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Malawi independence day

Reuben Ngwenya
AMBASSADOR OF MALAWI

Today is the 47th anniversary of 
the independence of Malawi, 
our beautiful country in the 
southern part of 
Africa. It is 
therefore the 
best time to 
share our desti-
nation with 
friends and de-
velopment part-
ners. First, al-
low me on behalf of the govern-
ment and people of Malawi to 
present my respectful greetings 
and best wishes to Their Impe-
rial Majesties the Emperor Aki-
hito and Empress Michiko, and 
for the continued prosperity and 
happiness of the people of Japan 
as they recover from the triple 
tragedies that occurred on 
March 11.

May I also take this opportu-
nity to thank the government 
and people of Japan for the role 
they have played in the develop-
ment of Malawi since diplomat-
ic relations between Japan and 
Malawi were established in 
1964. Japan continues to be a 
very reliable development part-
ner to Malawi, through its pro-
grams such as official develop-
ment assistance (ODA); the Ja-
pan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA); One Village, One 
Product (OVOP); and the Tokyo 
International Conference on Af-
rican Development (TICAD). 
Malawi has benefited a lot in in-
frastructure development such 

as the construction of schools 
and roads, and in technical as-
sistance, especially capacity 
building.

Malawi is proud to be hosting 
the largest contingent of Japan 
Overseas Cooperation Volun-
teers (JOCVs) since the program 
started in the mid-1970s. To 
show our appreciation and in 
recognition of their contribution 
toward the development of our 
country, the Malawi govern-
ment has awarded these selfless 
men and women with certifi-
cates, which will be presented 
to them in the near future.

On a very positive note, since 
H.E. President Bingu wa Muth-
arika took over the mantle of 
leadership of the country, the 
Malawi economy has continued 
to register unprecedented eco-
nomic growth rates, at an aver-
age of 7.5 percent for three con-
secutive years. Due to good 
policies that have been adopted, 
Malawi has turned itself from a 
perennial food deficit nation 
that needed imports every year 
to a hunger-free nation that now 
has become a breadbasket and 
has been exporting its surplus 
for the past six years.

Malawi is also on the right 
course to achieving the U.N. 
Millennium Development goals 
in the health sector through a 
reduction in child mortality and 
combating communicable dis-
eases and malaria.

The government also recog-
nizes the importance of educa-
tion and realizes that children 
are the future leaders of tomor-

row. In this regard, the govern-
ment is constructing more 
schools including the recent 
Malawi University of Science 
and Technology. Five other new 
universities are lined up for 
construction to diversify areas 
of science and to increase stu-
dent intake. Currently, the Ma-
lawi government is seeking 
partners for this endeavor in the 
fields of science as the curricula 
in these universities will include 
water resources, marine biology, 
mineral research and applied 
engineering, among others.

The government also realizes 
that a well-developed transport 
network system is an indispens-
able condition for enhancing 
socioeconomic growth and de-
velopment, hence its emphasis 
on the transport sector. The 
government of Malawi at pres-
ent is increasing access to major 
trading areas to improve market 

access for the majority of farm-
ers who reside in rural areas. 
Most roads are being upgraded 
to cope with the demands of 
heavy traffic, such as paving 
with asphalt and widening 
some of the major highways to 
improve service and the deliv-
ery of goods.

Malawi is also building an 
inland port and a transport sys-
tem called the Shire-Zambezi 
Waterway to reduce transporta-
tion and the cost of doing busi-
ness by 60 percent. This is going 
to serve other countries in the 
region including Zambia, Zim-
babwe and the countries situ-
ated in Central Africa.

With the unprecedented 
growth the country is experi-
encing, it has placed a huge de-
mand for energy both at the in-
dustrial and the household lev-
el. The government has em-
barked on the rehabilitation of 
the country’s power generation 
plants and it also plans to build 
and commission new power 
generation plants at some se-
lected sites. The government is 
also encouraging the use of re-
newable energy sources, par-
ticularly solar power and 
biodiesel.

The current average growth 
of about 7 percent of our econo-
my is a clear sign that Malawi is 
an ideal place for individuals as 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP) grows. It also provides a 
potential market for different 
products and this presents an 
opportunity for investment that 
will present good profits. Mala-

wi boasts a large number of 
skilled and abundant labor, a 
conflict-free country, a good cli-
mate, investor-retaining poli-
cies, tax holidays and many 
more incentives to smooth the 
setting up of business. Malawi 
also has easy access to world 
gateway points from Africa.

More opportunities are also 
available to invest in various 
sectors. The “green belt” initia-
tive, which plans to irrigate vast 
amounts of land to create farms 
and encourage year-round pro-
duction of different crops for 
export and domestic consump-
tion, is a good example. In min-
ing, some exploration has been 
done and many minerals have 
been discovered, including rare 
earths, uranium, niobium, gold, 
iron and coal, among many oth-
er precious stones. Opportuni-
ties are also there to invest in 
transportation, energy, tourism, 
education and health. For fur-
ther information regarding op-
portunities in Malawi, you can 
contact the Malawi Embassy in 
Tokyo.

Malawi is proud to be com-
monly known as the Warm 

Heart of Africa and remains 
one of the most beautiful des-
tinations in Africa. Tourist at-
tractions include the majestic 
scenery; crystal-clear freshwa-
ter lake and golden beaches of 
Lake Malawi; Mount Mulanje; 
historical sites; national parks; 

game reserves; rivers and for-
ests. Malawi and its people, 
including their culture of 
humbleness and ever-smiling 
lifestyle, will leave one with a 
lasting impression for life and 
with a wish to visit again nu-
merous times.

Last but not least, I wish to 
thank Toyota Tsusho Corp., 
Japan Tobacco Inc. and the 
Dai Nippon Construction Co. 
for supporting our anniversa-
ry message in The Japan 
Times. We will cherish you all 
forever.

Warm Heart of Africa welcomes 
investment in various sectors

Breathtaking: Located in southern Malawi, the massive Mount 
Mulanje takes up an area approximately 22 km by 26 km, with a 
maximum elevation of around 3,000 meters at its highest point, 
Sapitwa Peak. EMBASSY OF MALAWI

Vast: Lake Malawi is the southernmost lake in the Great Rift Valley system of East Africa, the third largest in Africa and the eighth 
largest in the world. Many species of fish inhabit the lake, providing nearby residents with a major food source. EMBASSY OF MALAWI

H.E. President of Malawi 
Bingu wa Mutharika

Caracas
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President Hugo Chavez’s sur-
prise return from Cuba after 
cancer treatment was a classic 
maneuver for a president who 
excels at showmanship. It’s also 
likely to give him a political 
boost as supporters rally around 
their ailing leader.

The 56-year-old president 
projected a strong, vibrant im-
age as he stepped off a plane 
early Monday. Smiling, he 
hugged Vice President Elias 
Jaua, broke into song and later 
raised a fist in triumph.

“It’s the beginning of my re-
turn!” he declared.

That afternoon, he rallied 
thousands of supporters from a 
balcony of the presidential pal-
ace, telling them, “We will also 
win this battle for life.”

Wearing fatigues and the red 
beret of his army days, Chavez 
revealed that he had been in 

intensive care in Cuba and held 
up a crucifix. “Christ is with us,” 
he said.

The crowd chanted: “Oh, no! 
Chavez won’t go!”

Despite the confident im-
age, doubts about his future re-
emerged as he suggested later 
in the day that he still isn’t ready 
for a full comeback.

He told state television by 
telephone that he did not expect 
to attend celebrations Tuesday 
marking the 200th anniversary 
of Venezuela’s independence 
from Spain. Normally, Chavez 
is front and center at the patri-
otic event.

Still, for a president who 
knows how to command atten-
tion, his surprise return was sig-
nature Chavez and sent a pow-
erful message that he remains in 
control. During nearly a month 
in Cuba, uncertainty swirled in 
Venezuela, both about how sick 
he is and what will happen if 
cancer forces him from power.

The long-term political im-
pacts of fighting cancer for a 
leader who thrives on the spot-
light remain unclear. But Chavez 
will likely play up his plight 
to rally his movement as he 
looks ahead to 2012 elections, 
in which his allies say they are 
convinced he will still be their 
candidate.

Unanswered questions about 
Chavez’s health abound. He 
has said he underwent surgery 
to remove a cancerous tumor, 
and his foreign minister said 
it was extracted from the same 
part of the “pelvic region” where 
Chavez had an abscess removed 
in Cuba on June 11. 

Chavez has not said what 
type of cancer is involved nor 
whether he is receiving chemo-
therapy, radiation or another 
treatment.

Based on Chavez’s account, 
medical experts said it’s most 
likely he has colorectal cancer, 
but Chavez has not confirmed 
that.

Many Chavez supporters 
were thrilled just to have him 
back Monday, and hundreds 
celebrated in the Plaza Bolivar 

in downtown Caracas, holding 
pictures of the president and 
chanting “Viva Chavez!” and 
“He’s back!”

Elsa Gonzalez, a 61-year-old 
building maintenance worker, 
said she stopped cooking break-
fast when she saw Chavez on TV 
at the Caracas airport.

“I shouted with excitement,” 
she said, teary-eyed as she 
joined the revelers in the plaza. 
“God is going to lay his hands 
on his body and is going to heal 
him completely.”

Jaua denied that Chavez’s so-
cialist-inspired Bolivarian Revo-
lution movement is threatened 

and said Chavez was back in the 
presidential palace. 

He was scheduled to address 
supporters from the balcony 
later in the day.

“He doesn’t need to go to the 
hospital at this time,” Jaua said.

Chavez’s opponents have 
criticized the lack of details 
about his illness.

Leading opposition lawmaker 
Alfonso Marquina said Chavez’s 
return puts an end to the “ir-
regular situation” of having a 
president governing from Cuba, 
but he said much has yet to be 
explained.

“We don’t know exactly what 
the president’s illness is, what 
treatment he needs and what 
consequences this treatment 
will bring,” Marquina said in a 
telephone interview. 

“What we demand is greater 
responsibility, no only on the 
president’s part but by all of 
those high in the government to 
inform the Venezuelan people 
properly about the president’s 
real situation,” he said.

Chavez has been dominant in 
Venezuela during more than 12 
years in office, and his absence 

created a void that he clearly 
wanted to fill.

Ever the political survivor, 
Chavez’s many returns have 
historically helped him energize 
his base. 

Nearly a decade ago, Chavez 
bounced back in triumph after 
a 2002 coup briefly ousted him. 
A decade earlier, when he led 
his own failed coup in 1992, he 
said his objectives had not been 
reached “for now” — a hint of 
the come-from-behind presi-
dential bid that would sweep 
him to power.

Jaua, Foreign Minister Nicolas 
Maduro and other confidants 
have stepped up their appear-
ances in Chavez’s absence, in-
sisting they remained unified.

Chavez’s elder brother, Adan, 
has also taken on a higher pro-
file, at one point threatening 
armed struggle to continue the 
president’s socialist revolution.

With his return, Chavez has 
the potential to fill that gap, 
but political observers will be 
watching closely to see how 
often he appears in public, 
whether he has the stamina to 
keep up a full schedule, and 

whether he might be quietly 
making plans to throw his sup-
port behind any of his allies and 
potential heirs.

Adam Isacson, an analyst at 
the think tank the Washington 
Office on Latin America, said 
Chavez should enjoy a boost for 
now.

“Hugo Chavez’s illness will 
generate a lot of sympathy for 
him,” Isacson said, adding that 
it’s similar to what Argentine 
President Cristina Fernandez 
enjoyed in her poll ratings after 
her husband’s death.

“It is already moving Ven-
ezuela’s political debate away 
from themes that don’t work 
to the president’s advantage, 
like crime, power shortages, the 
economy and concentration of 
power in the presidency,” Isac-
son said. 

“On the other hand, it also 
moves the debate in directions 
that Chavez would not want to 
see it go,” he said. “For the first 
time in years, Venezuelans are 
thinking about what a post-
Chavez era might look like. This 
raises concerns about the lack 
of an heir apparent.”

Future uncertain for Chavez despite strong comeback
Venezuelans ponder life without 
charismatic socialist firebrand

Together again: Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez embraces 
daughters Maria (left) and Rosa at the presidential palace in 
Caracas on Monday. AFP-JIJI
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