared with his girlfriend in 
federal court in Los Angeles and 
was ordered returned to Massa-
chusetts to face charges after he 
waived his right to a hearing.

Balding, with a full white 
beard and wire-rimmed glasses, 
a thin but fit Bulger, who was 

handcuffed, clutched court doc-
uments against his chest and 
said he understood the charges 
against him.

“I got them all here,” Bulger 
said in a Boston accent to a 
packed courtroom. “It will take 
me quite a while to finish these. 
I know them all pretty well.”

Bulger shuffled out of the 
courtroom and cracked a smile 
after a law enforcement officer 
patted him on the back and led 
him away.

He faces federal charges that 
include murder, conspiracy to 
commit murder, narcotics dis-
tribution, extortion and money 
laundering. Greig was charged 
with harboring a fugitive.

Many people in the South-
ern California neighborhood 
where the crime boss lived were 
not surprised that Bulger could 
blend in in Santa Monica, a 
densely populated beachside 

suburb of Los Angeles where 
aging, pony-tailed hippies, bike-
riding environmentalists, Holly-
wood actors and others regularly 
rub shoulders with retirees, but 
usually exchange no more than 
pleasantries.

“This is the perfect place to 
hide,” said Maura McCormick, 
who lives in an apartment build-
ing next door. “Nobody bothers 
anyone here.”

Seth Rosenzweig, a writer who 
lives down the hall from Bulger’s 
apartment, said the fugitive, who 
was partial to baseball caps and 
dark sunglasses, kept a low pro-
file. He would divert his eyes ev-
ery time he got into the elevator 
with other people.

The apartment’s managers, 
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity, said the couple, who 
went by the names Charles and 
Carol Gasko, had lived there 15 
years and were ideal tenants 

who always paid their rent on 
time and in cash. Property re-
cords show the apartment had 
a rent-controlled rate of $1,145 
a month.

Catalina Schlank, who has 
lived in the building for 35 years, 
said she was friendly with Greig 
but not so much so with Bulg-
er, whom she called a recluse. 
“They were a handsome couple, 
but they were kind of mysteri-
ous,” she said.

The couple didn’t own a car, 
choosing to walk everywhere. 
That’s easy to do in their neigh-
borhood, just down the street 
from the beach.

Schlank said Greig would 
often walk to a market before 
dawn, bringing back the couple’s 
groceries in a shopping cart and 
stopping off to drop Schlank’s 
newspaper at her door, some-
times with some fruit she had 
picked up.

The apartment managers 
also recalled that Bulger seemed 
concerned for the well-being of 
others, once giving a building 
worker his flashlight because he 
was worried about her crossing 
the road after she finished her 
shift at night.

Bulger had a $2 million re-
ward on his head and rose to 
No. 1 on the FBI’s Ten Most 
Wanted list after al-Qaida leader 
Osama bin Laden was killed in 
Pakistan at the beginning of May.

He was wanted for 19 mur-
ders, including one in which 
the victim was shot between the 
eyes in a parking lot at his coun-
try club in Oklahoma. Another 
was gunned down in broad day-
light on a South Boston street to 
prevent him from talking about 
the killing in Oklahoma. Others 
were taken out for running afoul 
of Bulger’s gambling enterprises.

At the same time he was boss 
of the Winter Hill Gang, South 
Boston’s murderous Irish mob, 
Bulger was an FBI informant, 
supplying information about 
the rival New England Mafia. A 
congressional committee in 2003 
harshly criticized the FBI for its 
use of Bulger and other criminals 
as informants, calling it “one of 
the greatest failures in the his-
tory of federal law enforcement.”

The retired agent accused of 
tipping off Bulger, John Connolly 
Jr., was convicted of racketeering 
in 2002 for protecting Bulger and 
another mob informant in the 
Winter Hill Gang, Stephen “The 
Rifleman” Flemmi. Connolly was 
also found guilty of murder in 
Miami for helping to set in mo-
tion a mob hit in 1982 against a 
business executive.

Patricia Donahue, wife of al-
leged Bulger victim Michael 
Donahue, said she could not 
believe the news of Bulger's 
capture.

"I actually never thought I 
would see this day. I thought the 
man was dead," she said. Her 
husband, a construction worker 
and truck driver, was killed in 
1982 in a hit on an underworld 
figure who was cooperating 
with investigators. Donahue had 
given the target of the hit a ride 
home that day.

"I am very satisfied to know 
that the person who pulled the 
trigger to end my husband's life 
is going to go to jail," Donahue 
said.

Boston mob boss Bulger was hiding in plain sight
Capture comes after FBI aired 
appeals for help on daytime TV 

Day to celebrate: Steve Martinez (right), assistant director in charge of the FBI ‘s Los Angeles office, and Douglas Price, assistant 
special agent in charge of the criminal division, speak next to a “Wanted” poster overstamped “Captured” for James “Whitey” 
Bulger, during a news conference at FBI headquarters in Los Angeles on Thursday. AP
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