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Lesotho national day

Richard Ramoeletsi
AMBASSADOR OF LESOTHO

Today, we celebrate the 45th an-
niversary of our independence 
from British protectorate rule. 

National inde-
pendence days 
are a good oc-
casion to look 
back at our 
achievements 
as a country and 
look forward to 
what lies ahead, 

including the role of interna-
tional partnerships in our devel-
opment. 

As a landlocked, least devel-
oped country, we feel privileged 
in these difficult days to stand 
alongside a friendly nation such 
as Japan, which has supported 
Lesotho’s government in the 
past and is continuing to do so, 
with vital assistance in sectors 
such as education, health and 
agriculture, and in infrastructure.

We also recognize the support 
received from the private sectors 
in Japan, in their different fields 
of expertise, the nonprofit orga-
nizations and friends of Lesotho 
at large. With your friendly sup-
port, the government of Lesotho 
has been able to provide needed 
services to the nation and creat-
ed a society of men and women 

who can play major roles in the 
international arena. 

Democracy, governance
In its efforts to maintain peace 
and stability, the government 
passed the National Assembly 
Electoral Bill 2011 and the sixth 
amendment to the constitution 
to the Parliament in March this 
year. This followed a long-lived 
post electoral dissatisfaction 
and dialogues with international 
mediation following the 2007 
general elections. Mediation 
was formally concluded in April 
2011. All stakeholders resolved 
their grievances and agreed on 

the reforms needed to pave the 
way for the holding of peaceful 
elections in 2012. 

Education
The government attaches great 
importance to education and 
investment in the youth. In May 
2010, the government of Leso-
tho passed an Education Act 
into law that legalized the right 
to free and compulsory educa-
tion. This single act ensured that 
all children in Lesotho would 
be able to access the free pri-
mary education. Primary edu-
cation saw increased levels of 
enrollment and overcrowded 

classrooms. The government of 
Japan through official develop-
ment assistance (ODA) funds 
provided 17 additional primary 
schools. This helped to reduce 
classroom overcrowding. In the 
same vein, the National Univer-
sity of Lesotho signed an memo-
randum of understanding with 
Venture Business Laboratory, 
Osaka University, to undertake 
exchange programs. From the 
fiscal year 2011-2012, the govern-
ment budget gave the Ministry of 
Education the highest allocation.

Economy
The economy of the country re-
lies heavily on the textile indus-
try, diamond mining, and water 
and Southern African Customs 
Union (SACU) revenues. There 
are signs of Lesotho’s economic 
recovery from the effects of the 
global financial crisis. Lesotho’s 
economic growth declined by 
about 4.4 percent in 2008 but 
only by 1.9 percent in 2009, as 
the global economy began to re-
cover. However, Lesotho’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) in 2010 
grew by an estimated 3.8 per-
cent. This recovery in economic 
growth can be attributed to both 
firming commodity prices and 
high government capital expen-
ditures. 

In their efforts for infrastruc-

ture development and reduction 
of carbon emissions, the gov-
ernments of Lesotho and South 
Africa signed the second phase 
of a water project on Aug. 11, 
25 years after the signing of the 
first phase in 1986. The purpose 
was to augment the water needs 
of South Africa and increase Le-
sotho’s hydropower generation 
from 72 megawatts to 1,000 MW. 
The benefits also include access 
roads and boarder bridges be-
tween Lesotho and South Africa 
and nature reserves for tourism 
development infrastructure. In 
this regard, Lesotho invites Japa-
nese companies and other inter-
national companies with exper-
tise on hydropower generation 
to partner with it in this venture.

Lesotho’s diamond mining 
industry is renowned for the 
discovery of big diamonds at the 
Letseng Mine operated by Gem 
Diamonds, the London-listed 
diamond mining company in 
partnership with the government 
of the Kingdom of Lesotho. On 
Aug. 31, there was a discovery 
of a massive 553-carat, top-color 
diamond, believed to be the 19th 
largest rough diamond and the 
14th largest white diamond ever 
to be discovered in the world. 
Most of the diamonds produced 
in the Letseng Mine are Type IIa, 
D-color, and the highest quality.

While the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA) has 
generated significant growth in 
the textile and apparel industry 

in Lesotho, the seemingly pro-
Africa trade agreement (which 
was due to expire in 2005 but 
was renewed) has attracted 
many new investors to Lesotho, 

leading to the creation of thou-
sands of much-needed jobs and 
allowing the country to increase 
its textile and apparel exports to 
the United States.

Development comes with priority on free, compulsory education

King Letsie III of Lesotho
Prime Minister Pakalitha 
Mosisili of Lesotho

Hydropower:  Lesotho’s Katse Dam, one of the largest in Africa, 
helps support South Africa’s water supply. EMBASSY OF LESOTHO

Packing a punch: Dissidents fight on the sidelines of a gathering of Syrian opposition leaders and activists in Istanbul on Sunday. 
Opposition groups formed the Syrian National Council, a united front against President Bashar Assad’s regime. AFP-JIJI

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

Texas Gov. Rick Perry’s presi-
dential campaign spent Sunday 
deflecting scrutiny of a report 
detailing a West Texas hunting 
camp he once leased with his fa-
ther that includes a racial epithet 
in its name.

It is the latest in a series of 
controversies the candidate has 
contended with in recent weeks 
as he struggles to retain the 
front-runner status he quickly 
claimed after entering the race 
seven weeks ago. Perry created 
a stir Saturday when he told a 
crowd of New Hampshire Re-
publicans that he would con-
sider sending U.S. troops into 
Mexico to combat drug violence 
there.

The Washington Post detailed 
Perry’s association with a prop-
erty known as Niggerhead, a 
name that was painted in block 
letters across a large rock flank-
ing the property’s entrance. Perry 
has called the name “offensive” 
and said his father painted over 
the word shortly after leasing 
the land. That account conflicts 
with those of seven people cited 
in the story, and it remains un-
clear when or whether Perry 
dealt with the name while using 
the camp.

 Ranchers who once grazed 
cattle on the 420-hectare parcel 
on the Clear Fork of the Bra-
zos River called it by that name 
well before Perry and his father, 
Ray, began hunting there in the 
early 1980s. There is no defini-
tive account of when the rock 
first appeared on the property. 
In an earlier time, the name 
on the rock was often given to 
mountains and creeks and rock 
outcroppings across the coun-
try. Over the years, civil rights 
groups and government agencies 
have had some success changing 
those and other racially offensive 
names that dotted the nation’s 
maps.

But the name of this particular 
parcel did not change for years 
after it became associated with 
Rick Perry, first as a private citi-
zen, then as a state official and 
finally as Texas governor. Some 
locals still call it that. As recently 
as this summer, the slablike rock, 
lying flat, the name still faintly 
visible beneath a coat of white 
paint, remained by the gated en-
trance to the camp.

When asked last week, Perry 
said the word on the rock is an 
“offensive name that has no 
place in the modern world.”

But how, when or whether 
he dealt with it when he was 
using the property is less clear 
and adds a dimension to the 
emerging biography of Perry, 
who quickly moved into the top 
tier of Republican presidential 
candidates when he entered the 
race in August.

He grew up in a segregated 
era whose history has defined 
and complicated the careers of 
many Southern politicians. Per-
ry has spoken often about how 
his upbringing in this sparsely 

populated farming community 
influenced his conservatism. He 
has rarely, if ever, discussed what 
it was like growing up amid seg-
regation in an area where blacks 
were a tiny fraction of the popu-
lation.

In his responses to two rounds 
of detailed, written questions, 
Perry said his father first leased 
the property in 1983. Rick Perry 
said he added his own name 
to the lease from 1997 to 1998, 
when he was state agriculture 
commissioner, and again from 
2004 to 2007, when he was gov-
ernor.

He offered a simple version of 
how he dealt with the rock, fol-
lowed by a more elaborate one.

“When my Dad joined the 
lease in 1983, he took the first 
opportunity he had to paint over 
the offensive word on the rock 
during the 4th of July holiday,” 

Perry said in his initial response. 
“It is my understanding that the 
rock was eventually turned over 
to further obscure what was orig-
inally written on it.”

Perry said that he was not 
with his father when he paint-
ed over the name, but that he 
“agreed with” the decision.

In response to followup ques-
tions, Perry gave a more detailed 
account.

“My mother and father went 
to the lease and painted the rock 
in either 1983 or 1984,” Perry 

wrote. “This occurred after I 
paid a visit to the property with 
a friend and saw the rock with 
the offensive word. After my visit 
I called my folks and mentioned 
it to them, and they painted it 
over during their next visit.”

  One of Perry’s rivals for the 
GOP nomination, former God-
father’s Pizza executive Herman 
Cain, criticized Perry in appear-
ances on “Fox News Sunday” 
and ABC’s “This Week.”  “There 
isn’t a more vile, negative word 
than the ‘N-word,’ ”Cain said 
on Fox. “And for him to leave it 
there as long as he did before he 
painted over it, it’s just plain in-
sensitive to a lot of black people .”

The Perry campaign put out 
several statements seeking to 
control the damage and push 
back against Cain’s remarks.

“Mr. Cain is wrong about the 
Perry family’s quick action to 

eliminate the word on the rock, 
but is right the word written by 
others long ago is insensitive 
and offensive,” said Ray Sullivan, 
communications director for 
Perry’s campaign. “That is why 
the Perrys took quick action to 
cover and obscure it.”

Perry has been dogged of late 
by criticism of his debate per-
formances; outmuscled by the 
better-funded operation of his 
chief rival for the nomination, 
former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney; and barraged with 
questions about whether some 
of his more controversial state-
ments hinder his electability in a 
potential matchup against Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Perry’s remark Saturday about 
possibly putting U.S. troops in 
Mexico was quickly criticized 
by foreign-policy experts. They 
said sending forces into Mexico 
would be unacceptable to the 
Mexican people, who partly 
blame the United States for their 
drug crisis because of U.S. con-
sumption of illegal drugs and its 
failure to control the flow of guns 
across the border.

In New Hampshire, Perry of-
fered punchier answers on im-
migration and Social Security 
than those he gave during three 
recently televised debates. He 
has come under fire from con-
servatives for supporting the 
Texas Dream Act, which grants 
in-state tuition to some illegal 
immigrants, and for not support-
ing the construction of a fence 
along the country’s entire south-
ern border. And he has been 
criticized by Romney and others 
over his statements about Social 
Security, which he has described 
as a “monstrous lie.” 

Racist camp name dogs Perry
Rival blasts 
Texas governor 
over ‘vile’ term 
at family ranch

Beirut
AP

Syrian dissidents Sunday formal-
ly established a broad-based na-
tional council designed to over-
throw President Bashar Assad’s 
regime, which they accused of 
pushing the country to the brink 
of civil war. Syrians took to the 
streets in celebration, singing 
and dancing.

In a restive northern area, 
meanwhile, gunmen killed the 
21-year-old son of Syria’s top 
Sunni Muslim cleric in an am-
bush, the state-run news agency 
reported. The cleric, Grand Mufti 
Ahmad Badreddine Hassoun, is 
considered a close supporter of 
Assad’s regime and has echoed its 
claims that the unrest in Syria is 
the result of a foreign conspiracy.

The announcement of the 
Syrian National Council at a 
news conference in Istanbul 
appeared to be the most seri-
ous step yet to unify a deeply 
fragmented opposition. It fol-
lows five days of intense battles 
between the Syrian military and 
army defectors in the country’s 
central region that raised the 
specter of all-out armed conflict.

Prominent Syrian opposition 
figure Bourhan Ghalioun, who 
read out the founding statement 
of the Syrian National Council at 
the news conference in Istanbul, 
accused the regime of fomenting 
sectarian strife in Syria to main-
tain its grip on power.

“I think that this (Assad) re-

gime has completely lost the 
world’s trust,” he said. “The 
world is waiting for a united Syr-
ian (opposition) that can provide 
the alternative to this regime, so 
that they can recognize it,” he 
added. “The council denounces 
the (regime’s) policy of sectarian 
incitement . . . which threatens 
national unity and is pushing 
the country to the brink of civil 
war,” he said.

Syria’s volatile sectarian divide 
means that an armed conflict 
could rapidly escalate in scale 
and brutality. The Assad regime 
is dominated by the Alawite 
minority, an offshoot of Shiite 
Islam, but the country is over-
whelmingly Sunni Muslim.

The opposition movement 
has until now focused on peace-
ful demonstrations, although re-
cently some protesters have been 
reported to have taken up arms 
to defend themselves against 
military attacks. Army defectors 
have also been fighting govern-
ment troops.

Sunday’s killing of the mufti’s 
son took place in the Saraqeb 
region of the restive northern 
Idlib Province as he left the uni-
versity where he studied. He was 
shot in the chest and kidney and 
died later of his injuries. The 
news report gave no details on 
who might have been behind 
the killing.

In forming a national council, 
the Syrians are following in the 
footsteps of Libyan rebels, who 
formed a National Transitional 

Council during the uprising that 
ousted Moammar Gadhafi as 
the country’s leader. The Libyan 
council won international recog-
nition and has now become the 
main governing body that runs 
the country.

Groups of Syrians poured into 
the streets in southern and cen-
tral regions of the country to cel-
ebrate the announcement.

Although the mass demon-
strations in Syria have shaken 
one of the most authoritarian 
regimes in the Middle East, the 
opposition has made no major 
gains in recent months. It holds 
no territory and still has no clear 
leadership.

The Syrian opposition consists 
of a variety of groups with dif-
fering ideologies, including Is-
lamists and secularists, and there 
have been many meetings of 
dissidents claiming to represent 
Syria’s popular uprising since it 
erupted seven months ago. But 
the new council is the broadest 
umbrella movement of revolu-
tionary forces formed so far.

A group of Syrian activists had 
declared the preliminary forma-
tion of the council last month, 
but its structure and goals, and 
a founding statement signed by 
major opposition factions, had 
not been announced until this 
conference.

The Syrian National Council 
announced in Istanbul appears 
to have received the recognition 
of the largest Syrian opposition 
factions.

Members said it includes rep-
resentatives from the Damascus 
Declaration grouping, a prode-
mocracy network based in the 
capital; the Syrian Muslim Broth-
erhood, an Islamic political party 
banned in the country; various 
Kurdish factions; and the grass-
roots Local Coordination Com-
mittees, which have led protests ; 
as well as other independent and 
tribal figures.

Istanbul conference spokes-
man Ghalioun said one major 
benefit of the council to the Syr-
ian opposition will be to provide 
a single body with which other 
countries can coordinate. 

Ghalioun urged Syrians ev-
erywhere to support it and said 
it will be a vehicle for democratic 
change.

The council’s statement said 
it categorically rejects any for-
eign intervention or military op-
erations to bring down Assad’s 
regime but called on the inter-
national community to “protect 
the Syrian people” from “the de-
clared war and massacres being 
committed against them by the 
regime.”

It said that protesters should 
continue to use “peaceful means” 
to topple the Syrian leader.

The organizers have not 
named a leader for the national 
council, but appeared to give a 
leading role to Ghalioun, a re-
spected and popular opposition 
figure who is also a scholar of 
contemporary Oriental studies 
at the Sorbonne in Paris. 

Gunmen ambush son of top Sunni Muslim cleric outside university in restive area

Syria opposition council established

Hard to swallow: Texas Gov. Rick Perry reacts after taking a bite at the Chili Festival in Manchester, 
New Hampshire, on Saturday. AP 

‘There isn’t a more vile, negative word than the 
N-word. And for him to leave it there as long as he 
did before he painted over it, it’s just plain 
insensitive to a lot of black people in this country.’
REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE HERMAN CAIN
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