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Egypt national day

Masahiko Komura
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-EGYPT 
PARLIAMENTARIANS FRIENDSHIP 
LEAGUE

As the chairman of the Japan-
Egypt Parliamentarians Friend-
ship League, I would like to ex-
tend my heart-
felt congratula-
tions to H.E. 
Field Marshal 
Mohamed Hus-
sein Tantawi, 
leader of the Su-
preme Council 
of the Armed 
Forces, the government and the 
people of Egypt on the occasion 
of the National Day of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt.

Egypt has been going 
through big political changes 
since the beginning of this year 
after the Jan. 25 revolution. 
These changes have made a 
huge impact upon the Arab 
world and became the forefront 
of what is known as the Arab 
Spring. Egypt is now undertak-
ing the various reform process-
es, and Japan together with in-
ternational societies would like 
to support its effort.

This year, Japan was hit by an 
unprecedented disaster. The 
Egyptian government and peo-
ple extended to us heartfelt con-
dolences and messages of en-
couragement. Taking this oppor-

tunity, I would like to express my 
sincere thanks to the govern-
ment and people of Egypt.

Egypt has played significant 
roles in realizing peace and sta-
bility in the Middle East and 
Africa with strong leadership, 
and has been a long-lasting and 
important friend as well as a 
significant partner of Japan. I 
am confident that Egypt will 
maintain these peace-loving 
characteristics and play an even 
more important role after the 
revolution.

One of the significant devel-
opments in the bilateral rela-
tion these days is the Egypt-Ja-
pan University of Science and 
Technology (E-JUST), which of-
ficially opened in June last year 
to meet the need for human re-
source development in Egypt 
and Arab and African states. I 
am happy to see that more 
than 40 students are now 
studying in the six faculties, in-
cluding computer science and 
engineering, under the curric-
ulum of the Japanese system 
and that the faculty of chemical 
and petrochemicals engineer-
ing will open soon. I am con-
vinced that E-JUST seeks not 
only to teach Japanese science 
and technology but also to pro-
vide its students with the op-
portunities to learn core spirits 
of Japanese industrial culture, 
such as discipline and team-
work, through its rich pro-
grams. I sincerely hope that E-
JUST will contribute to capacity 
building and the development 
of exchanges between Japanese 
people and the people in the 

region in the fields of science 
and technology.

Regarding our economic rela-
tions, the second Japan-Arab 
Economic Forum, which aimed 
to strengthen mutual economic 
relations between Japan and 
Arab countries through coop-
eration in a wide range of fields, 
such as trade, investment, en-
ergy, technology and human 
resource development, was held 
in Tunisia last December. 
Around 1,100 governmental of-
ficials and businessmen of both 
Japan and Arab countries, in-
cluding Egypt, attended this fo-
rum. At the forum, Japan and 
the League of Arab States also 
agreed to deepen cultural ex-
change and cooperation. I hope 
for the further development of 
the multi-layered relations be-
tween Japan and Egypt through 
such a forum.

I would like to express my 
deepest appreciation for the 
tireless efforts made by H.E. 
Ambassador Walid Mahmoud 
Abdelnasser, who is about to 
leave Japan after the successful 
completion of his term, for his 
contribution to our bilateral 
good relationship and hope that 
the ambassador will continue to 
be a good friend of Japan for 
ever and ever. We, the Japan-
Egypt Parliamentarians Friend-
ship League, are determined to 
make our utmost efforts to fur-
ther enhance this excellent bi-
lateral relation.

Last but not least, I would like 
to express my best wishes to the 
people of Egypt for every suc-
cess and prosperity.

Egypt remains important friend, 
significant partner for Japan

Yuriko Koike
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES

On this Na-
tional Day, I 
am all with 
the people of 
Egypt to cele-
brate the 59th 
anniversar y 
of Revolution 
Day.

The democratic movement 
that started Jan. 25, which was 
initiated by the young minds 
in Egypt, has given the world 
a sense of great potentials to-
ward the new Egypt. 

Back in the 1970s, I majored 
in sociology at Cairo Univer-
sity. I took a class called Infi-
gar Assukkan, The Explosion 
of Population. This class made 
me aware how different a 
country’s national agenda is 
from the one that another 
country is working on. At that 
time, Japan was, and still is, 
facing issues of a declining 
population and an aging soci-
ety. Of course, there are prob-
lems that are common in 
many countries, such as an 
increasing population, exces-
sive urbanization or an in-
creasing unemployment rate 
and social divide due to the 
changes in the industrial 
structure.

Last year, the Egypt-Japan 

University of Science and 
Technology (E-JUST) was 
founded, which was spon-
sored by the Japanese govern-
ment. Egypt has an abun-
dance of talented youth and 
the purpose of this university 
is to provide them with higher 
education in science and tech-
nology, the area that had con-
tributed to the economic 
growth of Japan over the de-
cades.

It is a proven fact that edu-
cation is a key factor for the 
development of a country. I 
am certain that E-JUST will 
serve to bring hope to the 
youth as well as growth to the 
society, while contributing as 
another symbol of long-
standing friendship between 
Japan and Egypt.

The wave of the Arab 
Spring is seen as a path for 
the creation of new orders. I 
believe that wise Egyptian 
people will go through it and 
establish new political gov-
ernmental systems that fit to 
the society and do so in an 
appropriate way.

Last but not least, the great 
support by Egypt for the vic-
tims of the devastating earth-
quake and tsunami that hit 
the Tohoku area of Japan on 
March 11 was greatly appreci-
ated. I am sure the “kizuna” 
(bond) that ties Egypt and Ja-
pan strongly will last forever.

New political system likely will fit 
Egyptian society appropriately

Walid Mahmoud Abdelnasser
AMBASSADOR OF THE ARAB 
REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

July 23 marks the National Day 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt. It 
offers Egyptians the opportunity 
to reflect on past 
developments 
and look for-
ward to a 
brighter future, 
and allows us to 
express satisfac-
tion at the state 
of Egyptian-Jap-
anese relations and continue 
joint action to further consoli-
date our partnership.

This year, the National Day of 
Egypt is exceptionally special. 
It’s the first one after Jan. 25, 
2011, when a peaceful and civi-
lized revolution — a revolution 
that is inspiring people all over 
the world to strive for the quest 
of living in freedom, dignity and 
justice — set the pace for a fully 
democratic Egypt, one that lives 
up to the aspirations of its people 
and engages more effectively 
with its friends and allies in the 
regional and global forums.

On this occasion and on be-
half of the government of Egypt, 
I would like to convey our deep-
est respect to Their Imperial 
Majesties the Emperor Akihito 
and the Empress Michiko, and to 
H.E. Prime Minister Naoto Kan. 
I would also like to express grati-
tude to the government and 

people of Japan for the sincere 
friendship they have consistently 
accorded Egypt.

This year was also special in a 
different sense in Japan. I would 
like to seize this opportunity to 
express once again the condo-
lences, solidarity and support of 
the Egyptian government and 
people to the Japanese govern-
ment and people for the human 
and physical losses, in particular 
those in the areas devastated by 
the earthquake and tsunami of 
March 11, and the subsequent 
nuclear incident in Fukushima. 
Japan has started the recovery 
process. We are confident that 
this recovery will be speedy and 
the negative aspects of the disas-
ters would be turned around into 
re-inventing the Tohoku region 
to be a model for the world in 
creating a community able to de-
fend itself and cope effectively 
with disasters.

On this occasion, I also would 
like to give special tribute to both 
the victims of the Jan. 25 revolu-
tion in Egypt and the victims of 
the Great East Japan Earthquake. 
Both will not be forgotten.

As 2011 has been Egypt Year 
in Japan, commemorating the 
150th anniversary of the first en-
counter between the two peoples 
of Egypt and Japan in modern 
history, I would like to highlight 
some of the developments we re-
cently have witnessed contribut-
ing to enhancing the relation-
ship between Egypt and Japan. 

The guideline for our ongoing 
cooperation has been the part-
nership launched between our 
two countries in 1999. Our long 
engagement has both demon-
strated Japan’s recognition of 
Egypt’s geopolitical importance 
and pivotal regional and global 
role, and reflected Tokyo’s com-
mitment to strengthening the 
strategic partnership with Egypt 
in the Arab world and Africa. As 
Egypt has assumed the Presi-
dency of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment starting July 2009, Egyp-
tian-Japanese cooperation will 
have even more positive ramifi-
cations for world affairs. 

Egypt and Japan are cooper-
ating on projects that will leave 
an enduring imprint on our bi-
lateral relationship. Ongoing 
projects include The Grand 
Egyptian Museum, which upon 
its completion will be the largest 
open museum in the world, dis-
playing more than 1 million 
pieces of antiquities. Both coun-
tries also already agreed in Feb-
ruary 2010 to establish the larg-
est wind farm in the region to 
generate energy in the Gulf of 
Alzait area, close to the Gulf of 
Suez. The Egypt-Japan Univer-
sity of Science and Technology 
(E-JUST), also open to Arab and 
African students, was inaugu-
rated in June 2010. On the same 
day, a bilateral scientific and 
technological cooperation 
agreement was signed. Egypt is 
already looking forward to its 

partnership with Japan in 
launching line No. 4 of the Cairo 
Metro subway lines in the days 
to come.

This year witnessed a relative 
decline in Japanese tourism flow 
to Egypt due to the travel advi-
sory declared by the Japanese 
government regarding travel to 
Egypt after the Jan. 25 revolu-
tion. However, we are deter-
mined to work with our Japanese 
friends to reverse this trend. A 
few weeks ago, the Japanese gov-
ernment was convinced of our 
argument that the situation in 
Egypt is getting back to normal 
and lowered the grade of the 
travel advisory for Egypt. We 
hope that this move will bring 
more Japanese tourists to Egypt 
in the future and we also hope 
that the lowering of the grade of 
the travel advisory will cover all 
parts of Egypt. 

As this year has been Egypt’s 
Year in Japan, it was marked by 
mutual support, the most recent 
being Egypt’s support to Japan in 
dealing with the earthquake, tsu-
nami and nuclear crisis. I was 
honored to have had the chance 
to visit the devastated areas 
twice, to offer support and soli-
darity to the victims. Also, the 
government of Egypt appreciates 
the support and confidence of 
the Japanese government follow-
ing the Jan. 25 revolution. We ap-
preciate the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) send-
ing two Japanese experts to 
Egypt to assist in preparing for 
the upcoming elections and in 
the preparation of the next Egyp-
tian five-year socioeconomic de-
velopment plan. We equally sin-
cerely appreciate the declaration 

of the Japanese government that 
it will continue cooperating with 
Egypt in meeting its new and 
arising needs in order to intro-
duce an upward and qualitative 
transformation in our partner-
ship.

Egypt and Japan are equally 
partners in trilateral cooperation 
projects in African and Arab 
countries. The above-mentioned 
E-JUST and the CARD initiative 
to double rice production in Af-
rica are only two examples. 
There are promising prospects 
for further expanding this coop-
eration.

Moreover, Egypt and Japan 
coordinate on multilateral af-
fairs. Bilateral consultations re-
garding both disarmament and 
United Nations issues are hap-
pening regularly. Earlier this 
month, a new bilateral mecha-
nism for consultation on human 
rights issues was introduced. I 
was honored to participate in the 
eighth round of the Inter-Civili-
zational Dialogue between Japan 
and the Islamic World in Tokyo 
in February 2010, a forum that I 
was also honored to participate 
in during its first round in 2002. 
Strategic dialogue at the level of 
deputy ministers was held earlier 
this month in Cairo.

The above-mentioned accom-
plishments represent new mile-
stones in a long history of Egyp-
tian-Japanese interaction that 
began 150 years ago and has 
been sustained by dedicated ef-
forts on both sides. We have nur-
tured what we consider to be a 
unique relationship and we be-
lieve that the prospects that we 
both are interested in exploring 
are unlimited. 

Cooperation helps nations move ahead

Solidarity: Accompanied by Democratic Party of Japan Diet members Yumiko Himei (in white 
T-shirt, above right) and Harunobu Yonenaga (in white T-shirt, above left), Ambassador Walid 
Mahmoud Abdelnasser (in white T-shirt, above and below center) visits the Haruyama refugee 
shelter in Tamura City, Fukushima Prefecture, on June 4. EMBASSY OF EGYPT

Close ties: Ambassador Walid Mahmoud Abdelnasser and his wife, Dahlia (right), welcome 
Sadako Ogata, president of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), to the 
ambassador’s residence in Tokyo for a National Day reception. EMBASSY OF EGYPT
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