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Ukraine independence day

Mykola Kulinich
AMBASSADOR OF UKRAINE

On Aug. 24, Ukraine celebrates 
a remarkable anniversary — the 
20th anniversary of its indepen-
dence. Twenty 
years ago, 
Ukraine started 
a new phase in 
its history, de-
claring the ba-
sic principles of 
political, eco-
nomic and so-
cial development. It opened a 
new chapter in the national his-
torical chronicle, an epoch of 
development of independent 
Ukraine.

Two decades ago, 150 coun-
tries recognized Ukraine as an 
independent state. Late in the 
last century, Ukraine was more 
often referred to as a former So-
viet republic; in the early 21st 
century, it became evident that 
it is a new, free and democratic 
country.

Ukraine began a new life, hav-
ing a strong potential inherited 
from the disintegrated Soviet 
Union, a feature that favorably 

distinguished it from other coun-
tries of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States. The transi-
tion to a market economy proved 
very difficult for the nation. Yet 
the country has been showing 
economic growth for many years 
running. Now, the young country 
is confidently integrating into the 
global economy. 

Now, thanks to the political 
stability established in the coun-
try, it has an investment climate 
favorable as never before. This 
means an opportunity to mod-
ernize the economy, introduce 
the latest technologies, build 
new factories and create jobs. In 
addition, Ukraine continues its 
path of reforms. The country is 
developing, taking into account 
the European experience and 
improving the standards of liv-
ing for its citizens. 

The legislative base is under-
going intensive modernization. 
Major areas of life are under re-
form: the country is implement-
ing insurance-based medicine 
and pension insurance, struc-
turing the labor market and in-
troducing a contract-based 
army. The new tax code formu-

lates measures simplifying the 
relations between the govern-
ment and business. One of the 
main assets of Ukraine is its fer-
tile land. Ukrainians pin great 
hopes on a full-fledged land 
market, expected to be created 
in the near future.

A priority of Ukraine’s do-
mestic policy is to establish an 
equal dialogue between society 
and the establishment. New in-
stitutes of civil society are ap-
pearing in the country, through 
which Ukrainians can influence 
important decisions. The Con-
stitution of Ukraine guarantees 
the citizens the freedom to 
unite into political parties and 
nongovernmental organiza-
tions. There are more than 3,000 
NGOs registered in the country.

Ukraine is home to people of 
more than 130 ethnicities with 
different cultural and religious 
backgrounds living together in 
harmony. The state ensures the 
development and use of Ukrai-
nian as the official language in 
all areas of life, at the same time 
guaranteeing the free develop-
ment of the languages of ethnic 
minorities in accordance with 

the European Charter for Re-
gional or Minority Languages.

Ukraine’s achievements of the 
past decade are reflected, for ex-
ample, in the country’s member-
ship in the World Trade Organi-
zation and the chance it has been 
given to join Poland as a host of 
the UEFA European Football 
Championship in 2012. These 
important events serve as an ad-
ditional stimulus for the country 
toward transformation and mod-
ernization. As a result, new hotels 
are being built, airports and 
roads improved, and the infra-
structure is becoming better. 
Ukraine plans to submit its bid to 
take part in the contest to host 
the 2022 Winter Olympics. 

Foreign policy
The impressive scale of Ukraine, 
one of Europe’s largest countries 
in terms of territory and popula-
tion, does not allow it to be lost 
on a geographic map, while its 
active position in the interna-
tional arena ensures its place on 
the political map as well. 
Ukraine pursues a balanced 
and consistent foreign policy. 
The country is open for coop-
eration with all interested coun-
tries and organizations. 

In its foreign policy, our 
country sticks to the policy of 
European integration. Opinion 
polls show that most Ukrainians 
want ties to be as close with Eu-
rope as possible, up to full EU 
membership. We regard the Eu-
ropean Union as the most ac-
ceptable social model and as 
our common home in the fu-
ture. The times of empty talk 
regarding our “European 
choice” have passed. Ukraine 
has already been presented with 
a plan of action leading to a vi-
sa-free regime with the EU. 
Many efforts have been made to 
sign the EU-Ukraine Associa-
tion Agreement, including plans 
to create a free-trade zone.

The chairmanship of the Or-
ganization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) in 
2013 is yet another opportunity 

for the country to express itself 
on the international stage and 
demonstrate its commitment to 
its European integration plans. 
In addition, Kiev is looking to-
ward U.N. Security Council 
membership in 2016–2017.

Ukraine today is a non-
aligned country with no mem-
bership in any military-political 
association. The nonaligned sta-
tus of our country was legisla-
tively secured in 2010 in the law 
on internal and external policy 
basics. However, the country 
takes part in efforts to develop a 
European system of collective 
security and continues intensive 
dialogue with NATO. The issue 
of the country’s entry into this 
alliance is no longer on the im-
mediate agenda, but this fact is 
not an obstacle for joint military 
exercises and our participation 
in peacekeeping missions of 
NATO.

Ukraine is not only moving in 
the Western direction. The 
country has been strengthening 
its open and neighborly rela-
tions with the Russian Federa-
tion. For Ukraine, Russia is the 
largest trade partner and a huge 
market. In addition, many 
Ukrainians have family and 
friendly relations with the Rus-
sian people. In this connection, 
it should be noted that Europe-
ans are actually interested in 
stable partnership between the 
two countries. Ukraine remains 
the major transit country for 
Russian natural gas transported 
to Europe, and it is very impor-
tant for Kiev to make sure that 
Europeans regard it as a reliable 
and predictable partner. 

In its foreign policy, Ukraine 
pays special attention to its rela-
tions with the United States. 
Our country counts on coopera-
tion with the U.S. in bilateral is-
sues, such as the needed sup-
port for reforms, and global 
ones, such as the fight against 
terrorism, drug trafficking and 
other crimes. Washington is in-
terested in cooperation with 
Kiev in the energy field, specifi-

cally, in developing the Black 
Sea shelf and shale gas deposits. 
In addition, the U.S., together 
with the EU, supports Ukraine 
in its efforts to modernize its en-
ergy sector and develop energy-
saving technologies.

In the bilateral sphere, 
Ukraine is building strategic 
partnerships with key foreign 
partners on principles of equality 
and pragmatism, developing a 
network of long-term cooperation 
with the states that will become 
new centers of global political 
and economic development.

Relations with Japan
At the current stage, Ukrainian-
Japanese relations continue to 
develop intensively in the light 
of successful results of the offi-
cial visit of H.E. Viktor Yanu-
kovych, the president of 
Ukraine, to Japan from Jan. 18-
21. This visit made new, quality 
accents in the further coopera-
tion between Ukraine and Ja-
pan aimed at implementing the 
next mutually beneficial initia-
tives and joint projects. New 
prerequisites for intensification 
and expansion of bilateral rela-
tions were outlined in the final 
document, the Joint Statement 

on Ukraine-Japan Global Part-
nership, which has become the 
founding document for bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation for 
the forthcoming years. 

The results of the visit of the 
Ukrainian head of state con-
firmed the readiness of both 
countries to maintain and 
strengthen political dialogue, 
intensify economic cooperation 
by implementing a number of 
promising and mutually benefi-
cial projects, optimize the legal 
basis and enhance the whole 
spectrum of scientific and tech-
nological, cultural and humani-
tarian activities.

Today, in the terms of further 
expansion of investment coop-
eration between Ukraine and 
Japan in the field of energy sav-
ing and agriculture, all precon-
ditions for concluding the bilat-
eral investment treaty has 
formed. In this regard, agree-
ment reached by leaders of both 
countries to launch negotiations 
on this issue became a signifi-
cant achievement of the visit of 
President Yanukovych to Japan. 
Undoubtedly, the signing of this 
treaty will stimulate the flow of 
Japanese investment and in-
crease the flow of Japanese cap-

ital to Ukraine. 
An important impetus for 

implementing agreements 
achieved during Ukrainian-Jap-
anese summit in January will be 
given by means of holding the 
next meetings in the framework 
of joint institutionalized mecha-
nisms of cooperation between 
the two countries, which were 
established in previous years. It 
is about the activities of the 
Joint Committee on Coopera-
tion headed by the foreign min-
isters of the two countries, joint 
meetings between the Coordi-
nating Council for Economic 
Cooperation with Japan at the 
Ministry of Economic Develop-
ment and Trade of Ukraine, and 
the Committee on Business Co-
operation with Ukraine of the 
Keidanren (Japan Business Fed-
eration) and the Ukrainian-Jap-
anese Commission on coopera-
tion in science and technology.

Touching upon the recent 
trends in Ukrainian-Japanese 
relations, we cannot but speak 
about the dramatic events that 
occurred in Japan in March as a 
result of the powerful earth-
quake, the devastating tsunami 
and the accident at the nuclear   

Playing an active role in the world
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Solidarity: Ukrainian Ambassador Mykola Kulinich presents items of humanitarian aid from his 
country to Kaname Tajima, vice minister of economy, trade and industry, in Fukushima City on 
Aug. 9. EMBASSY OF UKRAINE

Historical: A monument to Bohdan Khmelnytsky (c. 1595-1657), regarded as a national hero in 
Ukraine who led an uprising against the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and founded a 
Cossack state, is in the center of the capital Kiev. UKRINFORM
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power plant Fukushima No. 1. I 
would like to pay tribute to the 
firmness and courage of the 
Japanese people, who suffered 
a double blow of natural disas-
ter and the nuclear accident at 
the same time. I am sure that 
the “internal preparedness” 
and recollection of Japanese 
people to go through severe tri-
als against the consequences of 
such disasters, as well as the 
self-discipline, concentration, 
mutual assistance and lack of 
any signs of panic deeply im-
pressed all the people in the 
world who have been closely 
watching developments in Ja-
pan with great sympathy and 
moral support. Being a direct 
witness of how the Japanese 
overcame all hardships and 
difficulties, I once again be-
came convinced of the extraor-
dinary strength of spirit and 
national character, incredible 
cohesion and solidity of the 
Japanese nation. It was evi-
dently proved when the coun-
try encountered a real problem 
on a nationwide scale. In our 
opinion, these features of the 
Japanese character consider-
ably helped to reduce the num-
ber of many potential victims 
of this natural disaster. I am 
deeply convinced that the Japa-
nese people will overcome all 
the negative consequences of 
the disaster and Japan will be-
come even more powerful than 
before.

Concerning the bilateral co-
operation between Ukraine 
and Japan in those difficult first 
days and weeks after March 11, 
I would like to note that our 
country, as a real friendly part-
ner, immediately expressed its 
readiness to provide necessary 
assistance for overcoming the 
effects of these catastrophic 
events. Ukraine was one of the 
first countries in the world to 
offer humanitarian aid, techni-
cal and expert assistance to Ja-
pan. Thereby, on the March 17, 
a Ukrainian charter plane with 
humanitarian aid (2,000 blan-
kets) arrived in Japan. This aid 
was transferred to the people 
from regions that suffered from 
the earthquake and tsunami 
through Japanese NGOs. In this 
regard, I would like to express 
my sincere and deep apprecia-
tion to the International 
Friendship Exchange Council 
of Japan (FEC) and the trans-
port company Sagawa Express, 
which smoothly provided all 
necessary support for keeping 

and delivering Ukrainian hu-
manitarian aid to evacuation 
centers.

We are very pleased to point 
out that, under the extremely 
difficult domestic situation in 
Japan, a high official, the State 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs  
H.E. Chiaki Takahashi took 
part in the Kiev Summit for 
Safe and Innovative Use of Nu-
clear Energy, which was held in 
April under the framework of 
the initiative of President Yanu-
kovych. 

The second important step 
of our state within the provi-
sion of supplying humanitarian 
and technical assistance to Ja-
pan was made in early August. 
Following the instructions of 
President Yanukovych and in 
response to an official request 
from the government of Japan, 
the humanitarian cargo of the 
government of Ukraine in the 
form of individual means of ra-
diation protection, including 
personal dosimeters (1,000 
pieces), dosimeter-radiometers 
(1,000 pieces), gas masks (1,000 
pieces) with replacement filters 
arrived in Japan on Aug 4.

On Aug. 9, I visited the city of 
Fukushima to participate in an 
official ceremony handing over 
the humanitarian assistance to 
the representatives of the gov-
ernment of Japan.

Currently, we continue to 
look for other opportunities to 
provide all possible assistance 
from my country to the friendly 
Japanese people in overcoming 
the consequences of Japan’s 
large-scale national tragedy. 

Visit Ukraine
At the very end of my article, I 
would like to take this opportu-
nity to sincerely invite readers of 
The Japan Times to visit 
Ukraine. Every tourist can find 
something for himself in my 
country. For those who like 
beaches, we have the Black Sea 
and Azov Sea coastlines; for 
people who like mountains, 
there are the Crimean moun-
tain chain and the Carpathians; 
and for those who prefer nature, 
there are unique preservation 
areas.

Ukrainians are hospitable 
and kind. It is worth visiting my 
country to feel its spirit and at-
mosphere. No one will remain 
indifferent to the beauty of 
Ukraine. You can hardly find a 
tourist who has been to Ukraine 
once and did not want to come 
back to see it again.

Welcome to Ukraine!

Continuing friendly relations
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Orthodox: Created in the 11th century and repaired during the 
17th and 18th centuries, St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev is one of 
the city’s best known landmarks and was designated as a 
UNESCO World Heritage site in 1990. UKRINFORM

Man immortalized: The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial is seen Monday on the National Mall in 
Washington ahead of its dedication on Sunday. AP

Toronto
AP

Jack Layton, a folksy and charis-
matic political leader who guided 
his party to become the domi-
nant opposition group in Can-
ada’s Parliament while battling 
severe health problems, died 
Monday of cancer. He was 61.

Layton hobbled through the 
campaign earlier this year as 
he recovered from a broken 
hip and prostate cancer. Under 
his upbeat leadership the leftist 
New Democrats outpolled the 
Liberals and became the official 
opposition party for the first time 
in their 50-year history.

The New Democratic Party is-
sued a statement saying Layton 
died peacefully Monday morn-
ing at his Toronto home, sur-
rounded by family and loved 
ones. Only weeks ago, a gaunt 
Layton shocked Canadians when 
he held a news conference to an-
nounce he was fighting a second 
bout of cancer.

The spring campaign started 
out looking like a straight battle 
between Canadian Prime Min-
ister Stephen Harper and the 
Liberals’ Michael Ignatieff, with 
Layton recovering from prostate 
cancer and a broken hip.

But Layton’s party scored its 
historic win by garnering 103 
seats in the May federal election, 
up from a previous 37.

Layton’s cheerful message, 
his strong performance in the 
debates, and his popularity in 
the French-speaking province 
of Quebec went over well with 
voters. He once was voted the 
politician Canadians would most 
want to have a beer with.

He was a native of Montreal, 
and a photo of him wearing a 
Montreal Canadiens jersey and 
pouring a beer during the hock-
ey playoffs went viral in Quebec.

But Harper’s Conservative 
government won a coveted 
majority government in part 
because the left-center vote in 
Canada split between the Liber-
als and New Democrats.

Harper said he was deeply 
saddened by Layton’s death.

“When I last spoke with Jack 
following his announcement in 
July, I wished him well and he 
told me he’d be seeing me in the 
House of Commons in the fall. 
This, sadly, will no longer come to 
pass,” Harper said in a statement.

Harper later spoke to the na-
tion in a televised address from 
Parliament.

“Jack Layton will be remem-
bered for the force of his per-
sonality and dedication to pub-
lic life,” Harper said. “We have all 
lost an engaging personality and 
a man with strong principles.”

Harper, who sometimes plays 
the piano and sings, said he re-
gretted not getting a chance to 
“jam” with Layton, who played 
the guitar, piano, harmonica and 
accordion.

Canadians left flowers and 
cards at the eternal flame on Par-
liament Hill, where the flag on 
the peace tower was lowered to 
half-staff. Anne McGrath, Layton’s 
chief of staff, said the government 
will hold a state funeral for Layton 
in Toronto on Saturday.

Layton announced in Febru-
ary 2010 that he had been bat-
tling prostate cancer but he con-
tinued a crowded schedule while 
getting treatment.

He lost a considerable amount 
of weight and his voice was very 
weak when he said last month 
that his battle with prostate can-
cer was going well but that re-
cent tests showed he had a new 
form of cancer. He not did elabo-
rate on what type of cancer was 
discovered.

He was remembered Mon-
day as a regular guy who made 
friends easily.

On the quiet Toronto side 
street where Layton lived, friends 
and neighbors stopped by, some 
bearing flowers.

“He was someone you could 
have a beer with,” said Ted 
Hawkins, who laid a single red 
rose on the doorstep. “He was a 
very down-to-earth person.”

Interim Liberal Leader Bob 
Rae said the public Layton and 
the private Layton were one and 
the same — a naturally upbeat 
person that everyone liked even 
if they disagreed with his politi-
cal views.

In a touching letter written 
Saturday and released hours af-
ter his death, Layton called for a 
Canada that shares its benefits 
more fairly and asked Canadians 
to give his party a chance in the 
years to come.

He also urged cancer patients 
not to lose hope as treatments 
and therapies have never been 
better. “You have every reason 
to be optimistic, determined, 
and focused on the future,” he 
wrote.

His advice to the nation re-
flected the philosophy that gov-
erned his life.

“My friends, love is better than 
anger. Hope is better than fear. 
Optimism is better than despair. 
So let us be loving, hopeful and 
optimistic. And we’ll change the 
world,” he wrote.

As for young Canadians, he 
said, “I believe in you.”

Layton came from a political 
family. He was the son of a for-
mer federal Progressive Conser-

vative Cabinet minister and the 
grandson of a prominent provin-
cial politician in Quebec. He had 
said that although his father was 
a conservative, he truly cared 
about those less well off.

Layton was a career politician, 
a former longtime city councilor 
known to work tirelessly on be-
half of the poor and homeless. 
He was also an early advocate 
for HIV and AIDS patients. He 
ran for mayor in Toronto and lost 
in 1991 after being criticized for 
living in subsidized housing and 
for opposing Toronto’s ultimately 
failed bid for the 1996 Summer 
Olympics.

 McGrath, his chief of staff, 
said Layton had an easy rapport 
with the common citizen.

“You could not walk a block 
with that guy and get anywhere 
on time because everyone want-
ed to talk to him,” McGrath said. 
“I remember people coming up 
to him and telling him deeply 
personal stories, in an elevator 

or in a coffee shop lineup or a 
restaurant. People felt that they 
could talk to him.”

Stephen Lewis, the former 
U.N. special envoy trying to help 
combat AIDS in Africa, said Lay-
ton often lobbied him to run for 
the New Democrats, but told 
him after a speech that he was 
doing the right thing by continu-
ing in his role as U.N. envoy.

“It set aside all my anxieties 
about whether I was doing the 
right thing in life,” Lewis said. “It 
was reassuring and I think he did 
that for people all the time. He 
reassured them and gave them 
a sense of their strength about 
what they were doing.”

Layton’s wife, Olivia Chow, is 
a former Toronto city councilor 
and now the New Democrat Par-
liament member for a downtown 
Toronto district.

He has two children, Sarah 
and Mike, from a previous mar-
riage. Mike Layton is now a To-
ronto city councilor.

Canada’s Layton loses battle with cancer
NDP topped 
Liberals, made 
history under 
popular leader

Queretaro Mexico
THE WASHINGTON POST

Of all the strange circumstances 
surrounding the violent abduc-
tion last year of Diego Fernandez 
de Cevallos, the Mexican power 
broker and former presidential 
candidate known here as “Boss 
Diego,” perhaps nothing was 
weirder than the mysterious 
tracking chip that the kidnappers 
allegedly cut from his body.

Lurid Mexican media ac-
counts reported that an armed 
gang invaded Fernandez’s home, 
sliced open his arm with scissors 
and extracted a satellite-enabled 
tracking device, leaving the chip 
and a streak of blood behind.

Fernandez was freed seven 
months later with little explana-
tion, but the gruesome details of 
his crude surgery have not dis-
suaded thousands of Mexicans 
from seeking out similar satellite 
and radio-frequency tracking 
products — including scientifi-
cally dubious chip implants — as 
abductions in the country soar.

According to a recent Mexican 
congressional report, kidnappings 
have jumped 317 percent in the 
past five years. More alarming, 
perhaps, is the finding that po-
lice officers or soldiers were in-
volved in more than one-fifth of 
the crimes, contributing to wide-
spread perceptions that authorities 
can’t be trusted to solve the crimes 
or recover missing loved ones.

Devices such as the one al-
legedly carved out of Boss Diego 
are selling here for thousands of 
dollars on the promise that they 
can help rescuers track down 
kidnapping victims. Xega, the 
Mexican firm that sells the chips 
and performs the implants, says 

its sales have increased 40 per-
cent in the past two years.

“Unfortunately, it’s been good 
for business but bad for the 
country,” said Xega executive Di-
ego Kuri, referring to the kidnap-
pings. “Thirty percent of our cli-
ents arrive after someone in their 
family has already experienced a 
kidnapping,” added Kuri, inter-
viewed at the company’s heav-
ily fortified offices, opposite a tire 
shop in this industrial city 200 km 
north of Mexico City.

Xega calls it the VIP package. 

For $2,000 up front and annual 
fees of $2,000, the company pro-
vides clients with a subdermal 
radio-frequency identification 
chip (RFID), essentially a small 
antenna in a tiny glass tube. The 
chip, inserted into the fatty tissue 
of the arm between the shoulder 
and elbow, is less than half an 
inch long and about as wide as a 
strand of boiled spaghetti.

The chip relays a signal to a 
Global Positioning System unit 
the size of a cellphone, Kuri said, 
but if the owner is stripped of the 
GPS device in the event of an ab-
duction, Xega can still track down 
its clients by sending radio signals 
to the implant. The company says 

it has helped rescue 178 clients in 
the past decade.

In recent years, all manner 
of Mexican media reports have 
featured the chips, with some es-
timating that as many as 10,000 
people are walking around with 
the implants. 

That’s pure science fiction — a 
sham — say RIFD researchers and 
engineers in the United States. 
Any device that could communi-
cate with satellites or even the lo-
cal cellular network would need a 
battery and sizable antenna, like a 
cellphone, they say.

“It’s nonsense,” said Mark 
Corner, an RFID researcher and 
computer science professor at the 
University of Massachusetts.

 “There’s no way in the world 
something that size can commu-
nicate with a satellite,” said Justin 
Patton, managing director of the 
University of Arkansas RFID Re-
search Center. “I have expensive 
systems with batteries on board, 
and even they can’t be read from 
a distance greater than a couple 
hundred meters, with no interfer-
ence in the way.” Water is a ma-
jor barrier for radio frequency, he 
added, and because the human 
body is mostly made up of water, 
it would dull the signal, as would 
metal, concrete and other solid 
materials.

Xega executives declined to 
respond to questions about the 
technical specifications of their 
products, citing security pro-
tocols. When pressed, Kuri ac-
knowledged that a Xega implant 
would be essentially useless un-
less the client carried the GPS-en-
abled transmitter — meaning the 
chip might bring psychological 
security but little practical benefit 
for a rescue operation. 

Abductions prompt chip implants

Washington
AFP-JIJI

Civil rights icon Martin Luther 
King Jr. will get his own memo-
rial on the National Mall for 
the anniversary of his “I Have a 
Dream” speech Sunday, the only 
monument not dedicated to a 
president or war.

Over 300,000 people — Presi-
dent Barack Obama among 
them — are expected for a dedi-
cation ceremony on the National 
Mall, the huge grassy esplanade 
south of the White House sur-
rounded by monuments dedi-
cated to the country’s heroes.

It will take place 48 years to 
the day after the civil rights lead-
er gave his famous speech call-
ing for racial equality and an end 
to discrimination. He was assas-

sinated nearly five years later, on 
April 4, 1968.

The Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial is “the first on the Na-
tional Mall to celebrate a man 
of color, hope and peace,” said 
Harry Johnson, president of the 
foundation that undertook the 
project, now 15 years in the run-
ning. The monument is set to 
open to the public on Monday.

Obama is due to deliver a 
speech for Sunday’s event, be-
fore attendees including the King 
family, former Defense Secretary 
Colin Powell and other politi-
cians, filmmaker George Lucas 
and singers Aretha Franklin and 
Stevie Wonder.

Dedicated to the 1964 Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate and his 
message of democracy, hope, 
justice and love, the memo-

rial stretches across a vast open 
space of 1.5 hectares dotted with 
cherry trees donated by Japan.

 Located halfway between the 
Lincoln and Jefferson memorials, 
and near the Roosevelt Memo-
rial, it has a “powerful” location 
that “creates a visual line of lead-
ership,” Johnson said.

The space has the shape of an 
arch bordering the Tidal Basin 
reservoir between the Potomac 
River and the Washington Chan-
nel. Embellished by several foun-
tains, it closes with a 140-meter 
Inscription Wall featuring King’s 
most notable words.

A massive, nearly nine-meter-
high “Stone of Hope” statue in 
the likeness of King, carved out 
of white granite, shows him gaz-
ing sternly out onto the horizon, 
arms folded. 

Martin Luther King Jr. gets National Mall memorial

Loyal opposition: New Democratic Party leader Jack Layton speaks to supporters at NDP 
headquarters in Toronto in May. Layton died Monday after a battle with cancer. AP

Ottawa AFP-JIJI
Canadian opposition leader Jack Layton, who died overnight 
Sunday of cancer, called on Canadians in a posthumous letter 
to fight on to build a “better, fairer, more equal country.” Here 
are the main extracts from the letter:

“Dear friends,
“Tens of thousands of Canadians have written to me in 

recent weeks to wish me well. I want to thank each and every 
one of you for your thoughtful, inspiring and often beautiful 
notes, cards and gifts. Your spirit and love have lit up my home, 
my spirit, and my determination. 

 “To other Canadians who are on journeys to defeat cancer 
and to live their lives, I say this: Please don’t be discouraged 
that my own journey hasn’t gone as well as I had hoped. You 
must not lose your own hope . . .

 “To young Canadians: All my life I have worked to make 
things better. Hope and optimism have defined my political 
career, and I continue to be hopeful and optimistic about 
Canada.

“As my time in political life draws to a close I want to share 
with you my belief in your power to change this country and 
this world. There are great challenges before you, from the 
overwhelming nature of climate change to the unfairness of an 
economy that excludes so many from our collective wealth, and 
the changes necessary to build a more inclusive and generous 
Canada. I believe in you. Your energy, your vision, your passion 
for justice are exactly what this country needs today. You need 
to be at the heart of our economy, our political life, and our 
plans for the present and the future.

“And finally, to all Canadians: Canada is a great country, one 
of the hopes of the world. We can be a better one — a country 
of greater equality, justice, and opportunity. We can build a 
prosperous economy and a society that shares its benefits 
more fairly. We can look after our seniors. We can offer better 
futures for our children. We can do our part to save the world’s 
environment. We can restore our good name in the world. 

“In the months and years to come, New Democrats will 
put a compelling new alternative to you. My colleagues in our 
party are an impressive, committed team. Give them a careful 
hearing; consider the alternatives; and consider that we can be 
a better, fairer, more equal country by working together. Don’t 
let them tell you it can’t be done.

“My friends, love is better than anger. Hope is better than 
fear. Optimism is better than despair. So let us be loving, 
hopeful and optimistic. And we’ll change the world.”

Fight for ‘better, more equal’ nation

Under-the-skin devices 
such as the one 
allegedly carved out of 
‘Boss Diego’ are selling 
here for thousands of 
dollars on the promise 
that they can help 
rescuers track down 
kidnapping victims.
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