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Botswana independence day

Pulaentle Tumediso Kenosi
Ambassador of Botswana

On this significant day, Sept. 30, 
the Republic of Botswana marks 
the 45th anniversary of inde-
pendence from 
Britain in 1966. 
I wish to express 
my most sin-
cere greetings to 
Their I mperial 
Majesties E m-
peror A kihito 
and E mpress 
Michiko and to the government 
and people of Japan. 

As we celebrate this important 
day, we take stock of the cordial 
bilateral relations that exist be-
tween B otswana and Japan. We 
also remember the Great East Ja-
pan Earthquake and take solace 
in the strength, unparalleled re-
silience and dignity of the people 
of Japan during the catastrophic 
times that ensued, and once 
again express our support and 
commiserations.

Our relations with Japan, dat-
ing back to 1966, have witnessed 
growing cooperation in the po-
litical, economic and social sec-
tors. Last October, His Excellency 
the President of the Republic of 
Botswana Seretse Khama I an 
Khama visited Japan to further 

enhance and strengthen our bi-
lateral relations. 

Botswana is grateful for co-
operation with Japan pursued 
under the auspices of the Tokyo 
International Conference for Af-
rican Development (TICAD). I n 
May, Japan announced during 
the TI CAD I V M inisterial Fol-
low-up M eeting held in D akar, 
Senegal, its intention to honor 
commitments to finance infra-
structural development projects 
in A frica, notwithstanding her 
own national challenges in the 
aftermath of the March 11 earth-
quake. T his unwavering com-
mitment to A frica’s economic 
development agenda is highly 
commendable. 

As a beneficiary of the TICAD 
IV P rocess, B otswana deeply ap-
preciates Japan’s continued sup-
port for high-impact projects such 
as the Kazungula Bridge, a crucial 
crossing point for goods and peo-
ple in the southern, central and 
eastern A frican regions. T he Ka-
zungula project holds the promise 
of positively impacting other sec-
tors of the regional economy, such 
as, trade, investment and tourism. 
It will also further alleviate con-
gestion and encourage regional 
integration along the north–south 
road corridor. 

This year, Japan started the 

implementation of the renew-
able energy projects through the 
construction of the 1 megawatt 
photovoltaic power plant in Bo-
tswana. The project will augment 
Botswana’s efforts toward energy 
self-sufficiency in the long run. 
The project is in keeping with 

Japan’s initiatives in low carbon 
and green projects.

We are also thankful to the Ja-
pan B roadcasting Corp. (NHK) 
for the establishment of Botswa-
na Educational Television, which 
was officially launched on June 
13. T he E ducational T elevision 

in Botswana will have a huge im-
pact in the improvement of the 
quality of education, particularly 
in our rural population.

As the second biggest con-
tributor to gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) in B otswana, the 
tourism sector offers the best 

hope in the diversification of 
our economy from mineral re-
sources (diamond, copper and 
nickel). B otswana boasts some 
of the world’s premier and pris-
tine tourism attractions, such 
as, the Okavango D elta, Chobe 
National P ark, Central Kalahari 
Game Reserve, Tuli Block, Tsodi-
lo Hills and Makgadikgadi Pans, 
to name a few. A ll these attrac-
tions offer truly unique A frican 
experiences. 

As a region endowed with 
transnational tourism resourc-
es, southern Africa offers abun-
dant tourism — related invest-
ment opportunities in the form 
of transfrontier conservation 
areas (TFCAs). T hese T FCAs, 
the first initiatives of their kind 
in the world, have led to the 
effective elimination of inter-
national boundaries, to allow 
the re-establishment of ancient 
migratory routes of wildlife and 
holistic management of fragile 
ecosystems and habitats. T his, 
therefore, calls for significant 
infrastructure investment in the 
form of lodges to facilitate tour-
ism in these unique attractions.

On this day, as we reflect on 
the journey we have traveled, 
we do not forget the friends who 
have supported us since inde-
pendence and helped Botswana 
become the country it is today. 
Japan is indeed a true friend, a 
friend who has stayed with us 
during good and difficult times. 

We also cherish the kindness 
and hospitality shown to us by 
the people of Japan and look 

forward to welcoming an in-
creasing number of Japanese to 
Botswana. “Pula!”

Growing cooperation in many sectors marks strong ties

Nature: Located in southern Africa, Botswana has diverse wildlife habitats, such as the Okavango 
Delta — the world’s largest inland delta — and Chobe National Park (above). The park has the world’s 
largest concentration of African elephants.  Embassy of Botswana

Tripoli
AP

Libya’s new rulers believe Moam-
mar Gadhafi may be hiding in the 
southern desert under the pro-
tection of ethnic T uareg fighters, 
while two of his sons are holed 
up in cities besieged by revolu-
tionary forces elsewhere in the 
North African nation, officials said 
Wednesday.

Anti-Gadhafi fighters gained 
control of T ripoli and much of 
the rest of the country late last 
month, but the longtime Libyan 
ruler and his family fled and have 

been trying to rally supporters 
from hiding as fighting continues 
on three fronts: Gadhafi’s home-
town of Sirte, Bani Walid and the 
southern city of Sabha.

Col. A hmed B ani, the mili-
tary spokesman for the National 
Transitional Council, which is 
now governing the country, said 
he couldn’t confirm any informa-
tion about Gadhafi’s whereabouts 
but he could say that Gadhafi’s 
son, Seif al-Islam, is in Bani Walid 
and another son,  M  uatassim, is 
in Sirte. Although Bani offered no 
evidence and did not elaborate, 
it was the first official confirma-

tion that the revolutionary forces 
believe they know the location of 
the two sons since the family fled 
after Tripoli fell.

Another military official said 
earlier the Libyans have intelli-
gence that Gadhafi is hiding in the 
vast southern desert, possibly in 
an area near the Algerian border, 
with help from T uareg fighters. 
Ethnic T uaregs, whose nomadic 
community spans the desert bor-
der of Niger, M ali, Libya, A lgeria 
and Chad, are among Gadhafi’s 
strongest remaining supporters.

“We do believe he is some-
where in that region and we do 

know that Tuaregs are supporting 
him, probably because he’s paying 
them,” Abdel-Rahman Busin said, 
adding that the military could not 
confirm the information.

“It’s a very large bit of land to 
cover. We don’t have the people 
to cover it all and he could move 
around quite freely,” Busin said.

One report suggested Gad-
hafi was southwest of the desert 
town of Sabha, B usin said. He 
also said a recent attack on the 
border town of Ghadamis raised 
suspicion that the fugitive leader 
was hiding in the surrounding 
region, a vast area near the Alge-
rian frontier. “Possibly they were 
just creating a diversion,” he said.

Gadhafi hiding out near Algeria: NTC
Ousted Libyan leader holed up with ethnic Tuareg fighters in south desert

Jerusalem
AP

In an unprecedented endeavor, 
a few M uslims are crossing the 
Holy Land’s boundaries of cul-
ture, faith and politics to bring 
Islam to I sraeli Jews — hoping, 
improbably, that some will re-
nounce their religion for a new 
one.

The bearded men approach 
Jews in and around the Old City 
of Jerusalem and try, in polite 
and fluent Hebrew, to convert 
them. “I  must tell you about the 
true faith,” said one missionary in 
a plaza outside Jerusalem’s Old 
City. He carried a knapsack full 
of pamphlets about Islam in sev-
eral languages, including Hebrew. 
“You can do with it what you 
want. But telling you is our duty.”

Most people, he said, brush 
him off and keep walking. A com-
puter programmer educated at an 
Israeli college, he sported a scrag-
gly beard, loose pants and a long 
shirt typical of the purist Muslims 
known as Salafis. He gave his 
name only as Abu Hassan.

There are no signs the en-
deavor has met with any suc-
cess. Only about a dozen M us-
lims are involved. M ost of the 
handful of Jews who convert do 
so to marry Muslim men, rather 
than from proselytizing. Still, the 
act of spreading Islam in Hebrew 
is profound, reflecting a striking 
confidence on the part of some 
Muslims, members of I srael’s 
Arab minority. It also reflects the 
influence of conservative Islamic 
trends that emphasize spreading 
the religion, transmitted through 
Web forums and satellite chan-
nels from E urope, A sia and the 
Middle East.

Abu Hassan said that in years 

of conflict with I srael, M uslims, 
embattled and angry, neglected 
their responsibility to preach 
their faith to nonbelievers, in-
cluding Jews. “Muslims did not 
want to talk, and Jews did not 
want to listen. But Jews also need 
to hear the truth,” he said.

Yitzhak R eiter, a professor at 
the Jerusalem Center for I srael 
Studies, said he had not seen 
anything similar in 30 years of 
studying local Islam. “This is the 
first time that someone has tried 
to convert Jews to I slam in the 
state of Israel,” he said.

The efforts seem to have at-
tracted no public notice so far. 
But the missionaries are treading 
on a potentially explosive taboo. 
Centuries of persecution and ag-
gressive conversion attempts by 
Christian and Muslim majorities 
have made Jews, numbering 13 
million people worldwide, deep-
ly hostile to proselytizing. Israeli 
law places some restrictions on 
missionary activity, forbidding 
targeting minors or offering fi-
nancial incentives, but does not 
outlaw it altogether.

The Holy Land’s Muslim, Jew-
ish and Christian communities 
all hold strong religious, tribal 
and ethnic bonds and deeply 
resist conversion. The result is a 
sort of loose understanding not 
to push the boundaries.

Azzam Khatib, a top M uslim 
official in Jerusalem, said the 
efforts to proselytize in Hebrew 
were not mainstream, but ac-
ceptable: “Whoever wants to 
join, they are welcome — but 
without any pressure.”

Four years ago, A bu Hassan 
said, an I sraeli Jew approached 
him with questions about I slam. 
At the time, he was distributing 
Islamic material to foreign tourists 

around the Old City. Abu Hassan 
realized there was almost no mis-
sionary M uslim literature in He-
brew, so he and a few associates 
put together a Hebrew booklet. 
Since then, he said, they have dis-
tributed several thousand copies.

The missionaries are wary of 
revealing personal details, fear-
ing harassment. Somebody has 
already hacked Abu Hassan’s cell-
phone, changing his voice mail 
message to a string of Hebrew 
curses against him and Muham-
mad, the Muslim prophet.

Most of those Abu Hassan en-
gages ignore him, he said. Many 
are derisive, some verbally abu-
sive. A t one point I sraeli intel-
ligence agents questioned him 
about his funding, he said. He 
told them it came from dona-
tions in mosques.

“People curse me. But I do my 
job, and this is my job as a Mus-
lim. I must explain gently, and in 
a nice way, about Allah,” he said.

He dodged questions about 
the I sraeli-Palestinian conflict, 
saying only that historically the 
“best times” for Jews came un-
der I slamic rule and suggesting 
peace would come if Jews ac-
cepted Islam.

Abu Hassan and his compan-
ions are informally linked to a 
small, three-year-old organiza-
tion known as the M ercy Com-
mittee for New Muslims, found-
ed by Emad Younis, a charismat-
ic, blue-eyed preacher from the 
north Israel town of Ara.

Younis said the committee is 
not primarily aimed at winning 
converts. I t helps those who do 
convert adapt to life as Muslims 
and seeks to explain a moderate 
version of Islam to non-Muslims, 
particularly I sraeli Jews, by dis-
tributing promotional material.

Marriage the main reason for change of religion

Muslim proselytizers 
seek Israeli converts

Tehran
THE WASHINGTON POST

A  leading I ranian banker has 
fled the country in a $2.6 billion 
embezzlement scandal that op-
ponents are linking to P resident 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

Mahmoud R eza Khavari, 
managing director of Bank Melli, 
Iran’s largest state-owned bank, 
flew to Canada after the arrest 
of several top-level bankers in 
connection with a case that is 
described as the largest embez-
zlement in I ranian history, the 
semiofficial M ehr News A gency 
reported Wednesday. 

Khavari is among 22 people 
who are being sought by I ran’s 

chief prosecutor in the case, and 
his bank stands accused of fa-
cilitating some of the fraudulent 
payments.

The scandal revolves around 
wealthy businessman M ahafarid 
Amir Khosravi, who allegedly 
forged letters of credit with the 
help of high-level bank managers. 

The managers,, in turn, were 
urged to participate by govern-
ment officials, according to the 
Mashreghnews site, which is crit-
ical of A hmadinejad. Khosravi is 
accused of using the money, the 
equivalent of $2.6 billion, to start 
a private bank called Aria Bank.

Among those linked to the 
scandal are some of Iran’s leading 
politicians, including Ahmadine-

jad, his opponents have charged. 
Cabinet ministers, former Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps command-
ers and the head of the Central 
Bank are publicly blaming one 
another for losing billions of dol-
lars to Khosravi, who allegedly 
built his steel and railroad busi-
ness empire through his connec-
tions with the government.

The bank fraud adds to the 
pressure on A hmadinejad that 
has been growing after a public 
falling out in A pril with I ran’s 
supreme leader, A yatollah A li 
Khamenei, over the forced res-
ignation of the intelligence min-
ister. For now, I ran’s powerful 
Shiite clerical leaders appear to 
want A hmadinejad to finish his 

presidential term, which ends in 
2013. B ut their supporters have 
started damaging campaigns 
against the president and his in-
ner circle of advisers.

The attacks focus on A hma-
dinejad’s chief of staff, Esfandiar 
Rahim Mashaei, who is accused 
of leading a “deviant current” 
aimed at undermining the influ-
ence of the Shiite Muslim clerics 
who have held sway in Iran since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. Ah-
madinejad has strongly defend-
ed his adviser and has threat-
ened to step down if M ashaei 
were arrested.

“The leader (Khamenei) has 
decided that it’s in the interest 
of the country if A hmadinejad 

serves out his term,” said A mir 
Mohebbian, a political strate-
gist with close connections to 
Iran’s leaders. “But at the same 
time, many people are trying to 
weaken him.”

The banking scandal was 
brought to light by the intelli-
gence minister, Heidar M oslehi, 
a Shiite cleric who was forced by 
Ahmadinejad to resign in A pril 
but was then reinstated by the su-
preme leader. According to the Ja-
van newspaper, which is linked to 
the Revolutionary Guards, Ahma-
dinejad’s attempt to fire M oslehi 
was triggered by an investigation 
into the embezzlement.

Opponents of A hmadine-
jad say that a letter signed by 

Mashaei ordering the sale of 
state companies to Khosravi, the 
main suspect in the bank fraud 
case, proves that the government 
is involved in the embezzlement. 
But the government has issued a 
statement insisting that the letter 
was part of a normal business 
deal.

Iran’s national prosecutor, 
Gholam Hossein M ohseni-Ejei, 
said Monday that 22 arrest war-
rants have been issued in the 
case. A  committee appointed 
by the government has ordered 
the resignations of several bank 
managers, including Khavari, the 
Bank Melli managing director.

According to the semiofficial 
Iranian Students News A gency, 

Khavari resigned from his post 
Tuesday, and his resignation 
was approved by the minister 
of economic affairs and finance, 
Shamseddin Hosseini.

Iran’s top banker flees amid $2.6 billion scandal linked to Ahmadinejad

Beirut
AP

A  Syrian nuclear engineer was 
assassinated in a hail of bullets 
in central Syria on Wednesday, 
the state-run news agency and 
activists said, the latest casualty 
in a string of murders this week 
of academics and scientists.

SANA said engineer and uni-
versity professor Aws Khalil was 
shot in the head by an “armed 
terrorist group” operating in 
Homs, but activists accused the 
regime of going after academ-
ics in an attempt to terrorize the 
city’s rebellious population.

Khalil is the fourth Syrian 
academic to be assassinated in 
Homs since Sunday. T he city, a 
hotbed of dissent against Assad’s 
autocratic regime, has witnessed 
some of the largest antigovern-
ment protests since the uprising 
against Syrian P resident B ashar 
Assad began six months ago.

In the past month, it has wit-
nessed almost daily clashes be-
tween Syrian troops and army 
defectors. T here also have been 
increasing reports of attacks on 
security forces and police patrols 
by some who have taken up arms 
to fight the military crackdown.

Mohammed Saleh, an opposi-
tion figure in Homs, said Khalil’s 
assassination Wednesday is part 
of a string of killings — all in the 
same manner — of Syrian aca-
demics. They include Hassan Eid, 
chief of chest surgery at the Homs 
hospital who had treated wound-
ed protesters recently. A lso shot 
dead were professors Nael Dakh-
il, 54, and Mohammed Aqeel, 49, 
who was assassinated by bullets 
that struck his car in the Ghouta 
neighborhood of Homs.

The killings are reminiscent of 
assassinations in Iraq following the 
2003 U.S. invasion of that toppled 
Saddam Hussein’s regime, when 
the country was hit by a wave of 
assassinations that claimed the 
lives of scores of physicians, pro-
fessors and nuclear experts.

Syria, like I raq, has a volatile 
sectarian divide, making civil un-
rest a frightening prospect. T he 
Assad regime is dominated by 
the Alawite minority, an offshoot 
of Shiite Islam, but the country is 
overwhelmingly Sunni Muslim.

The New Y ork-based Human 
Rights Watch group, meanwhile, 
called for an international inves-
tigation into the possible role by 
Syrian security agents in the re-
cent decapitation of an 18-year-
old Syrian woman. Zainab al-
Hosni from Homs was beheaded 
and mutilated early this month, 
and her body returned to her 
family. She is believed to be the 
first woman to die in Syrian cus-
tody since the uprising started.

Scientists, 
academics 
targeted  
in Syria

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

Hunted: A woman walks past graffiti depicting ousted Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi as a rat on a street in Tripoli on Tuesday.  AFP-JIJI
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